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From: (ommandiug Officer

fot Comma.bing Geuneral, lst Marine Division

Via: Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines
Comma:ding Ge .eral, lask force L‘L-—Ray

Subj:J/Gommav! Chronology; month of March 106?
Ref:  (a) harlxe Corps Order 5750. ZA

gncls (1) Overlay iudicating wiit positions as of 312400k March 1067(:b/}:)
sV (2) %ev1seu la°k Organization of 3rd Bn, (Rein), 7th Marines Op Order 1-67

1. in accordwca with refgrelce (a), the Command Chrouology for the month of March
1967 is submitted., & Commander's War-ative of Siguificant ivents is included.
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Command Chronology, 3rd Battalion,-?ﬁh'ﬁarines, March 1967

1. Orsazizational Data

- a. Location: DLUC PHO, ZWw T
Y. Period Govered: -1-31 March 1°b7
c. bommaadlng Ufficer, Staff azé Chlef Subordinatves:

Comna::ding Officer IpCon &.d, BRORARS
Gxecutive Officer S Had0x R.C. RICE
. Adjutant : © o 2dlE W.B. KELLER, J3.

Personiiel Officer ' 24L7 K,d, YILKERSOW

S-92 244t H.Jd. POLASJJ}.&

S43 - : _ MAJOR F.V. WAITE, JR. 1 Mar-SMar 1567
. ‘ . MAJOR B. JOiDad 6 Mar-31 Mar 1967
.. . 4L0 S o CaP? L.2. GIBSOW ‘ S

Selt R - 'CAPD A.L. 032

Supply 0 : - - 24Li B.C, RaPHBUN

MO - 24IR J.4. WILSOW '

Bi Surgeon C ' 1P R.®. MC CAULLY- (MC) USH

Ba Chaplain HE © LG D.Y. PHDERSORW (Che) USW

CommO .  CAPP Cun. ROSS 1 Mar-27 Mar 1967

Civil affairs O (5-5) o 24Ly J.B,. PLYNW

HeS Co. : 24Ly D.R. HICHAZDS

Go. I CAPT R.M. CLalK .

Co, K oo Carl D Do DOGad 1 Mar-10 Har 1967

: 1stIl' G.w. JONIS 11 Mar-31 Mar 1967
Co. L » CaPl L.J, Ciultid 1 Mar-18 Mar 1967
_ ; lstid J.M. PIAiE, Ji. 19 Har-31 Mar 1907
Co.. 8 - ' CaPe X4, JOENSON 1 Mar-27 Mar 1967 .

CaPid oy ROSS 28 Mar-31 Mar 1967

. d, Abtachmenuts: i;i;iclosure (2)119 %8s all actax nmwents and all units éssi@;zxed in
dircct support of the battalioa, ‘ '

€. average Monthly Sireugth Duriig Period: S

UsMG 31 Ufficers’ : USK 3 Officers
1075 Enlisted - o L6 Enlistod
2. Ssguzatial Listisg of Sl@JlflCdib ﬁve»ts. lispecdally as they ridlate to:

a. ZPersonnel. ZLae tob:1 uumber of persounel on hand within 3rd Battalion, Vth
Marizes as of 31 March 1967 was 1192, +he toval effective strength on 31 March was
112%. buring the month of mMarcin 128 mnew perso:isl were join=d to this or: aniZdtiou,
142 wewve dropved from the rolls. 63 personcel rotated; 148 personnel were wounded
i action; 10 personael were killed in action; 56 personiel were evicuated as nolie
bettle casualiies--25 of these were returued to duty by 31 March 1967.

b. adminissration. No unusual or sigpificant p“oblem areas were eAcountered.

c. Iatellicence. - ;

(1) By 28 March Leﬂurriup intelligence reports indicated that several major
sneiy units, including the 1ls¢, 2ad, and 22ad Viet Cong Iegiments, were deployed in
tha mow:tain ragion west of DUC PHO District for the purpose of attacking install-

*tlona dn the Soat "“7NUI Dl Qrb“. From eueny contacts in BId DINE provisce, the
*r. i v B e TR PR
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Ist Calvary Divisiou (nlrmonlle) reported ai: exfiliration of uuits of the 22nd VG
degiment northeast across the I Corps-II Corps bowidary iuto the WUC 2z0 area. Re-
coiaissance sigatings asd swall unit contacss with waiformed ¥C within tiae DUc PHO
area irgGicated aan licreasad presesce of duin Force/uVa-personucl.

(2) an attack oa the 3/7 CP oi 24 Harch also teaded to confirm the preseice
of w:ivs other tnas local force aund gusf;ziig‘ﬁfi s; an estimated 250 rounds of
of 60 and 82mm wortur, a: @ 57 and 75mm recorless rifle f1re were received,  ‘he pro-

ximity of remorted location s of the 95th B of the 2nd VG %egim 1t to discovered VO
fxrl.xb positions indicated. thut Sshe attack was wrobably conducted by that wiis or
clements of that wuit. Izte:rosatlo~ of Chieu Hoi ralliers, former hamlet guerillas
also rovealed thut the attacl may have been conductad by the 83rd VC battaliou.
Prior to the attack during the aaylibnt nours on 23 March, & reconsaissaince Wiit at
B8 77239, ObSOrviig.arzas west offfigtway Uzie, reported a noticeable lack of normal
Vletaaa95u activity,” |

(3) o sig aificaut Lvuclllg,la.]ce. could be obtaired from the interrogation .
couductad by Duce PHO Districe officials of 1800 refugees from the hamlet arcas vic-
iniey 35 755380, despite the fact that USis w.ics whidh conducted operatious in that
araza egicousbsred moderata~-to-heavy coutact. Documants and supplles captured. iu Vhet
arca identified-a.significant medical aid capability T@~ sunnortﬁ&pe conteitidn: ghat

. thsse hamlst arsas i?””ﬁ€111zed by VC fﬁ?bes*fof’fhu tr»atment of their wowided and
sick persouizl, ,

(4) The contents of Qocuments capeured duriig Maech will be transladed and
analyzad i conJuuCulo- with Iu? rcnorts in arn effort to develop streugth flguras of
gueriliz widts and to cx u.&orlze them according to hamlets wd villages. & blacklist
will also be nuo‘lsned To date, she translation of documsnts has indicated the
fullow115.

. (a) hrom personal letters-that morale is low.

o ,(b) Erum official docum=uts—thut the VO are low on mine and boobytrdp
macerial dus to tao deliberate deqtruColo ,of dud mortar and artillery rowads by
fricadly patrolsad’ frleudly units co.ductl“g seapch and destroy operationg {hat
4$ho VO urw ro reruiting yolrg mon andswomon for the Youth aSSOCl;Ltle- that the VO .
Or3 c.oggerati-gireports of USMC casualties. '

© (e} ZFrom parsoual records-that two VO :1lled hy UDMu<forcas verg ofi-
iciuls in vins locwl VO village iufrastrucsurs.
{d) Documents captured did not 1JL1C¢t8 the presedce of Wi wiits.
Lhs C=21%6n.-Loecal Force coap, v aud the lZOzn company, however were counfirmed.
(5) Vopiured Weepons el L«aleu&G wers ger crully 1 f:ir—to-gooé coundition; -
abu daucs of Captu;udr amuibion «nd the large volume of fire encoustsred during
coutucts witi the enemy “#stdiblished the faet that ammuniition resuppiy is :no problem.
vhe LUC 2HO Distriqt wrny sdvisor is compiling a list. of weapon serial aumbors dssued
8o Piewiits wad the iumes of P¥ soldiers.  In. the future VG KIa and cuptured weapons
will ba cnuckad agalust these lists. to dejermine p0331b1~ yC 1“fiu~uce in the FF
wilies,
(6) dne UlSurlct Uperatlonal Intelligence Canter(DDIC) was csuablished and
becane operationul on 15 March. «ll results of enemy coatacts aund 51ght11gs arc
passad %o the DUIC to process all. intcllegence from Vietnamese sources'in au offury to

nake 1oro 11ualllwent GVQIUQLIOIS. Iz addition, ID? revorts arsz utilizbd in: con-
Jjus “1on with capnu;cd documvuts to establish.the validity and rullab111ty of Vluu—
Lkl ,S" SL)‘LII‘C-.,S . - . . . 8 . .
. B Tt B P&g@ (2)
. N RS ot
H B
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ic checls lelC&tu that the Vietnamese are convisced USMC .. .wcemaad

C P30 arca will coxgizue @ud that grealter and greater security

w1ll n,sulu. ‘ : - '

, (¢) One sigaificaldt report from dob s iudicnted the praessnce on 13
M*rcn 2% BS 864339 of 50 Vietuamoss who snoke Wwith a northern dialsct and wore

LlOJ gtars ou tasir salrts. ‘This report has not besu confirmed by an indepen—
dg % suurce, o :

- (9) Reports from nl “her subhority, Haiional Police «nd other sourcss have,
“indicaiad vast the coastline of the DUC £l area usad axteasivsly by VO foress to
infilérate militery suppliss.from the arsa. 4all intelligence sourced ars avare of
EBI's relabing o these reporis and surveillanue of tne coastal beachss is main-
taxasd by grouwad =nd asrial obssrvers, :

‘ 4. Preanins, During March, formal training can51sued of 1) Classroom iastruc-
tions oa the nomenclature and fuactioning of the M-16ul rifle; familiarization
firing of the M-loEl rifle. 3y 31 March, approcinately Qu wsrcent of personnel in
$2 basbalion hod recelved the rac -pired instruction on the M-loZl. Battalion sup-

‘1y anticipated issuing the weapons o the bat.alion commenciug on 1 April, Yo be
comizleted oy 7 april, 2) Urientaiion and indoctrination lactures io nswly assigned
personnal, ' '

e. Specigl Upsroupions. Opsration LESVL0 continusd Shrough Mareh. #rsousat com-
vany and platoon size sve. ps BT conguutad, catﬁnsiva small wait pabtrols and am=-
bushes ¢ontiausd, : -

- f. Mucle.r, Biclogical, Chemical, or other Sﬂ°c1¢;_tzges of warfors. None

&. Commond sad Control. Du41n$ March, 3rd 32, 7%h Marines was undsr the opera-~
tional control of vask Force ..-Ray and under the »lenlst;wtlfe control of the 7th
Marinss. Lhe battalion passed OPCUN of Co. ¥, 2nd Bn, 7eh Marines to its parent
oTgaizatinn, and assumsd UPCUN: of f Gn.-G,.20¢ 8n, 7th Marines at 260845 March
1Gul B.J. BAGNAIS vas in command toar oughout the month.

h. -Cluse Combag. rhe battalion was in contuct ‘with the ensmy throughout the
reportving neriod, . ' . ' ’ '

i, Firs Suonors. Batvsery 1, 3rd 3a 1luﬂ Marinss coantinued to deliver timely
and accurate indirécet fire in suwport of vhe battalion during March., & substantial

cizase in artillexy firevowsr resultsd on 25 March with the =ddition of one

abtoun of 15%5ma (towed) nowiszers From dwt,,ry K, 4%: Bn, 1lth Marines ané one

iatoon of 107mm mort..rs from YWaiskey Battery, 2né 3Bn, 1lth Marinszs, Boua additions

to the artillery capability are lecassd at WUL DasG, ' ' -
ammuaition e ¢ivaraes for fdhe month of March were zs f)llows: '

oL -

100G AU T R 107 am (A0 Au) 155mn BU«IT Gl WGP
a  oedps 32k | 251 | 3,819
WP - 1231 . o250 19 76
ILLUM 632 - o 39 16 L
nu(gbbu vg 356 - o B o .152 ..
Babbory I fived a tobal of 3U6 missioas, 298 of wihich were observed. They re-

sultel in 26 VG sIa(Gonf) 74 VO KIa(Prob), 17 VG wIa(Prob) and exteasive structural
Gamags LJ fortified heomlets in the UG PHO area., Un 24 March, despite heavy in-
comlng eneny murtar aud rzc0ildossrifle fire, the basiary delivered effective

~Da tburJ fire on suspeetsd VO firing positions within 3 minutes of the

Laavel guniirs suprort .continued to be used sutensively througrout the battalion
ares of wespousibvility in support of mansuvering elements and ground =nd oir ob-
serVwrs. bnl:swsupnortln« e butudlloﬂ -curing March wers the U S S Durner Joy

" Uzoourn (uu840), U.S.85., Feonﬁ slar \DD 8/0)

Page (3)
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hill glaq* w13 855 cuasy, Go L kalle@ tnraz homlst guerillas ab 35 853401 wid cap-
bL_JQ Zo Qetar.ges; =ll vers Foung azles Oi_JLlluuAJ ase who wore blacl pajwas,
Gl WD digscoversd hidil e i owbral eaves, crovisss «uf cno.y voclks alorg the
W w‘,rs elgzs gwo M b-—36 riflss, oie Mossin-daga’ s ridls y 7e02 ammmnitiiin ané
JOL. T3 Snrn cansarad. - ¥hile co. tluulégl- o dalivarats swasn of VE

plices 0o arou&d JUT GUa, Co L 12i1lsd two aore VC st 35 853300 and eap—’
sursd on Mel rifle ond genimmsas. Gouf, nrovidig obssrvation @ dlociiiig furess
286 of Ui Cua discovers® u rics cacas Guring o routine séurch of o masoury ssruc-
pure ot 4S8 63-!2)66 vhe ries was s,oved in 8 c‘ls*:us, four $H-g-1lon drumns o
Sy sacisy Co 4, widca lab.r oscunisd posisien on UL CUa CO-ulauud senreh &
Gesiray opereiiolds i the healats soutn of &UI1 QU iﬁd 0.5 HMarel o an A8G-
imasnt platous of YO wio worz khoki uciforns .of nelmets ond wiao wers armed with
7. 7 Fifl' gsfors bos aneny broks costacs, =lamssts of Co. & Xilled 2 VO Kla
(Cuui) o ? V6 ¥la (Prod) in a tre.calioo wb 4S5 G¥S3ul,. ,
' ‘ (:-/ ab 051MUUE, o meustveriag five team ofa sguad (JLein) patrol of Ca I .
suyriszd @ growp of ¥C in o tesuecnlins at 8BS 801323, ithe fire tsam zud seuad ass-
six VO KIa (vonf) with 7.5202 &b Dad 5:awudes b
fors Sae remeioilg Vo broke coreicy g £led i-vo brush arsas.
' (3) A TromComany 8Wesd of the VILE <uUQC (1) and (2) aamlas oomle. Tic~
1.3ty wb bJJo r¢3ulb¢d»i¢ B VG K1x (Bouf)y «xé 5 VU L. kgrob) ou 10 durch, ulvma;ts

~
(&

Auldved bias 'V oosluIONS Kiilie

&.‘l

of Go & . swannlig wesiward &t db 31368y raseived ap-rToximadsly Juw rounds of
sn1ll arms firs f;o' an +8%i ated 20 VO i. fortifiad positious. Co K sngoged dhs-
¢ ol

VU fores a.d orsssed ths wsglwlb torousll shs position imillisg 3 VO B4 (uo‘f) e
5 Vo il kBrob,.= “he 1s.6 slsment of Vo #, moving northward foward o i's .
SULTisid 5 VU siieding frow o dusiter as 45 832301, ill: 5 V0 iia (bo&f). cispl-
nlog Lo Gaiconm . "fas. GOcun:. d oue Ue 8. Cardlna,

'(4) 'nG llua@ ). 8

=}

SGoasseol of Go L flaukd o Vo gainoer wosision wonnde-
¢. whe VC Wes a ninles guerilla from i o150 (1),

V¢Cl Ay 88 84{J6u 4
6) B2 14 ‘d

Co F 2/? parsicinatad i.. it op 2L~ J
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e 7 VG KIA(Prob) in the action. USMC casuddigesvotaled 7 LIap”
1 Dui, and 5 wla (EV.aCUarib) . Co K moving south into the hemlat at 38 777373
killed one VG KIa(Conf) and two VC hIA(Prob) wiils swesping tha arsa, to the sear
of Co F uuits.

(7) A% 280050 March, the 3/7 CP and Lh& 4% BUL LaXG came uader alttack
from 60mm end 82nm mortwrs and 57mm and 75mm recoilless riflss; incoming r ounds

tosaled vetwesn 200 wnd 25U. Previously planned counter-mortar and counter- bat-
tery concenvratioas were fired at observed muszls flashes within mimtbes of the
astack, wo gun piss of Battery I racsived direct nlts, the Pactical Fuel &isnansing

Sysuem, and mogas «ng aviation 5wsollnu damps in ths LSa were destroysd by firs.
Fisgd~wing siriltes and artillery firs wers direc:ed on VO firing positions and escap:
routes after the atiack; a doli.erste search of ar3a8 haviag besn used to locate
ansmy suﬁnorting arms positivas was m:ude on 24 Marcn; thirty-six 75mm «3 cannisters
and firing positions for both Tecoildeesrifles and 82mm mortars wers fonad. Yhese
positions h:d be-n thoroushly coversd during couatsr-vabtery fires, Information
from Provincial Rsconnaissance Units indicatad the VO wers armed with aubomatic

‘veapons, local villagers were forced to bear asmiunition, and tvelve rsccilless
riflss were used in the atsack, A ‘

(8) acting on =n intelligsuce report from LUC PHO District that stuted a
small VO unit was hiding in a canefisld at BS 831349, elemsats of Co & searchaed the
ares killing one VO hIA(bOﬂf}, debaining one VO, and cepiuring one U.S5. cuarbine.

(8) 4% 2714204 March, che U.S5.S. Ozbourn (DD 846) lying offshore aorth of
BUI GUa received anprosimstely 18 rounds of recvillossriile fire from VU positions
at 35 835427, Supporting arms were brought to bear on the VO positions., ihere
%28 120 damane to vhe destroysr

, (10} ua 27 Marcih, Co ¥ cunducted a search «ad dsstroy onsrabion of DUNG
LnUaslr, vicialty of 35 845354 tae Vietawmssse vill.ges ciief and nabional police
Tsprassnvevivas accompanied Co 4 on tuu opardclun. Co u/:/? e%uwollsneo blocking
posivions to the wsst and soth = sround and airborne PSYywar oroadcasts vers mede;
villagers vere voraed that USMC f)erS had surronaded the hamlet and that thsy were
to s2m.ia in $he ares nsar tueir honses, When VG suspects were ssen slioping inve
the watsr (Uad Las S10H) vicinity of 85 839350, thsy were warned agein by firs
s Loudspeaksr  Whils scresning the Dudd ©4UAH villagers, initially, Uo K app-

shanded 3 detainses. Conbinuing its sweep, Go K a vorehended 13 suspected VO
hicing in-&4DUJkEr at BS B4z 2351, Muvmaw'soa»nwusu, sbarcnxng thz baalk o1 ths pro=-
montory, 3 more suspects wers datained. UE-ID nallcoph 2¥S suvxortlng the opora-
tion by obsurvation, ﬁ)uvﬂ "‘ﬁ;oxlm »sly 3¢ VC hiding in the shallow water and
Svamy arsa ab 35 845340, whey were observed under wabar breathing through bamboo
¢ camouflaged with VYhe moss; they also usad samoans for hiding places., ihe
nvllcu. srs strafed tas VO i#n and under tho water oo force btuem toward shore.
afu@“_gmcu,scraliﬂg ran somz VQ raturncd to shore and ware captured by Co K. <his
DTocess conbinusd uwubil all ths VO were sicher killad or capturad., 4as a reeuls,
23 VO were killsed and a total of 30 VC flush_d from their conce led positions. Ths
prelimimary interrogation of 4¢ dstsinses anprehended from the action resulied in
idsutitying & nwglet suerillas, 5 hamlet wolitical cadre and 36 civil defendsats.
All miles capiured or illed were of milit%ry age, wzll-fud and in sucellent
ph;%icul~ ondltlon, P '
(1i) VR 30 M h Go 3/2/7, moving to establish nightdfmeposisions at BS
] Al 9SiToy operation west of WUI Daud, reecszivad a heavy
s Trom anproui-ately 30 VO in coace lsd positions at BS
/0636# ¢naw‘sad1ng elumenta of Co G an ngbr the VO at band grenads rung Jeilling
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i;\,' 4 Ve(Con) =nd 5 VO Jx.Iu (ProD). Whils ss.rching amass ifter the VG broks eon=
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