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18t Searchlight Battery
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. Co wkrol Ne. 64-()  Ser: 609367
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Froms Commanding Off:l.oor
To:  Commandant of the Marine Coxrps (Code a.o}n)

Vias élg Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rein), PMF =

2) Commanding General, III Marine: Amphibioug,,xqmg : B

(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Foroe, - Y(i?

Subjs Commend Chropology | ﬁ ASS,F,ED ? 7(:3

Ref %ag MCO 5750.24 T

FMFPacO 5750.8 | @

I

1, In accordance with references (a) and (b), the fonovdng report is sub- ~

mitted. m

3

2, Reporting Periods 1-31 December 1967. . \:2
3« Ox zatl Datas ' ‘

a. Designation of Unit., Reporting Unit 21503, lst Searohlight Battery, . N

3rd Marine Division (Rein), PMF, FPO San Frenoisoco 96602 3

b. {ommanding Officer, Captain Victor B. SNIDER, 31 January 1967 - 2

present. | : X

’ , X

c. Location of Unit, Dong Ha Combat Base, Republic of Vietnam, 29 June 3

1967 - present.
d. Batteiy Officerss *
(1) Captain Joseph HANCHARICK, Jr., - Executive Officer.
(2) 1stLt Robert E. NEITHAMMER - Liaison Officer.
(3) 2ndLt John M, CONYERS - Platoon Commander, 2nd Platoon.

* The billet of Platoon Commander for the lst and 3rd Searohlight Platoons
is presently being filled by their respective Platoon Sergeants in the ab-
sence of officers. .
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4. Bargative -usmary. uring this zeporting period e satbery has omntinued
in its role of perimetey defenae with very lizrt enemy aciivity prevailing.

The enly emeeptien t0 this being an enexy artillery attack launched 1! Jecem-
ber 1967 against the pesition lesated at Cua Viet ( wang Tri : rovinos’, yesult-
ing in the Sattery's fixet Kiis (see ;aregzaph 5.d. below), « new ucmuqu-
of employment involving the use of searshlighte to dipeet F.J0:-VAC lieliocopters
at the L: of Glo idnh ( muang iri . roviaes), was ;moticed with .ositive re-
sults (see paragsnph 5.0.'. The maintonance problems that have vess! the dat-
tery, and threatensd comstantiy its oca;abilities, hewe now, with the onset of
the monsoon seascn, beoome even wore intensified. This situution, wioh has
been the thesis of mmerous discussions, reports, and comemnd imterest ty:e
nosseges has becone eritical. The oomplete laek of spare [ arts, and techniosl-
iy mualified persomnel to perform thiyd, fouwth, and fifth eshelen maintensnce
looully has reduced the opsrutional status of tiis unit 0 Ced, Although thins
condition ewists, vith no foreseseble srelief, a1l possible cfforte :re being
made 80 prevent further feilume, ste'ped-up firet and second echelon mainte-
nanoe, a constant alertness for warning signs of fepending failure, snd an
ever increasing battle 0 sombat the effects of woistumw (&Mh hms pauven to
be more detrizental to the ssarohligzhte, in sone saspects at isast, than the
NY.) axe some of the staps beinr taken to keep our remaining eearchlirhts

oparetiomal . s
5. _squential iisuing of .igificent .venta: U in “w“ Niaaga?
e. ‘owbat Fisaions sasismed: NB!_ASS,F,ED ;J

(1 let ;latoom el

‘n. 18t section - perizeter defense at rhe .anh ( uang "ri Frove
inoce’ in suprort of "i'bsey, lsttn, 13th ¥arines,

(b: ¢nd eotion = perimeter defense xt onw ba Jombat ase (. mang
ies . rovines in supcort of 12%h Farines.

1¢: Srd section ~ pcrhnter defenue at Ctaill «2 ( wang xi - rowe
ince: in su;ort of 2ndBa, 12t farines. .

(a; 12t -ection = perizeter deforee at Gio Linh { uang “ri - rove
inoe) in su;_.ort of {ompowite artillery Inttalion,
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(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defense at Camp J. J. Carroll (Queng
Tri Province) in support of 1stBn, 12th Marines.

(¢) 3rd Section — being utilized at Dong Ha Combat Base (Qusng
Tri Province) for guard and patrol activities due to deadlined equipment.

(3) 3rd Platoon

(a) 1st Section - perimeter defemse at Con Thien (Quang Tri
Province) in support of 2ndBn, 12th Marines.

(b) 2nd Section - perimeter defemse at Cam Lo (Quang Tri Province)
in support of 2ndBn, 12th Marines. , ,

(c) 3rd Section — perimeter defemse at Phu Bai (Thua Thien Prov-
ince) in support of 4th Bn, 12th Marines. .

b. Significant Operations Conducted. The Searchlight Platoons/Sections
of the Battery were used to support the following operations:

(1) Operation SCOTLAND (Thus Thien Province)s .[ .-

LSS

:“\
(2) Operation KENTUCKY (Quang Tri Province). ; U SSI [

HED

(3) Operation NEOSHO (Quang Tri Province). =
c. Casumlties inflicted on the enemy: None.

d. Casualties sustained: Sergeant Ronald "I* STOKES, 2105698/0811 USMC
and Lance Corporal Louis N. COOLEY, Jr., 2258078/1141 USMC killed in actien
16 December 1967 as a result of enemy artillery attack.

e. New techniques employed: At the Landing Zome located at the Componi te
Artillery Battalion, Gio Linh (Quang Tri Province) RVN, a searchlight wes uaed
to direct a MEDEVAC Helicopter, Although the LZ is on a reverse slope, the
use of smoke to mark it of ten alerts the enemy that a heliccpter is going to
land and results in artillery fire. The searchlight (visual light), altheugh
easily seen from the air in daylight, is not visible to the enemy to the
North. At the time this method of direction was used, the MEDEVAC was ac-
complished without enemy fire.

f. Commend relstions: Command relations continue to be very good.

g. BEquipment: Equipment of the Battery, with the exception of the
searchlights themselves, remains at less than 10 percent deadlined. The
searchlights are 60 percent deadlined. M-18 binoculars, a component of the
searchlight, are 36 percent deadlined.
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Logistioss The overall logistics situstion within the Battery is -

Civic action: Nothing to report.
Adminigtration: No problem areas.

Personnels No problem areas.

Intelligerices Nothing to report.
Communicationss Nothing to report.

Weathers The effects of weather have been adverse (see paragraph 4.

Fire support:t Nothing to report.
Air supports Nothing to report.
Activations/deactivations/redesignations: Not applicable,

)28 fpeiblen

V. B. SWIDER

Copy to:
C0, 12th Marines
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