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U.S. 'l'R4INING OF THE VIETH .. A..NiE .. SE NATIONAL APJ'-'iY) 1951f-1959 

Forel-Tord 

This monograph treats U.S. provisions for the 
security of Vl.etnam in the p eriod jnmediately follOlTing 
the Geneva Conference. 

The follovTing are tabbed: 

Su.rmnary 
Chronology 
Table of Contents ·and Outline 
Footnotes 
Bibliograph.y 
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U.S. TRAINING OF THE VIErN..4IiJESE NATIONAL AF0-IY, 1954-1959 

SUMMA..-RY 

"Hanoi W-as evacuated on 9 October jJ95ljJ. The /u.S. liaiso~7 
team left 'vith the last French troops, disturbed by vhat they 
had seen of the grim efficiency of the Viet Minh in their 
takeover, the contra.st bet1-reen the silent march of the 
victorious Viet Minh troops in their t ennis shoes and the 
clanking armor of the vell-equipped }Tench "Those 1-Testern 
tactics and equipment had failed against the cOlillnu..Y1ist 
military-political-economic campaign. II ~/ 

Up to 1960, Vietnam 'vas one of the largest recipients of U. S. 
economic and military assistance in the llOrld: the third ranking 
non-NATO recipient of aid, the seventh r anking i·rorld1-ride. The U.S. 
Military Assistance Advisor y Group, Vietnam (f/lAAG ), vas the only 
military mission commanded by a lieutenant general; the U.S. economic 
aid mission in Vietnam Has the largest any\vhere . In the years 1955 
through 1960, more than $2 billion in aid flo,led into Vietnam, and 
more than 80% of that assistance ioTent tmra~d providing security for 
the Govermllerit of Vietnam . Nonetheless, in 1960 the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff detennined that the anned forc es of the Republic of 
Vietnam ( RVNAF ) ioTere inadequately trained apd O1'ganized, and directed 
urgent action by MAAG to improve their anti-guerrilla capabilities . ?:../ 

Thus ) despite the massive U.S. investment in ' aid to Vietnam in 
the period 1954-1960) very little had b een accomplished in the l-ray of 
fashioning South Vietnamese forces into a suitable instnmient for 
countering the IIcoramunist military-political-economic c8l.'1pa ign II 
aimed at overturning the Government of Vietnam. 

The princip-al issue eXillllined here is that of the role and 
effect:Lveness of U. S . advice and assistance pr,ovided the armed forces 
of the GVN prior to 1960. 

The princi.pal focus is on American assistance to the Vietnamese 
National Army -- subsequently the Ac-qVN -- although plans and support 
for the Civil Gua:cd -and Self-Defense Corps are also cons idered . 
Subsidiary questions include: 

\'fuy did .the U. S. u..Y1dertake the training of ARVI-J? 

Hov \-Tas this decision taken? 
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Hhat 'Has the threat to South Vietnam ? 

}lliat \-las the mission of the South Vietnamese army? 

}lliat ' \'laS the state of the South Vietnamese anny? 

HO\-l did the U.S. go about :altering this condition? 

Did U.S. assistance through 1960 result in creation of 
South Vietnamese army in the image of the U. S. anny? 

The principal conclusion is that U. S. ' efforts in the period 195!~-
1959 failed to produce an effective Vietnalnes'e counterinsurgent force 
due to contemporary perceptions of and reactions to the threat) to 
exaggerated estimates of the value and relevance of American militarJ 
standards in responding to that threat) to lack of effective bargainfng 
t echniques vis-a-vis the Government of Vietnam) and to fragmentation 
and other ' inadequacies in the American system of determining and 
adniinistering the overall program of assistance to Vietnam.' 

U.S. efforts in the period 1954-1960 to creai:c an effective South 
Vietnamese mj,litary -establishment -- and particularly an effective 
National Amry -- 'Here criU,'cally affected by the follO'l-ling considerations: 

-- The reasons the U.S. v~dertook the training of the 
Vietnamese armed forces had their roots not only in the 
desire to ,contain commu.l1ism and preserve the freedom of 
South Vietnam) but also in U.S. discontent and frustration 
with French military polj,cy during the Indochina Har. 
A strong desire to correct French mistakes generated con
side,rable bureaucratic'momentu.mj preoccupation \,rith the 
perceived inadequacies of French practices led to under
estimation of the problems the French had to overcome -
including that of i nternal division and governmental 
reluctance-- in developing an effective Vietnamese anny) 
ru1d to overcorrect ion of French mistakes by the creation of 
a conventional military force. , That Vietnamese army came 
to be organized in divisions -- as the U.S. had so often 
and so unsuccessfully urged the French to do -- that \-lould 
have the capability to perfonn \-lell against the Viet Minh 
divisions in the Red River Delta in 1954) or presu.lllably 
against their post-19 51~ equivalent ) commu.l1 ist divisions 
crossing the 17th parallel~ But the French Indochina Har 
was over; circumstances had radically changed . 

-- The decision to train the South Vietnamese military 
vas based on a compromise betueen the Departments of State and 
Defense :1.n "'hich' "political considerations " \,rhich had nothing 
to do \-Tith the military obj ections to an affirmative deciSion) 
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and did not in any way affect the probability of success of the 
undertaldng) were allmred to govern rather than considerations 
of limitations in U.S. resources and capabilities, and the basic 
difficulty of the task at hand. Increasj.ngly a characteristic 
of U.S. decision making) such compromise maxlinized the probability 
of consistently selecting tJ.1e least desirable course of action. 

-- The threat to Vietnam ",as perceived as constituted of the 
sects and the Viet Minh residue in the South, and the regular forces 
of the DRV in the North; although it vTaS consistently estimated 
that the'DRV had the capability to overrun. South Vietnam, it vras 
just as consistently estimated that the DRV neither needed nor 
intended to do so . Nonetheless) U.S. doctrine regarding estunates 
of capability as opposed to estimates of i ntention vrith its . 
characteristic emphasis. on Order of Battle data (so s:n.all a part 
of the real intelligence probJem in counterinsurgency) led to 
fixation upon the more massive, but less likely, threat of 
overt invasion. 

_ .. The duai mission expected of the Vietnamese army of ' 
internal and external defense ",as, given resource and traine.d 
manpO\'7er limitations , internally inconsistent. Given the state 
of U. S. strategic thinking in the 1950 I s, the nature of S£tl.TO, the 
withdrawal of the FF~, the pressures exerted by Diem, and .the 
backgroUnd of the U.S. l~G, rooted in the recent Korean experience, 
it "7as virtually certain to lead to a conventional mj.litary 
establishment designed to counter a conventional threat. I t did. 
In fact, given the strength of these influences and the l ack ' of 
U.S. familiarity vrith effective counterinsurgehttechniques, it 
is questionable Y7hether assigrmlent of a single mission related 
exclusively to internal security would have made any difference 
in the type of military establishment that resulted. 

-- The South Vietnamese arrny was in extremely poor condition 
in 1954; its prospects were worse, in vie"7 of the lunited 
resources ) particularly in terms of personnel, the U.S. was 
able to devote tQ its reorganization and training. In addition) 
as the JCS statec~ "Unless the Vietnamese themselves shoi-T an 
inclination to make individual and collective sacrifices required 
to r esist Co~muDism, which they have not done to date) no amount 
of external pressure and assistance can long delay complete 
Communist victory in South Vietnam. II -1:- There vras no over
vrhelming change in the vil1ingnes5 to sacrj.fice during the late 
1950 I S , Vlhich added to the a1read.y fOInidable task of creat ing 
an effective military establisPlllent . 

-- The "ray in "ihich the U. S. IIjj\.AG "7ent about creating an 
effective military establishment had four principal characteristics: 

-x- f!,emorandLLl1l for SecDef from JCS, II Indochina, II 17 November 1954 (TS). 
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concentration on the mission of resistance to overt aggression; 
training from the top dOl-Tn; employment of U. S. standards and 
techniques ; and optimistic assessment of the future capabilities 
of paramilitary organizations outside the purvie1d of MAAG . 

-- The result of U.S. efforts \Tas more a reflection of the 
U. S. military establishment than pf the type of threat or 
terrain. With regard to the overall effectiveness of U.S. 
aid) it seems to have had) unfortQDately) all the depth the 
tenn "mirror imagel! implies. Furthennore) U. S. perfonnance in 
creating an efTective Vietnamese military establis0.l..Tlent ioTas 
adversely affected by the lack of well-founded bargaining 
techniques vis-a-vis the Government of Vietnam) and by fra@uenta
tion and other inadequacies in the American system of determinj,;1g 
and administering the overall progrmil of assistance. 

-- The U.S. quickly became so deeply and so overtly com
mitted to the Diem government that a:ny leverage inherent in 
the assistance program rapidly ,approached zero. Perhaps the 
best illustration of the lack of leverage concerning the 
defense establishment is the case of the Civil Guard) in which 
the principal effects of the U.S. bargaining were negative and 
most directly affected the very organi zat ion the U. S. 'I-Tas 
trying 'to i..mprove. 

-- The case of the Civil Guard) a primary internal' security 
force) also affords excellent exaJnples of t\-TO sorts of frag- . 
mentation affectj.ng the U.S. effort: U.S. interagency com
;petitj,on (the CG Has ultimately transferred to the HOD on the 
advice of MAAG) but against not only the prior advice of the 
MSU advisory team but also against the wishes of the Enbassy )* ; 
and lack of coordination at Embassy level by ,,,hich the entire 
military assistance effort could be evaluated and :resources 
more rationally allocated (the Civil Guard i.,raS evaluated 
completely differently by MAI\G and by the Embassy ). 

-- A third variety of fragmentation is revea1ed i n the 
relations beti·reen Hashington and i ts various representatives 
in the field. Both the GVN and the several U.S. agencies 
relied heavily on \'Tashing'con for arbitration of disputes 

~, Fragmentation in the U. S. corrrrnunity had an obvious and adverse 
effect on the U .. S. capability to bargain IoTith the GVN . By devoting 
minimal care to the selection of .the U. S. official he i'Tould talk to 
first) Diem could often become the arbiter of) rather tl1an a participant 
in) the bargaining process . Thus General IHlli2.J!lS: "I can It rerilerrrber one 
t:iJne that Presj.dent Diem ever did anything of importance concerni.ng the 
military that I recorm:nended against ." IIvfny U. S . Is Los ing in Vietnam) 11 

U. S. NeloTS and Horlcl Report) Nove.-nber' 9) 1964. 
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generated in Saigon) Diem carrying his position to the highest 
levels of the agency of. his choice) while U. S. representatives 
had to seek protagonists at various levels vrithin their mrn 
agencies . The implications :['01' U.S. policy in the field are 
obvious. 

Because of the divisions and diversions inherent j.n the above) 
U.S. aid in the period up to 1960 fai:Led to produce an effective 
counterinsurgent forc e either within the National Army) or in the 
paramilitary organizaU .ons . This is not to imply that had resources 
been diverted from the creation of a conventional army to that of an 
effective counterinsurgent force the problem of Vietnam "l-TOuld. have been 
solved) for the enemy has der.1onstrated both versatility and flexibility 
that iwuld render such a statement vacuous. It. is to suggest) hm-rever) 
that given the world situation in the period of r elevance and the 
situation in Southeast Asia) it seems Iikely that theDRV) "l-rhateve r 

. strategic alternaU:ve it might have elected to follmr) ,·rould not have 
been deterred from overt aggression by any army of Vietnrun it was 
wi.thin U. S. -GVN capab ility to create. An effective c01.mterinsurgent 
force)' on the other hand) might have Iimited its. choices: might \-rell 
have prevent ed effective prosecution of the guerriI1a alternative 
the Viet Cong and the DRV did elect to follmr. 
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UNITED STATES 

OFFICE 

President 

Secretary of State 

" 

Ambassador to GVN 

" 

Secretary of Defense 

" 

Chairman', JCS 

" 

Chief of Staff, Army 

Chief of Naval Operations 

Chief of Staff , Air Force 

Commandant , I·larine Corps 

" 

Chief, Ko.AG 

" 

GOVERI1>!ENT OF VIETIi.~_\1 

Head of State/President 

Prime Hinister 

Hinister of ForeiGl'l Affairs/ 
Secretary of State for 

Foreien Affairs 

Hinister of Defer:se/:-:1nister 
of National Defense 

II 

, 

PRINCIPAL PERSOrto.T,ITIES , 1951., -1960 

TERI,1 OF OFFICE 

20 Jan 1953 - 20 Jan 1961 

21 Jan 1953 - 15 Apr 195.9 

16 Apr 1959 20 Jan 1961 

25 Jun 1952 - 20 Apr 1955 

20 Apr 1955 - 14 Hal' 1957 

14 ~[ar 1957 - 14 Hal' 1961 

28 Jan 1953 - 8 Oct 1957 

9 Oct 1957 2 Dec 1959 

3 Dec 1959 - 8 Jan 1961 

14 Aug 1953 15 Aug 1957 

15 Aug 1957 - 30 Sep. 1960 

1 Oct 1960 30 Sep 1962 

- 30 Jun 1965 15 Aug 1953 -

30 Jun 1955 - 30 Jun 1959 

1 Jul 1959 30 Sep 1960 

1 Oct 1960 30 Sep 1962 

16 Aug 1953 - 17 Aug 1955 

17 Aug 1955 - 31 Jul 1961 

30 Jun 19~3 - 30 Jun 1957 

1 Jul 1957 - 30 Jun 1961 

28 Sun 1952 - 31 Dec 1955 

1 J an 1956 31 Dec 1959 

1 J an 1960 31 Dec 1963 

24 Oct 1955 - 31 Aug 1960 

1 Sep 1960 5 ~!ar 1962 

Y~r 1949 - 26 Oct 1955 

26 Oct 1955 1 Nov 1963 

12 J a.n 1954 - 16 Juri 1954 

? Jul'1954 1 Nov 1963 

17 Dec 1953 - 16 Jun 19511 

5 Jul-1954 

Jul 1955 - 1 110'1 1963 

25 JW1 1952 - 1954(1) 

5 SuI 195/1 - l 'Uov 1963 

~.l 

Dwight D. Eisenh~wer 

J ohn Foster Dulles 

Christian A. Herter 

Donald R. Heath 

G. Frederick Reir,:,art 

Elbridge D~rbrow 

Charles E. Hilson 

Neil H. McElroy 

Thomas S. Gates, Jr. 

Admiral PJthur W. Radford, USN 

General Nathan F. Twining, USAF 

General Lyman L. Lemnitzer , USA 

General /.latthew B. Ridg',;ey 

General 1,laY.',rell D. Taylor 

General Lyman L. Lemnitzer 

General George H. Decker 

Admiral Robert B. Carney 

Admiral Arleigh A. Burke 

General Nathan F. Twining 

General Tho:nas D. I-Ihite 

General Ler:;uel C. S!1epherd, Jr. 

General Randol ph l·:eC . Pate 

General David H. Shoup 

Lt. Gen. Sa!l!uel T. Hil1iams , USA 

Lt. Gen. Lionel C. /;leGarr , USA 

Emperor Bao Dai 

Ngo Dinh Diem 

Prince Buu loc 

Ngo Dinh Diem 

Nguyen Quoe Dip_~ 

Tran Vs.n Do 

Vu Ve.n !·!au 

llgico Van Tri 

Ngo Dinh Die:m 
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1948--VIETNAIYlESE NATIONAL .ARMY WAS CREATED BY FRA1'-TCE . (FALL-RASKIN P . 82 . ) 

010849 THE TERMS OF THE ELYSEE AGREEt-1ENT CONCEDED IN PRINCIPLE THE CREATION 
OF A VIETNAi"iESE ARMY . 

011049 BAO DAI HOPE FOR U.S • .ARMS AID INDICATED . 

060249 DAI WAS PROCLAn-1ED VIETNAMESE 'Et,PEROR . 
/ 

062149 U.S. BACKED THE BAO DAI REGIME . 

101749 JCS SUBMITTED A PLAN FOR USING MOll. SECTION 303 FUNDS IN .AREAS O'l'HER 
THAN CHINA , NAMELY SOUTHEl\.ST ASIA . 

011650 PEKING RECOGNIZED THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM HEADED BY HO CHI 
MINH 0 MOSCOW FOLLOWED SUIT ON JAN 31, 1950 . /J . B. 

020250 FIRST REPORTS ISSUED OF THE ARRIVAlJ OF CHINESE EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
VIETMINH. THEY STARTED A GENERAL OFFENSIVE . /J . B. 

020750 u. S . AND GREAT BRITAIN RECOGNIZED VIETNAM, LAOS, AND CAMBODIA AS 
ASSOCIATED STATES WITHIN THE FRENCH UNION AFTER THE FRENCH RATIFICA 
TION OF THE 1949 ELYSEE AGREEMENT . 

021650 FRENCH REQUESTED U. S . MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FOR 'rHE INDOCHINA 
WAR . 

021950 U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL IN SAIGON HAS RAISED TO LEGATION, AND A MINISTER 
"TAS ACCREDITED TO VIETNAM , CAMBODIA , .AND LAOS. /J.B. 

030650 RUSK REQUESTED THAT MILITARY ATTACn~S BE ASSIGNED TO SAIGON LEGATION. 
/IST 288. 

032550 DEFENSE MINISTER ,PRAN HUY QUAT OUTLINED A PLAN TO EQUIP THE VIETNAVlESE 
ARMY WITHOUTI' FRENCH PARTICIPATION. ( IvlESSAGE 20Lf GUJ.JLION TO ACHESON) 

040550 JCS RECOMl,1ENDED TO SEC • DEl" • DIRECT MILITARY AID BE PROVIDED 'TO THE 
FRENCH IN nmOCHINA. THE RATIONALE HAS BASED ON THE DOMINO THEORY 
RE THE FALL OF SOUTW.....AST ASIA COUNTRIES. 

042450 TBE UoS. ASKED FRANCE WHAT IT HOPED TO ACHIEVE WITH U. S . MILITARY AID. 
TIVELVE NATIVE BATTALIONS ~lERE TO BE READY FOR MILITARY SERVICE BY 1951. 

0 50850 AT' THE FOREIGN rr~NIS'IERS CONFERENCE IN PARIS, MINISTER SCHUNA.N MlNOUNCED 
THAT A VILTNAt.ffiSE NATIONAL ARHY vTOULD BE ESTABLISHED , AIITD SEC . OF 
STATE ACHESO:N ATIllWUJ:I1CED THAT THE U. S. vTOULD SEND ECONOltlIC AND MILITARY 
AID TO THE ASSOCIATED STATES OF HIDOCHTNA MID FRANCE. 

052550 THE U. s. FORrV!.A.LLY AI,lI'TOUNCED THE INTENT TO ESTABLISH AN ECONOi'HC AID 
MISSION TO THE ASSOCIATED STATES OF INDOCHIl'lA . R. BLlJl,1 HAS TO BE 
MISSIOW CHIm". 

A 
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053050 A U . S . ECONOMIC MISSION ARRIVED IN SAIGON . /J . B . 

060650 THE VIETNAMESE GOVERmfENT TRIED '1'0 OFFSET ITS FAILURE TO \-lIN Ov'ER THE 
NATIONALISTS BY CRACKING DOI'lN ON THE GUERRILLAS AND STRESSING THE 
FORMATION OF A VIETNA~1ESE ARMY . BAO DAI HAS CRITICIZED FOR NOT 
ASSUMING AC'rIVE MILITARY COUiN.A.ND OF THE VIETNAMESE ARI-IY . 

0 62950 Iv1AJ. GEN . ERSKINE WAS DESIGNATED CHIEF OF THE MILITARY GROUP OF MDAP 
SURVIVAL MISSION TO VIETDffiM. 

Jill-AUG 1950 THE KOREAN WAR AND U. S . FEAR OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF A VIEnUNH 
VICTORY FOR SOUTHEAST ASIS LED TO A READINESS I N WASHINGTON TO 
INCREASE AMERICAN AID TO THE FRENCH IN INDOCHINA . U . S . AID HO~'lEVER., 
DID NOT CHANGE l<'RENCH POLICY IN VIETNAM. U . S . OFFICIALS IN SAIGON 
WHO DISAGREED HITH FRENCH POLICY IN H.TDOCHlNA WK-qE TRANSFERRED AT 
THE INSISTENCE OF THE FRENCH . /J.B. 

071550 THE U . S . MISSION HEADED BY IvlAJ. GEN . ERSKINE A.RRIVED IN VIETNAM TO 
PAVE THE WAY FOR MAAG . THIS MISSION HAS TO COMPLETE MAP PLANNING 
AND COm'ER HITH THE FRENCH. NO U. S. COMBAT MEN \<1ERE TO GO TO 
INDOCHINA, ONLY MILITARY SUPPLIES WOUI']) BE SENT TO AID THE FRENCH. 

073150 FIRST ELEMENTS OF "MAAG ARRIVED IN INDOCHINA . 

080250 TEN OFFICERS, PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE U.S. MILITARY ADVISORY GROUP, 
ARRIVED I N SAIGON . SHORTLY THEREAFTER AN AGREEMENT WAS REACHED WITH 
THE FRENCH ON OPERATIONS OF THE U.S . MISSION. 

0 80550 THE REPORT OF MAJ . GEN. ERSKINE WAS FILED ( NSC 64) . IN IT HE SPOKE 
OF THE FEC STALEMATE, POLITICAL PROBLEM RE FRENCH- VIETNAMESE, LACK 
OF I NTERNAL SECURITY, INCREASED VuLITARY ASSISTANCE REQUIREMENT FOR 
THE U . S. , THE COMMUNIST CHINA THREAT. FRANCE t S INABILITY TO COPE 
WITH VIETMINH THREAT. 

080650 THE $100 - MILLION WORTH OF U.S. MILITARY SUPPLIES , HHICH ARRIVED BY 
AUGUST 9 , vlERE TO BE USED TO EQUIP THE NEVI VIETNAM NATIONAL ARMY. 
THE FRENC}I HOPF.J) THAT THIS NATIONAL ARMY "\'IOULD ASSUI,fE A MAJOR PART 
OF FIGHTING THE VIETMINH. VIETNAM TROOPS AT THAT TIME WERE 
DISORGANIZED. 

081050 THE FIRS'l' SHIPMEDIT OF MILITARY SUPPLIES ARRIVED IN INDOCHINA FROM THE 
U. S . 

081450 THE FRENCH CABINE'r DECIDED TO REDUCE THE S~I'RENGTH OF THE EXPEDITIONARY 
CORPS BY 9,090 JvlEN . THE REDUCTION , wlIICH HAS t.1ADE AGAINST MILITARY 
ADVICE, vTAS DUE TO TjIE REFUSAL OF THE ASSEr,lBLY TO CONSIDER Tl-':E 
EMPLOYlIJENT OF NATIONAL SERVICE RECRUITS Hi INDOCHINA . 

081550 BILATERAL AGR.EE?·1ENT BEI'HEEH U . S . - FRANCE COVERING rlIDA FOR INDOCHINA HAS 
SIGNED IN DJAKARTA. /217155 . 

B 
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082450 VIETNAMESE TROOPS WERE REPORTED TO BE SLCWLY RELIEVING FRENCH TROOPS . 

082840 THE VIETNAM ARlvrY I S 2ND ANNlVERSA.,.qy i-'TAS OBSRRVED IN ANNA..tV1. THE lACK 
OF OFFICERS AND NON-COMS, Tli""E PRESENCE OF FACTIONS AND HIGH COSTS 
HINDER THE DEVELOPi'·lENT OF THE VIETNAMESE ARtvrY. 

091450 THE ~·TH SESSION TRIPARTITE MEETINGS DISCLOSED 77,000 IN ARlvilES OF THE 
ASSOCIATED STATES, ~4 , 000 NATIONALS IN FEC . 

( 

092450 THE FRENCH PROMISED THAN VAN HUU AID TO INCREASE THE VIETNAM ARMY . 

10 50 t-IDAP MONTHLY REPORT FROM SAIGON DISCLOSED POOR RELATIONS BETIVID,J'{ 
FRENCH AND MAAG. (GULLION TO SECoSTATE) 

1 00450 BRIG . GEN. BRINK BECAME HEAD OF T}ill U.S. ~rrLITARY AID GROUP IN VIETNAM . 

101050 U.S. ESTABLISHED A MILITARY MISSION IN SAIGON. 

101350 THE FRENCH PLANNED TO ENLARGE THE VIETNAM ARMY . GENERAlJ DE LA TOUR DU 
MOULIN WAS APPOIl\TTED ITS MILITARY ADVISOR. 

102450 DIFFICULTIES WITH RESPECT TO ESTABLISHMEII!~ OF VIET FORCE 'VERE IN RECRUIT-
MENT, ORGANIZATION OF CADRES, FINANCING, CONSCRIPI'ION. /SAIGON 
MSG STATE 1ST NOTES 

110550 AN INTER-SERVICE TRAINING COLLEGE i-'TAS OPENED AT DALAT. /LANCASTER . 

110750 FRENCH AND VIETNAM LEADERS AGREED ON A RAPID BUILDUP OF THE VIETNAN 
ARMY. 

110850 VIETNAM WAS EXPECrrED TO SPEND 35 - 40 PERCENT OF ITS 1951 BUDGET ON ITS 
THREE-DIVISION ARMY . 

112250 MINISTER LETOURNEAU TOLD THE FRENCH ASSEtiffilJY THAT BOTH FRENCH AND 
NATIONAL FORCES IN INDOCHINA liTERE 'I'O BE STRENGTHE]\lliD . 

12 50 WITH THE CREATION OF THE ~rrNISTRY FOR THE ASSOCIATED S'I'ATES, NIl\lli 
SEPARATE MINISTRIES I<lERE DIRECTLY CONCER]\lliD liHTH AND RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SOME ASPECT OF FRENCH ACTIVITIES IN rNDOCHINA. /NAVARRE. 

120450 IT WAS ANNOUNCED T:R.AT GElifERI\L DE LATTRE DE TASSIG]\fY i-'TOULD REPLACE 
GENERAL CARPENTIER AND HIGH COI'fJ)\rr SSIONER PIGNON AS THE SUPERIOR 
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN COlvjJvIAl\1])ER . HE TOOK OFFICE TWO DAYS LATER . 

120850 AND 122350 COl-1PI~MENTARY AGREEr,1ENTS TO THE 19~9 ELYSEE AGREEI',jEIIIT 
PROVIDED FOR THE FORr1ATION OF FOUR DIVISIONS BY THE END OF 1951. 
/LANCASTER. 

120850 A NATIONAL VIETNAM ARl'fY HAS FORj\I~LLY SET UP WITH NATIONAL STATUS FOR 
TROOPS BY ORDER OF BAO DAI. 

C 
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121550 GENERAL ERSKINE FINISHED HIS MISSION . 

122350 THE U . S . SIGNED A IvrlJTUAL DEFENSE ASSISTANCE PENTALATERAL AGREEMENT 
vlITH FRANCE, VIETl\W.l, CMlBODIA , Alii,}) LAOS FOR INDIRECT U. S . fI.tILITARY 
AID TO FRENCH ®.-:ION FORCES IN INDOCHINA. THE AGREEfliEI'lT ON DEFENSE 
AND )VIlJ'TUAL ASSISTANCE LAID DOHN THE CONDITIONS UNDER HHICH U. S . AID 
WOULD BE APPORTIONED AND ESTABLIS}lliD THE PRINCIPLE TR4T ALL )V~TERIALS 
PROVIDED \WULD BE HANDED OVER TO THE FRENCH COW/JAND , \-THILE DIRECT 
RELATIONS BETldEEN THE ASSOCIATED 'STATES AND fllAAG WERE TO BE EXPRESSLY 
PRECLlIDED . /LANCASTER . 

122350 MAAG INDOCHINA WAS AUTHORIZED. /217155. 

1951 HO CHI MINH I S ARMY WAS THOUGHT TO CONTAIN 70,000 LIGHTLY ARl'lIED MEN . 2 
PERCElIlT COMMUNISTS AND THE REST WERE STRONG NATIONALISTS . /NYT 

1951 THE ARJv1ED FORCES ON THE FRENCH SIDE = 150,000. ABOUT HALF WERE NATIVES 
OF UNCERTAIN LOYALTY AND EFFECTIVENESS. FLEM-CWOo 

JAN-MAR 51 DE LATTRE ~UCCEEDED IN HALTING COMMUNIST ADVANCES . THE VIETMINH 
WAS FORCED TO RETURN TO GUERILlA TACTICS. THE TROOPS AT Th'E 
DISPOSAL OF THE F'RENCH NOvJ NUMBERED 391 , 000 . 

01 51 THE FRENCH AND VIETMIl\JlI BOTH REORGANIZED THEIR FORCES INTO DIVISIONS , 
SINCE THE TYPE OF COMBAT HAD ESCALATED FROM Gu~RRILLA WARFARE. 

010851 MMG I l\IDOCHlNA WAS OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED WITH A STRENGTH OF 128 . 
/217154-5. 

011051 GENERAL DE LATTRE 'S LEADERSHIP I NCREASED THE MORALE OF BOTH THE FRENCH 
AND THE VIETNfu~SE FORCES . 

03 51 DE LATTRE LEFT FOR PARIS TO ASK F OR REI1WORCn~l\ITS IN OFFICERS, N. e . O' S 
AND TECHNICIANS vlHOSE SERVICES "HOULD BE REQ,UIRED T O TRAIN THE 
NATIONAL ARMIES . 

042551 THE FRENCH TESTED THE ABILITY OF THE VIETKAl'iJESE POLICE TO JvlAINTAIN 
ORDER AND TO CBECK THE VIEI'MINH I NFIl,TRATION IN THE VIl\lliBAO AREA 
SOUTH OF HAIPHONG. 

05 51 THE ADVENT OF THE MONSOON GAVE DE LATTRE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEVOTE MORE 
OF HIS TIME AND ATTENTION TO THE FORfllATION OF THE NATIONAL ARMIES 
AND HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AS HIGH COlvJ'IlISSIO:[\)ER . 

050151 VIETNAJv1ESE ARMY HAD 38 , 500 ~iJEN . 

0 52651 GENERAl; COLLINS STATED THAT $5~ -}'lIl,LION HORTH OF SUPPLIES HAD BEEN 
SHIPPED SINCE JUNE 1949. 

061451 1'HE CAO DAI SECT MILITARY CHIEF COLONEL TRINH MIIfrI 1'AY DEFECTED FROB 
FRENCH- VIEl'NAI.mSl~ FORCES AND LED 2, 500 JviEN IJIYfO CAIvffiODIA. 

D 



,'''-' 
I'::; 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 , By: NWD Date: 2011 

071551 BAO DAI ORDERED TarAlJ VIET]\IAM MOBILIZATION TO MEET A POSSIBLE THREAT 
BY CHINA IF A KOREA TRUCE ~TERE REACHED . 

08 51 THE FRENCH COMMISSIONER FOR SOUTH VIETNAM, GENERAlJ CHANSON, HAS ASSASSINATED. 
/ LANCASTER • . 

080751 PROGRESS IN THE J?ORMATION OF A· N..A.TIONAL VIETNAMESE ARMY "TAS REPORTED. 
VIEI'NAMESE UNITS HAD PERFORMED ADEQUATELY IN ENGAGEMENTS. lACK OF 
LEADERSHIP, FRENCH- VIETNAMESE QUARRELS, hA.CK OF EQUIPIvLE:NT A1I1D AN 
APATHETIC POPUL.A.CE PhA.GUED THE EFFORT. /NIE 35 REPORT . 

09 51 DE UTTRE WENT TO HASHINGTON TO ALhA.Y AMERICAN SUSPICIONS CONCERNING 
FRENCH INTENTIONS IN INDOCHINA AND TO ASK FOR INCREASED MILITARY 
SUPPLIES FOR THE NATIONAL ARMIES . HE RErURNED TO SAIGON OCT 0 19. 
/UNCASTER. 

090251 BRIG. GEN. BRINK REPORTED T}IAT THE FRENCH-VIETNA~lESE FORCES WERE GAINING . 

090751 U. S. SIGNED AND AGREEMENT WITH VIETlIIAM FOR DIRECT ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. 
/J.B. 

092051 DE UT'rRE WENT TO vlASHINGTON TO PLEAD FOR MORE AMERICAN AID, IN PARTICUL.A.R 
FOR NB-J PIJ\.NES AND arHER MODERN EQUIPMEl\j'l', OF WHICH MORE AND MORE 
BEGAN TO ARRIVE IN VIETNAM. 

092351 THE U. S. PROMISED TO ACCELERATE MILITARY Al\)l) ECONOMIC AID TO INDOCHINA . 

10 51 CAO DAI COLONEL TRINH MINH TAY BUILT A REBEL REGIME. HE DENOUNCED 
BOTH FRENCH AND VIEntlINH. 

100151 A SHIPMENT OF RIFLES ENOUGH FOR 4 DIVISIONS ARRIVED IN VIErNAlvl FRmiJ 
THE U.S. 

101651 60,000 VIETNAM DRAFTEES REPORTED FOR MILITARY TRAINING AS PART OF 
MOBILIZATION ORDER OF BAO DAI . 

110651 PROGRESS REPORT ON NSC 5612/1 (OCB) CUlt~D T}IAT PERSONNEL STRENGTH OF 
CIVIL POLICE BOARD v'JAS REDUCED BY 20 PERCENT BECAUSE OF MODERNIZATION 
EQUIPl..fENT , COMMUNICATIONS, AND TRANSPORTATION . /159-1 . 

12 51 A SPEECH BY THE RADICAL SOCIALIST DEPUTY DALADIER REVEALED A GROHING 
FRENCH OPPOSITION TO THE INDOCHINA WAR. DALADIER DU'LA.NDED T}IAT 
FRANCE SEEK PEACE THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS. 

121851 THE U . S. PROPOSED AN AGREEMENT BE MADE BETVTEEN FRANCE AND THE U. S . TO 
I NSURE THE COTITlNUATION OF T}m ELIGIBILITY OF THE STATE OF VIETNAM 
AND THE PRCGRAl'-1S OF MILITARY A]\lD ECONOHIC ASSISTA]\;CE NOH BEING EXTEIlDED. 
AN AGREEjvLENT WAS RATIFIED IN JANUARY 3, 1952 . 

E 
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1951 PROFITING FROM THE CHANGED CHARACTER OF THE HA.R, DE LATTRE HAS ABLE 
DURING HIS BRIEF PROCONSULATE TO GIVE DECISIVE I MPETUS TO THE TARDY 
F ORMATION OF A VIETNAMESE AR/:.i¥, FIRST BY PERSUADING THE VIETNAMESE 
ACCEPI' THE PRINCIPLE OF NATIONAL CONSCRIPI'ION, AND SECO"IDLY BY 
SUCCESSFULLY NEGOTIATING IN WASHINGTON FOR MILIT.A.RY AID TO EQUIP THE 
NATIONAL DIVISIONS THAT IT WAS NOvl PROPOSING TO RAISE AND TRAIN . 
/ LANCASTER . 

( 

EARLY 1952 A TRAINING SCHOOL FOR AIR FORCE PERSON1ffiL WAS OPENED AT NHA TRAN 

010752 GENERAL DE LATTRE \vAS ILL , GENERAL SALAN COMVillNDED THE FRENCH FORCES IN 
HIS ABSENCE . 

011152 DE LATTRE DIED . THE COlvlMUNISTS STARTED A NENI OFFENSIVE. WITH CHHlESE 
EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING ARTILLERY, THEY WERE NCM ABLE TO REDUCE 
DE LATTRE ' S GAINS A i\T]) TO ELIMINATE MANY SMAI,LER POSITIONS BETWEEN 
THE CITIES HELD BY THE FRENCH. 

011152 VIETNAMESE ARMY STRENGTH WAS AT 65,000 . 

011152 TRIPARTITE CHIEFS OF STAFF CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON. 

012852 BAO DAI PLEDGED--TO ES'I'ABLISH A 120,000 - VAN VIETNAM ARMY. 

020452 MINISTER LETOURNEAU COl'jFERRED WITH BAO DAI ON THE BUILDUP OF , AND U. S. 
FOR THE :NATIONAL ARMY . 
LACK OF TOP OFFICERS SLOWED TRAINING. AGREEMENT WAS REACHED ON 
APPOINTING A VIETNAMESE CHIEF OF S'I'AFF AND FULLTIME DEFENSE 11INISTF.B. 

021152 VIETNAMESE PARATROOPERS w"ERE USED IN AN ATTACK ON THE TQJ\TGKIN .A.REA . 

0 22252 DISSIDENT CAODAIST FORCES CLASHED WITH THE FRENCH . THEIR LKIillER , COLONEL 
TRINH MINH TAY, WAS DENOUNCED AS A TRAITOR . 

022352 FRENCH ASKED FOR MORE U. S. AID IN ARMING THE NEVI DIVISIONS . 

022452 GENERAL SAIAN EVACUATED FRENCH AND VIETNAMESE TROOPS FROM HOA BINl-I ArID 
THE i--TESTERN END OF THE HOA BINH.,.HANOI ROAD IN ORDER TO PROVIDE MORE 
TROOPS FOR THE TONGKnJ DELTA OPERATIONS. 

030852 BAO DAI APPOINTED GEATERAL NGUYEN VAN HINH AS CHIEF OF STAFF . 

031852 ACHESON TOLD A SEl'IATE COIlIHTTEE TRA'.r THE INDOCHINA SITUATION HAS VERY 
SERIOUS. HE STRESSED THE l'lEED FOR A LARGE AI!Ju EFFEC'I'IVE NATIVE 
FORCE. LETOURNEAU FELT ACHESON I S ALARlJl VIAS UNJUSTIFIED . 

04 THRU END OF 1952 NATIVE FORCES ~'TERE I NCREASINGLY USED IN THE FIGHTING . 

040152 J.'1INISTER LETOURNEAU WAS NAlv;ED HIGH COr.:r.uSSIQJ\:ER , Mill REI'lAINED IN THE 
FRENCH CABHTET AS THE ASSOCIl\.TJ<.:J) STATES I 11INISTER. GENERAL SALAN 
RU1AIlmD AS THE NILITARY CO~i£.1ANDER. . • 

F 



17 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

040852 THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IvAS ADVISED BY THE SERVICE SECRErARIES THAT 
A POSITIVE COURSE OF ACTION IN I NDOCHINA TtTOULD BE TO EXPAND THE IvW..AG 
TO TRAIN AND EQUIP THE NATIONAL ARt'v1Y TO PROVIDE INTERNAL SECURITY. 

0 41052 LETOURNEAU SAID THAT FRANCE HAS TO HAINTAIN I TS TROOPS ffilJ1'IL NATIVE 
TROOPS \{ERE · READY. 

041652 NATIVE OFFICERS Ul\l])ER GENERAL NGUYEl\T VAN HINH TOOK OVER THE VIETNAM 
ARIvIY GENERAL STAFF . . 

041952 GENERAL SALAN PRAISED NATIVE TROOPS IN THE CLEAN UP DRIVE OF THE TONGKIN 
DELTA. 

042752 THE VIETNAMESE ARMY WAS TO FORB A NATIVE REGIMENTAL COliffiAT TEJI..M AS 
OUTLI~lliD BY ITS CHIEF OF STAFF. 

05 52 VIETNAMESE GENERAL STAFF Cfu~ INTO EXISTENCE . 

051852 EXPANSION OF NATIVE FORCES BROUGHT TOTAL FRENCH AND INDOCHINESE FORCES 
TO 400 , 0000 50,000 REGULAR GROUND TROOPS HAD BEEN ADDED SINCE 
JlJNE 19 

052Lf52 VIETNAH PLANNED TO CALL 20-28 YEAR OlJ)S WITH GRADE SCHOOL EDUCATION 
FOR SERVICE AS OFFICERS. THE GENERAL MOBILIZATION TtTAS DROPPED. 

052852 AT THE TRIPARTITE MEETINGS IN PARIS IT WAS STATED THAT HORE FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE FROM U. S . Tt-TAS NEEDED TO PUT 200 ,000 TROOPS IN ARIvIIES OF 
THE ASSOCIATED STATES. 

06 52 FOUR REGIONAL STAFFS OF THE VIETNAMESE ARMY WERE CREATED. 

06 52 LETOUR~~U w~NT TO WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS INCREASES IN U. S . AID. THESE 
DISC"LJSSIONS RESULTED IN AN AGREEMENT THAT U.S. MILITARY AND FINANCIAL 
ASSIST1~CE SHOliLD BE INCREASED TO COVER 40 PERCENT OF FRENCH 
EXPENSES IN INDOCHINA . A FINAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON JUNE 18 STATED 
THAT THE STRUGGLE IN Tt-THICH THE FORCES OF THE FRENCH ffiIJ-rON AND THE 
ASSOCIATED STATES WERE ENGAGED, AGAINST THE FORCES OF COlv1MUlITIST 
AGGRESSION IN INDOCHINA, TtTAS AN INTEGRA.L PART OF WORLD irUDE RESISTANCE 
BY THE FREE NA'l'IONS TO COMlvfUI'.TIST ATTEMPI'S AT CONQUEST AND SUBVERSION. 
IDEP'I' . STATE . 

060352 millER THE HIGH COJVll'lISSIOIIlliR LETOURNEAU , THE FRENCH PROVOKED MODERATE 
NATIONALISTS BY NAI.,UNG NGUYEN VAN TAM AS PREMIER OF THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT . NGUYEN VAN TAl!!, FATHER OF NGUYEN VAN HIIvIH ~\mo WAS LATER 
MADE CHIEF OF THE VIETNJlJ,lESE ARMY, I'JAS HATED FOR THE PART HE B.AD 
PLAYED EARLIER I N THE CRUEIJ SUPPRESSION OF VIETNAMESE RESISTANCE 
MOVEMENTS . 

0607 52 FRENCH- VIETNAJ:·1 COlvII,tA.l'mOS RAIDED THE ANNAM COAST . 

060952 FRANCE HOPED TO SHIFT THE WAR BURDEIIJ' TO THE VIETNAM FORCES . 

G 
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061552 U. S . MINISTER HRA.TH AND FRENCH MINISTER LETOURNEAU CONFERRED IN 
WASHINGTON. LETOURNEAU PRESSED FOR AID TO EXPAND THE :NATlVE FORCES 
AND URGED FOR COIvlMON U . S . - BRITISH-FRENCH POLICY TO ASSURE VIETNAM 
OF WESTERN SUPPORT . 

062452 I N THE DEBATE OVER NSC 124 , THE TRAINING OF LOCAL ARI/JES WAS AN 
ALTERNATIVE , PUT FORTH BY SECRETARY KIMBALL FOR SUCCESSFULLY 
COmrrERING RUSSIA AT THE LqCAL VTAR LEVEL . 

0 62552 NGUYEN VAN TA1VI TOOK OF'FICE AS PREMIER, APPOINTED BY BAO DAI , HHO WAS 
OF STATE. 

07 52 U.S. LEGATION IN SAIGON WAS RAISED TO EMBASSY STATUS. U.S. ~mASSADOR 
PRESENTED CREDENTIALS TO BAO DAI. A VIETNAMESE EMBASSY vJAS 
ESTABLISHED I N WASHINGTON D.C. !J.B. 

071252 LETOURNEAU REVEALED THAT THE VIETNAM NATIONAL ARMY TOTALED 68,000 MEN . 

073052 FRANCE WARNED THAT SHE MIGHT HAVE TO ABANDON THE \<TAR IF THE U. S . DID NOT 
I NCREASE FUNDS FOR FRENCH DEFENSE CONTRACTS. AID TO INDOCHINA FOR 
1953 \<TAS SET AT $350-MILLION . FRENCH HINTED FOR U.S. RELIEF FORCES . 

0 80152 VIETNAM ' S PREMIER PLEDGED THO MORE NATIVE DIVISIONS BY THE YEAR ' S END. 
PLANNED A NEW TAX TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE ARMY . 

0 92152 THE VIETMINH STAGED AN ATTACK NEAR SAIGON . ------ -

101252 THE 200TH U.S. SHIP CARRYING Jv'.t.ILITARY AID ARRIVED IN SAIGON. !J. B. 

53 A NAVAL TRAINING SCHOOL \<TAS ESTABLISHED AT NHA TRANG . 

012053 GENERAL 0' DANIEL WENT TO VIETNAM TO REVIEI<T LETOURNEAU ' S OPERATION 
PLANS. 

0 2 53 AD HOC COMMITTEE TO THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ISA RECOMMEIIDED AGAINST 
DIRECT AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN THE VIETNAMESE TRAINING PROGRAM 
FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. ! JCS JUST . 

0 20453 MINISTER LETOURNEAU REPORTED ON A NEVT PLAN TO SPPED UP VIETNAIvlESE TROOP 
TRAINING. 

021653 EX-PREMIER REYNAUD FELT INCREASING THE VIETNAM ARMY HAS THE Ol\TI,Y SOLUTION 
TO THE MILITARY STALEVATE . Iv'JARSHALL JUIN CONCURRED . 

0 22253 THE FREJ:IJCH- VIETNAMESE HIGH IvL1LITARY CGr-1M:ISSION CONSIDERED DOUBLING THE 
VIETNA14 ARMY. IT APPEARED THAT THE FREt-TCH J-IAD ACCEPTED BAO DAI r S 
ARlvIY CHIEF OF STAFF GEN . NGUYEN VA1~ HINE r S PLAN TO INCREASE THE 
REGULAR. ARMY . FINANCING DIFFICULTIES vTERE ANTICIPATED . 

H 
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0 22353 TALKS TOOK PLACE AT DALAT , VIETRA..M, BETi'lliEN THE FRENCH AND VIETNAMESE 
THE HIGH MILITARY COIvItvWJ\!D . THEY DECIDED TO DOLJ13LE THE PROJECTED 
SIZE OF THE VNA BY ADDING 60 MORE LIGHT BATTALIONS. ~rnERS PRESENT 
HERE BAO DAI (CHIEF-OF-STATE), NGUYEN VAN TAM (PREMIER) , NGUYEN VAN 
HINH ( CHIEF OF STAFF), LETOURNEAU, AND SALAN. THE DECISION ~"AS A 
MOVE TO Er-J"D. THE MILITARY STALEl'IlATE . THE REGU.LAR ARMY = 160,000. 
30,000 WOULD· BE ADDED BY TB-.E END OF 1953 IN 20 BATTALIONS . 

022453 C.L.SULZBERGER REPORTED PREJvfJER MAYER AS SAYING THAT FRANCE COULD NOT 
FULFILL ANY MORE EUROPEAN COMMITMENTS UNLESS THE NATO ALLIES INCREASED 
THEIR AID. A COMIvl..ITTEE AGREED TO INCREASE VNA BATTALIONS FROM 30 TO 
THE U. S. OFFERED $42 MILLION IN AID CONDITIONAL ON THE PLACEMENT OF 
OBSERVERS v.JITH THE TROOPS. INTI 022443. 

022453 A JOINT FRENCH-VIETNAMESE HIGH MILITARY COMMITTEE DECIDED TO RAISE 71 
BATTALIONS. 

022553 VIETNA.M HAS GIVEN MORE FREEDOM nr DEVELOPING ITS NATIONAL A.R.MY APART 
FROM FRENCH CONTROL. 54 BATTALIONS WERE TO BE FOR.J.\1ED IN 1953, TO 
CONTROL AREAS LESS UNDER REBEL CONTROL. 

SPRING 1953 EXPEDITIONARY CORPS = LAND FORCES OF 175 ,000 REGULAR TROOPS, 
INCLUDING 54 ,000 FRENCH, 30,000 NORTH AFRICAN, 18,000 AFRICAN, 
20,000 LEGIONARIES, 53,000 LOCALLY RAISED TROOPS , AND 55 , 000 
AUXILIARY TROOPS, A NAVAL CONTINGENT OF 5,000, AIR FORCE CONTINGENT 
OF 10,000. IN THE ARMIES OF THE ASSOCIATED STATES I'lliRE 150,000 
REGULAR AND 50,000 AUXILIARY TROOPS IN VIETNAl'il, 1 5 ,000 E~ Ikll.OS, 
10,000 I N CAl'ilBODIA. lNAVARRE. 

03 53 THE FRANCO-VIETNAMESE HIGH MILITARY COUNCIL APPROVED A NEVT PROGRAl'I! 
CALLING FOR AN INCREASE IN VIETNAMESE STRENGTH DURING 1953 OF 
40,000 MEN IN 54 flC OlvJ1flANDOfl BATTALIONS . 

031453 THE FRENCH CABINET CONSIDERED A PLAN THAT "\ITOULD LESSEN I TS INDOCHIJI.lA 
COMI'ilITME1\jTS BY TRAINING MORE VIETNAMESE. 

032053 ON A VISIT TO INDOCHINA, U.So GEN. ~ARK CLARK PRAISED FRENCH TACTICS 
AND TRAINING METHODS , SM! NO NEED FOR U. S . MILITARY INSTRUCTORS , 
AND SAID THE U.S. WOULD NOT FOIST ITS METHODS ON THE FRENCH . 

032353 GEN. MARK CLARK STRESSED THE :NEED TO EXPAND THE VIETNAM ARl'ilY , MID HAS 
INTERESTED IN DEVELOPING THE LOCAL MILI TIA, OFFICER CADRES, AND 
TROOP IvlOBILITY . 

032553 H.H.BALDWIN HAS OPTIMISTIC RE FRENCH DIVESTMENT AND VIETNAM ARMY STRENGTH. 

042253 AT THE BIPA.R.TITE (US - ]:'RANCE) MEETINGS I N HASHINGTON , DULLES HAS VERY 
ANXIOUS FOR FREl\TCH TO ADOPT THE SUCCESSFUL U. S . - KOREAN I NSTRUCTIONAL 
METHODS FOR USE IN IrIDOCHI~lA . IJCS RIST . 

I 
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0 42253 THE PARIS GOv~NT DECREED THAT FRANCE WOULD BE REPRESENTED IN I~IDOCHINA 
BY A HIGH COMMISSION CONSISTING OF A CO~WITSSIONER GE~ffiRAL IN SAIGON 
AND HIGH COMMISSIONERS IN EACH OF THE ASSOCIATED STATES . 

0 42653 G. GAUTIER WAS APPOINTED HIGH COMMISSIONER IN VIETNAM . 

0 5 53 ALTOGETHER VIETMINH INSURGENTS STRENGTH = 280 , 000 INCLUDING REGULARS, 
REGIONAL TROOPS , MILITIAMEN . THE MAIN STRIKING FORCE = 70,000 MEN , 
I N FIVE ELITE DIVISIONS . 

0 50853 GEN . HENRI NAVARRE WAS APPOIl\TTED BY PREMIER VlAYER AS COMi'.ffi.NDER IN CHIEF 
OF THE FRENCH UNION FORCES IN nmOCHlNA , SUCCEEDING GEN . SALAN . HE 
TOOK OFFICE MAY 20 0 

060453 VNA DEVELOPMENT PROMISED BY FRENCH IN 1949 HAD BEEN RETARDED BY A 
SHORTAGE OF OFFICERS, BY FRENCH LACK OF FAITH IN THE VIETNAl~SE AND 
FRENCH FISCAL PROBLEMS . /NIE 91 

07 53 THROUGHOUT THE MOGrrH NAVARRE WAS I N PARIS ATTENDING l!1EETINGS CONCERNING 
FRENCH ACTIVITIES IN INDOCHINA . THE SCALE OF HIS DEV1AJ\1])S WERE OBJECTED 
TO BY THE CHIEFS OF STAFF BECAUSE FULFILLING THEM vJOULD HAVE AN 
ADVERSE EE'FECT ON THE GEl\J-:ERAL MILITARY SITUATION IN EUROPE AND NORTH 
AFRICA . I T WAS SUGGESTED TO TRY TO GET AN IlIlTERNATIONAL GUARANTEE 
OF LAOTIA}T TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY TO LESSEN THE FRENCH RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR SECURITY . /LANCASTER. 

070353 FRENCH GOVERNMENT HANDED A NOTE TO T}lli HIGH COMMISSIONER OF VIETNAM, 
CAMBODIA IN WHICH IT MADE A SOLEMN DECLARATION OF ITS READINESS TO 
COMPLETE THE INDEPENDENCE AND SOVEREIGf,.1TY OF THE ASSOCIATED STATES BY 
TRANSFERRING ALL FUNCTIONS I<THICH REfv!..AlNED UNDER FRENCH CONTROL, AND 
I NVITED THE GOVERNMENTS TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE FRENCH THE SETTLEl'~ 
OF OUTmANDING CLAIrvr..s IN THE ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL , J1IDICIAL , VJILITARY , 
A~ID POLITICAL SPHERES . /LANCASTER . 

0 70353 M.DEJEAN WAS APPOIl\lTED COMi'tlSSIONER GENERAL TO THE ASSOCIATED STA'l'ES . 

0 70953 u.s. GEN. O' DANIEL ENDED A 3 -WEEK SURVEY . HE FAVORED AN INCREASE IN 
MILITARY AID A}ID WAS CONFIDENT OF FRENCH VICTORY ONCE THE VIETNAr~SE 
Am·IT WAS FULLY ORGANIZED. 

071253 IN FRANCO- U. S . BILATERAL TALKS , THE NAVARRE PLAN WAS DEFINED , AS CALLING 
FOR A STRUCTL~L REORGANIZATION TO CREATE U1~ITS BETTER ADAPTED FOR 
WAR CONDITIONS AND OFFENSIVE OPERA'.i:'IONS . /IST NOTES 67 . 

071653 JAMES RESTON, N)'""T, LINKED T}lli LAG IN JliATJYE TROOP DEVELOH-'1ENT TO NON
ENTHUSIASM FOR BAO DAI ' S REG H1E . 

072753 AFTER THE KOREAN ARMISTICE, U. S . AID FOR THE FRENCH IN VIETNAI'1 GRRT IN 
VOLUl1E. 

J 
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0.90.653 No.N- Co.MMUNIST NATIo.NALISTS HELD A Co.NFERENCE IN SAIGo.N . THEY DENo.UNCED 
FRENCH Co.Lo.NIALISM, ATTACKED PREMIER TAM AND DEMA1'DED AN ELECTED 
NATIo.NAL ASSEMBLY. 

0.92353 THE FRENCH Fo.R.'VfA.LLY AGREED TO. ALLOWING U. S . PERSo.NNEL TO. EXJU.UNE THE 
TO. \lTHICH U. S. AID WAS BEING. PUT . 

/ 

10. 53 IT WAS Ho.PED THAT 30. , 0.0.0. MEN Wo.ULD BE Mo.BILIZED Fo.R THE VIETNAJ:v1 ARMY 
BEFo.RE DECEMBER . 

10.1453 A VIEI'NAM NATIo.NAL Co.NGRESS o.F 20.0. Co.NVENED I N SAIGo.N . RATHER THAN CHo.o.SE 
POTENTIAL DELEGATES Fo.R A MEETING WITH FRANCE THEY PASSED A RESo.LUTIo.N 
DECLARING AN Il\JllEPENDENT VIETNAM WAS NOT TO. PARTICIPATE IN THE FRENCH 
UNIo.N. 

10.1553 GENERAL NAVARRE LAUNCHED THE HEAVIEST o.FFENSlVE o.PERATIo.N IN TITo. YEARS. 

11 53 GENERALS o. 'DANIEL AND Bo.NSAL Co.NDUCTED A SECo.ND SURVEY I N VIETNAM. 
/REPo.RT FILED 12-19- 53. 

11 53 GENERAL o. ' D.,~NIEL REPo.RTED o.N RECo.MMENDATIo.NS HE MADE TO. THE FRENCH WHICH 
ALL FELL SHo.RT o.F I NTRo.DUCTIo.N o.F LARGE AMERICAN INFLUENCE IN PLANNING 
o.F o.PERATIo.NS AND TRAINING o.F VIETNAMESE Fo.RCES. / JCS HIST . 

11 53 BRIG. GEN. PAUL W. CARAHAY REPo.RTED TRA.T THERE WAS LITTLE SEI--ffiLANCE o.F A 
NATIo.NAL ARMY . 

111953 THE 21~ REPo.RT o.F GENERAL o.'DANIEL STATED THAT THE FRENCH Po.SSESSED THE 
MILITARY HTITIATIVE . INDIGENo.US AIDiJY DEVELo.PMENT HAD o.CCURRED AS 
PLANNED . VIETNAMESE BATTALIo.NS SHo.ULD BE USED o.NLY WITH REGULAR Fo.RCES 
AND NOT IN SEPARATE BATTALIo.NS. REo.RGANIZATIo.N o.F FRENCH Fo.RCES INTO. 
Mo.BlLE GRo.UPS AND DIVISo.NS HAD BEZN SIGNIFICANT . NATIo.NAL ARMY 
TRAINING HAD BEEN UNSA'l'ISFACTo.RY . CHIEF MAAG INDo.CHINA HAD KEPT ABREAST 
o.F FRENCH PLANS . 

112953 Ho. CHI MINH ISSUED A CALL Fo.R PEACE NEGOTIATIo.NS IN A STo.CKHo.LM NEVlSPAPER . 

121753 NGUYEN VAN TAM LEFT HIS o.FFICE AS PREMIER. 

121853 BAo. DAI ASKED PRINCE BUD Lo.C TO. TAKE THE PREMIERSHIP o.F VIETNAII . HE 
ENTERED o.FFICE JAN. 16, 1954 A}ID SERVED U11rIL J1IT{E 16, 1954 . 

1953 A Co.NSIDERABLE Po.RTION o.F U.S. AID IN 1953 WAS TO. EQUIP THE GRo.~nNG 
VIETNAHESE ARMY , vTHWH TOTALED 155, 0.0.0. AT THE El'ill o.F 1952 , AND WAS 
EXPANDED BY Lfo. , 0.0.0. BY THE EJl.lD o.F 1953 , TO. REACH A TOTAL STRKNGTH o.F 
30.0. ,0.0.0. BY THE END o.F 1954 . FRANCE PLANNED "TO. INCREASE FEC STRENGTH 
I N INDo.CHINA TO. 250. ,0.0.0. BY THE END o.F 1953. / Al,1 

54 THERE WERE 25 Al'1ERICANS ATTACHED TO. STEM AS ECo.No.IHC AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTAIIlTS I N I NDo.CHINA . STEM ff...A.D 10.0. NATIVE EtIPLo.YEES 

K 
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01 54 FEC IN INDOCHINA = 240,000. VIETNAMESE NATIONAL Am,IT = 211,000 . 
LAOTIAN ARMY = 21,000 . CAMBODIAN ARMY = 16,000 . VIETj\HNH = 
115,000. REGULARS PLUS 185,000 l'IuLITIAMEN + GUERRILLAS . 

011654 THE CABINET OF PRINCE BUD LOC HAS INVESTED. 

012651~ AT THE BIG FOUR CONFERENCE IN .BERLIN, BIDAULT SPECIFIED THAT A 
CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA BE HELD . THE MAIN RESULT OF THE BERLIN 

I 

CONFERENCE WAS THE SETTING OF APRIL 26 FOR A ~lliETING AT GENEVA ON 
INDOCHINA. /FLEH- C\.<TO . 

012954 SEC.DEF. ~MO TO SEC. AF . DIRECTED· 200 AIR FORCE PERSONNEL TO INDOCHINA 
TDY TO JU~~ 15, 1954 . 

012954 MAJOR GEl\lERAL ERSKINE , CHAIRlvIAN OF THE PRESIDENT ' S SPECIAL COlvJMITTEE 
ON INDOCHINA, THOUGHT MAAG INDOCHINA SHOULD BE RAISED TO MISSION 
LEVEL TO HELP HITH TRAINING . 

02 54 THE NEVI FIRST VIETNAMESE DIVISION WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED ACCORDING TO 
THE NAVARRE PLAN AND LEFT IN A STATIC POSITION, TURNED AGAINST 
BAO DAI AND THE FRENCH. /FLEM- C\.<TO. 

02 54 PRESIDENT R}mE OF KORF~ OFFERED TO SEND A ROK DIVISION TO INDOCHINA . 
HERE OPPOSED. /314 - 1 -

020154 PRESIDENT EISENHOWER, THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, THE JOINT CHIEFS 
OF STAFF, OTHER AGENCIES OF THE GOVERl\~l\IT AND A SPECIAL CO~1ITTEE 
UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF W. BEDELL SMITH HAD STUDIED THE INDOCHINA 
SITUATION IN TERMS OF WHAT COURSE THE U. S. SHOULD FOLLOW, THEY 
HAD CONSIDERED THE USE OF U.S. GROU1W AIR AND NAVAL FORCES IN 
INDOCHINA AND ALSO REVIEWED THE OLD THEORY THAT INDOCHINA WAS THE 
KEY TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, HEIGHED ALTERNATIVE PLANS LIKE THE 
STRENGTHENING OF THAILAND. /FLEM-Clt-TO . 

02055L~ GEN. 0 ' DANIEL ' S REPORT ON HIS 3RD VISIT TO VIETNAM RECOMlv1ENDED 1) 
ORGANIZATION OF A Sl'IlALL STAFF TO GO QUICKLY TO VIETNAM HITH DETAILED 
OPERATIONS AND TRAINING PLANS 2) ~WO OFFICERS TO BE ATTACHED TO 
VIETNAMESE GOVEIOO1ENT 3) MORE FUNDS FOR STEM 4) TRAINING COMNAJ',J1) 
FOR VIETNAMESE NAVAL AND AIR FORCES . 

020954 WAR MINISTER RENE PLEVEN TOURED VIETNAM. /LANCASTER. 

l'IuD FEB. 1954 GENERALS FAY AND BLANCK, CHIEFS OF STAFF OF AIR FORCE AND ARj\IT 
RESPECTIVELY, AND SECRETARY OF WAR PIERRE DE CHEVIGI'm TOURED VIETNAM 
FOR FRANCE . /LANCASTER . 

MAR-APR 54 THE BATTLE OF DIEN BIEN PHD RAGED. 

030354 PRINCE BulJ LOC ARRIVED IN PARIS HITH A DELEGATE TO l\iEGOTIATE A SETTLEI'1ENT 
OF VIETNAM CLAIMS ON TJ-JE BASIS OF THE FRENCH GOVERNI'illNT ' S SOLEilJIlT 
ATION OF JTJLY 3, 1953. THE FRENCH INSISTED ON A COi'-'TI'-1ITTEE TO EXAHINE 
THE TOTAL nUJEPENDENCE AND A Cm1HITTEE TO DEFINE THE NATURE OF VIETHAjvl'S 
ASSOCIATION TO FRANCE . THIS EFFECrrrVELY TIED UP AND PUT OFF .u.CTIONS 
Ul\frIL T}JE GENEVA CONFERENCE OPENED . ( SEE OL~285L~) /LANCASTER . 

L 



23 

Declassified per Executi ve Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 633 16 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

03205L~ ALSOP REPORTED THAT GENERAL ELY SAID IN WASHINGTON THAT FRANCE COULD NOT 
WIN WITH THE MEANS AT HAl\1J) AND MUST THEREFORE SEEK A NEGOTIATED PEACE 
Bill' THE U. S . COULD NOT ACCEPI' THIS BECAUSE THERE WAS NO FIGHTING 
I N I NDOCHINA , AS IN KORRI-\. . THE ENEMY WAS EVERYliTHERE , SO IF THE FRENCH 
WITHDREI-l . ANY :NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT ~fLJST LEAD RAPIDLY TO TOTAL COllirltUNIST 
CONTROL . ' /FLEM- CWO . 

0 32254 ADMIRAL ARTHUR RADFORD, CHAIRMAN OF JCS , DECLARED THAT THE FRENCH vJERE 
GOI NG TO WIN THIS WAR . /FLEM- CY-{O . 

0 32454 THE PRESIDE]\rr OF U. S . PRAISED THE HEROISM OF THE FRENCH FORCES AND 
DECLARED THAT COMMUNIST AGGRESSION vIAS BEING FOUGHT IN INDOCHINA . 
COMMUNIST AGGRESSION WAS THE STOCK PHRASE USED IN WASHINGTON TO 
THE INDOCHINA WAR . /FLEM- CliTO . 

0 32954 DULLES MADE A SPEECH APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT I N ADVANCE, DECLARING THAT 
COMl'J!UNIST DOMINATION OF INDOCHINA AND SOUTH EAST ASIA BY WnATEVER 
liTOULD BE A GRAVE THREAT TO THE FREE Cm,frIDNITY AND SHOULD NOT BE PASSIVE -
LY ACCEPI'ED . IN THESE liTORDS HE RULED OUT EVEN A FREE ELECTION AS A 
MEANS OF LEGITIUiIZING THE COMMUNIST GOVRRl'JlvfENT OF HO CHI lfJlNH IN INDO
CHINA , STRESSING INSTEAD THE RICHES OF THE AREA AND ITS GREAT STRATEGIC 
I MPORTANCE . REACTION IN SAIGON WAS U. S . UNPOPULAR . /FLEM- CWO 
CHECK FLEM- CWO PG 689 NOTE 99 

04 54 GENERAL 0 ' DNAIEL WAS ASSIGNED PERMANE]\ITLY TO INDOCHINA . /JCS HIST . 

040354 IN WASHINGTON A SECRET CONFERENCE ",TAS HELD IN WHICH DULLES AND RADFORD 
TRI ED TO PERSUADE EIGHT LEADERS OF CONGRESS TO AGREE TO SUPPORT A 
CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING OUR ENTRY INTO THE INDOCHINA WAR . 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED BY AUTHORITY OF THE PRESIDENT . THE LEGISLATORS 
PRESENT I'lliRE SEN . \HLLIAM F . KNOWLAND, SEN. EUGENE MILLIMAN, SEN . LYNDON 
J OHNSON , SEN . RICHARD B. RUSSELL, SEN . EARL C. CLEME]\ITS , HOUSE SPEAKER 
J OSEPH MARTIN, REP . JOHN H. MC CORMACK, AND REP. J . PERCY PRIEST . 
RADFORD WANTED TO S'END 200 PLANES FROM T1-i"'E CARRIERS ESSEX AND 
\lTHICH HE HAD READY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, PLUS OTHER PLAl\TES FROM THE 
PHILIPPINES , TO SAVE DIEN BIEN PI-fLJ . QUESTIONING BROUGHT OUT THAT NONE 
OF THE OTHER ~'HREE J OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF APPROVED OF THE IDE./I. . RADFORD 
SAID THISI>JAS BECAUSE HE HAD SPENT MORE TIME IN THE FAR EAST TPM A.l\J-y 
OF THEM AIm SO HE UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION BETTER. /FLD1- CHO . 

04075L~ PRES . EISENHOWER USED THE ROH OF DOlvuNIES THEORY AT A PRESS CO]\J"FERENCE . 
/GETTLEMAN P . 100 

0 41354 IN A MEMO FROM JCS TO SEC . DEF . IT WAS STATED THAT THE ARMY WAS 
CURREl\ITLY CAPABLE OF ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING INTERNAL SECURITY 
AGAINST DISSIDENTS AND BANDITS BUT NOT AGAINST VIETi/JINH ALL OUT 
AGGRESSION UNDER DRV DIRECTION . 

041554 ADMIRAL RI-\DFORD , CHAIBlv~N OF JCS SAID IN A SPEECH THAT I NDOCHINA 'S LOSS 
WOULD BE THE PRELUDE TO THE LOSS OF ALL SOUTHEAST ASIA Al'TD A THREAT TO 
A FAR WIDER AREA . /GETTLE.10AlIJ P.I00 

M 
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041654 VICE PRESIDENT NIXON IN AN ADDRESS TO THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF l\l},"'1tTSFAPER 
EDITORS RULED OUT NEGOTIATIONS HITH THE COMMLJNISTS TO DIVIDE TBE 
TERRITORY. HE SAID, II IT IS HOPED THAT THE U. S . WILL NOT HAVE TO SEND 
TROOPS THERE , BUT IF THE GOVERNfvIENT CANNOT AVOID IT, THE ADi"uNISTRATION 
MUST FACE UP TO THE SITUATION AN]) DISPATCH FORCES . II /GETTLEMEN 

042654 PUBLIC REACTION T,-JAS SO ADVERSE TO NIXON ' S STATEMENT THAT DULLES 
SAID THAT THE SENDING OF TROOPS WAS UNLIKELY . /FLEM- 0i-TO . 

! 

042854 A JOI.fIJl' FRANCO-VIETNA.i\fESE DECLARATION STATED THll.T VIETNAM, (THE INDEPEND 
ENCE OF WHICH THE FRENCH HAD PROCLAIMED HALF A DOZEN TIMES ), HAS 
FULLY INDEPENDENT . 

05 54 THE QUAI D'ORSAY AT THE INSISTENCE OF THE U. S . DEPT . OF STATE 
SENT ITS El'fJ..1SSARIES TO BAO DAI AT CANNES TO RIG THE APPOINTl1ENT OF 
DIEM ARRIVED IN SAIGON 1954 . ( WID 41 - 57) EARLY IN MAY DIEM HAD TROUBLE 
WITH BAO DAI . NEITHER FRENCH NOR BAO DAI HAD ANY LIKING FOR DIEM. 
DULLES AND CARDINAL SPELLMAN w""ERE IN FAVOR OF A GOVERNMEN'l' HFADED BY 
DIEM ALTHOUGH THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT DULLES HAS NOr OVERENTliUSIASTIC 
ABOUT DIEM. THE FRENCH GOVERNfvIENT DID NOT OPPOSE IT . SOME FRENCH 
LEADERS ENCOURAGED IT --FORMER HIGH C01;WJ..1SSIONER LETOUR1\'EAU AND 
FREDERIC-DUPONT, WHO FOR A FEll}" DAYS BEFORE THE FALL OF THE LANIEL 
HAD SERVED AS l'f.tINIS1'ER FOR THE ASSOCIATED STATES OF INDOCHINA. / J • B. 

0 50354 MAJOR GENERAL THOM.AS J. H. TRAPNELL DISAGREED I N NEARLY ALL RESPECTS vJITH 
GENERAL 0 ' DANIEL ON ASSESSMENT OF THE INDOCHINA WAR . HE STRESSED THE 
POLITICAL NATURE OF THE WAR AND SAID THAT A STRICTLY MILITARY SOLUTION 
WAS NOT POSSIBLE . 

050654 DIEN BIEN PHU FELL. 

0 50754 AFTER DIEN BIEN PHU FELL , SECRETARY DULLES SAID THAT THE PRESENT 
CONDITIONS IN INDOCHINA DID NOT PROVIDE A SUITABLE BASIS FOR THE U. S o 

TO PARTICIPATE vJITH ITS ARMED FORCES . HE DECLARED HOvJEVER, THAT IF AN 
ARMISTICE OR CEASEFIRE CONCLUDED AT GENEVA PROVIDED A ROAD TO A 
COMMLJNIST TAKEOVER AND FURTHER AGGRESSION, OR IF HOSTILITIES CONTINUED, 
THEN THE NEED WOULD BE EVEN MORE URGENT TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS 
FOR UNITED ACTION I N DEFENSE OF THE AREA . THE SECRETARY THEN 
POINTED OUT THAT PRESIDENT EISE}lHCMER HAD REPEATEDLY Ei'/LPHASIZED THAT U. S . 
WOULD NOT TAKE MILITARY ACTION IN INDOCHINA WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF 
CONGRESS AND TRAT HE WOULD NOT SEEK SUCH SUPPORT UNLESS THERE HAS 
ADEQUATE COLLECTIVE EFFORT BASED m. GENUINE MLfl'UALITY OF PURPOSE IN 
DEFEIIIDING VITAL INTERESTS . 

0 50854 GENEVA CO~WERENCE ON I1\uOCHINA . (MAY 8 - JULY 21) 

051254 REPORTS OF A PRESS CONFERENCE I N vJASHIHGTON AT WHICH DUIJLES HAS REPORTED 
TO HAVE DECLARED THAT THE RETENTION OF INDOCHINA viAS NOT ESSENTIAL TO 
Tl-'~ DEFENSE OF SOUTHEAST ASIA AFFEC1'ED FRENCH MORALE ADVERSELY AT GENEVA. 

N 
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051554 GEN . ELY AGREED TO ALLOvHNG U.S. TO TRAIN VIETNAMESE AND TO U. S . ADVISORS 
I N VIETNAMESE UNITS . HE DID NOT GIVE ASSENT TO FORMATION OF VIETNAJ1 
I NTO LIGHT DIVISIONS PER GENERAL 0 ' DANIEll I S REQUEST . / JCS HIST . 

051854 GENERALS ELY, SALAN, AND PELISSIER iI .. !.-qRIVED IN SAIGON. /LANCASTER . 

0518+20 1954 BAO DAI SOUGHT SUPPORT FROM U. S . FOR VNA . THIS HAS VIE'VlED AS AN 
ATTEIvIPI' TO ASCERTAIN IHLLINGj\1ESS OF U. S . TO REPLACE FRENCH . 

( 

052054 JCS WERE CONVINCED THAT U. S. INrERVENTION IN INDOCHINA SHOULD BE 
PREDICATED ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE NATIONAL ARMIES AT THE BEST 
GUARANTEE OF A MILI TARY VICTORY. /JCS HIST . 

052Lf54 GENERAL O'DANIEL PRESENTED A PLAN TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILSON TO CREATE 
2 VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS IN THE NORTH AND 9 IN THE SOUTH vTITH FRENCH 
COMMAND BUT U. S . COUNTERPART STAFF REPRESE:r-.J"TATION . THE JCS FELT THIS 
WAS AN UNWORKABLE ARRANGEME]\lT WITHOUT PRIOR AGREEMENT AT GOV'l' . LEVEL . 
/ JCS HIST . 

05265Lf MEMO FROM JCS TO SEC . DEF. STATED 2250 u . S . PERSONNEL OVER THE 350 
WERE MAAG REQUIRED TO TRAIN THE ASS OCIATED STATES FORCES . 

06 54 THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO SET UP A COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF THE NORTH WHICH WAS INVESTED WITH THE P01ilERS HITHERTO EXERCISED BY 
THE GOVERNOR , AND WAS INSTRUCTED TO PREPARE THE DEFENSE OF HANOI IJ"I THE 
EVENT OF A FRENCH WITHDRAWAL . THESE ORDERS WERE LATER AHE~mED WITH THE 
RESULT THAT THE COHIvIITTEE DIRECTED ITS ACTIVITIES TOWARD THE ORGANIZA
TION OF RECEPTION CENTERS FOR THE REFUGEES vJHO vlERE LATER TRANSFERRED 
SOUTH. 

JUNE - JULY 1954 THE 11TH AND 14TH FRENCH I NFANTRY DIVISIONS WERE HOVED TO TUNISIA 
WITH MDAP EQUIPMENT WITHOUT U. S . BUT WITH SACEUR APPROVAL . 

06 54 PRESIDENT mIEE OF KOREA I S OFFER TO SEND A ROK ARMY CORPS TO I NDOCHINA WAS 
KEPT ~ER CONSIDERATION . /314 -1. 

06 54 VIETNAH ARMY WAS AT ITS PEAK STRENGTH OF 219,000 . /WID 20-56 . 

060154 LANDSDALE ARRIVED IN SAIGON TO HEAD SAIGON MILITARY MISSION . /Sl~ REPT . 

060354 ADMIRAL RADFORD SUGGESTED TO GENERAL VALLUY, HE..AD OF THE FRENCH MILITARY 
MISSION, THE USE OF SOUTH KOREAN TROOPS I N INDOCHINA WAR . ACCORDING 
TO VALLUY THE FRENCH WERE READY TO TURN OV'ili TO THE U. S . 2 LARGE 
TRAINING CAMPS . 

060354 GENERAL PAUL ELY WAS APPOINTED FRENCH HIGH COlvIl'-1ISSI01TER FOR INDOCHINA . 

060454 FRANCE INITIALED TREATIES 'dHICH GAVE THE FRENCH-RECOGNIZED VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNHENT COMPLETE I NDEPENDENCE . VIETNAl\1 AGREED TO A FREE ASSOCIATION 
HITH FRANCE IdITHIN THE FRENCH UNION . /NYT 

o 
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O'6O'l.J54 I N PARIS, FRENCH PREMIER LANIEL AND VIETNAMESE PR11vlIER BUU I,O'C INITIALED 
TWO' TREATIES, A TREATY O'F ITliTIEPENDENCE O'F VIETHAM AI\1J) A TREATY O'F 
ASSOCIATIO'N PRO'VIDING FO'R CO'O'PERATIO'N THRO'UGH A HIGH CO'UNCIL. (DETAILS 
O'N FUTURE CO'LlABO'RATIO'N , ESPECIALLY MILITARY AND ECO'NO'MIC, \'TERE TO' BE 
WO'RKED O'UT IN SEPARA'YE CO'NVENTIO'NS willCH WERE NEVER CO'NCLlTDED .) 

0'60'554 GEN . PAUL HENRI ELY WAS APPO'INTED TO' REPLACE DEJEAN AS CO'J'iJjVf..ISSIO'TIJ"'ER 
GENERAL FO'R THE ASSO'CIATED STATES AND REPLACING NAVARRE AS CO'HJ..lANDER AND 
CHIEF O'F THE FRENCH UNIO'N FO'RCES IN INDOCHINA. 

( 

0'60'654 THE FRENCH AGREED TO' THE APPO'INTMENT O'F NGO' DI:i\TH DIEM AS PREMIER O'F SO'UTH 
VIETNAM. 

0'60'854 GENERAL NAVARRE TURNED O'VER HIS CO'MMAND TO' GENERAL PAUL ELY . 

0'60'954 GENERAL ELY , THRU O'! DANIEL , REQUESTED THAT THE U. S . ASSlJ1.m O'RGANIZATIO'NAL 
AND SUPERVISO'RIAL DUTIES IN TRAINING VIETNAMESE DIVISIO'NS. /JCS HIST . 

0'60'9 - 26 1954 ELY ! S REQUEST GENERATED A CRISIS IN vTASHINGTO'N . SUCH A TRAINING 
MISSIO'N WAS FELT BY DULLES TO' BE CO'NTRARY TO' U. S . INTERESTS SINCE THE 
WAR WAS DEGENERATING SO' QUICKLY . GENERAL O' !DANIEL WAS REFUSED 
PERMISSIO'N'TO' GO' AHEAD WITH THE TRAINING . /JCS HIST . 

0'62554 DO'D REQUESTED CHIEF MAAG INDO'CHINA TO' PRO'VIDE INFO'~ATIO'N O'N TO'NNAGE AND 
TYPES O'F EQUIPlvfENT IN INDO'CHINA . REPLY RECEIVED FRO'M CHIEF Iv'MG O'N 
JULY 3 , AND 7 . /30'9-1 

O'6295L~ THE FRENCH BEGAN TO' EVACUATE THE SO'UTHERN PARTS O'F THE RED RIVER DELTA. 

JUL-DEC 1954 VIETMINH ADDED 5 NEW DIVISIO'NS TO' THEIR FO'RCES. /JCS HIST . 

THE GENEVA CO'NFERENCE HAD BEEN A DISASTER FO'R SECRETARY 
DULLES . AFTER THE TI-JO' vJEEK RECESS IN THE MIDDLE O'F IT HE AN1'WUNCED 
NEITHER RE NO'R GENERAL HALTER BEDELL SMITH vTOULD RETURN . HO'HEVER, AFTER 
AN URGENT CALL FRO'M MENDES - FRANCE , DULLES FLEltT TO' PARIS O'N JULY 12 , AND 
SMITH RETURNED TO' GENEVA . THE INITIATIVE WAS EITBER IN THE HANDS O'F 
THE CO'MMUNIST PO'HERS O'N THE O'NE SIDE AND EDEN AND MEIITDES - FRANCE O'N 
THE OTHER . AT THE END DULLES ANNO'UNCED THAT THE U.S. WO'ULD NOT SIGN 
PACTS AND PRESIDENT EISEl'ffiO'liJER SAID O'N JULY 21 THAT THE U. S . vTOULD 
NEITHER ACCEPT PRIMARY RESPO'NSIBILITY FO'R THE AGREEMENTS NO'R ATTID·1.PT 
O'VERTURN THEM BY FO'RCE. THIS WAS DUBBED A PO'LICY O'F INNO'CENCE BY 
DISASSO'CIATIO'N. /FLEM- ClilO' 

0'7 54 U. S . AND GREAT BRITAIN MET TO' DISCUSS THE CO'LLECTIVE DEFENSE O'F SO'UTI-1EAST 
ASIA. 

0'7 54 GENERAL O' ! DANIEL RECottIMEl'lDED TO' JCS AN EXPAImED lfAAG IN HmO'CHINA TO' 
PRO'VIDE AN O'RGANIZATIO'N WITH SD"'FFICIEr'l' PERSONITEL TO' PRO'VIDE A REALISTIC 
TRAINING PROGRAM. EXPANSI O'N HAD TO' TAKE PLACE BEFO'RE THE AUGUST 11 , 
DEADLINE AS ESTABLISHED IN THE GENEVA AGREEl/lENT 0 THE STATE DEPI' . 
CO'NCURRED . /JCS HIST . 

0'70'154 lvIAJO'R LUCIEN CO'NIEN ARRIVED IN SAIGO'N AS SEC01'lD MElviBER O'F StItM . /SMl'-l REPr . 

P 
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070354 DOD Il\iFORMED DE'PI' . OF STATE CONCERNING ACTIONS IT HAD TAKEN TO RECOVER 
MDAP EQUIPMENT I N INDOCHINA . STATE COUNTERED vTITH AN INQUIRY TO BE 
DIRECTED TO CHIEF MAAG AS TO WHAT FRENCH HERE DOING TO RECOVER MDAP 
EQUIPMENT. CHIEF MAAG REPLIED ON JULY 3 (AND 7) . 

070354 AND 070754 CIN8PAC ASSIGNED CHIEF MAAG I~mOCHINA THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
RECOVERY AND/OR DESTRUCTION: OF U. S . HDAP MATERIAL IN INDOCHINA . 

070754 NGO DINH DIEM ARRIVED IN VIETNAM. (/srvITvl REFT . 

070754 HEAD OF STATE AND FORI'.1ER EMPEROR BAO DAI APPOINTED NGO DINH DIIDI PRIDlIER 
OF VIETNAM. 

070954 DOD REQUESTED STATE TO USE DIPLOMATIC CHAI'IDl""ELS TO ENSURE FRENCH COI'llPLY 
WITH CHIEF MAAG REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON FRENCH INTENTIONS RE MDAP 
EQUIPMENT . /309 -1 

071254 CHIEF MAAG INDOCHINA SUBMITTED PROGRESS REPORT ON SAFEGUARDING MDAP 
EQUIPMENT . IT I S SUCCESS ""lAS DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO AMOUNT OF FRENCH 
ADVANCE INFORMATION. /309-1 

071654 SECRETARY OF STATE SENT MESSAGE TO SMITH AT GENEVA ADVISING HIM TO ATTEMPT 
TO PROTECT MDAP MATERIAL IN THE TERMS OF THE CEASE -FIRE . /309-1 

071754 CHIEF MAAG SUBMITTED 2ND REPORT ON INDOCHINA EQUIPMENT . /309-1 

07185L~ UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE HALTER BEDELL SY!ITH TALKED HITH PREMIER MENDES -· 
FRANCE ABOUT MDAP EQUIPJVIENl' HHO PROMISED TO DISCUSS PROBLID1 \ITTH THE 
APPROPRIATE FRENCH MEN. /309 -1. 

071954 SEC . DEF . THRU THE ARI'.1Y CHIEF OF STAFF REQUESTED CHIEF MAAG TO I NFORM ON 
SPECIFIC FRENCH PLANS FOR SAFEGUARDING MDAP EQUIPJVIENT I N INDOCHINA . 
/309-1 

072054 CHIEF MAAG TNDOCHINA JVIESSAGE SAID FRENCH PLANS FOR RECOVERY OF MDAP 
EQUIPMENT TI'lERE ADEQUATE SO NO PROBLEMS . 

072054 GENEVA AGREEME~~ SIGNED. 

072054 PARTITION AT THE 17TH PARALLEL BECAME A FACT. DIEM DISCLAIMED ANY 
OBLIGATION TO ACKNOHLEDGE THE GENEVA ACCORDS mUCH HIS GOVERl~NT DID 
NOT SIGN. /HID 41-57 . 

072154 GENERAL DELTIEL ON BEHALF OF ELY, AND TA QUANG BUU, THE VIETMINH VICE
MINISTER FOR NATION..A.L DEFENSE SIGNED THE ARMISTICE AGREETvlENTS . /LANCASTER. 

072754 CEASE FIRE (HlDOCHINA vlAR) HENT INTO EFFECT IN · NORTH VIETNAM. 
-

08 . 54 MUTUAL SECURITY ACT vIAS AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR DIRECT AID TO THE 
VIETNAlvlESE . 
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08 54 THE GO"l.lERNrOOIT OF PREMIER NGO DINH DIET'/! DID NOT CONTROL THE AID-1Y, LACKED 
A COMPETENT ADMINISTRATION, HAD NO AUTHORITY OVER THE TERRITORIES RlTLED 
FOR "M.A.NY YEARS BY THE SECTS, Al"ID STRUGGLED DESPERATELY TO HOUSE A11]) FEED 
THE GROHING MASSES OF REFUGEES . 

08 54 ACCORDING TO A DA ACSI REPORT .oF JAN- 56, AFTER GENEVA 25 PER CENT OF THE 
VNA DESERTED. 

080154 CEASE FIRE vlENT INTO EFFECT IN CENTRAL VIETNAM. 

080454 THE JCS REPLIED TO CHIEF Iv1AAG ' S RECO~~NDATION FOR U. S . TRAINING OF VNA . 
THIS SHOULD ONLY BE Ul'iJI)ERTAKEN IF THE FOLLOWING PRECONDITIONS MET , 1) 
STRONG STABLE GOVERNMENT 2) FOIDllAL REQUEST FROM COu}ITRY INVOLVF~ TO 
U. S. FOR AID AND TRAINING ASSISTANCE 3) FRENCH SHOULD HITHDRAW FROM, 
AND GRANT FULL INDEPEf-mENCE TO ASSOCIATED STATES . DULLES HELD THAT AL-
THOUGH CONDITIONS WERE NOT MET BY VIETNAM, IT WAS 'ESSEflYrIAL THAT THE 
U.S. TRAIN TO ENABLE THE COUNTRY TO BECOr·-1E STRONG AND STABLE . IN NSC 
5427/2 THE ISSUE vIAS DECIDED I N FAVOR OF U. S . TRAINING THE VIETNAMESE 
ARMY. /JCS HIST. ' 

080754 CHIEF MAA.G INDOCHINA WAS APPOINTED OVERALL COORDINATOR FOR U. S . PARTICIPA-
TION IN ~VACUATION OF NORTH VIETNAM. /217155 . 

081154 DUIJLES IN A NOTE TO PREMIER :MENDES - FRANCE STATED U. S . WAS PREPARED TO 
DIRECTLY ASSIST, INCLUDING MILITARY AND BUDGETARY, AND TO CONSIDER 
TRAINING THE ASSOCIATED STATES . 

081151.1- CEASE FIRE WENT INTO EFFECT I N SOUTH VIETNAM. 

081154 DEADLINE IN RESPECT TO TOTAL STRENGTH OF FRENCH Af-m A:MERICAN FORCES IN 
VIETNAM . /SIv1J'I! REPT. 

081154 THE INTER~ffiTIONAL CO~~SSION FOR SUPERVISION AND CONTROL IN VIETNAM (SEE 
ENTRY FOR JULY 20 - 21, 1954) WAS ESTABLISHED WITH INDIA AS CHAIRMAN AND 
WITH ·CANADA AND POLAND AS THE OTHER :MEMBERS . 

082054 EISENHOWER APPROVED AU . S . POLICY STRESSING vJORKING WITH THE FRENCH ONLY 
INSOFAR AS IS NECESSARY . OCME NSC 5429/2 

082654 REPRESEf-ITATIVES OF FRANCE AND ASSOCIATED STATES BEGAN :MEETINGS IN PARIS 
REPLACING PAU AGREEJ-.:1EN'TS OF 1950. 

09 54 MICHIGAlIJ STATE UNIVERSITY SURVEY TEAM I-TENT TO VIETi'-IAM. 

09 54 DIEM ASKED FRANCE TO WITHDRAW FRENCH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE BY MlW 1956 . 
/JCS HIST . 

09 54 OPEN CONFLICT BEGAN WITH THE FRENCH- APPOIl'\i1'ED CHIEF OF THE P .. RMY , GENERAL 
NGUYEN VAN HINH, vJHOM NGO DINH DIEH SOON DISMISSED . VlHEN BAO DAr BECAl-1E 
AWARE TRA.T IT HIGHI' BE ADVANTAGEOUS FOR HIM TO PLEASE THE U. S ., HE 
ORDE...'iliD GENERAL NGUYEN VAN HINH TO GO TO FRA.NCE . 

R 
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091054 A DIEM AGENT INFILTRATED THE ARMY GENERAL STA~F MEETING AND DISCOVERED 
COUP WAS BEING PLAl\TNED BY GENERAL HINH TO DEPOSE DIEM. DIEM REMOVED 
HINH AS ARMY CHIEF Al\Jl) ORDERED HIM OUT OF THE COUNTRY . HINH ' S 
ACTIVITIES DISRUPTED PLANNING ACTIVITIES AT THE VIETNAMESE Am1Y GENERAL 
STAFF, AND CREATED AN IRRESPONSIBLE INSUBORDINATE ATTITUDE vHTHIN VNA 
RANKS. / J8S HIST . 

090854 EIGHT pm·mRS SIGNED THE S . E .ASlA COLLECTIVE DEFENSE TREATY, INCLUDING A 
PROTOCOL vlHICH EXTENDED TO SOUTHERN VIETNAM, CAMBODIA , AND LAOS 
PROTECTION AGAINST AGGRESSION AND ELIGIBILITY FOR ECONOMIC AID. 

091754 OFFICE FOR REFUGEES WAS SET UP UNDER A COl-1MISSIONER GENERAL IffiO WAS GIVEN 
THE RANK OF SEC. OF STATE . /LANCASTER . 

092254 IN A MEMO TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE , JCS STATED THAT THE GENEVA AGREEMENT 
WOULD HINDER THE U. S . IN TRAINING AND EQUIPPING THE VIETNAMESE . THEY 
ESTIMATED THAT EQUIPMENT IN VIETNAM WAS SUFFICIENT TO SUPPLY VIETNAM. 
TRAINING OF THE VIETNAMESE A..."RMY WOULD TAKE 3- 5 YEARS AND SHOULD HAVE 
LOW PRIORITY TO OTHER U.S. MILITARY PROGRAMS . NOT A GOOD TIME TO 
FURTHEH INDTCATE U. S . TRAINING INTENTIONS RE VIETNAJvJESE FORCES . THEY 
WAN'l'ED TO RETAIN THE FEC . / J~S HIST. 

092454 VlASHINGTON CONFERENCE BROUGHT TO LIGHT DIFFICULTIES IN TRAINING THE VNA . 
DULLES VIKwED T}~ VNA AS A SMALL FORCE DEVELOPED TO INSURE INTER~ffiL 

SECURITY. THE JCS VIEW WAS THAT A FORCE TWICE AS LARGE WAS NEEDED TO 
PROVIDE TROOPS TO DETEH Ov'ERT AGGRESSION ACHOSS THE DMZ . / JCS HIST . 

THE FRENCH DELEGATES ( GUY LACHAMBRE, EDGAR FAURE, GENERAL ELY, AND 
AMBASSADOR HENRI BONNET) AGREED IN PHINCIPLE THAT THE STEPS TO ACHIEVE 
TOTAL INDEPENDENCE WOULD BE 1) THE CANCELLATION OF THE PAU AGREEl'ilETiJ"TS 
WHICH GAVE FRANCE EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER THE ECONOMY, COMMERCE AND 
FINANCES OF VIETNAM, 2 ) THE TRANSFER OF THE OVERALL COMMAND OF T}~ 
NATIONAL ARMY TO THE VIETNAl'1ESE GOVERNMENT, 3) TO PUT THE U. S. MILITA..."R.Y 
MISSION IN CHARGE OF TRAINING THE VIETNAMESE ARMY, 4) TO GIVE THE 
GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM FULL COl\J'I'ROL OVER ALL AID FUNDS FROM THE U. S . , 
FINALLY 5) TO WITHDRAW THE EXPEDITIONARY CORPS UPON REQUEST OF THE 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT . / J • B. DRAGON. 

092554 NGO DINH DIEM REORGANIZED HIS CABINET WITH THE AIM OF WINNING THE 
COOPERATION OF SOME LEADERS OF THE SECTS. 

092754 FRENCH EXPEDITIONARY CORPS OF 176,000 HAS SCHEDULED FOR PROGRESSIVE 
REDUCTION TO 100 , 000 BY THE END OF 1955 . /JCS HIST . 

092854 AT A CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND U. S . THE DISPOSITION 
OF EQUIPI1ENT WAS DISCUSSED AND THE BUILD-UP OF THE VIETlIW1ESE ARl'1Y 
WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF FRENCH FORCES. 

092954 FRANCO-AMERICAN MINUTE OF UNDERSTANDING ON ASSISTING, DEVELOPING AND 
STRENGTHENING FREE VIETNA..Tv1 SImiED. / STATE MESSAGE 12292 . 

093054 U.S. ~lAS CAUTIOUS IN ITS ESTABLISHMEl\J~ OF VNA UNTIL DIEM' S POSITION WAS 
SECURE. /TELG . /JCS HIST . 

S 
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10 54 GEN. J. L.AWTON COLLINS I-TAS DESIGl\1ATED SPECIAL U. S. REPRESENTATIVE IN VIETNAM 
WITH THE PERSONAL RANK OF Ai'1BASSADOR TO COORDINATE U. S. AID PROGRAJ-1S. 

10 54 AS VIETMIN""tI vlITHDREW FROM THE DELTA AREA, THEY WERE REPLACED BY TROOPS OF 
THE CAO DAI AND THE HOA DAO ARMIES . / JCS HIST. 

10 54 SVN GOVER..l\lMENT WAS UNABLE TO ESTABLISH CONTROL IN RURAL AREAS. VIETMINH 
TOOK OVER LARGE AREAS OF ANNAM AND BOA HAO AND CAO DAIWERE FIGHTING 
FOR PROVINCES IN THE DELTA. /JSC HIST. 

10 54 CONTENTION DEVELOPED BE1'WEEN SOUTH VIETNAMESE GENERAL HINH AND PRES. DIEM. 

10 54 HIIIIlI WAS WARNED BY ELY AND HEATH NOT TO PLOT AGAINST DIEM. / JCS HIST. 

100254 GENERAL ELY CONFERRED HITH BAO DAI CONCERNING THE WASHINGTON TALKS AND 
HARl"VED BAO DAI AGAINST ANTAGONIZING THE AMERICANS . BECAUSE OF THIS, 
DAI DISCONTINUED GIVING SUPPORT TO GENERAL HINH AGAINST DIEM. /J .B. 

10085~ JEAN SAINTEl\lY HAS INSTALLED IN HANOI AS THE POLITICAL CONTACT OF THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT HITH THE HANOI REGIME, TO SAFEGUARD PRIVATE FRENCH 
BUSINESS INTERESTS AND TO MAINTAIN A MAXIMUM OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
BETWEEN FP..ANCE AND THE DRV. FRENCH ENTERPRI SES WERE NATIONALIZED BEG INEIN( 
THE END OF 1955 HHEN COMMUNISTS DECIDED TO ESTABLISH SOCIALISM. 
/J. B. DRAGON. 
THE . U. S. WAS TRYING TO SEAL OFF NORTH VIETNAM FROM THE SOUTH TO BOYCOTT ---. 
THE ECONOMY OF THE NORTH AND HAS THREATENING TO BLACKLIS'l.' FRENCH 
BUSINESSES PURSUING A CONTRARY POLICY . FRENCH POLICY, HAS DIRECTLY 
OPPOSITE. PARIS HAD SECRETLY CONCLUDED AND AGREEMENT HITH HO' S GOVT . 
GRANTING THE EQUIVALENT OF RECOGNITION. JEAN SAINTENY, IN HANOI, vIAS 
WORKING FOR GOOD POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH THE CO~UNIST 
REGIME, WHICH WOULD SEND A PERMANENT DELEGATION TO PARIS . THE FRENCH 
WISHED TO KEEP A BIG FOOT IN THE DOOR WHICH WE SOUGHT TO SLAM. THEY 
BELIEVED T}1AT THE SOUTH WOULD BE TAKEN OVER BY THE COMfvlUNISTS IN 1956 
BUT THAT THE RUSSIANS AND THE CHI~lliSE COULD NOT SUPPLY MUCH ECONOMIC AID 
AND A GOOD MARKET FOR FRANCE COULD BE PRESERVED . /OFLEM-CWO NOTE 1 . 

100954 THE VIETMUrn OCCUPIED HANOI . THE FRENCH AND SMM TEAM EVACUATED HANOI. 
/SMM REPT . 

101154 IN MEMO TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILSON, DULLES EXPRESSED IDEA THAT SECRETARY 
SHOULD CUT DOWN ON THE SIZE OF FORCES REQUIRED IN THE COUNTRIES OF 
S.E.ASIA SINCE NONE NEED ACT ALONE TO DEFEND THEMSELVES . THE FRENCH 
REQUEST FOR FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE FEC PLUS A 150,000 MAN ARMY WAS 
UNFEASIBLE FOR U. S. AT THAT TIME. / JCS HIST. 

101154 THE COliJiv1UNIST VIETMINH REGU1.E FORlvIALLY TOOK OVER CONTROL OF HANOI AND 
NORTH VIETNAM. 

T 
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101554 SENATOR MANSFIELD ISSUED A REPORT ON INDOCHINA . IT SPOKE OUT SHARPLY 
AGAINST PLANS TO REPLACE DIEM. Ili' DIEM WAS OVERTHROi-TN THEN THE U. S. 
SHOULD CONSIDER AN I~~IATE SUSPENSION OF ALL AID TO VIETNAM ArID THE 
FRENCH UNION FORCES THERE, EXCEPr THAT OF A JfLniANITARIAN NATURE . 
MANSFIELD DEFENDED DIEM ON THE GROUNDS THAT HE HAD A REPUTATION THROUGH
OUT VIETNAM FOR INTENSE NATIONALISM Al\1D EQUALLY INTENSE INCORRUPrIBILITY . 
HE DENOUNCED THE INCREDIBLE CAMPAIGN OF SUBVERSION BY UJ"TRIGUE AND THE 
CONSPIRACY OF NON-C OOPERATION AND SABOTAGE THAT HAD STOOD IN THE WAY OF 
DIEM'S FORGING AHEAD WITH HIS PROPOSED CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAM. /U . S. 

101554 THE VIETNAMESE ARMY WAS INCAPABLE OF PERFOlli~NG MINOR POLICE ACTIONS 
WITHOUT FRENCH STAFF AND LOGISTICS. /JCS HIST. 

101854 JCS VIEWED THE POLITICAL NECESSITY OF TRAINING THE VIETNAMESE Alli~ WAS 
WORTH THE RISK. /JCS HIST. 

101954 IN MEMO TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, JCS ELABORATED ON THE JUSTIFICATION FOR 
I NCREASED VIETNAMESE ARMY. SEATO DID NOT PROVIDE FOR ~JLITARY 
COMMITMENTS BY MEMBER COUNTRIES . THE REQUESTED WITHDRAWAL OF FEe WOULD 
CREATE A SERIOUS VACUUM TO COPE WITH RESIDUAL VIETMIrlli AC~RESSION . 
VIETNAM OBJECTIVE WAS THE LIMITED DEFENSE OF THE 17TH PARALLEL TO DETER 
AGGRESSION AND THE MAINTENANCE OF INTERNAL SECURITY. JCS DID NOT WANT 
TO TRAIN SOUTH VIETNAMESE WITH ONLY A 342-Wili MAAG . BUT IF TRAINING HAS 
NECESSARY , THEY FELT THAT FRANCE "HANDS OFF" HAS ESSENTIAL. / JCS HIST . 

102254 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL APPROVED THE OPERATIONS CO-ORDINATING BOARD 
CALLING FOR A LIMITED AND INTERIM TRAINING PROGRAM. A MESSAGE TO 
AMBASSADOR HEATH IN SAIGON AND GE~lliRAL O'DANIEL INSTRUCTED THEM TO 
COLLABORATE IN ESTABLISHING A PROGRAM THAT WOULD IMPROVE THE LOYALTY 
AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE VNA . THIS SURPRISED THE FRENCH . /JCS HIST . 

102254 PRES. EISENHOWER ORDERED A CRASH PROGRAM TO STRENGTHEN THE DIEM GOVERNMENT 
AND A LONG RANGE PROGRAM TO BUILD UP VIETNAMESE FORCES. 

102454 PRES. EISENHOWER SENT A LETTER TO PREMIER DIEM OF SOUTH VIETNAM STATING 
THAT BEGINNING JAN. 1, 1955, AMERICAN ASSISTANCE WOULD BE GIVEN NO 
LONGER THROUGH FRENCH AUTHORITIES , BUT DIRECTLY TO THE GOVE~~~NT OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM . THE LETTER ALSO STATED THE U. S . GOVERNMENT HOPED THEY 
WOULD BE MET BY UNDERTAKING I NDISPENSIBLE REFORMS. 

102654 GENERAL HINH ATTACKED THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. 

102654 IN A MEMO FROM SEC . DEF . TO JCS THE VIEWS OF PRESIDENT EISENHOWER HERE 
EXPRESSED RE VIETNAMESE ARMY TRAINING. IT SHOULD BE A LONG RANGE 
PROGRANt UTVOLVING A MINIMlJ~ NUfJIBER OF FREE VIETRAl-1ESE FORCES, 
EMPHASIZING THE I l'J"TERNAL SECURITY MISSION . / JCS HIST . 

102754 AMERICAN MILITARY INFLUENCE IN THE VIET.NAMESE ARMY BEGAN vlITH THE 
PLACE..MENT OF 3 MAAG OFFICERS AT VIETNAl'·1ESE ARMY HEAD QU.A..RTERS ,lIN THE 
DEFENSE MINISTRY AND 1 AT EACH REGIONAL BEADQUARTERS . THE DECISION WAS 
MADE BY AMBASSADOR HEATH , AND GEN . L ' DANIEL vlITH GEN . ELY ' S APPROVAL . 
/JCS HIST . 

U 
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11 54 VIE"l'NAM AIDiY STRENGTH HAS 170,000 . IT VIAS POORLY TRAINED AND ORGANIZED 
A1\']) HEAVII,Y DEPENDENT ON FREi.'WH FOR STAFF, LOOIS1'ICS SUPPORT AND ADVICE. 
/JCS HIST . 

11 ·54 THE FRENCH ASKED THE U. S . TO S-uPPORT A 100,000 Iv:AN FEC AT A COST OF 
$330 .rvIILI,ION • / JCS HIST . 

11 54 SMM SURVEY OF THE VIETNAl,:lESE ARMY REPORTED GOOD TROOP-CIVILIAN RAPPORT . 

11085/f COLI,INS ARRIVED IN SAIGON AS PR.ES . EISEJlJ1-IOvlER I S REPRESEl\lTATlVE. 

110854 ID~TH Al\TD COLJ-,INS FEI,T SOl-IE SUPPORT '1'0 FEe ESSENTLAL TO PREVENT A VACUUM 
THAT VNA COULD NOT FILL "VTHICH \'iOULD RESULT IN VIETHINH TAKEOTh'R. FEC 
PRESENCE ESSENTIAL TO U.S. PROGRAM . /JCS HIST . 

111654 COLLINS ISSLJIi.;D HIS CQIl1PROMISE BETI'illEN DEPT. OF STATE Al'm JCS I PLAN ON 
STRENGTH OF VNA. IT CALLED FOR A 77,685 IvlAN ARMY vlITH !+, 000 CIVILIANS 
AND A SJv1ALL AIR FORCE AND NAVY . / JCS HIST . 

111754 THE JCS APPROVED COLLINS I PLAN BUT REI'1'ERATED 1'HAT HIS FORCE COULD NOT 
PROTECT SOUTH VIETNAM AGAINST E:X:l'ERNAL ATTACK. / JCS HIST . 

111754 IN A MEMO TO T.l-'.E PRESIDENT, DUI,LES REITERATED GENERAL COJ-,LINS I VIEVT THAT 
IT HOUJ~ BE DISASTROUS FOR FEC TO HITIIDRAVl . HE SHOULD CONTINUE TO 
SUBSIDIZE UP TO $100 MILLION. THE 'iNA SHOULD BE REDUCED TO 77,000 AND 
TRAINING RESPONSIBILITY ASSUIvfED BY THE U.S. ?JCS HIST . 

111954 HINH LEFT SAIGON FOR FRANCE Nr '1'HE REQUEST OF BAO DAI. / JCS !UST. 

112054 MENDES-FPJI.NCE VISITED vlASHINGTON AFTER WHICH THE DETAILS OF THE AGREEME]\)'l' 
OF THE SEFrEIVIBER vlASHINGTON CQ)'I1FERENCE "\ATERE MADE PUBLIC. / J. B. DRAGON. 

11235Lf NIE 63-7-54 REPORTED A DEMORALIZED, DISORGANIZED VNA. LE!\.DERSHIP AliID 
CAPABILITY TO DEAL HITH INTERNAL DISORDERS vlERE BOTH LACKING. THE 
VIEI'NAMESE GENERAL STAFF, BUSY HITH POLITICS, NEGLEC'1'ED THE ARMY VII'l'H THE 
RESULT TP~T THE ARMY VIAS INCAPABLE OF OC~uPYING AND PACIFYING AREAS 
FROM vTHICH THE VIETi'-lIl\TH HAD HITHDRP.VTN. TRAINING OF' THE VNA HAS BEING 
PERFORlvIED BY 4,800 FRENCH OFFICERS OF THE FRE1'TCH MIIJITARY lUSSION TO 
VIETN!\.JvI . THIS I/JlSSION HAS TO BE INCREASED TO 6,000 BY THE mID OF 19 

VIE'l'NM1ESE ARMY STRENGTH vTAS ESTlr.:;ATED 1'0 BE 170,000 HEGUIJ.ARS AND 10 , 000 
AUXIL1A.RIES . HEGULiLRS vlERE OHGANIZED IN 5 INFAN'rRY REGIMEfJT8, 
152 COl,IBAT BA'l'TALIONS . 20 PEEWENT OF THE INFAFrRY UTHTS HAD FREl'!CH 
OFFICKB.S AND 50 PERCEN'J' OF LOGISTICS AIlD TECHNICAL UNITS \'TERE CADRES OF 
FREECE PERSO~mEL. THE VEA v.JAS DEPICTED AS 'I'OTAL1JY INEFFECTIVE AS A 
RESULT OF ITS DEPENDEr~CY ON Ttill FRENCH FOR ALL ADVICE MID SUI'PORT. 

'l'HE DIEM GOVERN~·1ENT PROPOSED l\. 200,000 I1AH ARMY BY THE ElrD OF 195Li TO BE 
INCREASED TO 225,000 BY THE ElrD OF 1955 . COST--$450 l·;IJJLIOlJ. 

v 
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THE SECT ARl'HES WERE CO~lPOSED OF 10,000 C1\.O DAIST TROOPS, 8 , 000 HOA HAO , 
2,600 BIWtI XUYEN , 4,500 URBAN POLICE millER Burn XUYE~: . 

THERE VTfl.S I,ITTLE INFOR)'vIATION AVAIlABLE ON SEMI - I'-ULI'l'ARY OR POLICE FORCES. 

112451r U. S. AGREED TO SUPPORT THE FEC AT THE $100 MILLION LEVEL . /JCS HIST . 

12 54 FRENCH DEClmJ.)· TO ACCELERATE FEC WTfHDRA.\vAL FRQr.1 VIETl'TAM. THEY 
PERSISTED IN THE VIEi-l THAT IT WAS U. S. RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
I NDOCHINA ' S REl'flAINING IN FREE HORLD SPHERE. ( DULLES AND l·iliJlIDES-FRAl'JCH 
ARGilliliNT ) /JCS HIST . 

12 54 GENERAL COLLINS URGED DIEM TO APPOUIT QUAT TO MI:fI.TJ:STRY OF DEFENSE. 
/JCS lUST . 

12 54 BECAUSE OF DESERTIONS AND DEJ',10BILIZATION) THE VIETNA~1 ARMY WAS DOi/IN TO 
180,000. 

12 5)+ VIETNAMESE MINISTER OF DEFENSE HO THING MONH OBJECTED TO 'fHE FORCE LEVEIJ 
IN THE COLLINS-ELY AGREEMENT ON TRAINING AS TOO LO:'l , THE 8 , 800 LEVEL 
NOT MUCH URGER THAN THE SECT ARlvlIES. IT \W1.JLD CAUSE SERIOUS ECONOfvlIC 
A11JD l"lILITARY REPERCUSSIONS . / JCS HIST . 

121254 DIEM NAMED GENERAL LE VAN TY TO BE THE l\'E\.J CHIEF OF STAFF REPLACING 
GENERAL Hum. THE APPOINTMENT APPEARED BASED MOlm OR LE ' S LOYALTY TO 
DIEM 'l'HAN ON ABILITY . FRENCH WERE OPPOSED AND AGREED ONT,Y AFTER DIEI'-1 
AGREED TO APPOINT GENEML NGUYEN VAN VY AS INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
AR]VIED FORCES. 

1 2135}+ COLLINS AND ELY AGREED ON A FORCE STRUCTURE . FUI,L RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR TRAINING AN INDEPE]\Jl)ENT VNA WAS TO BE ENTRUSTED '1'0 U. S . CHIEF MMG 
UNDE8. BROAD AU'l'HORITY FROM GENERAL ELY. / J'CS HIST. 

121554 GEN . COLLINS EXPRESSED GRA\~ RESERVATIONS IN RESPECT TO CAPABILITIES OF 
DIEM TO ESTABLISH A VIABLE GOVERJIIT-1ENT . HE URGED THE U. S. STATE DEPT. TO 
SEEK OUT ALTERNATIVES TO DIEJvl AI-ID RE-EVAIJUATE PLANS TO ASSIST SOUTHE~\ST 
ASIA. /JCS HIST . 

1 21954 DULLES+MENDES-}'RANCE MEETING . DULLES I POSITION VIS-A-VIS DIEM HAS TO 
GIVE HD-1 EVERY OPPORTUNITY BUT PROBABLY A GOOD IDEA TO HAVE AN 
ALTERNATIVE TO HIH IF HE FAILED . FRENCH INTERPRETED THIS AS A CO]V]MITlvJEN'l' 
TO CHANGE HHICH THE U. 8 . DENIED AND AN ARGlJl:.1Ellrf ENSUED . / JCS JUST . 

122551r AT THE TRIPARTITE HEETINGS THE PROBLEM 01<' TRAINING RE ADEQUATE STAFF \'lAS 
DISCUSSED MID THE ISSTJE OF EXCF.ANGING TRAINING PERSOJIfNEL RAISED. 
/JCS HI8T . 

1 22554 GENERAL COLLINS WAS AGAIHST TRAHTIl'TG JF SUB'fERFUGE HAD TO BE USED TO 
CIRCUlIVENT ARTICLE 16 OF THE GEJIJ-"EVA AGREELENT . COLLINS DID NOT THINK 
ARTICLE 16 HOULD nrrER},1'RE TtlITH TRAINING . / JCS JUST. 

129254 NKvT ACCORDS \'TERE SIGnED PROVIDHTG FOR FINANCIAL M!] ECOlWH.IC HIDEPEHDENCE. 

123154 COLLHm RAISED THE VIETHAI·f]ESE ARl-iY FORCE LEVEL GOALS TO 100,000. 
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12315 l~ NATIONAL SECURITY ACTIOJI; DIRECTIVE ( PACIFICATIm~) HAS ISSUED BY PRES . DIET·,. 
THIS BAD BEEN DEVELOPED BY A JOINT l<~ENCH-U . S . HORKUTG GROUP . /SHM REPT . 

123154 THE U. S . ANNOUNCED THAT , EFFECTIVE ,JANUARY 1, 1955 , IT HOULD BEGIl'T TO 
SUPPLY FINANCIAL AID DIRECTLY TO THE GOVERNI'.1ENTS OF VIEI'NMC, C.AIvlBODIA 
AND 1,.A.OS F OR THE PURPOSE OF STRENGT.HENnrG THEIR DEFENSES AGAINST THE 
THREAT OF COf-'IT'1"L.lNIST SUBVERSION ALD AGGEESSION . 

01 55 THE GOVERNl'l[ENT ANNOUNCED ITS PLANS TO REDUCE THE STRENGTH OF THE ARW{ FROM 
217, 000 TO 100 , 000 . THE CAO DAI HAD 2 5 , 000 I"lEN , THE HOA HAO HAD 20 , 000 . 

01 55 RE- EVALUATION OF U. S . POLICY IN VIETNAM vIAS UNDERTAKEN . /JCS HIST . 

01 5 5 LAr..TJ)SDAI.E WAS TRANSFERRED TO TRIM TO HEAD NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION. 
EFFORT WAS DIVIDED INTO TI-!O GROUPS . FIRST HAS RESPONSIBl-:,E FOR 
PARAMILITARY j\:ND SUPPORT OPERATIONS , SECOND FOR POLITICAL AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE . / SMM REPT . 

01 55 6 ,000 HOA HAO AND CAO DAI TROOPS I NTEGRA.TED INTO THE VNA . / JCS HIST . 

010155 U. S . PROMISED .c'O RENDER DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO VIETNAH, ON THE B.fI.SIS OF 
THE EXISTING PENTALATERAL AGREEr1ENT OF DECEMBER 1950 , FOR SUPPORT OF 
VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES . 

010555 DIEM'S CONTROL OVER ASSISTANCE FlJl'IDS BEGAN. I T ALLOI.ffiD HIM TO BUILD UP 
HIS OWN STRENGTH AND SEClJRE LOYALTY OF ARMY . 

010555 CARDINAL SPELLl'flAN VISITED SAIGON . 

010555 SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILSON ASKED <-TCS TO REVIEH U. S . POSITION IN VIET:NAM 
AND MAKE RECOr·lIviEl'IDA'I'IONS RELATIVE TO EIGHT QUESTIONS . / JCS HIST . 

010855 EVER SINCE THE MILITARY COLLAPSE OF TONGKIN THE FRENCH 1;7ERE READY TO 
WRITE OFF THE SAIGON GOVERl\"']\1El'-lT AND PARTIC1JLARLY SINCE IT HAD BEEN LED 
BY A STRONG ANTI -FREr,YCH PRHfE MINISTER . / LONDOl'T ECONOMIST. 

010855 THE FRENCH REVISED THE COIILINS - ELY TRAINING AGHEErI1El\TT AND SUBMI'l'TED IT TO 
THE U. s . / JCS HIS'l' . 

011055 GENERAl, ELY REPORTED THAT FRANCE HOlILD WITHDRAH rI'S FORCES AS SOON AS 
THERE HAS A SECURE GOVERNr.1ENT I N SOUTH VIETl'TAM. 

011255 THE VIEl'TAHESE GOVERNl{ENT FORHA.LLY TOOK O\lER THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
PORT' OF SAIGON FROI-1 THE FRENCH. / J . B. DRAGON. 

0 11355 SOUTH VIETNAl'-1 AITNOUFClID PLANS TO CU'l' ITS 217 , 000 ffAH ARNY BACK TO 
100 , 000 •. 

011LI55 D:J;EM LURED A HOA W\.O OFFICER COLONEL NGuYEN VAN HUE, THE CHIEF' OF STA....1i'}<' 
GENERALISSII10 SOA1, INTO HIS CAl-IP. HE BROUGHT 3 , 500 {EN HITH HIM. THE 
hOVE BOLSTE..R.ED DIE,,; IN 'I'BT<: DISPUTE OVER '['HE CAE4U REG I Ol'r • A 
FEli! vf£EKS LATER , LA.JOH HGm'~N DAY JOINED DIE[·~ 'ITITlI 1 , 500 tlOm-: 1,::£11 \'nnCH 
HAD BEEJIT HOLDIliG TBE CAi;"" THO AREA . AT THE El'iD OF JANUARY, THE CAO D.fI.I 
LEADER TRINH [iIINH TAY RALLIED AGAIN AS A SHOH OF SUPPORT JlJTTER HIS 
I NITIAL RA.IJLYUrG IN NOVEEBER 195L/. . / J . B. DRAGON . 
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0 11955 PRESIDENT DIEM, GEN . COLLINS Al\TD THE VIETNAlvIESE ~O:NISTER OF W\.TIOHAL 
DEFENSE REACHED AN AGREEIvIENT ON FORCE STRUCTURE AND TRAINING PROGRAM 
FOR THE VNA TO vmICH GENERAl, ELY CONCURRED . /1- 137 . 

012055 THE U. S ., FRENCH AND VIErNAIvlESE OFFICIALS AGREED IN SAIGON THAT TH.A.T 
HOULD ASSUlVlE FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ASSISTHTG THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNJ\:ENT 
IN THE ORGANIZATION 11.1\1]) TRA.INING OF 1'1'S AID·lED FORCES , millER THE OVERALL 
AUTHORITY OF GENERAL PAUL ELY, FRENCH COr,III/ANDER IN CHIEF , A1-!1) IN 
CO- OPERATION HITH THE FRENCH MISSION . THIS ACCORD , REACHFJ) AFTER THREE 
l'-'IONTHS OF DIFFICULT NEGOTIATIONS , SAVED FRENCH SENSIBILITIES SOI·1KltTI-lAT 
BUT TRANSFERR}<:I) EFFECTIVE POI'lER TO THE U. S., REPRESEnTED BY GENERIl,.L 
LAHTON COLLINS, U. S . AJ'.TI3ASSADOR TO VIETNAM. GENERAL O! DANIEL T,vAS 
APPOINTED TO HEAD THE U. S . TRAINING MISSION 9 l'lliICH AIMED AT A 140,000 
MAN ARI'tIY , lVELL TRAINED AND POLITICALLY Il'!DOCTRINATED TO COMBAT COlvI!'fw'TIST 
AGGRESSION FROM THE NORTH . /FLEM- CHO/ NYT . 

012055 GEN . COLLINS ACCEPI'ED THE TASK OF TROOP ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING OF THE 
NATIONAL ARMY "l}l\lJ)ER THE OVERALL AU'J'HORITY OF GEN. ELY . THE REGUIA.."R AIDtIY 
HAS TO HAVE 100 , 000 MEN BACKED BY 150 , 000 RESERVES l'lliICH "({ERE TO BE 
UNDER THE OPERATIONAI, COMlVlAND OF THE VIETNAMESE NOT THE FRillICH . 

0120555 GEN . J . LAH'l'ON COLLINS SUBMIT'rED HIS REPORT ON VIETNAM TO THE SEC . OF STATE 
AND NSC . IN THIS REPORT BE CALLED FOR A STFWNG SEATO PACT COi'til'1ITMEN'l' 
TO REACT IN CASE OF HOSTILITIES . HE QUESTIONED FRENCH INTENrIONS IN 
VIETNAM, BACKED DIEM AS BEING THE BEST LEADER FOR VIETNAM . /1 - 125 

012155 DIEM REQUESTED THAT COMf'1A.ND FOR THE VIETNAMESE ARMlm FORCES BE TRANSFERRED 
FROM FRENCH TO HIM, AND THE TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION OF THE VIETNAf"iESE 
ARf':IY BE HANDED OVER TO AMERICAN OFFICERS . ( SEE 021154 EIIJTRY) / J . B. DRAGON . 

012!..~ -0210 1955 GENERAL COLLINS VJ.fl.S CALLED TO VTASrITNGTON BY THE PRESIDENT FOR A 
CONFERENCE ON THE AID PROGRAM . THE FRENCH HAD AGREED TO THE U. S . 
ASSUMING nIE VIETNAr,lESE ARIvlY TRAINING . 

012755 GENERAL COLLINS URGED NSC TO RECOlvJlo1END A STRONG U. S . POLICY IN VIETNAH. 
THIS HAS DONE . / JCS EIST . 

013155 FRENCH STOPPED SUPPORTING TIlli SECT Alli~IES . / JCS HIST . 

0 20155 PRE}.1J:ER DIEM REPORTED THAT THE CAO DAIST GENF .. RAL TRINH HINI-I 'l'AY OFFEElliD 
1'HE GO\lER1\yt..:lENT THE USE OF HIS 5 , 000 MAN ARMY . 

020155 IN THE GOQUAO AREA, BOA HAO TROOPS ATTACKED A SOUTH VIETNAl·IESE ARltIY 
BATTALlm:. AFTER THE VIETI-UNH BJ-\.D HITHDR4.vTN FROM THE CAtlLIl,.U PEIUNSULA 
THE REGULAR A.."RHY ArlD THE HAO HAO FOUGHT OVER COJ.1'l'ROL OF THE AREA . 

020355 SEC . DEF. rl-EI'm EXPRESSED THE VIEH OF NSC THAT FRENCH SUPPORT HAS NEEDED TO 
INSURE VIETHAl-: SURVIVAL . 

021155 JCS ADVISED SEC. DEl" . U. S. SHOUI,D HOT ENTER nITO COi.iffiIIillD IHLITARY PLAHHING 
FOR DEFEi":SE Oi<" SEATO AREA NOR DISCLOSE ITS PLANS TO SEATO MEI·J3ERS. 
/JCS HIST . 

Y 
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0 21155 FRANCE TURNED OVER THE COlIIMAND OF SOUTH VIETNAl-1 ' S MILITARY FORCES TO THE 
DIEN GOVERt~1,1E.N~ , LEAVInG GENERAL ELY AS THE CO~·;NAj\JDER OF THE REl,:AIIJnTG 
FRENCH FORCES . FRENCH SUBSIDIES TO VIETr-LAMESE ARHED FORCES CAl'-:IE TO A 
END IN THE AGREEl·'!ENT SIGNED BE.TI-lEEN FF.ENCH GEllERAL AGOSTINI AlIiD VIETNAl'·IESE 
ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL LE VAN TY . 

021255 U. S . -FRENCH AGREEl'·IENT AT GOVERllJ1,:IENTAL LEVEL vJAS REACH.ED RE COLLU-S - ELY 
TRAINING PLAN . / JCS HIST .· 

021255 'l'RE VIETNAMESE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE STATED THAT THE 
GOVERlIJ1ViENT IN'rENDED THE SECTS TO BECOI'.1E PART OF THE NATIONAL ARMY . 

021255 COLLINS - ELY AGREEl'IiENT w""El\JT INTO EF1!'ECT . THE U. S . MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
ADVISORY GROUP ( l'IlAAG ) TOOK OVER THE TRAIlITING OF THE SOUTH VIETNA1!JE:SE 
ARIYIY , FOLLOHING THE RELINQUISHING OF COHMAND AUTHORITY BY THE FRENCH . 

021255 PRES . DIEM MlJITOUNCED THAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR ORGANIZING AND TRAINING THE 
VIETNAMESE Aill.iY vlOULD BE VESTED IN GEN . 0 ' DANIEL , CHIEF OF THE U. S • 
UNDER TIill OVERALL AUTHORITY OF GENERAL ELY . AMERICAN PERSONNE, 
SAID , v.rOULD BE USED CONCURRENTLY WITH FRENCH PERSONNEL AS ADVISORS AND 
I NSTRUCTORS OF 'l'BE VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES . DEFENSE lilINISTER MTN1{ 
STATED THAT THE AVERAGE STRENGTH OF THE VIETNAMESE AID-lED FORCES DURING 
1955 WOULD BE 1LfO , 000 IN ACTIVE AND READY RESERVE CATEGORIES . 

021255 LT . GEN. 0 ' DANIEL ' S STAFF NU1\ffiERED 300 AMERICAN OFFICERS , WITH 1 , 000 FRENCH 
OFFICERS AVAILABLE . $200-MILLION OF U. S . AID WAS TO BE SPEm' ON NATIONAL 
F ORCES. 

021355 GEJ\TERAL TRINH MINH TAY AND 2 , 500 MEN SWORE FEALTY TO THE SOUTfH VIETNAM 
GOVERl\ll,1E.N~ • 

021955 PRE;S . EISENHOvJER DECLARED , IN A LETTER TO BAG DAI, CHIEF OF STATE OF 
VIETN.AJV!, THAT PREM.TER DIEM ' S ANNOUNCED PROGRAMS OF LAND REFORlI1 AIm 
REORGANIZA~'ION OF THE ARMED FORCES SHOLJIJ) , HHEN FULLY CARRIED om' , 
FURTHE..R INCREASE THE STABILITY Ar-iD UNITY OF GOVERNllIENT AlIiD THAT HE HAD 
CONCURRED IN GENERAL COLLINS ' RECOlvIMENDATION TO CONTI.NUE AND ~,(PAlIJl) 

SUPPORT FOR FREE VIETNAM . 

021955 S.E . ASIA COLLECTIVE DEFENSE rrREATY(SEA'fO)- -HITH ITS PROTOCOL COVERING 
VIETNAM, CAMBODIA, AND LAOS - -i'lEN'l' INTO FORCE. 

022255 THE U. S ., FRENCH MID VIETNAMESE MILITARY EXPERTS HEIGHED PLANS TO BUILD 
THE VIETNAIIIESE Am-IY UNDER U. 8. SUPERVISION. 

022755 TRAINIlITG RELA1'IONS AND INSTRuCTION rITSSION ( TRIM) ESTABLISHED . TRIE \'7AS 
A COMEINED U. S . - FEEl'TCH STAFF A.Nl) FIELD ADVISORY EFFORT 0 IT 1'IA8 THE 
OUTGROi,rrH OF THE COLLINS - ELY AGREEi·'1El'ITS . TRIM CALLED FOR 220 OF THE 
SPACES ALLOTTED I N ~'AAG. IT HAS EXCLUDED FROI1 THE VIETi'TAI'1ESE NAVY Mill 
AIR FORCES . /217155 , JCS HIST . 

03 55 ONLY 81 PERsorrs vmRE AVAILABLE FOR ASSImnl[EllT TO TRIM. /217155 . 

03 55 NATIONAL ARlIT VS. SECT CIVIL WAR'. (1/tARCH-APRIIJ) 

Z 
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03 55 FRE..WCH PREMIER FAURE STATED THAT FRANCE WOULD HI'I'HDRAH THE "EXPEDITIONAIJ 
CORPS AT THE DE~W.ND OF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNI'fENT . CORPS STREHGTH HAD 
BEEN REDUCED SINCE OCTOBER 1954 FROl:1 175 , 000 TO 30 ,000 . MOST HERE 
STATIONED AT CAP ST . JACQUES . 

03 55 DIEM SENT NGUY~N HUU CHAU TO PARIS '1"'0 ASK 'I'HAT AUTHORITY OVER ALL TROOPS 
I N VIETNAM INCLUDING FRENCH BE VESTED IN THE VIETNA~IESE GOVERNMENr . 
FRENCH GOVERNIV:.ENT WOULD AGREE TO NOTHING BUT SEPARATE CQtJjl·1Ai'iDS . 

( 

030155 DULLES VISITED SAIGON AS PART OF HIS TOUR OF THE FAR EAST AIm CONFERRED 
HITH GENERAL ELY AND AMBASSADOR BON.lIJ"ET ON TROOP TRAINING BY THE U. S . 
THE FRENCH FEAR U. S . ENCROACHHENT . 

0301.~55 THE CAO DAI POPE ANNOUNCED THE FOmIATION OF THE UNITED FRONT OF 
NATIONALIST FORCES . / J CS HIST . 

030455 THE CAO DAI BEGAN A CI VIL HAR AIm WERE JOINED BY THE HOA HAO AND BIi'TH 
XUYKN . 

030855 THE RELIGIOUS SECT REBELS STAGED UPRISINGS IN BALANG AND CA[v'lAU PEIUNSUIA . 
DIEM PLACED HIS PALACE UTliDER HEA. VY GUARD AND ORDERED THE VIETNAMESE 
TO DES'rROY THE REBEL BANDS . 

031155 THE U.S. FAVORED A MEETING OF DEPUTIES AT THE WORKING LEVEL TO CONSIDER 
A CUT IN FRENCH NILI'J'liRY FORCES AND 'I'HE FOR.e-wrrON OF A MODERN VIETHAMESE 
DEFENSE FORCE RATHER TITAN A THREE-t~INISTER CONFERENCE AS THE FRENCH 
PROPOSED . 

031255 DIEM SENT 40 INFANTRY BATTALIONS AGAINST BACUT 1S FORCES IN THE THOTNO 
AREA AND REPORTED THAT TI-lE BALANG AREA HAS U.lIJl)ER GOVERl\l1vIENT CON'I'ROL . 

032155 UNITED FRONT RELEASED DECLARATION AIm MOTION AGAINST DIEM. / J"CS HIST . 

032855 DIEilj 1 S TROOPS OCCUPY CEJlffRAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS . /JCS HIST . 

END OF l'fARCH 1955 GENERAL ELY , HIGH COjvjj'IJSSIONER FOR FRANCE AND COMt,lANDER OF THE 
EXPEDITIONARY CORPS , FEARING A CIVIL HAR HHICH HOULD ENDANGER FRENCH 
PROPERTY AND LIVES STEPPED IN TO STOP DIEr1 FROM CRUSHING THE BIl\'H XUYEN . 
HE WAS NO FRIEND OF THE SECTS . /J. B. DRAGON . 

032955 IN THE NAJ~ OF THE NATIONAL FRO:JIJ'I' OF THE SECTS MiD OTHER DISSIDEl'rr GROUPS 
THE BIlIlB XUYEl'T, AFTER FIRST ISSUING AN ULTH'IATUM, ATTACKED THE NATIONAL 
GOVERl\1f/iENT BY FIRING AT THE PRESIDEN'I'IAL PAhA.CE. THE NATIONAL ARMY 
REACTED VIGOROUSLY. THE FRENCH HITERFKqRED , AriD "lITH AlG3ASSADOR COLJ.JINS 1 
SUPPORT Il,lPOSED AN ARMISTICE ON THE GOVERl'TI.:EN'l' . THE Burn XlJY1"N HERE HY 
CONTROL OF TtlE POLICE IN SAIGOn . AN .A.RJ.vIED REVOLT HAS PRECIPITATED 
THAT ULl.'H1ATELY SPREAD INTO LARGE-SCALE DISSIDEIiCE IN THE SOUTHERN 
PROVINCES HITH THE PARTICIPATION Olil ELErJIEI'ITS OF 'I'HE CAO 
DAI AND IIOA HAO RELIGIOUS SECTS. 

032955 Bum XUYEl'T ATTACiCED POLICE HEADQUARTERS. /JCS lIIST . 

AA 
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0 32955 ELY IMPOSED A CEASE-FIRE DURING \mICH THE BTJliH XUYEN AND FRENCH TOOK UP 
FORTIFIED POSITIONS IN SAIGON. SOI-::E SECTORS HERE Pl..i'l' OFF-LII-:ITS TO 
NATIONAL ARMY TROOPS. THE FF.ENCH CO!V:l'fAI\iTI STILL CON'I'ROIJLED ALL SUPPLIES 
FOR THE VIETNAJi:ESE ARJI'IY AND vIERE HITHHOLDING AMMUNITION AND Fl.iEL. 

033155 COLLINS ..AJWISED THE U. S . STATE DEPT . TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES TO DIEg, 
/JCS HIST . 

APR-NOV 1955 FRENCH COMPONENT OF TRIM REDUCED TO 122 FROM 268 . /JCS HIST . 

OL~0755 COLLINS-ELY MEETING AT WHICH ELY CONCLUDED DIEM HAD TO BE REPLACED . 
/JCS HIST. 

040755 GEN . COLLINS I RECOl'-'JrI:IENDATION TO DULLES v'IAS TO REHOVE DIEM. /}I;'SG ~·399 

OL~075 5 GEN. ELY FELT TRIM COULD ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE VNA I N A F'EI{ MOl\lTHS . 
/VlSG L~ 382 . 

0~·1055 SVN GOVERJl.TMEl\lT SET UP A CIVIL GUARD FORCE OF ~O , 000 TO HELP CONTROL A-'REAS 
EVACUATED ~y THE VIETlv1INH . 

041555 WHEN IT BECM1E EVIDENT THAT DIEM WOULD RE]\!"EW HIS ATTACK ON TIi~ BUm XUYEN 
COLLINS BECAl'-1E ALMOST EMPHATIC IN HIS OPPOSITION TO DIEM . /J . B. DRAGON. 

0~2055 COLLINS RE;TURlTED TO HASHINGTON FOR AN AID CONFERENCE . (APRIL 20 - 30) 
ADVOCATED THAT DIEM HAD TO BE REPLACED. 

OLI2255 SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND VIETMlmI TROOPS BEGAN LAHGE SCALE MOVEMENTS I]\!'I'O 
AREAS ASSIGNED millER THE TRUCE . 

OL~2355 DIEM ANNOUNCED GENERAL ELECTIONS HOULD BE HELD IN 3 OR 1+ MONTHS . THIS HAS 
A POLITICAL IIjOVE TO HAINTAIN HItilSELF IN POv.lER. / J . B. DRAGON. 

0~2655 DIEM OUSTED THE REBEL NATIONAJ~ POLICE CHIEF IAI VAN SANG, STRIPPED THE 
BINH XUYEN OF ITS POLICE POvlER, APPOINTED NGUYEN NGOC LE IN SAJl.YG I S PIACE 
AND SET A DEADLH!.E FOR ALL }!;Er,mERS OF THE POLICE FORCE TO REPORT . 

042755 DlJLLES AND COLLINS AFTER CO]\WERRING \-rITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP STATED 
THE U. S. POSITION HAS TO CONSIDER A SHIFT O:F' SUPPORT FROf:[ DIEM BUT 
IF FRENCH HOULD GUARAf;TEE FULL BACKING TO THE VIETNMilESE GOVERNHEN'J' 
EVOLVED AND VTOULD RESOLVE ITS MIBIGUOUS POSITION REL..A.TlVE TO NORTH 
VI1"TNM,1. / JCS HIST . 

042755 DIElvl-SECT TRUCE \vAS BROKEN . /JCS HIST . 

042855 BAO DAI ORDERED THAT THE lvIII"ITARY POi'iER BE TURlTED OVER TO TliE OPPOSITION 
GENERAL NGUYEl'r VAN vI, BUT DIEH IGNOHED THE OHDF--R. 

01+2855 CIVIL vlAR BROKE OUT IN SAIGON. DIEM ORDERED THE VIETHM/lESE ARMY TO ATTACK. 

OL~ 3055 FRANCE mmER THE TRUCE ACCORD, CUT ITS IJ1ILITARY FORCES lIT SGUTH VIETrTAIJl 
TO 90,000 "mILE REEOVING LOST TROOPS FROM CAI'.'}30DIA APTI LAGS. 
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0 43055 THE NATIONAl, REVOLUTIONARY CONGRESS , A REPORTE1)" BROAD BASED GROUP, CAT,LED 
ON DIEM TO FOrn,j A NUl GOVERNMENT MID ELlJ'.UNATE BAO Dill. / JCS JEST . 

0 50155 GENERAL NGUYEN VAN VY TOOK CONTROL OF SOUTH VIEnV\.M FOR A DAY . HE HELD 
DIEH PALi\.CE PRISONER AND ORDERED TROOPS INTO STRATEGIC SAIGON POSITIONS . 
lYilLITARY LEADERS HERE CONFUSED BY THE COfJITvlAND SHIFT AND CLAIfi:ED THAT 
IT BLOCKED AN OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE REBELS . BY THE NF.XT DAY DIE},! 
RESmvlED COIlITROL ',UTH GENERAl, LE VAN TY ' S HEI,P . 

( 

0 50255 THE N..A.TIONAL ARl'1TY OPENED A.l1J OFFElTSIVE AGAINST THE REBELS OUTSIDE SAIGON. 

0 50555 THE PEOPLE ' S NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY COMt/J:'l'TEE COMPRISING SOi\iE 4 , 000 DIEM 
SUPPORTERS MET AND DEMAJ\TDED REt-lOVAL OF BAO DAI . 

0 50855 AT TRIPARTITE MEETINGS ( US - FRANCE - GREAT BRITAIN , MAY 8 - 11+ ) FA1.JRE 
THREATE:N1W TO HIT}IDRJ-\.~·l THE FEC BECAUSE OF U. S . - FRENCH DISAGREEMENT OVER 
HITHDRAI'iAL OF DIEM. DULLES BELIEVED HIS TJlREAT . / J'CS HIST . 
DULLES AGREED THAT BAO D.AI COULD BE RETAINED IF HE STOPPED INTERFERING 
lilITH DIEM ' S EXERCISE OF POHER . DUl~LES REFUSED TO SEE BAO DAI IN PARIS . 
/ J . B. DRAGON . 

0 50955 J CS MEMO TO SEC . DEF . STATED THAT THE VNA vTAS LITTLE GOOD , THAT PRESENCE 
OF AN OUTSIDE FORCE IN VIETNAM HAS ESSENTIAL AND THAT EVE]\!'I'UAL F&--WCH 
WITHDRAHAL WOULD BE DESIRED . 
/ 353-1 

0 51055 THE REBELLION HAS BROKEN , DIEM RECONSTITUTED HIS GOVERNMENT BY F ORl'HNG A 
NEW CABINET COMPOSED LARGELY OF HIS OvTN FOLLOT;lERS . 

051155 GEl\TERAL NGUYEN VAN HINE HAS RELIEVED OF HIS GENERAJJS}[[P AND MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE VIETNAMESE ARIvIY . 

0 51155 IN TALKS BETIlEEN FAURE AIm DTJIJLES , THE U. S . HELD THAT TIlE FRENCH 
HITHDRAlvAL FO FOECES SHOULD BE CO- ORDINATED \'.ITTH THE TRAINING MID 
ORGA]\JI7ATION OF VIE'TNAM ' S NATIONAL fLRrifY TO ASSURE THAT NATION ' S DEFENSE. 
THE VIETNAM SITUATION DID NOT LEND I TSELF TO A 
CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENr BETlmEN FRANCE AND THE U. S., ( I . E . - TJill U. S . I N 
THE YuTTJRE HOULD ACT Il\1JJEPENDENTLY OF FRANCE .) / JCS lEST . 

0 51 255 DIEM HOPED THAT FRAl·TCE HOULD MOVE ITS EXPEDITIONARY CORPS TO 'l'HE 17~"H 

PARALLEL AND NOT KEEP THEM IN SAIGON , TOURAPE AND CAP ST . JACQUES . 
FELT THE FREnCH TROOPS MAJOH ROLE HAS TO GUARD AGAINST AGGRESSION FROY! 
THE NOETH . 

0 51355 IN ACCORDANCE WI'l'H THE ARl';flSTICE AGREEt!IENTS, THE FRENCH EVACUATED HAI 

0 51355 FRANCE Mill U. S. PRODUCED A TOTAL AGREEr.1E]\'fr ON A POLICY FOR VIETNAM. 
AGREED TO BACK DIEM iHTH DIFFEREl'TCES OF El:IPHASIS . FAURE HAS REPORTED TO 
H!\ \IE OBTAHmD FROI1 Dm~LES ASSURAl'TCE THAT THE U. S . vTOUl.D LOYALLY BACK 
FRANCE IH SEEKII:G TO PTIEPARE FOR THE 1956 ALL-VI ETrTAj'J ELECTIONS . 

FAURE REPORTED THAT GREAT BlUTAIN , FRANCE , AND U. s. HAD TIEAClillD A 
I'ION-HHIT'l'EN AGREELEI'·lT TEAT FRAITCE HOULD COl\rrnrUE FOECE HI'l'HDRA.VTAL BUT 
POSSIBLY ONE COlo1TIl GEIIT l.'tIGHl' BE LEFT . 

CC 
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0 51L~55 GENERAL COLLINS LEF'r SAIGON FOR A NATO POSITION . /JCS RIST . 

051555 THE H1PERIAL GUA-Till OF BAO DAI WAS ABOLISHED AND MERGED WITH THE .ARJ.\1Y . 

051655 DEADLINE OF IHTHDRAHAL FOR FRENCH UNION FORCES TO SOUTH OF 17TH PARALLEL 
A-l\lD VIET~LnlH TO NOH'l'H . 

051855 THE VIETNAJ!IESE RATIONAL ARMY COlvj}"JLE'rED OCCUPATION OF QUI NHON , HELD BY 
THE VIETMIJ'm FOR 10 YEARS . . 

052055 GENERAL ELY DEMANDED TO BE RELIEVED . 
CARRY OUT AN IMPOSSIBLE MISSION. 

HE HAS HORN OUT BY HIS EFFORTS TO 
/J. B. DRAGON. 

052055 THE FRENCH COJV1i\1AliID AGREED TO RETIRE ITS TROOPS FROM TBE SAIGON- CHOLON . 
/J. B. DRAGON . 

052055 THE FIRST ~rrCHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY ( MSU) POLICE TECHNICIANS ARRIVED IN 
VIETNAM, UNDER ICA AUSPICES . 

052155 BOA DAI WAS DEPOSED AS EJ'lJPEROR . 

052155 DIEM SENT THE NATIONAL ARMY REINFORCEMENTS TO THE HAO HAO AREA . 

052355 SVN 'TROOPS HERE FLOHN TO THE HAO HAO AREA IN COCHIN CHINA. ARl'1Y :WORCES 
1flERE THERE AS A SAFETY MEASURE -- NO ATTACK HAS PI.ANl\TED . 

052655 AJ'llBASSADOR G. FREDERICK REINHARDT ARRIVED IN SOUTH VIETNAM REPLACING 
GENERAL COLLINS. 

052955 DIEM ATTACKED SECTS . 

06 55 LT . COL.JORGENSEN, ASSIGNED BY GENERAL O' DANIEL TO ASSIST ArvlJ3ASSADOR 

---

COLLINS I N STAFF PLANNING FOIt A CIVIL GUARD , WAS REQ1JESTED BY AlvlBASSADOR 
REIlIlHARDT TO CONTINUE THIS HORK. COLONEL VALERIANO MID MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY ADT:IINISTRATION PERSONNEL i<7ERE ALSO II\TVOLVED IN THE EARLY 
NATIONAL POLICE PLANNING PROGRAM. 

05 55 DIRECT FRENCH INTERFERENCE IN THE SECT -DIEI'ri FIGHT HAD EFFECTIVELY ENDED . 
/J. B. DRAGON . 

060155 THE VIETNAMESE ARl,lY TOOK OVER THE SUPPLY SYSTEliI I'THElT THE FRENCH EVACUATED 
THE PHD THO DEPOT . 

060155 THE NATIONAL AID-IT .AND POLICE TOOK OVBR THE SECURITY OF SlHGON. 

060555 THE NATIONAL ARMY BEGAN A LARGE SCALE OFFENSIVE AGP_INS'T' THE FORCES OF 
GEl\lERALS BA CUT Al\ll) TRAN VAN SOAI SOUTH "mST OF SAIGON . 

060655 THE VIETMINH GO"ilERI':!·EN'l' DEMANDED TALKS , IN ACCORDAnCE HITH THE GE.NEVA 
AGREEHEjlJ'l' TO PREPARE THE EI..ECTIONS IN J1JIJY, 1956, TO UNIFY VIETNAI·l, 

DD 
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060655 DIEH INSISTED THAT FFMTCE HONOR THE PROMISE If-ADE BY r·;ENDES - FRANCE AT 
GElIlEVA TO HITHDRAII}' FRENCH TROOPS FROM VIE'I'IIIAH SINCE THIS HAS TEE O:NLY 
HAY THAT FREJ'.TCE COLONIAL AEGIS COULD BE REMOVED . FRANCE T,I}'AS 1;HI,LING TO 
WITHDRAII}' BUT vTAS NOT ABOUT TO LEAVE ITS LOGISTI CAL SUPPORT wIDER 
VIETNAlv! COI\TTROIJ AS DIEM HOPED . / JCS HIST . 

062055 GENERAL ELY LEFT SAIGON AFTER TURNING OVER HIS COf.'lt!lAND TO GENEFAJ, PI ERRE 
JAC QUOT , \mo WAS DESIGNATED ACTING COl-'Il'·rrSSIQIllER GENERAJJ AND COI,IANDER AND 
CHIEF OF FRENCH UNION FORCES IN nmOCHHIA , PENDING NOMINATION OF ELY ! S 
REPLACEMENT . /JCS HIST . ( 

070155 FRANCE FOEWlALLY RELINQUISHED CO:MIvIAj\l]) AUTHORITY OVER THE VIETNAMESE NAVY 
AlIJD AGREED THAT FRENCH AND VIETNAlvIESE FORCES SHOuLD BE lJNDER 
I NDEPENDETIJ"'T COj\'JlVlANDS. 

070155 THE ARVN BEGAN OPERATIONS AGAINST THE HAO HAO IN THE THAT SON AREA . 

070255 THE DEPENDENCE OF THE VIETNAMESE ARMY COMMAND ON THE FRENCH HIGH CO]',l·iAl'm 
AT LAST CAME TO AN END. THE EXPEDITIONARY CORPS HAS 1'HEN CONCENTRATED 
IN THE CAP ST . JACQUES VICINITY ANTI Hil.D BEEN REDUCED FROM 175 ,000 TO 
30,000 MEN . /J . B. DRAGON. 

070355 THE U,S. APPROVED DROPPING THE PLAN TO CUT THE ARlVff TO 100,000 MEN SO 
THE ARMY COULD ABSORB THE AillliES OF THE RELIGIOUS SECTS . 

070755 ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF HIS I NSTALLATION AS PRnIE MINIS'I'ER , DIEM ANNOUNCED 
THE NATIONAL REFE.."RENDUM SET FOR OCTOBER 23, 1955 . / J . B. DRAGON. 

070755 FRENCH FORlVlALLY TRANSFER NHA PRANG AIR BASE TO VIETNAMESE CONTROL . 

071655 NGO DINH DIEM DECLARED THAT SOUTH VIETNAM , NOT }lAVING SIGNED THE GETITEVA 
AGREEMENT , WOULD NOT TAKE PART I N GENERAL ELECTIONS UNLESS THEY \~"ERE 

GUARANTEED TO BE FREE IN THE NORTH AS vTELL AS IN THE SOUTH . / J . B. DRAGON . 

071855 AFTER AN ANNOUNCEMETIJ"'T OF AID BY THE PEOPLE ' S REPUBLIC OF CHINA TO THE 
DRV ON JULY 7, MOSCOW ALSO CONCLUDED AN AI D AGREEI'-1E]\J'"T WITH HANOI . 

071855 THE NATIONAL ARMY BATTLED THE HOA HAO I N HA TIEN . 

071855 U. S. OFFICERS STARTED TO TRAIN VIETNAI.iESE OFFICIALS IN QUANG TRI. 

07i955 NGO DINH DIEM REFUSED 'ro ATTEND TALKS IHTH DELEGATES FRm,j Th'E HORTH ON 
ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN 1958 . TAJJKS WERE SCHEDULED BY THE GEl'lEVA 
TO BEGIN JULY 20 , 1955 . 
SVA REJECTED THE NORTH VIETNAJvIESE GOVERN1'!]ENT ' S INVITATIOl'T TO DISCUSS 
ELECTIONS on THE GROmJDS THAT I N THE NORTH THE PEOPLE HOULD NOT BE ABLE 
TO EXPRESS TBEIR HILL FREELY AlID T}lAT F'AI,SIFI ED VOTES IN NORTH VIETNAH 
COULD OVERRULE THE VOTES II' SOu"'TH VIETNAM. / READER 

072955 THE ASST . SEC , DEF . (ISA ) REQUES'I'ED A JCS EVALUATION OF THE I:A.AG- RECOltIT,jEND 
ed 150 ,000 HAN VIolA. FOR FY 1955-56 . ISA EEI'l'ERp.TED FORCE REQUIREl:!EHTS 
TO t/IEET Ii\'TERHf-l.L NOT EXTERi~Ii"L. Ac..'CRESSION . /323 - J. 

EE 
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08 55 THE U. S . COUNTRY TEA.M SUB]\lITTED THE TEAM PLAN FOR TRAINING THE 
SECURITY FORCES OF SOU'TH VIE'l'N.A.M. /C OU1\j"TrRY 'lIEAM MESSAGE 933 , DISPATCH 

08 · 55 THE FRENCH AGREED TO ABOIJJISH THE MINISTRY FOR THE ASSOCIATED STATES OF 
INDOCHINA . ITS FUNCTIONS, MUCH ALTERED BY THE REl'l.LIZATION OF 
I NDEPENDENCE, v.TERE TRANSFERRED TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AF1i'AIRS . 

08 55 NO AGREEI'-"lEII.1T ON FRF..NCH FORCES ·STATUS AND "lHTHDRI\HAL v.TAS REACHED IN 
NEGOTIATIONS BETI'IEEN FRENCH MID SOUTH VIETNAt-lESE REPRESENTATIVES IN 
PARIS. 

080955 DIEM ' S REFUSAL TO DISCUSS ELECTIONS HITH NORTH VIETNAM INCREASED 
THE LIKELIHOOD OF AN ATTACK BY THE NORTH. U. S . POLICY IN THIS EVENT WITH 
RESPECT TO SEATO AIm APPLICATION OF FORCES WAS DEVEI"OPED . / JCS lUST . 

080955 GENERAL O'DANIEL PROPOSED U.S. SUPPORT 150,000 FORCE LEVEL IN VIETNAMESE 
ARMY , PLUS 10 ,000 TROOPS OF THE SECT ARMIES BY JULY 1, 1956. 

081055 AMBASSADOR REINHARDT AND CINCPJ\.C ENDORSED GENERAL 0 ' DNAIEL ' S FORCE I"EVEl, . 
JCS RECOMMENDED IT BE APPROVED. /JCS HIST . 

081655 ImNRI HOPPENOT, AMBASSADOR OF F:rANCE ON EXTRAORDINARY MISSION AND HIGH 
COl'lJMISSIOl\1ER OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC NEAR THE STATE OF VIETNAM PRESEl'ITED 
HIS LETTERS OF CREDENCE TO PRH1E MINISTER DIEM. THIS ACTION T:E,'Rj'vIINATED 
TIm OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER GENERAl, OF' FRANCE IN INDOCHINA . 

083055 DULLES DECLARED TBE U. S. GOVERNME]\l'1' WAS IN AGREFJl-fENT WITH DIEM J\.]\lD 
SUPPORTED TIIE CONTENTION THAT COImITIONS IN NORTH VIETNAM RULED OUT 
POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING FREE ELECTIONS . /LANCASTER . 

09 55 FATHEELAND FRONT WAS ORGANIZED IN HANOI, FORMERLY vTAS LIEN VIET. 

090255 ,TCS AGREED 1tJITH THE TAYLOR ANALYSIS . 

090255 DOD CONCURRED IN SECRETARY OF THE ARJIf,{ ' S DESIGNATION OF SAMUEL T. v.TILLIAMS 
TO SUCCEED O'DANIEL AS CHIElI' MAAG. / 326-1 

SEPr 6-29 1955 LT . GEN . BRUCE C. CLARK COililvIANDING GENERAL USA.BPAC VISITED \\TEST 
PACIFIC AND S. E. ASIA, REVIEI:JED THE TRIl;J. ORGANIZATION . / JCS HIST . 

090955 J·CS ENVISAGED DEJ.!'ENSE OF S. E . ASIA AS RELYING INITIALLY ON INDIG IEOUS FORCES, 
U. S . AIR MID NAVAL POltTER, A.RMY MOBILE STRIKE FORCE. J CS HOhTEVER FELT 
SLJ13"\iERSION \-JAS RRfl.L THREAT . NO ADDITIOHAL FORCES SHOULD BE SENT TO ASIA 
UNTIL THAT C}fJl.NGED . / JCS TO SEC . DE.F. HEr,IO . 

091255 JCS IiiESSAGE 988351 REQUESTED CINCPAC TO EXPRESS TIIEIR VIEHS ON PHILIPPIlI.TE 
TRAINn·JG IN COlJNTER SUBVERSIQilT FOR Vl-TA . 

092055 DIEM O.PENED A CAMPAIGN AGAIl'TST THE BINi-J: XUYEN vlITH 22 BATTALIQiI:S . 

092155 DIEl·; ISSUED A STATEl,;ENT THAT THERE viAS NO QUESTION OF A COJITlERElTCE BETI'TEY1T 
SOUTH ArID NORTH VIETlTAM . /LANCP_STER. 
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10 55 CINCPAC RECOliIT·1El'mED VNA TRAINING IN PHILIPPIl.\lES . BO'J.'H JCS AND bOD 
CONCURRED BY l'WVEEBER 1955 . /323 - 1. 

10 55 BINH XUYEN HAS DEFEATED AS AN ORGANIZED Am·lED I NSUHGEN'I' FORCE . 

10 55 SOUTH VIEI'NAM RECALLED ITS DELEGATION FROM PARIS, HHICH Will BEEN TRYING 
TO RRACH M'l AGREE~NT ON THE STATUS OF THE FREi'TCH FORCES . 

101)55 WASHINGTON APPROV"ED THE COIDiTRY TEAM PLAN FOR TRAINING THE SEClJRITY FORCE 
I N SOUTH VIETNAM . /STATE DEPT. (MESSAGE 1221. 

101155 NIE 63 , 1-3- '55 REPORTED THE STRENGTH OF THE VNA A'l' 147,000 PLUS 8 - 10,000 
SECT FORCES IN THE ?ROCESS OF BEING INTEGRATED . THE G\TIIT RAl\ITED A FORCE 
OF 200 , 000 lilHEREAS THE U.S.-APPROVED FORCE LEVElJ WAS 150,000 BY JULy 
1 956 . THE VNA WAS NOT CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF COllITERING ~tI\JOR GUERRILLA 
OPERATIONS. 

VIETNMtIESE NATIONAL POLICE HAD 4 , 500 MEN. CIVIL GUARD WAS TO BE ORGANIZED 
FROM PROVINCIAL GUARDS, LOCAL MILITIA AND OTHER ELEI'tIENTS UNDER 1:lnnSTER 
OF INTERIOR. ORGANIZATION TO CONTAIN 65 , 000 1-1EN THE U. S. TO SUPPORT 
01~Y 25 , 000 . 0 212-1ST . 

THE FRENCH EXPEDITIONARY CORPS WAS REDUCED TO 45 , 000 TROOPS. 

1 01855 TIi"E REFERENDUM TO BE HELD TO CHOOSE BE'YvTEEN DIEM Arm BAO DAI AS ANNOUNCED 
BY DIEM WAS DECLARED IIJLEGAL BY BAO DAI . 

1 02355 IN A NATIONAL REFERENDUM HELD TO ELECT THE CHIEF OF STATE, NGO DIN1-1 DIEM 
RECEIVED 5,721,735 VOTES , AGAINST 63 , 017 FOR BAO DAI, FORr·'1E"".R EMPEROR 
SINCE MARCH 7, 1949, HEAD OF STATE OF VIETNAM. / J • B . 

102655 A REPUBLIC VIAS PROCLAIMED BY NGO DINH DIEM. HE BECAME THE FIRST PRESIDENT 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM. 

102855 CINCPAC DISPATCH 280503A REDESIGNATED MAAG INDOCHINA AS MAAG VIETNAM. 
217155 . 

103155 PRESIDENT DIEI'-1 ISSUED HIS FIRST ORDER TO THE VIETNAMESE Am,lED FORCES AS 
THEIR SUPREi'-1E COI,)1vlANDER . 

11 55 MDAP EQUIPf.'IEIIT WAS VAIJUED AT $508,000,000 ACCORDING TO FRENCH INVENTORY . 

11 55 REPORT FROM VIETNAM COillITRY TEAM INDICATED REDUCTION IN FRENCH FORCES 
RESUL'l'ED IN LOSS OF CONTROL OF HDAP MATERIALS . COULD NOT SUPPLY FORCES 
I N THE EVENT OF CONTINGENCY BY MID - 1956 . FRENCH HERE ALSO REIWVING 
GOOD EQUIPlIlENT . / JCS HIST. 

11 55 CIVIL GUARD TRANSFERRED BY DIEM FROM M.INISTRY OF nITERIOR TO PRESIDENCY . 

11 55 GEnERAL S . T . linL]~IAMS ARl.l.lVES IN SAIGON. 

110155 J"CS APPROVED AD1,ilRAL STilliP ' S VIE\.·TS MlD ATJTHORIZED CII';CPJ\C TO BUDGET AITD 
PLAN TB"E PR OGRAM . 

113055 PROG-RAn FOR REDISTRIBUTION OF l·J)AP EQUlPi,iEI'IT REACHED 'l'rIE CRITICAL S'l'AGE. 
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12 55 TRIM ACCmiPLISHED LITTLE TRAINING DURING 1955, BECAUSE OF CONTINUED 
EH.PLOYIvlEH]' OF THE VNA IN OPEPcATIONS AGAINS'], THE SECTS AND THE LACK OF 
HITEREST BY THE FRENCH . / JCS lIIST. 

12 55 HOA HAO, BINH XUYEN AND CAO DAI vTE:RE NO LONGER AN ORGANIZED THREAT TO THE 
GOVERNlIJENT • 

120655 'THE CNO (AS JCS EXECljTIVE AGENT ) REPORTED '1'RA.INIWG HAD PROGRESSED BUT 
CRITICAL STAGE HAD BEEN RRA.CHED . i STEPS HAD TO BE TAKEN TO RE'TAIN THE 
TEM-PO OF M.A.AG. 

120855 VNA ARMY , DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIE'I'NAIvl, HAD BEEN ABLE TO TH\'JART 
VIETivJINH AND SECTS. LATE 1955 THE VNA GEIIlERAL STAFF BEGAN TO REGROUP 
THE ARMY INTO DIVISIONS TO TRAIN. ADDITIONAL SECURITY FORCES 'i'JERE 
NEEDED TO FILL THE VOID CREATED BY THE WITHDRAIHNG ARMY UNITS . / JCS HIST. 

121255 THE U.S. CONSULATE IN HANOI WAS CJJOSED . 

121255 JCS REQUESTED OSD TO ASK NSC TO RECONSIDER ADDITIONAL PERSONIllEL FOR 
VIETNAM . 

121355 SEC.DEF., WILSON TO SECRETARY OF STATE, DULLES MEMO DISCUSSING GENEVA 
AGREEIv1.EIIIT , ARTICLE 16 RELATIVE TO EXPANDED MAAG TO HANDLE IvIDAP EQUIPMENT . 
J'CS , CINCPAC, DOD FELT THAT ARTICLE 16 AND ITS F.ESTRICTIVE CLAUSE DID 
NOT APPLY TO U.S. AND SVN SINCE NEITHER HAD SIGNED. 

121355 A COMMITTEE CHAIRED BY LT. COL. EVANS MET IN PLANS SECTION, lvIAAG, TO PLAN 
THE PREPARATION OF TVJO NE,''i'J TD' S ( TERl\1) FOR MAAG. THE Ji'IRST PLAN HAS TO 
ACCOMPLISH PRESET\TT MISSION AND THE SECOND TO ACCOMPLISH A MISSION TO 
BEGIN 0ULY 1, 1956. 

121655 ALLEN DULLES WROTE JOlIN FOSTER DULLES ~~HAT IT HAS ESSENTIAJJ TO CIA 
OPERA'I'IONS 'I'HA1: RESTRICTIONS ON THE NUMBER OF MILITARY PE'RSONNEL BE 
RELAXED SO THAT AGENCY WOULD BE ASSURED OF SUFFI CIET\l'J' SLOTS mmER 
MII,ITARY COVER TO DO ITS JOB. /335-l. 

122055 THE NEW PLANS (TD) BEING DEVELOPED AT MAAG-VIETNAM HERE COMPLETED. 

122755 LT. COL. I-IANEI.JIN REPORTED TO CHIEF, ~·V\.A.G ON HASHINGTON ACTION ON lvIAAG
vJ:E'rNAM PERSOmlEL REQUIREl'-1EIIl""TS. 

122755 GENERAL O' DANIEL REPORTED THAT MR . ROBERTSON , DEPT. OF STATE, STATED THAT 
STATE MIGHT REACT FAVORABLY '1'0 AN INCREASE OVER THE AUTHORIZED 3Lf2 

RARLY 1956 COETROVERSY EXISTED BETITEEN FREHCH Am) VIETlifAI,1ESE OVER ADl:!INISTRATION 
OF THE TRn~ PROGRAH. IT FUNCTIQi\TED WITH SO)I'lE U. S . ADVISORS BUT WAS 
PREDOI·IIHATELY STAFFED VlITH FRENCH HiSTRUcr1'ORS . /HID 17 -56. 

01 56 SOD""TH VIETNAl':IESE P..RI··1Y UNI'l'S OCCUPIED TAY Nnm, PRINCIPAL CAO DAI POLITICAL 
CEflTER, LE.ADIFj TO 'I'HE BREAK UP OF THE ORGANIZED CAO DAI '&Z·::ED 
I NSURGENCY . AGREEi·ml·1T vlITH CAO DAI LEADERS ON FEBRUARY 28 LEGALIZED 
CAO DAI RELIGIOUS I'?,ACTICES AND FORBADE ITS POLITICAL ACTIVITIES AS 
RELIGIOUS SECT. 
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011156 CEO ASKED CINCPAC FOR MINH:IUN U. S . PERSONrlliL REQUIRED TO R1"'PLACE FRENCH. 

011356 CHIEF- HILAG REPORTED TO CINCPAC THAT SECRETARY QUARLES SUGGESTED THAT 
FRENCH OR VIETIlffiMESE CIVILIAN TEClITrrCIANS BE HIRED TO REPLACE THE 
WITHDRAHING FRENCH FORCES . THIS WAS NOT POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE TO 
VIETNAJv:ESE . ' 

011456 THE FRENCH Al\1NOUJITCED PLANS TO 'RETAIN 230 PERSOl\1NEL AS ADVISORS TO VNAF 
PJJUS 130 OF THEIR PERSONNEL TO SERVE AS A TMINIEG CEI'ITER FOR F - 8 -F 
TRAINING MID TO RETAHJ EXCLUSIVE RESPONSIBILITY OF VNAF Al\'J) NAVY THRU 
1956 . 

011Lr56 CHIEF - l'IlA.AG INFORlV1ED CINCPAC THAT ~/J\.AG VIETNAlvI HAS DEVELOPING A NEI{ TD 
ANTICIPATION OF A RAISE IN PERSOl\~lliL CEILING . 

011Lf56 MAAG CABLE TO CINCPAC STATED THEIR SECOND PLAN vTOULD PROVIDE FOR ADVICE 
DOvIN TO BATTALION LEVEL MID VTOUIJ) THUS REQUIRE 1049 u . S . PERSONNEL AS 
AGAINST PRESENT 342 AUTHORIZED . 

011956 CHIEF - MAAG HlFORMED CINCPAC THAT THE FI EST PLAN CALLED FOR 636 U. S . 
MILITJI.RY . ' 

012156 A ~iJESSAGE FROM CHIEF , Iv1I\..AG , VIETNAM TO CINCPAC , DEPTAE , CNO , AND DEPl'A 
STATED THArT THE CONTINUED WITHDRAWAL OF FRENCH PRESENTED A PROBLElI1 IN 
THE DISPOSAL OF EXCESS EQUIPl'1El\j"Tr. HELP ASKED IN THE SPEE,1) - UP OF AmlIN-
I STRATIVE PROCESSING OF DECLARATIONS ATIID SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS . 

012556 MEMO TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FROM ASD STATED THAT REPORT OF Il\j'I'ERAGENCY 
COSTING TEAM THAT HAD RECEN'I'LY EEI'URNED FROM A 5 \{EEK MISSION TO VIETNAM 
I NDICATED 150 -200 MORE WERE NEEDED AT t/J\.AG FOR LOGISTIC PURPOSES . 

012656 PRES. DIEM FORMALLY ASKED FOR AN INCRFASE IN U. S . ~DVISORS . IT WAS TIill 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNl,'IENT t S POSITION THAT REPlACING DEPARTING FRENCH FORCES 
WITH U. S . FORCES vWUlJ) NOT VIOLATE EITHER THE SPIRIT NOR THE LETTER OF 
THE GEl\~VA ACCORDS . 

012756 CINCPAC INFORMED CNO THA'l' WITHDRAVJAJJ OF FRENCH AND INABILITY OF FRENCH 
Al\ID VIE'l'NAt1ESE TO CO]\1PROMISE REQUIRED EXPEDITING AUWfJEN'TATION PLANS 
DECISION TO RAISE 342 CEILING viAS WillE . 

013156 A J'OINT INVEl\rrORY OF MDAP EQUIPMENT \-lAS PROPOSED TO FRENCH. 

013156 SEC . DEF . C.E . HILSON iilROTE SEC.STATE DULLES OUTLINING PROBLEHS OF MAAG 
VIETNAM RE SHORTAGE OF PERSONNElJ TO HAIIlDLE LOGISTICS PROBU.;rr,S . 

02 56 THE GO TERl-Tl·-;EI\jT GAlI'lED OCCTJPATION OF CAO DAI POSTS Hr TAY NIIm AND 
Hi""fEGRArrIOI'J OF MOST OF GElfERAL PHUONG t S FORCES. /HID 9- 56 . 

02 56 FEC STRENGTH DOvTN TO 15 ,000 . 
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020256 DULLES DECIDED PROTECTION OF l-IDAP EQUIPl-'iENT WAB_RAl'ITED AN Il'TCREASE IN 
PERSONNb"'L AND THEREFORE AUTHORIZED A GROUP OF 350 FOR 'THE TEt,LPORARY 
EQUIPHEII.lT RECOVERY MISSION TO BE SENT TO VIETNAM. THE IIlISSION HAS TO 
PREVENT A GREATER DOLLAR LOSS THROUGH MISUSE OB WASTE OF U. S . PROVIDED 
~fATERIEL . 

020356 SEC . OF STA1.E DULLES DECIDED THAT TllE T}::;F'J1 OPERATION SHOULD BE USED TO 
I MPLEMENT HIS DECISION TO EXPLORE HITH OTHER GOVERIIJjI.IEN'l'S A ~:~NS OF 
RECOVERING U. S . EQUIPMETlrr . /1 - 33 . 

021256 FOLLOvlING SECBEr NEGOTIATIONS vlITH THE VIETNAMESE GOVER.NI.;JEl\j'J' , TBAN VAN 
SOAI , THE LEADEB OF AN HlPORTANT HAO HAO FACTION REJOINED THE VIETNI\l',J, 
ARMY . BA CUT, ANOTHER PRINCIPAL HOA HAO LEADER , HAS CAPTURED ON APRIl} 
13, LEADING TO THE BREAKUP OF ORGANIZED nOA HAO ARIvIED I NSURGENCY . 
/HID 9 - 59 . 

021356 A MESSAGE FROM AMBASSADOR TO SECRETABY OF STATE STATED THAT 1'ERM SHOULD BE 
PRESENTED SOLELY AS AN EQUIP£;1ENT RECOVERY MISSION ATIID NOT AS A TRAINING 
lfJISSION . 

022156 FRANCE AGREED TO HITHDRAH ITS REr·1AINING FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. 

03 56 THE FREE VIETNAMESE INTERNAL SECURI'I'Y AGENCY WAS OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED 
SELF DEFENSE CORPS . /HID 13-56. 

03 56 DIEM DEMJl.TlIDED THE HITHDRAHAL OF THE FEC FROM VIETNAM. 

0 30956 DIEM HELD ANOTHER CONFERENCE HITH NAVAL COMI'flA.NDER LE QUANG NY REGARDING 
THE COII1MillTIST OCCUPATION OF BOISEE ISLAI'm OF THE PARACEL GROUP . PURPOSE 
OF CONFERENCE APPAREIiJ'l'LY TO FORMOl.ATE POLICY PRIOR TO TALKS Hrw FRENCH 
TO COMIvIENCE MARCH 10 . NO MILITABY ACTION AGAINST THE PARACELS vTAS 
TAKEN. /WID 10 - 56 . 

031456 U.S. SECRE'I'ABY OF STATE JOHN FOSTER DULLES VISITED SOUTH VIE'I'NAM. 

031556 FIRST PHASE OF FRANCO - VIETNAMESE TALKS ENDED vlITH THE VIErNM1ESE INSISTING 
UPON COM.PLETE FRENCH TrTITBDRAlvAL FROH ALL BASES IN VIETNAM. DIFFICULTY 
I N TALKS CEl\:'TERED ARomw THE FRENCH NAVAL AESENAL IN SAIGON. I'1'S REPAIR 
FACILITIES HERE IlfiPORTAJlf}' TO THE VIETNAM NAVY . THE FEENCH ALSO NEEDED 
THE REPAIR FACILITIES FOR ITS NAVY Al\!1) 'HANTED EI'l'HEE PRIORITY 
REPAIR SERVICE FOR FRENCH SHIPS AT THE ARSEflIAL OR THE NON - MDAP EQUIPHEN'l' 
TO SE'l' UP SUCH A FACILITY HOULD HAVE TO BE HITIIDRAHN Al'lD HOVED 
ELSE\·THERE. MUCH OF THE NON-MDAP EQUIPr.1ENT THERE i-lAS BELIEVED TO HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN TO T}JE FREHCH BY THE U.S . /'VTID 10-56 . 

031656 AGREE~illNT HAS EEACHED BEfHEElT THE GOVERNl'lCNT AND THE CAO DAI SECT 
HHICH RELEGATED THE L..ArrTER TO A PURELY RELIGIOUS ROLE . A COROLLARY 
THAT AGREEIIENT WAS TEA'l' ALL THE CAO DAI lI.Rl'fJED DISSIDENTS, ESTIW.TED 
MA.XIHUM l.j, 000 , HAVE CAPITULA.'l'ED 'VTITH 'rHEIR ARMS MID Al'Cf:UHITIOIJ. 
PROCESSII'TG OF THE SURREI-lDEREES STAnTED ARomID EA.RCH 13 , 1956 . BA CUT 
RELl\HTED AE oppo~mrrr OF THE GOVERITI',:ElJT . /vTID 10 - 56 . 

032256 AGREELEl'IT \'lAS SIGHED BY FREHCH AIID VIETHAJ'iESE STIHJLATIHG THE vlITHDRl-\.\{AL 
OF FEC BY ,TUITE 30, 1956 . 
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04 56 TE..."Ri\i vIAS PRESENTED TO THE ICC FOR APPRO'VAL . NEITHER APPRO'VAL NO'R 
DISAPPRO'VAL WAS RECEIVED SO' THE PROJECT PRO'CEEDED IN JUNE . /VTID 

0'40'656 VIETNAM GO'VERI\l1,1EJ'IT MJNO'UNCED T""BAT IT VTO'UT....J) CO'NTlNUE TO' CO'O'PERATE WITH 
I CC AND REITERATED I TS PO'SITION O'F SUPPO'RTING VIETNAI,HITDE ELECTIO'NS 
AT SUCH TH1E AS CONDITIO'NS IN Cmll]'JJNIS'I' NO'RTH VIETNMI PERMITTED GENUIl\jE 
LY FREE VO'l'ING . 

0'40'856 TRIM MISSIO'N ENDED . REDESIGNATED CO'rvr.BAT AND TRAINING O'RGANIZATIO'N . 

I 
0'410'56 THE LAST ELEMENTS OF FRENCH EXPEDITIO'NARY CO'RPS LEFT SAIGO'N . 

0'41256 DIRECTIVE FRO'M CNO' TO' CO'FSA+CO'FSAF ISSUED HlPLEIvlENTING THE TERM PRO'GRArv~ . 
I N I T THE CNO' STATED THAT TERlVl SHOULD APPEAR TO' BE SEPARATE O'RGANIZ..L\TIO'N 
FRm1 MMG . 
CHIEF O'F TERM SHO'ULD BE A SE]\TIO'R CO'LO'NEL O'R BRIG . GEN . NO'T PRESENTLY 
APPEARING O'N t.ffiAG ! S RO'STER. 

0'42356 THE FRENCH HIGH CO'MrrlAND \ljAS I NACTIVATED . /NIE 245 1 ST N. 

0'42556 AT THE REQUEST O'F THE GVlIT MOST O'F THE FEC HERE v.TI'I'HDRA'I-TN Ii'RO'M I NDO'CHINA . 

O'Lf2856 THE DEPARTURE FRO'M SAIGO'N O'F GENERAL JACUO'T , CO'Ml'ilAIIJ1)ER I N CHIEF O'F 'l'HE 
FRENCH EXPEDITIO'NARY CO'RPS , MA...RKED THE DISSO'LUTIO'N O'F THE FRENCH HIGH 
CO'MMAND IN VIETNAM. / PROGRESS REPT . NSC 540'5/5428/5 

0'42856 ARVN TRAINING BECAME THE RESPO'NSIBILITY O'F fiIMG . 

0 5 56 THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY O'F DEFEtIJSE VISITED VIETNAM AND URGED MO'RE SUPPO'RT 
FO'R THE CIVIL GUARD . 

EARLY lIlAY 1956 AGREEMENT HAD NO'T YET BEEN REACHED CO'NCERNING THE STATLJS O'F 
SAIGO'N NAVAL ARSENAL RELATIVE TO' THE FRENCH WITHDRAUAL . / WID 19- 56 

0' 50'156 RO'BERT D. MURPHY , DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY O'F STATE WROTE HILSO'N THAT TERN 
PERSO:NNEL SHO'ULD NO'T BE USED AS A TliAINING FO'RCE , BUT THEY SHO'ULD BE 
ADl'-1INISTRATIVELY SUPERVISED BY MAAG NOT EMBASSY . 

0'51556 VNA STRENGTH WAS 156 , 0'0'0' . 

0' 51 556 DEADLIIIJ'E FO'R WITHDRAVTAL O'F ALL FRENCH NAVAL PERSO'Nl'fEL ( EXCEPI FO'R sr,'IALI.J 
LIQUIDATING DEI'ACHlVlENTS). TRANSFER O'F CO'IITRO'L O'F THE ARSENAL TO' THE 
VIETNAMESE ltrAS TO' BE MADE . /vlID 10' -56 . 

0' 52356 DO'D O'FFICIALLY ESTABLISHED THE TERMS OF REFERENCE F'O'R TERM . / J CS HIST . 

0'6 56 GVN ESTIItlATED VIETHTNH ACTIVE STRENGTH AT 1 , 360' O'UT O'F 6 - 8 , 0'0'0' HO'STILE 
FO'RCE . U. S . PUT STRENGTH AT 8 - 10',0'0'0' IN SKELETO'N UNITS. 

0'6 56 THE GVlIT FO'RtlL4LLY REQUESTED AUG2-CENTATION O'F If:A.AG . A SPECIAL 
DETACID·lEI'IT O'F 350' ](EN vIAS O'RGANIZED AND CHARGED HITH RECO'VERING AND 
EXPO'RTING lJI..RGE QUATi:TITIES O'F U. S . "UIB I,ffiTERIEL . A CO'LL.A.Tl.''R4L PURPO'SE 
HAS TO' INCREASE THE LOGISTICAL CAPABILITIES O'F THE VIETJ':JIJiESE AR:.TY . 
'IIRE PROJECT ~'TAS TERn . /i.JID 13- 57 . 
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060156 AFTER JUNE 1 , 1956, THE DE.ADLlNE FOR WITlIDRAWAL OR TURNOVER TO THE 
VIETNAMESE OF AIR FORCE EQUIPIviENr, THE FRENCH HERE COMPLETELY 
PHASED OUT OF THE VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE . OtJ'LY A FEYT FRENCH INSTRUCTORS 
REIv1AlNED IN SOUTH VIETNAM. ;\lID 17-56. . 

060156 U. S . TEMPORARY EQUIPMENT· RECOVERY IvLISSION (TERl'~) ACTIVATED . 

060756 ADMIRAL RADFORD BRIEFED THE NSC ON THE STRATEGY FOR THE DEFENSE OF SOUTH 
VIETNAM WHICH REPEATED THE PhANS (SET FORTH IN FEBRUARY AND SEPT~ffiER . 

063056 THE VNA HAD 142 , 000 MEN IN 4 FIELD DIVISIONS AND 6 LIGHT DIVISIONS Ahm 
13 TERRITORIAL REGIMENTS , PLUS SERVICE SUPPORT UNITS . THIS WAS 
APPROVED STRENGTH. /WID 20 - 56 . 

07 56 THE CRUCIAL MONTH DURI NG WHICH THE ELECTIONS TO UNIFY VIETNAM SHOUD) HAVE 
BEEN HELD AS PROVIDED IN THE GENEVA AGREUiENT PASSED vHTHOUT INCIDENT . 
/J. B . 

07 56 CIVIL GUARD 51,000 STRONG , OPERATED IN THREE MILITARY REGIONS . 

070656 VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON VISITED SOUTH VIETNAM. 

070756 ADMIRAL RADFO~D_ BRIEFED THE NSC'ON CONCEPT DELI~~TED IN 5612/1 . 

071156 JCS DIRECTED CINCPAC TO PREPARE A CO~~INGENCY PLAN BASED ON THE QUICK 
RESPONSE STRATEGY AS SET FORTH BY ADMIRAL RADFORD IN T}~ JUNE 7, 1956 
BRIEFING TO NSC , FOR DEFENSE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. 

071356 BA CUT EXECU1'ED . /WID 32-56 . 

0 71756 COMMUNIST ARMED STRENGTH IN THE SOUTH ESTIlvrATED AT 5-10 , 000 1955--56 , 
PROBABLY ABOUT 8 , 000 WITH 5,000 ORGANIZED IN SKELETON.Crn~ANIES . 
/247 NIE 1ST. 

071756 n~ VNA HAD THE APPROXIMATELY lLf5,000 TROOPS . /NIE . 

071756 NIE 63 - 56 STATED VlASHINGTON ' S CONCEPT OF T}~ CIVIL GUARD AND THE SELF
DEFENSE CORPS. THE GVN ORGANIZED THE CIVIL GUARD TO RELIE,\TE THE VNA ' S 
HANY STATIC INTERNAL SECURITY DUTIES. THE ~·8 ,000 "[liEN IN LIGHTLY ARMED 
HOBlLE COMPANIES HERE TO I'-1AINTAIN LAH AND ORDER, COLLECT Il\~ELLIGENCE, 
CONDUCT COUNTER- SUBVERSION OPERATIONS IN PROVINCES PACIFIED BY THE V 
TBE 60,000 I'-1AN SELF-DEFENSE CORPS HAS TO WUNTAIN VILLAGE SECURITY . 

072056 THE ALL - VIETNAHESE ELECTION AS PROVIDED IN 1954 GEl\lEVA DECLA..R.ATION FAILED 
TO TAKE PLACE . /READER. 

072156 FRENCH ACCE::DF.J) 'ro SOUTH VIETNAI'~ 1 S REQUEST TKI\T FRENCH BE REPRESENTED BY AN 
M1BASSADOR RATHER THAl'T A HIGH COIvl.I'-USSlm~R. 

073056 A VIETNAMESE LIAISOn MISSION TO THE ICC HAS ESTABLISHED PREPARATORY TO 
THE TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM THE FRENCH LIAISON }USSION . /READER. 

08 56 ESTIllIATES OF VIETNnrn IN SVN HERE 5,000-7,000. lInD 32-56 . 
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083156 TERN AT FULL STRENGTH OF 350 . 

090556 THERE HAS A CHANGE IN POLICY FROM TRAINING THE VIETNAMESE ARIW FROM 
INTERNAL SECURITY ALO]\J"E TO BOTH A MISSION OF INTERNAL SECURITY AND 
LHUTED INITIAL RESISTANCE . OCi-ifH . 

091656 U. S . TRAINING PROGRAM OF ARVN WENT INTO EFFECT . 

091956 FRENCH AIR FORCE OFFICIALLY TRANSFERRED THE TOURA]\Jt; AIR BASE TO VIEI'NAjiIESE 
CONTROL . 

100156 OPLAN 46 -56 DEFENSE OF SOUTH VIETNAIvl PREPARED BY CINCPAC . 

102456 STATE DEPARTMENT REPORT EMPHASIZED THAT THE SUBVERSION-POLITICAL THREAT TO 
SOUTH VIETNAN vJAS MORE LIKELY TO BE A REAL DANGER THAN OVERT AGGRESSION . 

110156 THE CHIEF OF ~ffiAG PROPOSED SUPPORTING THE CIVIL GUARD AT A STRENGTH OF 
59 , 160 AND A SELF DEFENSE CORPS OF 60 , 000 . OCllli . 

12 56 COUNTrRY TEAM <TUDGED THE VNA CAPABLE OF MAINTAINING nJTERlIJAL Al\1]) EXTERNAL 
SECURITY . /JCS HIST • 

. , 
01 57 DIEM ASKED THE U. S . TO INCREASE HIS FORCE TO 200 ,000. THIS HAS REFUSED . 

010357 T}lli ICC REPORTED THAT BET~~EN DECEI~ER 1955 AND AUGUST 1956 ]\Jt;ITHER 
NORTH OR SOUTH VIETNAM HAD BEEN FULFILLING ITS OBLIGATIONS millER THE 
1954 AIThUSTICE AGREEMENT. 

021557 THE TWO PACIFICATION OPERATIONS TRUONG TAN BUU AND THOAI NGOC HAU 
TERMINATED . THE VN MILITARY FELT THAT THE ARMY SHOULD PERFORM ONLY 
MILITARY Fll'JCTIONS WHICH DID NOT I:NTERFERE IHTH NORi\1AL TR..AINHTG . 
HOWEVER DIEM li-TATlrrED THE THO OPERATIONS TO BE CONTINUED Jl.S PA ... RT OF THE 
PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS ROUTINE FUNCTIONS . BUU AND HAU HAD BEEN 
VAST MILITARY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS EIvl.JlLOYING MEN }i'ROM THE ARMED 
CIVIL GUARD , ATlill CIVIL ACTION Cm·1MITTEES \tHTH THE PURPOSE TO BRING ALL 
UNDER GOVERNlvlENT CONTROL Mill TO PUBLICIZE AND POPULARIZE THE DIEM 
GOVERNMENT . /WID 15 ··57 . 

03 57 THE GOVERlIJMENT OF PRESIDENT DIEM ANNOUNCED A SERIES OF REGULATIONS 
II\1TEl\1])ED TO ENCOURAGE FOREIGN INVES~'IVlENTS. / J • B . 

031957 OPLAN L16-56 DEFENSE OF SOT.JTH VIETNAM vIAS APPROVED BY JCS. 

041657 ELBRIDGE DURBROT;J PRESEN'I'ED HIS CREDEJl.IT'IALS AS AMBASSADOR OF THE U. s . ~ro 
SOUTH VIETNJ\.Mo 

050257 PRES. DIEM R.EINSTlTUTED A DRAFT LAH . jJCS HIST . 

050457 ARVN I S FIRST [·:!AJOR TACTICAL COl'rmOL HEADQUARTERS "I·lAS ESTABLISHED, I CO 
/JCS HIST . 

050557 PRESIDE~rr DIEI'!j VISITED THE U. S . 

050957 PRESIDENT DIElIj ADDRESSED A JonIT' ASSElI:BLY OF CONGRESS. 

MM 
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051057 IN A MEETING BE'ThTEEN PRESIDENT DIE~1 ANTI DEPUTY SECRETARY QUARLES, 
DIEM PUT FORTH HIS PLAN TO MOVE THE CIVIL GUARD INTO HIGH PLATEP.U 
AREAS TO FILL THE VACUuM THERE. HE ALSO PUT FORTH THE NEli ARl':1Y 
REORGANIZATION. HE WAlIITED THE SAI'.IE NUtviBER OF DIVISIONS BUT IUTH A 
STRENGTH INCREASE UP TO 10 , 000 HIUCH REQUIRED A TOTAL FORCE INCREASE OF 
20 , 000 . 

051157 PRESIDENT EISENHO\{ER AND PRESIDENT DIEM DECLARED THAT BOTH COUN'l'RIES 
HOULD HORK 'rOWARD A PEACElI'UL UNIFICATION OF VIETNAM ( JOINT COJvIiVlUIifIQUE ). 

( 

051157 ACCORDING TO EISE]\]}IOHER AND DIEM THE CHIEF DANGER TO SOUTH VIETHAM T,-lAS 
THE LARGE BUILDUP OF MILITARY FORCES IN NORTH VIETNAM . 

051757 NORTH VIETNAMESE LIAISON MISSION TO THE ICC vlAS WITHDRAWN FROM SAIGON 
AT THE REQUEST OF SOUTH VIETNAM. 

052457 ASST . SECRETARY OF DEFENSE , GVN , SUB1{llTTED A I--TRITTEN REQUEST TO CHIEF- M 
FOR U. S . ADVISOR ASSISTANCE FOR THE VIETNAM AIR FORCE .A]\J1) NAVY . 

052857 NEI-l YORK STATE POLICE INSPECTOR UPDIKE HAS ASKED TO. SET UP THE SOUTH VIET
NAMESE POLICE FORCE. 

053157 FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN THE TRAINING OF Trill VIETl'ffi~illSE AIR FORCE, NAVY , 
AND AT THE VIETNAMESE COMHAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE TERlvlINATED . 
FRENCH LEGAL · INSTRUCTORS TO GENDARMERIE AND CIVIL GUARD STILL REMAINED . 

06 57 THE FR1"'NCH NAVAL AND AIR FORCE TRAINING MISSION WAS HITHDRATtlN FROM SOUTH 
VIETNAM . 

061357 THREE ID.,"'VJ YORK STATE POLICEMEN WERE ASSIGlIlED TO HELP ORGANIZE THE POLICE 
I N SOUTH VIETNAM . 

07 57 GVN REQUESTED $60 MILLION F OR HE..A.VY EQUIPlVlENT FOR THE CIVIL GUARD . MA 
AND MSU PROPOSED $14 -·18 MILLION. /JCS HIST . 

07 57 AN ICA SURVEY REPORT ON VIETNAM INDICATED THAT COMMODITY ASSISTMJCE 
FUNDING TO THE INTERNAL SECURITY PROGRAM vMS TO END IN 1958. / 159-1 

07 57 SINCE THE ARVN t S ANTI - DISSIDENT CAMPAIGNS HAD ACHIEVED SUCH SUCCESS , THE 
SOUTH VIETNAt'vl GOVERNMENT DIVERTED MOST OF THE lvlIl~ITARY TO TRAINING FOR 
CLASSICAL WARFARE AS A NECESSITY FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE AGAINST POSSIBLE 
DRV AGGRESSION. /WID 30 - 58 . 

09 57 ALL 10 ARVl'T DIVISIONS HAD COMPLETED BASIC TRAINING . 7 DIVISIOJlYS HII.D 
FINISHED THIRD LEVEL TRAINING . 

102257 U. S . PERSONNEL \iTERE INJURED IN SAIGON IN '.i'HE Bm.1BING OF INSTALL.A.TIONS 
THE U. S . MILITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY GROUP MID OF THE U. S . INli'ORMATION 
SERVICE. 

11 57 Ti\l'l'ELLIGENCE REPORTS DEPICTED VIETCONG EFFORTS AS ONE OF SURVIVAL DURING 
JULY 1956 - JULY 1957 . /JCS HIST . 

NN 
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120957 SOUTH VIETNAM EX-DIRECTOR OF POLICE NGUYEN VAN TON T,TAS SENTENCED FOR 
AIDING THE REBEL ELEMENTS . 

58 THE VIETNAMESE ARMY HAS REORGANIZED . 
COtNERTED '1'9 7 IMPROVED DIVISIONS. 

FIELD AtID LIGHT DIVISIONS WERE 
( LATE 1958-SEPT . 1959) 

010458 LARGE Cm.1ivIUNIST GUERRILLA BAND ATTACKED A PLANTATION NORTH OF SJ\.IGON, 
Rb""'FLECTING STEADY INCREASE IN COMr.lUl'JIST ARMED ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIE'I'NAlil 
SINCE MID-1957 . 

032758 PEfu~NT SECRETARIAT GE~lliRAL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE UNDER THE PRESIDENCY 
ESTABLISR'ED . 

O~- 58 THROUGH INTENSIVE RECRUITING IN THE SOUTH , THE NORTH VIETN.A14 GUERRILLA 
STRENGTH IN THE SOUTH ROSE TO ABOUT 2,100. /HID 51 - 58 . 

05 58 ORGANIZED COMMUNISTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM'i'illRE ESTIMATED AT 1 , 140 - 1,400 . 
/HID 22 - 58 . 

07 58 THE SVN GOVERm1ENT ATTEMPTS TO ANNIHILATE VIETCONG SUFFERED FROM RELYING 
TOO REA VILY ON THE Il\1EFFICIENT PARAMILITARY FORCES INSTEAD OF T}>;E ARMY 
TO PUR DOWN ARMED INSURGENCY . /VJID 30 - 58 . 

07 58 GENERAL PRAM XUAN CHIEU HAS THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAJI'F FOR ARVN. /HIJ:? 

09 58 MAAG REPORTED U. S . PERSON]\lliL HERE VC TARGETS. 

091058 FRANCE AND SOUTH VIETNAM SIGNED AN AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH FRfI.NCE PROVIDED 
AID FOR THE VIETNAM GOVERNMENT ' S AGRARIAN RE'FORM PROGRAM - - 1,490 

12 58 VIETNAMESE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION STRENGTH OF 6,500, INCLUDING 2 , 500 
PERlv1ANENT AGE]\J~S . /WID 52 - 58 . 

120858 PRESIDENT EISErmOvillR APPROVED A NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION HHICH 
AMONG GrHER ITEMS EMPHASIZED POLICE AND CONSTABULARY TYPE FORCES FOR 
I NTERNAL SECURITY PURPOSES IN LIEU OF LAI-{Gl-:R INDIGENOUS MILITARY 
ES'I'ABLISHIvlENTS . 

59 IT WAS ESTIlv1ATED THAT THERE liillRE BE'I'VlEEN 5,000 - -12,000 COlvil1lJNIST 
GUERRILLAS ACTIVE I N SOUTH VIETNAl'I IN 1959 . 

01 59 JCS REPORTED ARVN 'ivAS RFADY TO FULFILL THE MISSION THE U. S . }fJ\D SET 
/JCS HIST . 

01 59 GVN AGREED TO TRANSFER THE CIVIL GUARD TO THE MINISTRY OF UlTERIOR. 
AID PROGRAM '1'0 THE CIVIL GuARD WAS THEN RESUHED . / JCS HIST . 

010759 30 , 000 POLICE MID CIVIIJ GUARDSl·1EN HAD BEEN LOCALLY TRAInED IN TAlI 
Ej\lFORCU1ENT AND 'TECHNICAL TRAHTING COU.RSES. EORE TRr'\.INING IN 
ADiITNISTRATION Al'ID COi·]!1Al'JD FUNCTIOHS HAS BEING REQUESTED . 

00 
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0 10759 NSC 5809 REPORTED THAT THE U . S , El'·":BASSY AJ\TD THE GVN HAD REACHED AN AGEEE -· 
MErIT ON TRAINING ANTI EQUIPPING A CIVIL GUARD FOHCE OF 32 ; 000 , THE 
HAS IN HASHINGTON FOR APPROVAL , THE QlJESTION BEING ASKED HAS HHETHEB. 
THIS SITUATIon REQUIRED IMPROVEEENT IN THE CIVIL GUAPcD OR Hh'ETHER OTHER 
EXISTING VIETJI~AMESE SECURITY FORCES COULD ADEQUATELY DEAL HITH THE 
SITUATION , -

011259 A NORTH- SOUTH VIET'NAlVI MEETING 1'TAS HELD TO DISCUSS PROBLEil18 CONCERNING 
DEMILI'I'ARIZED ZONE . THE OPPOSING PARTIES PREPARED TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC 
LO~v -LEVEL VATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN. ARRANGED BY ICC . /HID 39- 58 . 

032959 VNAF FLElv ITS FIRST MISSION AGAINST A VC TARGET . 
4 -4 57 . / JCS RIST . 

/SAIGON- STATE MSG 

04 59 DIEM ENCOURAGED TERRORIST ACTIVITY REPORTING. 

040959 DURBROH-DIEM- HILLIAMS CONFERENCE ON 1;VORSENING II'JTERNAL SECURITY SITUATION. 

0 50659 EtffiASSY DID NOT BELIEVE DIEM ' S STORY THAT SECURITY vIAS AT ITS HORST SINCE 
1955 . U . S . SKEPI'ICISM RE THREAT TO SVN CONTTNUED THROUGH 1959 · 
S - STA'I'E 2345 6MAY59 . 

052659 THE ICC STATED TERM SROULD END ACTIVITIES BY MID - 1959 . 

052659 2 , 000 GUERRILLAS liJERE REPORTED IN SVN . 'I'HOU8ANDS MORE HERE I NACTIVE . 
CIVIL GOARD STRENG'1'H = L~ 7 , 000 . VT:-TA == 1 36 , 000 REGlJL[\.RS . INTERl'IAL SECURITY 
F ORCES HERE NOT CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF ERADICATING A DRV SUPPORTED 
GUERRILLA FORCE. VNA T~rIL:C HAVE TO BE DIVERTED TO THIS TASK. / 249 -

0 52959 U. S. ADVISORS \·rERE AT REG IHENTAL, SEPARATE ARTILLERY , A.."R.MOR AI',J1) 
MARINE BATTAIJION LEVEL . 

0 52959 USOM PUBLIC SAFETY DIVISION BEGAN RETRAINING AJlIO RE - EQUIPPING CIVIJ.J GUARD . 
/JCS HI8T . 

0 63059 THE MICHIGAN S'.rATE lJNT\T.ERSITY POLICE ADVISORY GROUP LEFT VIETNAM . USOM 
PUBLIC SAFETY DIVISION TOOK OVER TRAINING RESPONSIBILITY . THEY OBTAINED 
NO RESOlUTION TO THE PROBLElviS OF THE CIVIL GUARD DURING THE NEXT THO 

~RS . /JCS RIST . 

0 76859 COMl'1lJlIJIST GUERRILLAS AT'J'ACKED THE VIETNAl/JESE MILITARY BASE AT BIEN HOA 
TI!O U. S . I.fAAG PERSOJIJI'lEL HERE KILLED AND ONE iiAS lVOUIIDED . 

083059 SECOJIJ1) NATIQl\IAL ELECTIONS GAVE THE NATIONAL REVOLUTIOllTARY EOVElviENT AND 
OTHER PRO-GOVERPlliEHl' POLITICAL PARTIES ALL SEATS IN THE NA'I'IOHAL 
ASSEltiBLY Hr SOUTH VIET1SlAN . NO OPPOSITION CANDIDA'l'ES HERE AIJLOitiED TO 
TAKE THEIR SEATS . 

09 59 DIEM ESTII&1'1'ED THfI.T THERE HERE 1000 VC REGUL.A.RS . 

09 59 'rB-:E ARVlT FREHCH STYTE 4 FIELD Al-:D 6 LIGHT DIVISIONS CO:NVERTED TO 7 u . S . 
TYFF~ 10 , 000 FAn DIVISIons . / JCS lUST . 
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0 9 59 JCS PAPER TO NSC URGED U. S . TO BACK PROGRAMS NOT PERSONALITIES . 

103059 SPOKESficAN OF THE VIEI'NAHESE ARMY DISCLOSES THAT A CAIvIPAIGN AGAINST 
COMMUNIST GUERRILLAS IN THE COUNTRY r S SOUTHERNMOST REGION , THE CAMA 
PENINSUT.....A , RESULTED IN HEAVY GUERRILL.A. LOSSES . 

12 59 OSD DIREC'rED CINCPAC TO PREPARE A NT~\'1 JOINT DISTRIBUTION TABLE REFLECTING 
TERM PI-IASE OUT . lITEM 56 .. 

12 
I 

59 FIRST USE OF HELIOCO¥l'ERS TO ~10VE TROOPS . lSAIGON TO STATE 2061 1/3 

020160 GVN DIRECTIVE ISSUED ORDERING CONCE"N'TRATION ON ANTI-GUERRILLA TRAINING 
TACTICS . 

021860 AMBASSADOR DURBRO\'1 TOLD CINCPAC CIVIL GUARD ANTI ... GUER"RILLA TRAINING WAS 
URGEl\TT . CINCPAC HELD OUT FOR ~fi.AAG/TERI;l RESOLUTION RE ICC. I JCS HIST . 

03 60 FIRST AGROVILLE ESTABLISHED I N PHONG DIJIffi PROVINCE. 

0 32460 CHIEF OF STA.."'F AID-IT TOLD THE JCS THAT THE SECURITY SITUATION IN VIETNAM 
HAD BADLY DETERIORATED AND THAT DIEM CONSIDERED THAT VIETNAM WAS IN 
ALL OUT WAR vJITH THE VIETCONG . 

04 60 VIETCONG STRENGTH 4 ,000 . 

031760 NORTH VIETNAM PROTESTED TO THE CliAIIDijEN OF THE 1954 GENEVA CONFERENCE 
( BRITAIN AND THE USSR) THE FORMIDABLE INCREASE OF PERSON}ffiL IN 
THE U. S . MIl,ITARY ASSISTANCE ADVISORY GROUP IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
AND ACCUSED THE U. S . OF TUl"\NING SOUTH VIETNAM nITO AU. S. MII,ITARY 
BASE FOR THE PREPARATION OF A NKw WAR . 

043060 AN OPPOSITION GROUP OF 18, CALLING THEMSELVES THE COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESS 
AND J-,IBERTY, SENT A LETTER TO PRES. DIEM DElvIANDING DRASTIC ECONOMIC , 
ADMINISTRATIVE, AIIll) MILITARY REFORMS . 

0 50560 U. S. ANNOUNCED TB.AT AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SOU'l'H VIETNAM, 
THE U. S . MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND ADVISORY GROUP HAS TO BE INCREASED BY 
THE END OF THE YEll.R FROM 327 TO 685 MEMBERS. 

0 52060 THE SOVIET UNION HWPOSED TO THE UNITED KINGDOM THAT THE ':rHO GOVERNMENTS 
AS CO-C}IAIRJ1EN OF THE GErmVA COi'WERENC:8, SHOULD APPEAL TO THE U. S. 'fO 
REF'RAIN FROM IHCRR",SIIJG THE I\f'Jl:1BERS OF ITS MILITARY ADVISORS ( rtJl.AG ) 
SOUTH VIETI'lA.I'II AND ALSO TO CONSIDEli. 'l'I·m QUESTION OF HITHDPJ\HING fllf'·JI.G 
SOUTH VIETNA!vl . THEIR PRESENCE Dr SOUTH VIETNP .. lvI CO:NTRADICTED THE SP 
OF THE GENEVA AGREELEHTS . TBE Ali~ \IJAS TO LIQUIDATE OliB OF THE 
SOURCES OF UrTRES'f AiID OF STRElTG'l'HBT'TETG PEACE IN INDOCHINA . 

06 60 COlI,lvIUNIST GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAJA INCREASED . ( JUNE ·· OCTOBER) 

060160 11AJ . GEN. LIONE:L T . MC GARR vIAS APPOIl'ITED TEE READ OF THE U. S . i!AA.G. 

060660 COUNTER-IITSUP.G-EUCY TEAIlTH:G PROJRNi mmER ttIAAG FeR THE VJETNAi':;ESE J\R!iIED 
FORCES HAS STARTiill . 
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063060 THERE WERE ONLY 25 MSU ADVISORS IN SOlJTH VIETNAM . 

1 0 1 260 SEC . DEF. TOLD THE JCS TIIAT THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR TRAINING A]\J1) LOGISTICAL 
SUPPORT OF THE CIVIL GUARD SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO THE HAAG PROj\fPILY 
AND THAT THE CIVIL GUARD SHOULD BE PUT IN THE VIETNAJI!ESE I'I~NISTRY OF 
DEFENSE , RATHER THAN IN THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR . 

1 22960 CIVIL GUARD WAS TRANSFERRED TO DEPARTi·JENT OF DEFENSE FROM I1INISTRY OF 
INTERIOR AT VlAAG I S REQUEST . ' / JCS HIST . 

( 

0 1 61 THE FIRST INCRll1ENT OF CIVIL GUARD BEGAN TRAINING lJ]\TD1"R THE MAAG . 

013061 PRES. KE:NNEDY AUTHORIZED $29,400,000 TO EXPAND THE VIETNAM Atl.lvlED FORCES TO 
170,000 PLUS $12 , 700,000 FOR THE CIVIL GUARD. 

0 32861 MESSAGE FROl'·1 TRAPNELL TO JCS INDICATED J:'AILURE OF CG AND VNA TO COPE ~nTH 
VIETCONG. RECOMMENDED U . S . SUPPORT FULL 68,000 CIVIL GUARD FORCE. 

0 40361 U . S .-VIETNAMESE TREATY OF AMITY ArID ECONONiIC RELATIONS ~I[AS SIGNED IN 
SAIGON. THE NATIONAL ASSEJlffiLY RATIFIED THE TREATY ON JUJllE 14 . 

OL101+61 PRESIDENT DIEM APPEl\.LED TO THE ICC TO l/lAKE AN IMJlJEDIATE AND EJllERGETIC 
INVESTIGATION OF GROvHNG TERRORISM AND SUBVERSION THROUGHOUT SOUTH 
VIETNAM. 

OLI0961 PRESID}~NT DIEM AND VICE PRESIDENT THO \,JERE ELECTED BY AN OVERWHELII1ING 
MAJORITY IN THE VIE'rNAM PRESIDEI.\.1Tli\L ELECTIONS . 

0 42961 PRESIDENT KENNEDY AUTHORIZED VlAP SUPPORT ]:'OR ALL 69,000 CIVIL GUARD. 
MAAG VIETNAM T,l7AS DIRECTED TO SUPPORT AND ADVISE SDC . MAAG STRENGTH 
TO BE INCREASED AS NEEDED. 

0 5 61 MAAG PERSONNEL IN SOUTH VIETNAM NUMBERED 685 . ABOUT HAI,F 1;IfERE AIRBORJ\TE 
COJl'IMANDOS. 

0 50561 PRES . KENNEDY DECLARED AT A PRESS COHFERENCE THAT CONSIDERATION VIAS BEING 
GIVEN TO THE USE OF U. S . FORCES, IF NECESSARY, TO HELP SOUTH VIETNAM 
RESIST COHlvlU1HST PRESSURES . HE DECLARED THAT THIS WOULD BE Ol\J:E OF 'II-ill 
SUBJ"ECTS DISCUSSED DURING THE FORTHCOIl1ING VISIT OF VICE PRESIDENT 
J OHnSON IN SOUTH VIETNAM . 

0 51161 U. S . VICE PRESIDENf JOHNSON WAS IN SOUTH VIETNAI-1 . 

051361 WHILE JOHNS ON WAS IN VIE'I'JlLAM A JOINT COMMUNIQUE DEClARED THAT ADDI'.rIONnL 
U. S . MILITARY AND ECONOMI C AID 1iJOUJ~D BE GIVEN TO HELP SOUTH VIEI'NAliI I N 
I TS FIGHT AGAINST C~~1UNIST GUERRILTA FORCES. 

06 61 IT WAS ESTIl-1fI.TED 'I'H.I1.T THERE vlERE BET\'JEEN 7,000:.::15,000 CONMUNIST GUERRILLAS 
IN SOUTH VIETITAM. 

0 6 61 IJOCAL MILr~IAl·iEN IN SOUTH VIErilfAj\j Nlfl'.18ERE:D 50,000, SA)"JE AS IN 1959 . 

060961 DIEH ASKED SUPPORT' FOR AN INCRKI\,.SE IN THE VIETNALESE ARl:lY TO A FORCE OF 

270 , 000 . 

RR 
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080261 PRESIDENT KENNEDY DECLARED THAT THE U. S. WOULD DO ALL IT COUL..D TO SAVE 
SOUTH VIETNAIvi FROM COJ'.1ULJNISH. 

080461 PRES . KENNEDY AUTHORIZED AN INCREASE I N THE VIETNAMESE ARMY TO 200 , 000 . 

081561 ~{A - 150,000 , CIVIL GUARD - 60,000, SEI~ DEFENSE CORPS - 45 , 000, 
VIETCONG - 12,000. /254 NIE . 

090161 THERE HAS A SERIES OF ATTACKS BY 1 , 000 COMrifLJNIST GUEFlULLAS IN KONTlTM 
PROVINCE. AN ARMY Cm';],~A.ND COMfvfUIVIQUE STATED THAT DURING THE MO:NTH OF 
AUGUST THERE v,JERE 41 ENGAGEJ'.iE1'TS BETWEEN GOVERNHENT FOHCES AND COMMUNIST 
REBELS IN SOUTH VIETNAlv1. 

091761 A BRITISH ADVISOHY MISSION ON ADlVIINISTRATIVE AND POLICY TYIATTERS, HEADED 
BY H. THOMPSON ( FORlvJER PEHlVANE:i\11.' DEFENSE SECRETAHY IN lVlALAYA ) LEFT 
SOUTH VIEI'NAM. 

091861 COlv'MUNIST FORCES ESTIMATED AT 1,500 TYIEN ATTACKED AND SEIZED THE CAPITAL 
OF PHUOC THlTNH PROVINCE ONLY 60 MILES FROM SAIGON. 

092561 PRESIDENT KENl\lEDY, ADDHESSING THE U. N. GENERAL ASSEl,IDLY IN N. Y., DECLARED 
THAT A THREAT TO PEACE vIAS THE SMOLDEHING COALS OF \"TAR IN SOUTHEAST 

100161 SEATO MILITARY EXPEHTS j\iliT IN BANGKOK, THAlLA1~, TO CONSIDER THE 
INCREASING COTYIMUNIST N.ENACE TO SOUTH VIE'l'NAM. ADM. HARRY D. FELT, U . S . 
NAVY COl,1t,IAJ'.lDER IN CHIEF IN THE PACIFIC, DECLAHED Tff..AT THER.E HAS NO 
I MMEDIATE PROSPECT OF USING U. S. TROOPS TO STOP THE CO]'.1IlfLJNIST ADVANCES IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA, BUT HE INDICATED THAT AMONG THE PLANS EVOLV'i:D FOR 
EVENTUALITY , SOME DID CALL FOR THE USE OF Aj\iliHICAN TROOPS . 

100261 PRES. DIEM = " 1'1' IS NO LONGER A GUERRILLA WAR WAGED BY AN ENEJ'.1Y liTHO ATTACKS 
US WITH REGULAH lJNITS FULLY AND HEAVILY EQUIPPED Al\~ WHO SEEKS A 
STRATEGIC DECISION IN S.E.ASIA IN CONFORMITY WITH THE ORDEHS OF THE 
COMMUNIST INTEHNATIO:NA . II 

THE PRESIDENT ALSO SAID THAT THE U. S . COTY:MITTEE BEADED BY DR . EUGENE: 
STALEY RECOMj\1ENDED AN INCHEASE IN AID BOTH FOR MILI'l'ARY MEASURES AND 
ECONOJ'.lIC AJ'.lD SOCIAL DEv""ELOE,lENT . 

101161 PRES . KENNEDY AJ'.Jl'TOUHCED (AT HIS NEit.JS CONFERENCE) THAT HE HAS SENDING GEI-T. 
VIAXHELL D. TAYLOH, HIS MILITARY ADVISER, '1'0 SOUTH VIETNAM TO INVESTIGATE 
THERE THE MILITARY SITUATION AND TO REPORT ON IT TO HIM PERSONALI.JY. 

101861 A STATE OF EMEHGENCY vTAS PROCLAH1ED IN SOUTH VIETTTJI.N BY PRESIDENT DIEM. 

111661 FOLLOHING CLOSELY THE RECOrilME:tlDATIONS IN GENEML TAYLOR I S :REPORT, PHESIDE1IT 
KENNEDY (vlITH THE APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL) DECIDED TO 
BOLSTER SOUTH VIETNAJi l S 11ILITAHY STRENGTH , BUT NOT TO COIvIEIT U. S . CQ;>.1.BAT 
FORCES AT THIS 'l'HIE. 

12 61 THERE \"JERE 170,000 VIETTTAEESE At"1I.ff TROOPS. 

12 61 THE J\TUr·ffiER OF CIVIL GUARD TROOPS IN SOUTH VIET~'IAH HAD RISEN TO 60,000 . 

SS 



\ 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

120861 U. S . STATE DEPARTMETJT PUBLISHED A \~T}nTE PAPER THAT STATED TH.A.T SOUTH 
VIETNAM HAS THREl\'TENED BY CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER OF COWvJUiII-:IST CONQUEST . 

121Lr61 U. S . PRES . KE:NlJEDY PLEDGED I NCREASED AID TO SOUTH VIEI'NAH. 

122961 U. S . Al/JJ3ASSADOR TO VIEI'NAM vlITHDRD<T EARLIER OPPOSITION TO INCREASE IN 
VIETNAMESE FORCE LEVELS . 

063062 lvITCHIGAN STATE u~IVERSITY ADVISORY GROUP LEFT VIETNAl-1 . 
( 
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U. S . TRAINING OF THE VIETN.CI .. MESE Nl\TION..'\L AFJ'.1Y..L 
1'"§51i=" 19"59 -

A. Why did the U. S . undert.ake the training of AHVN? .............. 1 

B. HO'~T , 'laS the decis i on to organize and train Vietnamese forces 
t aken? . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . ... . .. . . .. 3 
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5. Recent U. S. experiences in Korea ........................... 15 
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F. H OI'l did the U. S . go about altering the state of the VNfJ.. ? .... .. 17 

G. Did U.S. assistance through 1960 result in creation of a 
South Vietnamese Army in the i m.age of the U. S . Army? ..... .. ... 24 
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U. S . TRI\.Il\TIl\TG OF THE VIETN..iU·TIESE l\TATIOHlI.L Am,IY..l. 
1954-1959 

A. \·n1Y did the U. S. undertake the training of ARVl,j? 

I 

Underlying the U. S. decision to train the ARVN \'Tere broad 
political objectives and beliefs reJ.ating to Asia, together i·lith 
narrOHer considerations relating to methods of achieving U. S. objec
t ives i n Southeast Asia . Both bToad and narrOi'T considerations had 
t heir origins in the post-Horld \Val' II chaos in Asia; both stemmed 
f rom the overall U.S. aim to deter or defeat communist aggression 
vTherever and Hhenever i t might occur ; and both becC'vme pillars of U. S . 
Indochina policy vTi th the fall of Mainland China to the communists 
i n 1949 . 

On the broader level , t he U. S . decision to train the Vietnamese 
armed forces ViaS v~ei'red as necessary to preserve the independence and 
'freedom of Vietnam south of the 17th parallel , an essential prerequisite 
to the containment of cO!JlJuunism . Containment--lately a :f-t.lIlction of 
SEATO as '\o1ell as .of the U. S. --I'Tas vieHed as essential to the preserva
tion of the Test of Southeast Asia from com..munist domination and control. 
Communist domination of the area ':Tas vie\-Ted as the outcome associated 
'l'Ti th the fall of Free Vietnam by the proponents of the domino theory, 
'l'Thich continued as a major influence on U. S. foreign policy throtlghout 
t he period exfl....mi.nec1 here . If In vie,'J of the importance of Vietnam to all 
of Southeast Asia , I am convinced that the United States should expend 
t he funds, materiel , anc1 effort required to strengthen the COtL0try and 
help it retain its independence, II reported. General J . La,'Tton Collins . 
III f the chances of snccess are difficult t o calculate , the results of 
a ivithdrm·ral of American aid are all too certain, not only in Vietnam, ' 
but throughout Southeast Asia . Such a vli thdraHal i'iOu..ld hasten the rate 
of commu..l1ist e.dvances in the Far East as a I-1hole and coul d result in 
t he l oss of Southeast Asia to cormnunism. In my opinion, the chance of 
success is not only 'Iwrth the ga.mble ; He ceXulot afford to let free Viet
nam go by default . II ]} 

On the narrOl·rer level, several considerations tended to urge 
an affirmative decision concerning a training role for the U. S.: 

1. 'I'hroughout t,he French-Indochina Hal', U. S . authorities 
continually urge d the French to create and tra ~ . n a Vietnam.e se l':a tion2.l 
Army . This meaSD.re 'I'Tas pressed not. only beca.use the U. S . believed it. 
t o be a necessary political gest.ure (evidence of the true independence 
of the Associated Stat8s ) , but also because U.S. eX"perts vie'lied it as 
a military mC8.sure vi tal to the successful prosecution of the ,'ra r . !!.I 
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2 . The U. S. vTas never satisfied Hi th French efforts concerning 
t he Vietnamese National Army and Has continua lly frustrated by apparent 
French reluctance to act on this score . Pdrticularly distUl'bing to 
U. S . officials I-lere French inaction concern'ing formation of the VNI\. 
i nto divisiona l ill1its , French training procedures, and French reluctance 
t o develop a Vietnamese officer corps : in short , acute frustration 
vTaS caused by French refusal to initiate changes U. S . officials believed , 
rightly or vrrongly , that the U. S . ,could and '\-Tould i nitiate if the U. S . 
",ere i n charge . 

3· The U. S . had the capability to train "native armies ," as 
demonstrated by Korean forces . Although U. S . pressure on the French 
culmina ted in a French visit to Korea to obs erve U. S. training methods 
and procedures , the French vrere most impressed I'Ti th the unsui tabili ty 
of Korean forces and the methods used to train them to the situation in 
I ndochina . ~ 

4. The U. S. had b een considering the idea of U. S. training of 
Vietnamese forces since early in the Indochina I-rar ; in fact, the U. S. 
had been asked as early as 1950 to participELte in a Vietnamese plan for 
a Vietnamese Na tional Army traj~ned and equipped by the U. S . '\dthout 
French participation . §./ The U. S. attitude '\<las ambivalent . As early 
as April 1952 the Service Secretaries suggested that the U. S. expand 
t he Indochina M.I\.AG to undertake training and equipping of a nationa l 
army should the French declare their intention to '\d thdravr from Indo
china ; JJ in January 1954 General Erskine suggested elevating MAAG 
t o t he status of a mission " to help in training. " §j On the other 
hand , although the theme of U. S . training of Vietnamese forces becarne 
i ncreaSingly prominent from early 1953 on, a high-level committee in 
Defense recommended against seeking direct American participation i n 
t raining i n Janua.ry of tha.t y ear , and the JCS agreed vTi th this recom
mendation, which stemmed fror:1 French opposition to any such rol e for 
t he U. S., rel atively higher F'rench qua lifications to train the local 
armies , and from the l anguage problem . 5t/ As the I'Tar neared its close, 
hOI-rever , C}H'1.M.G General 0 ' Daniel , in face of firm and consistent opposi
tion from the J:<'rench , pressed harder and harder for a direct American 
i nvol vement in the t raining of Vietnamese forces ; in May 195L~ General 
Ely, the French High Commander , apparently succumbed to O' Daniel ' s pressure 
t o agree to U. S. training of , and the positioning of U. S. advisors '\-lith , 
Vietnamese units . }!}j On 9 June 195}+ , Ely, through O' Daniel, requested 
t he U. S. to organize and supervise the training of Vietna.rnese divisions, 
and t o do t he same for all other Vietname se training . 'Q/ B'lJ this 
t ime , ho,lever , U. S . decisionma,kers believed 'that the " situ8,tion i n 
Vietnam has degenerated to point "There any C01Yillli tments at this time to 
send over U. S. instructors in near futUre might expose us to being 
faced Hi th situe. tion in ,·rhich it ,-TOulc1 be contrary to our interests to 
have to fulfill such commitments, II 'l!!J and they feared that , II It n~ay 
b e that i n effort to dra~'i U. S . into conflict vli thout having U. S . con
ditions on intervention met , French military may no\'1 seek U. S. training 
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i n advance of U. S. cormni tment to intervene I,Ti th o\"ln combat forces . ... 
We are resolved not to get dr.aim in to training program to r everse 
s i tuation training program has virtually no chance of succes s .... " D.I 
Although O ' r~niel repeatedly requested a reversal of this de cision, 
go i ng as far as to request his plea by passecJ on " to the highest authority" 
on 26 J1.me,"!:!2/ the denial stood to the end of the Indochina i'Tar . 

5. This prolonged involvement' vTith the problem of affording 
U. S . assistance in training of the Vietnamese National Army lost hardly 
any of the mome ntum given i t by General O' Daniel during the final days 
of t he Indochina war i n spite of the U. S. decision to stop all aid ship
ments to Indochina on 30 July 1954 and to reconsider the entire problem 
of U. S . actions relating to Indochina . "}2/ On 27 July , General 0 ' umiel 
again urged that the U. S., vii thout French int.erference, undertake a 
pri ority program for traininE!; the Vietnames e Army, and took steps to 
e:A,})and the authorized roster of HAAG persOlmel prior to the Geneva-imposed 
strength ceiling deadline of 11 Au€:',"Ust Hithout Hashington approval of the 
program. 16/ It is believed that this momentum, generated in Saigon and 
supported by the :"epartment of State, vTaS of itself of considerable 
importance in t h e actua l taking of the decision to organize and train 
Vietnamese forces. 

B. HOH Has the decision to 0:r:.ga.n1_2e and train Vi_etnam~_se fC?rces 
taken? 

Ambassador Heath and his superiors in the Department of State 
" st'rongly concurred" i"ith General O' Daniel ' s recommendation of 27 July 
t hat the U. S . undertake a priority p::cogra.m to train the Vietnamese Army . "!:..71 
The JCS , hOi-rever , recomnended that "before the United States aSS1.Unes 
r esponsibility for training the forces of any of the Associated States 
certain precond itions i'Tere four in numb er : "a reasonably strong, stable 
civil goverrnnent in control"; a request from each of the Associated States 
t hat the U. S . "assume responsibility for training their forces and pro·· 
v iding the military equipment , financial assistance, and politica l advice 
necessary to i nsure internal stability" ; arrangements \';i th the French 
"granting full independence to the Associated States and providing for 
t he phased orderly \V'ithdr'a\'Tal of French forces , French officials , and 
French advisors from Indochina"; and " the size and composition of the 
f orces . .. should be dicte.ted by the local military requirements and the 
over -all U. S . i nterests . " }j}j These recommendations ,'Tere transmitted 
by the Se cretary Ol~ Defense to the Se crete.ry of State by letter . lW 

I n response to this letter , Secretary Dulles indicated that 
Cambodia had already met the recorr.c"1lended conditions, and that although 
Vietnam had not yet done so, the U. S. should nonethele s s uXldertal\".e a 
t raining prOr;r8.!:G. since strengthening the army Has in fact prerequi site 
to stability ('I one of the most efficient means of ena,bJ.ing the Viet
namese Government to b ecor"e strong is to assist i t i n reorganizing the 
Nationa l Army and in trainins that Army . ") ?:Q/ Ali..hol.l.gh in approving 
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NSC 5429/2, "\-Thich provided for the maintenance of forc es in Indochina 
as necessary to assure the internal security of the area , the NSC had 
apparently decided the issue in f avor of the Secretary of State, the 
disagreement bebTeen State and Defense continued I·ri th an additional 
dispute concerning the level of forces to be maintained . In agreeing 
to t rain Cambodian forces, the JCS in effect reasserted their earlier 
position vis-a.-vis Vietnam: 

However , the Joint Chiefs of Staff note \-lith concern 
the unstable political situation presently existing I·r ithin 
the state of South Vietnam , B.nd accordingly consider that 
thi s is not a propitious time to further indic8.te United 
States i ntentions ,dth respect to the support and training 
of either the Vietnamese regular or police forces. Accord
ingly , the Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend against the 
assignment of a training mission to MAAG Sa igon. 3JJ 

In recolnmending force l evels for Vietnam, the JCS reiterated 
the above recoIi1 .. mendat ion and pointed out that the US MAAG ,'Tould be 
limited by the Geneva cease-fire agreement, that "the develop;nent ' of 
the proposed forces ... ,-rill r equire extensive and detailed training Hhich 
.. rill extend over a period of 3 to 5 years ," and that "in vieI'T of the 
uncertain capabilities of the :F'rench and Vi etnst...rnese to retri eve , r etain, 
and reorganize the dispersed forces of Vietna.m , it may be several years 
before an effective military force Hill exist. Therefore, U.S. military 
support to that area, including the training and equipping of for ces , 
should be accompl ished at 10H priority and not at the expense of other 
U.S. military programs and should not be penuitted to i mpair the develop-

'ment through MDA programs of effective and reliable forces elseuhere ." ?:!!J 
The JCS proposed Vietnamese forces of 18l~ , 000 ( 5 divisions of 

light infantry including one light e"rtillery battalion per di vision--
41,000 ; 12 regiments--24 ,000; gendarmerie--9,000 ; Headquarters, Service 
and Support forces--llO,OOO), a militia of 50,000, and a small air force 
and navy , and proposed that ":F'rench forces consisting of a minimu..rn of 
4 divisions ... should be r etained in this country until phased out by 
U. S. -trained Viet Nam ul1i ts ." ?J! 

The Secretary of State , still believing in the need for a U.S. 
tra ining mi ssion , disagreed I-THh the force l evels proposed by the JCS, 
considering them excessive to the r equirement of maintaining i nternai 
s ecurity as expressed in NSC 5429/ 2 . 24/ On 19 October the JCS argued 
that their force proposals Here j ustified by the ultimate objectives of 
the forces of Vietnam and r epeated their apI-osition , fro~n a military 
point of vie,';, to U. S. particip-:1tion in the training of Vietnamese forces . 
Their memorandum concludecl, hOi·rever , by providing the concession the 
Department of State must have so eagerly sought : 
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HOi'rever , if it is considered that political considera
tions are overriding, the Joint Chief's of' Staff I-!ould agree 
to the assigJ:l..ment of a training mission to MAAG , Saigon,. 
"lith safeguards against French interf'erence Hith the U.S. 
training m:.ssion . 21 

vlith this crack in the Defense position, the OCB recommended, 
and the NSC approved a limited and inte/rim training program for Vietnam. 
On 22 October a Joint State-Defense message Has dispe. .. tched to Saigon 
authorizing Ambassador Heath and General OIDaniel to "collaborate in 
setting in motion a crash pTogram designed to bTing about an improve-
ment in the loyalty and t.he effectiveness of' the Free Vietnmnese forces," ?fj 
and on 26 OctobeT the Secretary of Defense, in accordance \vi th the request 
of the President, instructed the JCS to pre:pe,Ye a "long-range progra,m 
for the Teorganization and training of the minimum numbeT of Free Viet
namese forces necessary fOT internal security ( paragraph 10d/l of NSC 
5429/2)." 27/ The decision, subject only to l'efinement, negotiation 
with the French, and reexamination in the light of redevelopments, had 
b een taken··-and had been taken l argely on the basis of an opening in 
the position of the Dep--:ntment of Defense .,-Thich, far fTom dealing ' .. lith 
the specific and reasonable objections to U.S. training of Vietnamese 
forc es, simply avoided those objections by making the concession on 
totally different grounds. ?:§) . 

The inlpact of the Yresidentls decision not to assist the French 
by bombing at Dien Bien Phu <md of his refusal to peTmi t the landing of 
a U.S . . force in the Hanoi-Haiphong area after the fall of Dien Bien Pnu 
as recommended by the Cha irman of the JCS also seems to have contributed 
to this concession. As reported by James Gavin, " ... there \-TaS a com
promise . He Hou1d not attack North Vietnam, but ive '-Tould support a South 
Vietnamese government that '-T~ vTou1d provide a stable, independent govern
ment that'Has representative of the people. As I said before, He sa", 
ourselve s as th\O good guys . The French had let us dOim, but i'Te \oTould 
continue the battle. Also, He in the Army Here so relieved that "le had 
blocked the decision to cortnnit ground troops to Vietnam that 've Here in 
no mood to quibble over the compromise." '?2/ 

The refinement of the decision to organize and train the national 
army, dealing vri th miss ions and force l evels , \'Tas completed by the JCS 
on 17 Novembe:c 1954; in an interesting change of pos ition (s ee note 28), 
the Joint Chiefs asserted that "MAAG Indochina is capable of furnishing 
training assistance to develop the inteTna1 security Army and ~Tavy forces, 
provided: a. A maxirnu.m portion of the HA.A.G military personnel is devoted 
to training; and b, The cooperation and collaboration of the French N..l\AG 
is secured. 1f E 

Negotiations i-rith the French '-Tere completed \'Then the agreed 
minute of undeystandins behreen General J. La'\'Tton Collins and General 
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Paul Ely of 13 December 1954 )..;as approved by the U. S. and, later; by 
the French governments. The agreement, vrhich provided for full autonomy 
for Vietnamese forces by 1 <July 1955 and for assumption by the US !,:A.A.G 
of full responsibj.lity for assisting the Govermnent of Vietnam in the 
org8,nizing and training of armed forces (under the general supervision 
of the French High Comrnander and ~Tith the help of French advisors), led 
to the assuJnption of this respons ibili t 'y by General 0' Daniel on 12 Febru
ary 1955. 

The reex8,mination of the decision, reported by the JCS on 21 Janu
ary 1955, suggested the,t "although national pol:Lcy prescribes making every 
possible effort to prevent South Vietnam from falling to the commUIlists, 
the degree to I'lhich the United States is "Tilling to support this policy 
in men, money, materials, and acceptance of C'vdc1itional l'Tar risks is not 
readily apparent," 8,nd urged tha,t: "Prior to consideration of military 
com'ses of action Hi th r espect to this area , a firm deci sion at national 
level as to implementation of U.S. policy in Southeast Asia is mandatory ." 
Although no such c' .ecision '-Tas forthcoming , and even this reexarr.ination of 
the decision to assist the Vietnamese did not choose one course of action 
over any other, it did ilnply by repeated honks on the dornino kJ..axon that 
U.S. assistance to Vietnam I'ras required. Hhen, a vleek later, General 
Collins expressecl in more positive terms this need, the ,.;ay "ras clear . 
for the NSC to endorse a strong U.S. policy in Vietnam, W confirming 
General 0' Daniel ' s takeover on February l2--but the extent to vrhich the 
U. S. vlaS prepared to support this policy (then or nm·, ) Has never made 
clea.r . 

C. Hhat ,.;as the threat to South Vietnam? .--

In addition to the more general considerations li..l1derlying the 
U. S. decision to train Vietnamese forces "las the specific consideration 
of the enemy threat to South Vietnam. As perceived during the time this 
deci sion l'Tas being taken, the threat consisted of three elements : t he 
di ssident sect forces in South Vietnam; the cOMnuni st forces in South 
Vietnam, don'iinated by the decision:makers in Hanoi; and the Vietnamese 
People's Army of North Vietnam. 

1. The sect forces, consisting of an estimated 10,000 Ce.O Dai, 
2,500Hoa Hao, and 2,600 Bien Xuyen forces, plus the urban police forces 
vlhich vlere at that time under the control of the Binh Xuyen, vrere in 
opposi tion to the fledgling Diem goverllJnent .:2!J li The politico-religious 
armed groups called the Cao Dai, Hoa Hao , and Binh Xuyen are anti 
communist in orientation, but feudalistic and regre ss ive in all other 
r espects . At present they have an effective veto pOI'ler (':-e r governrrlent 
action. This pm-ler they use to block refOrl!lS ,·rhich might threaten 
their preferred military, eco'nop.1i~) and poE tical status . They Hill 
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retain their pO"rer to threate"n and harass the goverTLment wltil the 
Nationa l Army is strong enough to neutralize their forces." 33/ 

The sects thus 'were regarded as an internal secu:dty 
threat--and more specifically as a threat to the Diem goverm..n.ent . By 
sone in Saigon they '..rere regarded as t he major internal threat. 34/ 
Long subsidized by the French as their p3.rtners in the Indochina Hal', 
and faced Hi th the end of French financial assistance, me,jor elements 
of the sect forces ,'rere integrated into the Vietnamese l':at i onal Army; 
other elements, including the Hoa Hao forces of Ba Cut, lv-ere fragmented 
and. reduced to lO'\'T-leve l dissidence by goverTL1!lent forces, according to 
contemporary inteU_igence estimates , by 1956 .;Q/ There is some evi
dence that these fragmented. groups ,·rere penetrated by the corrml1.mists, 
hOl'rever , and that they Here used by the COIfilllUIlists throughout the period. 
In this role the sects r epresented a continuing, if 10l{-level, insurgent 
threat as an element in the overall internal security problem not 
qualitat ively different fromthatrepre cnted by the communists them
selves . . 

2. The Viet ·Min..11 Residue in South Vietnmll ",as generally 
regarded as the instrwnent ,'rith vrllich "the Commwlists " ,,[ou1d pursue 
their "objective of securing control of all Indochina .";fi/ Contem-
porary (195)+) intelligence reports indicated the belief that 

.. . the Viet Minh vrill seek to retain sizeable military 
and politica l assets in South Vietnam . Although the jJjenevi/ 
agreements provide for the removal to the north of all Viet 
Minh forces, many of the regule,r and irregular Viet Minh 
soldiers nOH in the south are natives of the area, and large 
numbers of them "\-,ill probably cache their arms and 'remain in 
South Vietnam . In addition, Viet Minh administrative cadres 
have been in firm control of several large areas in Central 
and South Vietnam for several years. These ce,dres will 
probably remain in place. . .. YI.I 

Later reports confirmed this statement and continued to des cribe the 
situation as "precarious ." ]§} 

Estimates during the period of r elevance 'vlere consistent 
on the i ssue of control of the Viet Minh movement in the South: They 
did not question unity of purpo se among the co.mr.nmists of the north 
and south (or, for th2,t matter , among the members of the COITJ1'.Uni.st 
bloc); they did continue to assert or infer th8,t the Viet filinh in the 
south ,',ere under the control of the Viet Hinh in the north. :!1/ 

Viet Min_11 force' levels in the south Here vCl,riously esti
rnated by the U. S. during this period but never exceeded 10,000 ; GVN 
estimate$, "lhich tended to include all organized dissic1ents , \'Tere con
sistently 10\Ter than the U. S. e.stirna,t es , never exceeding 8,000. Of 
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t hese estimated dissidents, no more than some 2, 000 "lere considered !lactive lt 

by any available official estimate in the period 1954-1960 . These forces 
'Here consistently estimated to be augmented by political and administra
t i ve cadre; 40/ . their modus operandi \'las s,=en as subversion and small
scale guerrilla operation . 

I 

Thus the main i nternal threat to South Vietnam I-las vie"Te d 
t hroughout the period as Hanoi - controlled subversion a,nd small -scale 
guerrill a operations carried our primarily by military and political 
cadre of the Viet l',1inh. 

3. The Vietnar1ese People I S Arl!:..y" It continued evolution lt into a 
r egular military force during the last year of the French-Indochina '\'Tar, ~ 
and in the period during Hhich the U,S . '\'las deciding to assume responsi ·. 
bility for organizing and training the South Vietna,mese army the VPA l'laS 

judged to be i ncreasing its already formidable capabilities . 42/ In April 
1955, th~ l'egular VPA , " reorganized and strengthened since Geneva, II I'lcoS 
e stima ted to have incr'eased in numbers to 240 ,000 ( iargely at the expense 
of the r egional forces of 37,000 and the popular forces of 75 ,000 ) and to 
have been organized into 10 infantry divisions, 2 artillery divisions , 
1 AM groupment , and 25 independent infantry r egiments . 43/ Throughout 
t he period 1954-1960 the VPA grei'l sloi·rly and ",as consistently estimated 
t o have the capability of defeating both French and Vietnamese forces 
"Tere VPA forces to undertake an i nvasion of South Vietnam . It I·lc.S gener
a l ly assumed that these forces ",ould be backed by Commu.'r1ist Chinese forces , 
if such backing proved necessary . 

Just as consistent as the high estimates of VPA capabi l ities 
were the estimates of t he VPA ' s i ntentions : t he communists , although 
continuing to pursue their goal of controlling all of Indochina, "Tould 
""lithout violating the armistice to the extent of l au.'r1ching c.n armed 
invasion to the south or VTest , pursue their obj ecti ve by "po~~ tical , . 
~chological , and -paramilitary mee,ns . 11 W In the fall of 1954 it ioTaS 
r eported that li the Viet t·Iinh probably nOH feels that it can achieve 
control over all Vi etnam vrithout initiating large-scal e ,<[arfare . Accord
i ngly , 'l'-re believe that the Comnnmists ,vill exert every effort to accomplish 
t heir objectives through means short of I'lar .... If, on the other hand , 
South Vietna.m shoul d appear to be gaining in strength or i f elections 
"Tere postponed over COnlrn.unist obj ections , the Cornmunists probably '\'lould 
s tep up their subversive and guerrilla activities in the South and if 
necessary '\'Tould infiltrate additional al'wed forces in an effort to gain 
control over the al'ea. HOI'lever , vle believe that. they "lould unlikely 
openly to invade South Vietnam at lee.st p:ciol' to July 1954 .... " !321 

The theme of political, psychological, and p2,ramilitary 
operations as the COIllL'lunist method of securing its objectives '\'Tas stressed 
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i n all available estimates throuGhout the years 1951.f-1960 . No U. S . 
estimate that it \'las . likely the VPA .. Tould overtly inve.de South Vietnam 

. during that period has been found; on the cont1'ary, in spite of i nsistence 
by Diem that invasion by the DIN Has a serious possibility, ¥iJ U.S, 
estimates continued to stress that such an i nvasion I'Tas unlikely . In 
the \'lOrds of the joint Chiefs of Staff, engaged in the business of deter
mining U. S. policy in the event of ag8l~ess ion in Vietnam, " the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff are of the opinion that at this tllle the major threat 
to South Vietnam continues to be that of subversion .... " 47/ 

In a some'\'iha;c l ater period it 'das stated that "The North 
Vietnamese Army is aln:ost tl-rice the size of the South Viet~aY!lese Army . 
The threat posed by the large northern forces has put constant psycho-
l ogical pressure on the GVN ." 1.f8J In vie'\', of the nature of the U. S. 
response to the combined .threat posed by the sects, the Viet Minh in 
Soutb Vietnam , and the VP../I. as reflected in the missions assigned the 
forces of South Vietnam, it '\'lOuld appear that this "constant psycho
logica.l pressure" had telling effects on U. S. as \'Tell as GVN policymakers. 
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D. "Hhat vTaS the mission of Vietnamese for ces? 

The mission initially' envisioned for the forces of Free Vietnam 
by the principal C',dvocate of a U.8 0 role in organizing and tra.in ing 
those forces, the Secret2,ry of Stc:.te, I'TaS sim,Dly tha t of providing 8.11(1 

maintaining security \'i ithin the borders of their countl'y, lf9/ and it 
vTaS on this basis that the decision to assume res:9onsioilit~r for the 
organization a.nd training of the Vietn8Jo.ese National ArmY Yl8.S t s};:en. 
This single mission concept yTaS in dis:,")ute, hOl,'ever, oefore, during, 8.nC~. 

a:rter its prOn01.U1Cement; the j-oint Chiefs of Staff , in an <tttempt logi
cally to trace through the i.;eo of U. So commitments ,-[Oven 18.1'gely by the 
Secretary of State, yTere on the record in op:?osition to it; '221 8_nd, in 
fa.ct, by early 1956 a t"/iO-- or thr ee -fold mission for SOUt~1 Vietncmese 
forces \{as considel"ed more or less esteblished by the Chiefs end by 
others more directly concerned with the organization end training of the 
Vietr:aro.ese forces 0 2JJ 

The evolution of the mission of the Vietnaro.ese forces from that 
of maint 1C ining internel security to ( a ) maintaining internal security; 
(b) resisting external aggression ; and ( c ) contributing to i"egiona l 
defense \OTi th other nOl1-Comrm.L"r1ist countries yiaS affected cri tic211y by 
five factors: th e state of U. S. strategic military policy in the mid-·1950 r s; 
the nature of SENre and of U. S. viei';s concerning fulfillrnent of its com--
wi tments under tha t treaty; t he YTithdrmTa l of the French Expedi tion2.ry 
Corps; pressures exerted by the Diem government'; a."r1c1 recent U.S. exper i--
ences in Korea. . 

1. U.S. strategic military ~olicy in the mid-1950's, as has 
been well documented;-~7as -both complex and confused , e.nd confusion 
o-"er the issue of massive retaliation versus local defense I{as pi3,rticu~2,_r

ly intenseo The JCS -- among other s -- \Tere u,,'1able ever to r esolve the 
dilemma posed by U. S. policy in this regard YTith respect to t~'le defense of 
Southeast Asiao 

The JCS had contended, first, that "from the point of "iei'! of t he 
United States, i'li th reference to the Fey. East 2"S8 YThole, Indochina is 
devoid of decisive DresUDl;::,.bly ne.rrOldy define:;} military obj ectives II 2J} 
ylhen considering U. S . intervention in the Indochina l'reT, and that the m2.in 
t arget of U. S. air and naval forces should be the source of the aggression 
(i. e., China ). But they also contended both during and after the Indochina, 
"laT thet 2,tomic 1'7ea"00nS should be used T,-Ti thin Vietnam in the local de:ense 

~ ---
of that country -- and that if permission to u se such wea:?ons "Here denied 
(a s:pectre ,-;hich appeared constant ly t:) h2.unt t~e Chiefs), U. 8 . force 
requir ements and t he time r equired. to achieve victory I-Tould soaT . !.J/, ~~ 
Fine-,lly, after the French defeat, the Chiefs aY'guec1 th2,t 8 groUDd de:ense 
aga inst aggression from Forth VietnelTl by Sout:l ifietn2.nese for ces 1i!ould be 
necessary to provide time for the U.S. to intervene uith gro1.md. forc es , 
again using atomic ,'leapons for loca l de :Cense . ~_!/ .----------.-
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Thus, althougi1 U. S. defense policy in the mid-1950 ',S call ed for 
main but not sole reliance on nuclear vleapone, and on use of massive re
taliatory pev.'er in response to· acts deemed hostile to the interests of 
the. United states ; definition of and ple.nninG for use of such ' veapons , 
i n retali.ation or othenrise, "'Tere so ambir;uous, and the concepts them
selves so '\JJlclear that , parcicula.rly ",hE:ll applied to speci fic remote 
local defens e situations , the ir value as guidance ,vas virtuEtlly niL 

I 
2 . The nature of SEATO, and of U. S. vieI-Ts concerning fulfillment 

of its obligations under tlle Si;\TO treaty , necessarily reflected the con
fusion i n oVcra},l U. S. defense policy and planning . Added to this general 
problem "Tas the more speci::'ic matter of matching U. S. reS0u:cc es to the 
"Torld,vide corami tments , incluo.ing SEATO, that had been aSSllr.led since the 
end of Horld \'12.1' II. Thus the Joint Chiefs stat ed that !lU. S. corruni t me.nts 
to Formosa , Japan and Korea, ,·,hich nations h ave been excluded from the 
ffiEAT21 tre aty , make it iJaperative that the United SteJ;es not be restricted 
by force cormnitments in the su-oject treaty area; '2..6j to these conrm,itments 
must be added the numberous U. S . obligations outside Asia . 

, As is 'vell-YillOlm, the. SEATO treaty , pressured into existence by 
the United states and intended to deter overt aggression by China or other 
Commu.nist nations , relied hccc\"ily in concept on the military pe.rticipation 
of the U.S. Faced with the nl2.gnitude of U.S. commitments , particularly 
i n relation to the ca:;>abilities of the defense establisbJnent, and con
t inually confronted. by the considerations and requirements of general vw.r, 
t he JCS sought a "ray in vlhich U 0 S. SEATO obligat ions might be carried out : 

5. ao Continued develoDment of comba.t effective indigenous 
forces, -vlith their structur~ and t:caining mutue.lly coordinated 
t o develop local lead.ership and prestige, and -I'lith improved 
c apabilities to create a c.ohesive fighting force through inte
gration of their operat ions ,'lith adjacent indigenous forces and 
with support by operations of forces of other I·lanila Pact 
members 0 

b o Readiness to retaliate promptly ,vi th attacks" by the 
most effective combination of U. S. armed f9rc es against the mil'i 
t ary pOl·rer of the aggressor . 

c. EnccJ1.ll' agement of other Jv;"a.l1ila Pact countries to main
tain forces in readiness to counter aggressiono 

d. Discussion , in genere.l t erms , of ll...l1ilateral milit2.ry 
plans by the l-iili t sry Represent atives to the Council to the e.x-tent 
neces sary to insure maxim.um participa.tion a.nd cooperation by other 
member nations but not to the extent that U.S. strategic pl2.l1s or 
the availability- of U.S . forces for implement ing such plans might 
be revea l edo 
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e. Periodic visits by UeS. forces into the area as 
demonstra tions of intent, and for joint and combined training 
exercises . 

. f. Availability of a:ppropriate mechanism for the 
emplo~nent of U.S. forces in support of friendly indigenous 
forces in support of friendly·indigenous forces in the general 
area. 

6. The concept of prompt retaliatory attacks does not 
envisage attacks on targets vli tbin the aggressor country other 
tha.'1 on military targets involved in the direct SUP:90rt of t~e 
aggressor action. If author:i.zed, atomic \>leapons \.;Quld be used, 
even in a local situat ion, if such u se 'Hill bring the aggression 
to a sHift and positive cessation , and if, on a balance of 
political and military consideration, such use Hill best advance 
U. S. security interests. Under the alterndive assum})tion tha t 
authority to use atomic I'leapons c annot be assured , the above 
concept \wuld noi;. l~equire change , but this assumption '.'TOuld 'not 
permit the most effective employment of U,S. armed forc es , and 
consequently might require greater forces thEill the U.S. would 
be justified in providing from the over-all point of viev. 57/ ' 

---,- -
The clear intent of this concept -- in accordance \-rith SEATO 

. obj ectives -- is deterrence of and response to overt aggression ag2.inst 
South Vietnem, among other countries; in vie\-J of limited U.S. resoUl'c: es , 
and of the recognition of this problem in NSC l62/2'\'Jhich "envisages 
reliance on indigenous ground forces to the maximtnn e~ct;ent possible, II 58/ 
and in vievT of the psychologicc:. l pressure generated by the po",erful VPA, 
the logical consequence of assignment of th.e mission lito countery ex
t ernal aggression" to local South Vietnamese fOl'ces is virtually nne,vo id
able. Therefore, the JCS stated their vie'.'; -- a..Dd held to it throughout 
the period 1954-1960 -- "that the ultima:c e obj ectives of the military 
forces of the Associated states should be: 

VIETNfJ·1 -- to attain and maintain internal security and to 
deter Viet l·linh aggression by a limited defense of the Geneya 
Armistice demarcation line. 5~/ 

Although it vas not until the publication of ESC 5612/1 in mid-
1956 that approved U. S. policy recognized this mission by stating that 
the U.S. should " assist Free VietnaJn to build up indigenous' armed forces , 
including independ~nt logistica l 2nd adrninistrative services, Hhich 'dill 
be capable of assLU'ing interna.l secul'ity and of providing limited initial 
resistance to att ack by the Viet l.iinh , II 601 UJ10fficie.l U. S . policy, from 
the JCS in Hashington through the j··:Il'-Y.G iri -Vietnen, tIl held set in T"!otion 
progr e.ms "hich im:plicitly assigned a mission of limited. initial resistance 
to Vi etnamese forces ',,;hicn attempted to be bot :1 r espons ive to SEATO re
quirements aDd cognizant of, U, S . resource limi t2.tions. 
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3. The French Expeditionary Corps, vrith a force of 176,000 
men in October 1954 , figured heavily in U. S.-French plans for the 
defense of South Vietn21n. In effect, the FEC l-raS planned to be the 
shie ld b ehind vThich training of the VNA could be conc.ucted, free of 
ma jor concern over a Viet Minh attack across the 17th parall el. 
UnfortUl1ate from the point of view of these pl.a.ns vrere the ma j or policy 
di sputes t hat plagued - - a.nd finally did in -- j oint U. S. - French acti -
v:i.ties i n Vietnam. . 

Dominant aJuong U. S . -F-.cench disagreements 'Here the French reluc
t ance t o support the Di em Government and the apparent French attitude of 
conciliation tm·rard t he Coymnuni sts i n both :North and South Vietnam de~)encls 
at a min:iJnum on an early a.'1d convincing demonstration by the French of 
their "lholehearted support. " 62/ It "las particul8.Tly frustrating not 
only t hat no such lIvrholehearted support II "ras forthcoming but also that 
considerable evidence tended to S1.1.,Dport t he belief the.t the French ,vere 
actively ette.mpting t o oVerthrOl" Diem during the period they reme.ined in 
Vie t nwn . 63/ . . 

.. French reluctance to SUP1)Ort Diem - - or, as the U. S . estimated , 
"any nationalist government " !i}!j- -- 1vas consist ent~dith tbeir attitude 
tOlvard Comnl1.Ll1ist North Vietn8.l11. Although Generals Collins a.l1d Ely 
e~ljoyed a cordial relationsbip of mutual trust, t here i s considerable 
evidence that Ely "Tas , in a sense, the victiJn of both his super iors in 
the French Goverri.ment and of his subordinates i n VietnBIIl. Thus ,·rhile 
Collins almost never expressed doubts regarding Ely 's statements t o him 
( and never of his i ntegrity), French politics both high- ?nci. 10~'T -level , 
"rere particular ly intense and se emed to be dir ected toward :preservation 
of French commerc ial and cultural i nfluence in both l:orth and South 
Vietnam. The high-leve l French mission to Hanoi , the Saintenay I.fis s ion, 
' vas in parti.cular r~g2<rded as evidence of French duplicity , although 
General Ely , in his memoirs , denies such duplicity . §.2/ SuslJect ed French 
assi st ance to the sect forces opposing the Di em Government and French 
activities Hithin t he j oint U.S.-French Training Relations Instruction 
His sion ,vere also consistent ,·rith the policy of preserva tion of French 
interests. 

For some t ~Je U.S. poli cflll~~ers had b een thi~ling seriously 
about going it alone in Vi etnam vTithout the French . Hhen at the \'l as~ing
ton CO!1ference in Se2)t ember 1951.f , the French delege.t es discus sed their 
int entions to cut t he FEC t o 100,000 by t he end of 1955 and asked for 
$330 million in U.S. support for t he FEC at that level , the r eaction 
among U. S.· decision makers "liaS negative . On November 5 it "I{as dec ided 
tha t on balance the U. S. "TQuld probably fare better in Viet.n2lli vTi thout 
the French, and it \·ras tentatively a.greed tYl3.t the U. S. should not. con
tinue its support t hat. had been requested , but should lirn:i. t the contri 
bution to $100 million . In their vie"l'r a completE: \{ithdrcJ.\·ral of the FEe 
in 15'55 Ylould create a vacuum that only the Viet }.jinh could fill, for the 
VNA "70uJ.d rem2.in incapable of coping even ,-Ii th Vi et llinh irr egular forces 
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for at least that period. furthermore, Fr ench cooperation lvaS essential 
to the success of any u.S. project in Vietnam, and a decision to grant 
any support for the FEC l{Quld jeopardize French cooperation. §j) 

Although Heath and Collins prevailed ,md $100 million ,Ias 
allocated to support the FEC during 1955, the Fren.ch \OTere informed_ tha t 
no further assista,nce could be e:zpected beyond tha t t:irae . t7/ l'he French 
responded by making it clear that a drastic reduction of tne FEC ,'ms in 
the offing -- to a level of LrO ,oOo by th~ end of 1955, and the F8reign 
Office emphas iz.ec1 theut although this action Has based entirely on monetary 
considera.tions there .. {as also much sentiment in France for transferring 
the FEC to North Africa. In Vietnam, it "\Vas stated) French troops ',{ere 
serving the interests of the Free Horld; if the Free HO:r.'ld loJQuld not p ay 
their costs , then they should be sent to North Africa , ,{here they \o!ould 
be serving the interests of France and the French Union. fB/ 

Pressures applied by Diem also influenced thl':: French exodus . 
Making no secret of his Franco-phobia, DieJu asked the French to ,vithdrmT 
the }'EC as early as September 1954 , and in Jvl e1..rch 1955 Premier Faure 
announced that France ,'Tould vi thdrav; the FEC at the clemand of the Viet
namese Gove:cmnent. By October 1955, the FEC had been reduced to 
45,000; §3/ by February 1956 only 15,000 rema ined; 19....:' and on April 1, 
1956 the remnants of the FEe left Saigon) leaving only small Air Force 
a.l1d Na,vy training missions behind. 

With the dissolution of the French dissolution of the French 
high .corrrrnand on April 23, only the vr.;A W2,S left to carry out the mission 
of guarding South Vietn2Jll ag2,inst aggre ss ion from the north) a mission 
'which the French had been expected to perform. 

4. The pressures exert ed by the Diem Government on the U. S. 
regarding the V-ietn2.Iaese- National fumy vTere -consistently in favor of 
l arger forces than the U. S. vms 1rlilling to support 71/ and in the criti
c a lly formative .years of 1954 and 1955 I'Tere orientedtm'TDTcJ. regular 
forc es organized to comb c-ct an invasion from the north as \"Tell as to pro
vide interna l security. J-1F t as Diem h ad felt the FEe should be deployed 
along the 17"th parallel, l?i he believed tha.t the Vl';A should be ma.l1ned 
and organized in such 2. ...... ray as to cOl..mter any such invasion, although 
"from the earliest days senior Vietnamese officers, including General I'linh) 
argued for the creation of an effective grass --roots security organiz2,tion 
in the countryside. They kne'" hOI, the var had been fought and lost. Diem 
at first ha.d no idea. Whilethe Viet t·l irLh t actics I·rere changing from 
attrition to annihilation , Diem 'dES abroa,d . He returned ".Ii th the opinion 
th2,t aircraft and nave',l craft I·Tere the essentic,ls and that even infantry 
'VJere no necess2..ry . ·La t er he developed em att2crun.ent t8 artillery .. 0 < By 
the time he came round to acce]ting the advice of his O'.m generals) the 
United States had emba.rl:ed on its rp jor plans for major reorgLnization) 
and the parmnilitary forc es , 1,·!hich Diem had cr ea_ted in a half-·hearted uay) 
,·rere wither i ng on the vine." 73/ 
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5. Recent U.S . eXDeriences in l(orea Here of tvo kinds : a tre
mendous effort. to counter an ip.vasion by a l arge Connnunist conventional 
army across a par~llei of l atitude vlith a l arge conventional e.rmy com
posed primarily of U. S. and U. S. -tra ined "native" troops; and an anti
guerrilla effort so miniscule as to be accorded to U. Se forces ~nd less 
t han half a short p a.:cagr8,ph in General f,Iatthe\T B. RidgI'Jay ' s 291-I)age bool\. 
on the Korean war • 

• • • So i t seemed a good time 5n November 195]] to take care 
of a persistent annoyance - - the existence of large bands of 
guerrillas in South Korea, p&.rticularly in the mountainous areas 
northHest of Chinju, vlDere they had taken refuge after the Com
munist retreat . Van Fleet assigned . Lieutenant Gener a l Paik Sun 
Yup, \dth hro ROK divisions , to Operation Rr\TKILIER , designed to 
rid us of this potentially dangerous threat. By the end of 
Januar;y 1952 , nearly 20,000 freefooters -- bandits 8nd organized 
guerrillas -- had been killed or captured and the irritation vTaS 

ended for good . 7~! ~ 
~;' 

I n v iel-! of the Korean ' experience , not yet tvo years old at the time of 
QI Daniel ' s assumption of responsibility and training of the VietnaJUe se 
National Army , it is hardly surprising t hat the mission .of defense , 
hOl-lever limited , of the 17th par2.11el l-las envisione d for these Viet 
namese forces to complement the more liJnited mission of achievj.ng and 
maintaining int'ernal~ security . Nor perhaps is it s1..ll'prising thd this 
mission crone to dominate the organi zation and training of the vr.~A . 

Ivhile the U. S. l-las still in the process of taking the decision 
t o assume res?onsibility for orga...niz ing anc1 tr a in:Lng the Vietn~e se c.nny, 
NIE- 63··7-5)+ reported on the condition of that arr:1Y . Related docUlnents 
give no reason to suspect the accuracy of this estimate or to believe 
t he estiJnate overstates the magnitude. of the t asks the U. S. "JEW about to 
undert ~'k:e : 

23 . The Vietnamese National Army has an estimsted strength 
of 170 , 000 re£;ulaxs wd 10 , 000 aux:LliC'...ries . Naval a.nd a:Lr 
strength is n egl:Lgible . The regulars include 5 infantry regi
ments and 152 combat battalions, of Hhi.ch 69 axe infantry , 61 
light infantry, 8 guard, 5 airborne infantry , 8 artillery , and 
one armored reconna iSS8.DCe. ~.'he regroupment necessitated by 
the Geneva Agreements has forced many LLnits to leave their hODe 
provinces for 'the fir st tir(1e, resulting in a considerable l11.1I:l":Jer 
of desertions since 1 June ( up to 25 pe}:cent of the t ot a l army 
strength ) . Some e.ux:Lliaries and other semil'J.ili ts.ry forces ere 
bein£; deTIobilized , l-1i th the exception of' the 2.YTled :f.'orces of 
the South Vietncmese sects and certain gU8Td and militia eleT:lents. 
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The Vietnamese General Staff has become so involved in political 
affairs that it has n eglec t ed the required planning of an ' ao.e
quate internal security progre.l!l. This neglect has fost ered a 
spirit of insubordincction' and irresponsibility throughout the 
army. The army in some instances has been ince:Dable of execut
ing occupation c31d p ac ification OPerations in e.~'eas formerly 
under Viet Idrih control. Almost all uDit s , particularly those 
from North Vietnam , require a' period of intensive training 2...11c1 
reorganization to bring them up to strength anQ improve their 
effectiveness. 

21~, Advisory and training c,id is provided by c:.pproximc.tely 
if , 800 French officers and NCO I S currently serving in the French 
Mi1:i:tary Y·;ission to Vietnam. This mission is to be increased to 
6 ,000 by the end of 195Lf . These individuals serve in command, 
staff , a.l'ld 8.c1visory roles on the Vietnamese General Staff in the 
territorial command structure, and in training establisb .. ments. 

,About 20 percent of Vietnamese infantry units and 50 percent of 
support and technical units are cadred at least p8.rtially by the 
French. The array is still under French oper2.tional control and 
continues to be comDletelv deDendent on the French for logistic 

.~ ~ £ -

support. 

25 . A ma jor reason for the ineffectiveness of the Vietn2Jne se 
Hational .A:r,rny is its lack of adequately t rained officers. Only 
about one percent have r eceived tra,ining roughly equivalent to 
t hat of a US army officer of field gre.de and virtually none has 
'a comparable background of staff and commend experjence . Very 
fe"'T of the Vietnmnes e officers HouJ.d be competent even in 
assignments justified by their training and experience , and 
even fe'Vier are capable of an adequate performsnce at t he higher 
positions of responsibility which they n01t1 hO::.d . Their back
ground is one of subordination to French cOnI.!J!e.nd , and they are 
i nclined to rely heavily on French advisers even 11hen given 
positions of authority and respons ibility. 

26. The other serious deficiencies in the South Vietnamese 
national forc es , ineffe ctive organiz8.tion and training e.nd 
absence of l ogistics and teclmical services , are related to the 
l ack of leadership and stem from the same bas ic cause , i. e., 
French failure to train and develop qua.Hfied. leaders. This 
situation can be resolved only over c. period of tine and only 
i f an intensive progr81Il for the progressive development of an 
effective officer corps is soon initiated . 

28. He have little inf"orl:l2.t ion on the strength 2...l'ld status 
of othe::c s6il i -mili tary and police forc;:es ...• 

29. south Vietn2...r:l ' s mobili~able f.le.npm·ler pool is estimated 
at 1,500,000 physically fit, milital'y-age illcd.es , of 'dhich about 
20 percent aye no\{ uncier arms. Al1 arldi tional 10 Percent could 
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probably be mobilized \dthout initially curt.ailing essential 
economic activities. The Vietnamese Government \wuld be 
almost entirely de)endent· upon foreign aid to sUIrport such a 
force. 

30. The Diem Government :pro~)oses to expand the ani'V to 
200,000 by the end of 1954, and to 225,000 by the end of 1955. 
By the l atter date , the a.rray \'TQuld include 10 divisions p1us 
60 t erritorial batta.lions . The cost of maintB.ining these forces 
through 1955 has been estim2.ted at about $l~50 , 000,000 of \ihich 
almost al1'\wuld hEwe t o be furnished by externa,l assistance. 
The French have .supported this proposal as being required .... 
A propo sal for develoTJillent of a N2_tional Guard under the r.Ii"nistry 
of the Interior has b~en postponed pending the outcome of French
Vietncunese -United st ates discussions, 

31. On the other hand , the United States i s considering 
the reduction of the Vietn21"1ese army to about 80,000, i ncluding 
3 combat light divi sions . These reduced forces "Tould have pri 
marily an i nternal secLU'ity mission . Age5nst a l arge -- scale Viet 
Minh invasion, they ,Tould serve only as a delaying force, Co st 
o f maintaining the forces at the reduced levels has been tenta
tively estimated at 2_bout $200 ,000 , 000 per yeu . This estiflated 
cost is in a,ddi tion to financial , economic , alld military support 
funds, \<Thieh might total $150,000 ,000 per year . 75/ 

. Thus a listing of nroblems and deficiencies tel be dealt \·.'i th \·rould 
contain at least the follOl'iing : force size ; force structure; disengage
ment of general staff from political affa irs; plannine; of an interna.l 
s ecurity program; p l anning of a delaying str ategy to counter invasion 
from the north ; correction of a spirit of i,nsnbordine.tion and irresponsi 
bili ty; replac ing French cadre ; developing a self-reliB,nt offi.cel' corps ; 
devel oping a.n. i nde)endent logistics capability; developing adequate 
t eclmical services; development of training system CL'1cL program; learning 
about ,md coping with t he problems of seJni-military and police forces; 
r esolving the probJ.em of the National Guard . 

\'lith the JCS-recoID.mended force levels for Indochina fonmrcied. t o 
Secretary of Defense on 22 November 1951~ , the up:?er bound of the r eg~lar 
Vietnamese army force goals vtas established at 18)+ ,000; 76/ t he t eking 
into account of the objections of Secret2.ry of State, 'HhoregE.rded this 
force level as " excessive" to the mission of establisi'ling and maintain 
i ng internal security , 77/ set.the 10ller-bound Goal o~ 2_pproxlit'.&.t ely 
88,000. The earliest U-:-S . actions t Ol'''E',yd the YE4. \·:ere devoted to reduc 
i ng- t he VI\~A to this Imrer level vThile r eorg2..nizing the :;:orces in order 
to recti fy as many as possible of <the problems listed 2,Dove . 
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Although at this stage ?,lAA.G ,vas charged solely ",ith the task of 
assisting the Vietn3.1UeSe to develop a force capable of establishing 
and maintaining internal sec1.U'.ity, the second mission of limited resis
tance to an onslaught Iram the north vias reflected in General Collins' 
recomJ!lcndations of 15 l~ovem'oer. In reCOmj11encling a force level of some 
88,000 , General Collins indica.ted his belief t.hat divisional corobC::.t 
elements should be included in the force structure to assist tne FEC 
to absorb the shock of inva sion i{ hostilities .Tere renei'led as 1,1ell as, 
if called upon , to reinforce the securit'y troops in pacification activi
ties. General Collins also contended that to reduce the VrTA by half 
"Tithout at the same time providing forces organized for combat rather 
than merely for security duty ,,,as certain to have a b2.1 effect on Viet-· 
n a.mese morale. 78/ 

--' 
Accordingly, General Colliro.s recommended thB.t the U. S. support a 

small, ,·rell-balanced force including 13 security regi.Tl!.ents and a.n air 
borne RCT fOT i nternal security pur90ses a.nd a t b~ee-field-division 
force to delay any Communist invasion until external assistance from 
the Ha.nila pm'JeTS could arrive. A small navy and c'.ir force Here recom
mended to complete;the Vietn23nese defense est8,blis:-JIIlent. 1.9./ 

On 17 November the JCS approved Collins ' r ecorrLl1lenc..at i ons , eJnI)ha
sizing, ho,,,ever~ that this progra..rn "does not provide c..!.equate security 
for the Associeted states agains t external aggression after the with
d.r a1<Jal of the French forces. \-lith the Vi et Hi:nh inc·rea.sing the size 
and effectiveness of their forces and v;ith no force ' in being COIrunitted 
to mlitu2.1 defense UDder the Southeast As i a Collective Defense Trec1,ty, 
the above l ong-range progr2Jll Kould be insuffi.cient to p~'ovide more tha n 
lhnited initial resist2~Dce to an organized military ass8,ult by the Viet 
lviinh. II 80/ In his re'~)ort of 20 January, Collins expanded on this recom
mended force structure: a structure "based on the concept tha t a rela- . 
tively small force, properly trained, equipped and led ca.n perform the 
above missions more effectively and 2.t les s cost than a larger force 
which \'Tould be disflroportionate to the economic and mcu,-:pm{er ca:pacities 
of the country. if 8l/ 

--' 

The · task of assuring' the.t VietD2mese forces "Tere properly t rained , 
equipped, a.nd l ed fell initially to the Training Re12.tions Instruction 
Mission ( TRIM), a joint U. S. -French enterprise under USI::AAG Chief 
O'Dan i eL Althougn the Collins-Ely ninute of understanding did not go 
into effect until 12 February 1955, O'Daniel had begun to i.rnpl~lient 
that ' agreement in 1954 by organizing THIM, I·Thich consisted of all ?rench 
and U. S. advisory B.nd training personnel as Hell as }'rench cadres ",ith 
Vietnamese units, for this pur:.oose . §]) Durirfg 1955, T2If1 occu:pied 
itself ,.;it~'l organizing a militaxy schoo l system, setting up prograJ!ls 
for training o"<'ticers and specialists in the U. S. and other c01.mtries, 
and reducing the langue.ge barrier. J.iuch tim.e and thought Hent into 
planning for reorga'1izing and training the 2.rmy on a divisional r ather 
them a battalion basis, bu~ TRIl,! accom:plished little in this 2."ea during 
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1955 because of the continued emI)loYlnent of the VNA against the sects 
and because of the French pha.seout , ,·lhich IoTas "Tell unden-ray during that 
year. §]I . 

The continuing conflict \'!ith sect forces, the reduction and even
tual ,·r ithdrm·ral of the FEe, the lack of a capa'jility to demobilize 
efficiently, concern about overloading the ec::momy \-lith unemployed 
veterans ( potential grist for the sects' ! and for the Cormrnmists' mill), 
and the fact that the 88,000-me.n ¥NA 'Has vieKed as only slightly l ar ger 
than the sect forces alone led the Vietnamese I.;inistry of Defense ( l-iOD ) . 
to obj ect to the 88,000 force level in 1954. As e. first compromise, 
Cm'lAAG ind.icated that the D. S. would agree to supporting a goal of 
100,000 by the end of 1955; the same factors led to O'Daniel's reCOffi
mendntion of a goal of U.S.-supported forces of 150,000 ( plus 10,000 
sect-troops) by 1 July 1954. 8 !..:/ Ambassador Reinhardt and CINCPAC 
:fully endorsed O'Daniel's recommendation, and the JCS reconunended ap
prova.l of this force basis. 85/ Upon DOD approval , EAAG inrruedie.tely 
b egan pla.nning for the reorganization of Vietnamese forces "accord.ing 
to American concepts" 86/ and at the n e;tlly approved l evel. The organiz
ing and training of this force of 4 field divisions, 6 light divisions , 
13 territorial reg:ilnents, 1 airborne RCT, and supporting troops, plus' 2...n 
air force and navy of limited. size, ~;as to occupy HAAG until the reorgani
zation of 1959 . §:J} 

To accomplish this task, f.lAAG had a tota l strength of 3L~2 officers 
and men , of which 220 \-Tere assigned 1'RHf in February 1955. \<lith the 
French withdraHing personnel engaged in })roc ess ing' I,mAP equipment, l-';.PJ\G 
found it difficult to sUDervise redistribution and end use of this 
materie.L 88/ As early- as February, before the French began to i-Tithdra1-T, 
O'Daniel had re1)ortecI he needed t'wice the authorized J,1,"u\G strength to 
accomplish this- mission; 89/ "oth 0 'Daniel a..Yld CHYCPAC argued against 
t he State DeDartment ' s internretation that Article 16 of the Geneva 
Agreement held HAAG to a ceiling of 3Lt2 per~onne1 and the JCS recommended 
I1tha t the Secretary of Defense inform the National Security COUI1Cil of 
the gravity of the situation in Vi etncJln , requesting the authority to 
r aise the 342 limite.tion; 11 .90/ and the Secretary of Defense, in fon-lard
ing these dissenting.yie\'Ts to' the Secretary Of. St2_te, agreed \-lith the 
dis senter . 91 / Before the Secret:rry of State could reply to the DOD 
inquiry , a..n-i·nteragericy costing team \·rh:i.ch had just retm:ned from Vietnc~m 
reported that beca.use of the reduction in French personnel control of 
MDAP supplies and spaces had been lost a..nd that as a result, lithe capa
bility of supply of forces in the field in the event hostilities should 
be reswned in mid-1956 "i{Quld be virtua lly non-existent . 11 ~2/ 

On February 3 , '1956, the De})a:ctment of St5.te acquiesced in the 
creation of the Temporary Equi})T:lent Recovery Nission (TER>l). S3/ By 
the end of 1956, t his grou}) of 350 military personnel he.d greatly facili
t ated the r ecovery and redi stribution of r.!IlAP equil~,y1:ent; c.lthough t~ey 
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"rere not part of NAAG, they hild also impl'oved the orgE,niz.c,tion of Viet 
namese logistical services and ,had lau..l1ched em extensive logisticc~l 
training program . In addition, TEP1'1 relieved. J'I,"-.,'\G of logistical re 
sponsibilities, thus freeing 1,i,I)"AG personnel for trai r.ing. 9~.j There-

, after, the NAA.G training program " gained momentum. I I 2..!J "-' 

This momentum .... Tas in the direction of training and organl zlng the 
VNA so that it '\vould have its proper role in the o\'erall defense of 
Vietnam as had already been envisioned by the H.A.AG in 1955: 

( 1 ) The organization and missions of the National Army, 
Civil Guard and Self-Defense Corps all su~plement8,ry in assur 
i ng adequate internal security for Free Vietnal11 . The National 
Army retains overall respomd,bili ty for interna l sectu'i ty in 
accordance ivith its assigned mission . The deve lopment of the 
Civil Guard C'.nd Self,·Defense Corps as supplementary internal 
security agencies '-rill, at nomina l cost , provide for increased 
i nternal security 8l1d simultaneously afford necessary relief 
of army units -POl' necessa.ry combat training ; th1J,s greatly . 
i ncreas-ing the -1)otential o·fF.reevietne!l\ to -res'ist armed 
aggression from"'\~:nJl0-ut, coordinated '\viJ~h'- guerrilla C'_l1d sub
versive action from \·iithin. 

( 2 ) The Civil Guard .. Till b e responsible for ( a ) nation
wide c ivil ' lal·r ·enforcement exc(:nt in those, cities hav ing 
municipal police , ( b ) supplementing the Army Territorial , 
Regiments in maintain internal security , and ( c ) serving as 
an operating agency for the Vietnamese Bureau ' of Investigation 
i n the collection of 8l1ti-subversive intelligence . The Civil 
Guard ,-rill po.s sess the necessary mobility to concentrate C',gainst 
strong subversive actions , supplementiilg and lending breac!-th to 
t he Army Territorial Battalions . • 0 . 

( 3) Neither the Army nor the Civil Guard ,-rill have the 
necessary str-ength, dispersion or familiarity to provide neces
sary protection for vTidely scattereda.YJ.d numerous ( ayproximdely 
6 ,000) villages against. subversive actions of Viet Minh cadres 
and dissident sect persormel. The Self-Defense Corps , operating 
with lO-men armed units in each village, 'I-Tould possess these 
r equirements to the degree necessary to ferret, out and eliminate 
existent or potential subversive movements . . • 0 The P..rmy and the 
Se l f-Defense CorDS .. :ill have the s ame cOJ11JnClnd channels .... Close 
coordination 'I7ill exist behleen Self-Defense Corps units c'J1d the 
Civil Guard. on t.he lmrer levels . S6/ 

No concept for defending Free Vietnam could be cJ.earer : the regule.r
army in con-unand of ( or in close coordination .. rith ) the irr-egulars '\,ho 
'vrill have the c2.?abili ty to free the army to fill an e.:cmy role I1 to 
resist armed aggression fr- ;)mHi thont. " Unfortunately) hm:ever sou..'11 this 

TOP SECRET - S-::ncitive 

20 



20 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3,3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316, By: NWD Date: 2011 

'TOP SECRET -. Sensitive 

concept m2.y have been -- and in vieH of' demonstrated Viet Cong and DRV 
flexibility it is not clear th~t the concept ,,'as completely 1.U1sound -
it vTaS never succ~ssfully implemented. The VNA , gradually transfor'med 
into ,A.RVN, \'TaS orga..l1ized al1d trained along U. S. lines ( at least in the 
vie\'! of those doing, the training and reporting on their progress 57/ 
and by the end of' 1958 lfiJc.l\.G I-raS aole to state that "The combat postu.re 
of the VietnaJnese Armed Forces has 'improved to a marked degree in the 
past fei'; years. At the end of CY 1958, the Vietnamese Army, compared 
with othel' army forces in Southeast Asia, re2.ched e., relatively high 
degree of combat ef'f'ectiveness .... " 58/ But the Civil Guard and the 
Self'-Defense C01'PS -",ere n~ver brought-to the stage of development at 
vThich they might have relieved the army of the internal security mission 
for which its ne'il-found organization, training, and equipment vrere 
rendering it unfit. 

As far as can be estimated on the basis of' available information, 
training within Vietna.m \vas conducted in as centralized a fashion 8.S 

possible. Limited availability of personnel 2.nd GV"N opposition pre
cluded posting of U. S. advisors to lm'ler than airoorne brigade l evel 
until 1961 , although the need for advisors at lower' levels vTaS I,ell 
recognized . 99/ Training methods yTere, as far as can be judged , 
standard U. S-:Jllethods minimally adapted to t he Vietnamese context; 
standard trainir.g cycles siJnilar to U. S. programs 'Here employed; ex
tensive use Kas made of' translated U.S. training films and training 
and field manuals. Extensive training of Vietnamese officers in the 
U. S. "Tas conducted. Combat and support units, espeeial1y logistics 
units,benefited equally fro!Tl U.S. methods and procedures . Equipment 
(including person2vl gear ) reflected Uo S. taste in kind, if not in 
quality. And U. S. organizational preferences beca..me fully ·realized 
vThen , in 1959, the agitation begun by Gener2.1 0 'Daniel during the Indo
china vTar had its full flm{eriJ !g in the reorganization of the Vietnamese 
Army into a General Headquarters, Field COTffinand, six l-lilitary Region 
Headquarters , tHO Corps Headquarters Bl1d Corps Troops, one provisional 
Corps Headquarters, and seven standard divisions of J.0,500 men each. By 
1959 these forces were judged capable of maintaining int ernal security 
and of providing limited initial resistance to any rencI·red aggression 
from the North. 100/ 

In spite of all this prog.Tess, hOi'rever, Ilj1.,-'\G statements in 1959 
reveal that many of the problems and deficiencies found in the Vl']A of 
1954 and noted above v:ere still to be f01,md in the JiliV?:; o£' 1559: lOj-/ 
although force size he,d been settled by fic_t, it \-laS still 2. troublesome 
problem particularly vis-a-vis the GVN lihich persisted in its desire for 
larger forces; forc~ structu.re vIas still unclear, particularly with 
reference to cornmand cmd control; as the EL~)J:::,tive COUll of 1960 'das to 
shmr, high-ranldng officers \,:-ere still politica lly active; =-o2} plans 
for an internal security program relied heavily on the virtua lly non 
existent capabilities of' the Civil Guard and Self-De£'ense Corps; 
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correction of a spirit of insubordination and irresponsibility was not 
comple te, as reve D.led at ImT as well as high ( or "coup") levels; 103/ 
French cadre had been repla ced, but Idth Vietnamese cadre generally . 
less ,,,ell-adapted to their role; a self-reliant officer corps Has still 
a vision of the future, as ,'rere an independent logistics capability and 
adequate technical services ; and although something had been learned 
about the problems of semi··military and police forces, not enough had 
been done to cope Idth them to provide genuine interna l security . 

. I 
There "Tere, in fact, several viel-'s of the roles a.Dd missions of 

the paramilitary forces. The Michigan State University Advisory Grou:!), 
under contr act to VSON, Viet.narn to provide counse l and guide.Dce on the 
development of the Civil Gl;.ard (CG), vieived this organi~~8.tion as a nationa l 
police, civilian in character and function, lightly but adequately equipped, 
"dth sufficient delegated authority and training to enforce all l aVIS , con
trol subverSion, and collect intelligence data in areas not covered by 
municipal police, as ,,'ell as establishing close ties "Iith the population 
of the rural areas by fixed basing in the villages "rithin pacified areas . 
10~-j Diem envisaged the CG E'oS a large alld pOvTerf'ul military organi zation 
accolmtable to him through his appointed province chiefs -- a counter to 
the army -in the struggle for pOYler "Thich ,wuld also provide :provincial 
security through mobility from posts outside the villages; in line ,d.th 
this vie"T, he transferred the CG from the Ministry of the Interior to the 
Presidency in 1956. The Us?1AA.G came to view the CG much as Di em did --
not, of course, as an anti-·coup safeguard, but as a mobile countersubver::-_ 
sion r~orce, an a.d junct to the army tha.t vTould relieve it of internal 
security duty a.Yld free it to learn hOyT to counter the tbJ'eat from the 
North. 105/ As of the end of 1956 the CG "Tere being trained at the 
Quang Trung School to assist the army in case of crisis or of overt . 
attack; 106/ by late 1957, they ,·rere conducting operations ,vi th P.RVH 
inunpacified areas. ~OLl 

The NSU Advisory Group, in a 1956 report, J:::.9!Y outl~ned the problems 
that existed vlith respect to the problems of the several Vietnmnese lal'1 
enforcement agel1cies, including the CG, and m8de far-reaching recollli:J.enda
tions , some of w~'lich were reiterated in the COlmt erinsuTgency Plan of 
1960. 109/ This reiteration supports the hypothes is that fel'T of the MSU 
recommendations I-'ere acted .upon effectively in the intervening years. 

In July 1957, the GVN requested $60 million v10rth of heavy equlpment 
for the CG, Ivhich had been equipDed only with non-D. S. I'leapons surplus . 
to the army I s requirements . H.MG and MSU proposed $14 - 18 million in 
lighter equipment; in 1958, a compromise vlaS reac hed, providing for only 
$14 million but including some of the heavy equipment to be issued over 
a ~' -JTear period vlith the lmderstanding that the · CG be reorganized into a 
civilian oper ation under the l.~inistry of Interior and along lines proposed 
by U. S. advisors. =-10/ Little pro&less Has Dade in changing the Cl.\ril 
Guard, hm-rever, in spite of thi s U.S. leverage ; the $J)+ million in 
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assistance \-ras id thheld for aLmost two years . In January 1959, Di em 
agreed to transfer the CG to the Hinister of the I nterior , and the U. S. 
agreed to go ahea.d with the aid. program. The ne\-[ Public S&.fety Division 
of USOi\l assUJ11ed responsibility for tra. ining the CG in June , but the 
i mpasse over the concept of the CG continued until December 1960, \-Then 
Diem, at HAAG I s urging , transferred the CG to the DOD . l::'l/ 

The Self-Defense Corps ( S'DC ) , . like the CG, vlaS exmed ,dth non-U.S . 
weapons surplus t o the army ' s requirements. Est ablished by Diem as a 
part of t.he DOD , the SDC received U. S . ' assistc_nce from its inception i n 
the form of a $6 million pel' year subsidy for salaries 0 All reports 
indicate that the SDC ,m,s in even Horse shape than the CG . The contro
v ersy that engulfed both these organizations for five yee_rs produced 
t wo paramilitary units that, far from being adequate to free the army 
for "combat ," ,<[ere confusingly organized , inc:.dequat ely equipped , poorly 
trained , and badly led _ .. even ,·rhen compared with ARVN 0 112/ 

AccoTding to the U. S. Army Conunand and General Staff College "Study 
on Army Asyects of the Military Assistance Program in Vietnam," published 
in June 1960, .2-13/ "The Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietna.m are 
anxious to t akethe offensive and ' march to Hanoi. ' The Chief , g i\.l\.G, 
and hi s principal assistants ".;ho cOl";le ' in direct contact .... rlth the Viet 
n amese high COnmlaJld must be constantly alert to detect this desire and 
any evidence of preparations therefor, as the consequences of such a 
premature act, .not only to t he numerica lly inferior South Vietnamese 
Armed Forces , but 8,lso to the entire region and possibly the \-Thole '.wrld, 
could be most serious. " Given th~ deficiencies r emaining in · t he seven 
standard division r egular army that v:ould do t he m8.Yching, and the state 
of the para.military forces , the authors of this study '.·rere '.'Tell advised 
to add., parenthetically and. perhaps l,vi stfully: "( Eventual r eunification 
through ' pe ac e ful weans ' is to be hoped for: .)" 
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G, Did U,S, assistance through 1960 result in creation of a South 
Vietnamese Army in the image of the U.S, Army? 

i-Thile it vould· probably be incorrect to assert that the U,S, created 
a complete IImi rror i mage lf of its ovn forces in thc Vietnamese defense estab
lishment) consideration of the mission) strategy, tactics, organizations, 
manpO\·rer policy, equipment, and training of that establishment indicates tha.t 
conscious and unconscious U,S, efforts did result in emphas is on conventional 
forces (at the expense of paramilitary forces) IIgoverned by the ~oncept of a 
var front enabling use of the superior veaponry and technology of the Hest 
against a guerrilla force that vas potentially the spearhead of a more mas 
sive thrust out of North Vietnam," ll~1 

I, Evolution of the mission of the VNA has been described, The 
fact is that assignrnent of a dua l mission to VJlTA l ed rapidly to formation of 
a regular military establishment designed primarily to counter the threat of 
overt invasion from the North, Countering the internal threat - -as is so 
often the case--vas dOlmgraded to the status of a "lesser-included capa
bility in the regular forces. It 115/ 

2, The strategy of the regular establishment was described as 
early as 1956 as 

defensive in nature and involves the conduct of a delaying action 
against external aggression of sufficient duration and effec- _ 
tiveness to hold as much ground as possible, and retain the key 
strategic entity, the Saigon Complex, in oJ?der to permit the 
arrival of the foreign military assistance which ,·rill be neces
sary to preserve her territorial integrity and national sovereignty 
.".This defensive strategy must not only include considerat ion 
of the enemy threat in the form of overt military aggression from 
outside her borders bu-'!, also from separate or concurrent extensive 
guerrilla and clandestine activities conducted by indigenous dis
sident groups or foreign military and political cadres already 
present or infiltrated into the country, · =-.16/ 

. .---

The l atter threat ~ras countered by the territorial regiments in 1956; these 
r eg..iments vere abolished in 1959, ,-lith the-advent of' the 7 standard division 
force, Thus on the strategiC level the r egul ar forces came to reflect the 
strategy evolved by the U,S, in Korea ~nd elsewhere . 

3, On the tactical leve l the Vietnamese forc es also came to re
flect standard U,S, doctrine--'dith one possible exception) that of "paci
fica tion, 1\ 

Thus the tactical doctrine whj.ch '·Till probably emerge from the 
present .!J95§.7 reorganizat ion and traini.ng period viII most likely 
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reflect past) relatively sm3-11-unit) "infantry-type operations under 
the French; the inherently mobile infantry nature of the present 
forces influenced by increased firepower; a capability for cOOr
ainated op~rations up to division and eventually corps l evel; and 
increased service and logistica l support for the essentially 
infantry-type forces • Mobility and increased infantry fir epOl·rer 
will dictate the utilization of essentially i nfantry tactics ••.• 
The VNA LWill7 adopt a highly mobile tactical doctrine character 
ized by extensive movement and maneuverin...g of the main body "I"ri th 
extensive mining and ambuscades. 11'/ I _ _ I 

The pre:rxmderant evidence gleaned from ARVTI experience against the Viet Cong 
supports the hypothesis that .ARVTI tactics ) influenced by the factors listed 
above) rapidly evolved tOvrard relatively large-scale operations) heavily 
reliant on increased prepOl·rer including artillery and air support) and away 
from "relatively small-unit) infantry-type operations )" again reflecting 
U. S. practice) if not U.S. doctrine) in countering large - scale aggression . 

The concept and tactics of the pacification mission; unlike those 
of countering aggression; required particular concentration on specialized 
methods of ' dealing vri th the local populace as ,·rell as countering insurgents . 
Thus the Saigo~ Military Mission repo:r;-ted that as a result of j.ts teaching 
efforts) ------

Troops vere courteous ; they had constructed a school and were 
holding classes for both children and adults ,·ri th Army volunteers 
as teachers ) they had helped rebuild the marketplace and church; 
they carried out active patrolling; and they had placed locked 
boxes to r eceive information and suggestions from the population. 
People responded to the treatment . I n a fe'.·r days they started 
being friendly vith the troops ( something usually reserved for 
Communist troops in Asian countries ) and; after a .viet Minh 
hand -grenade attack on the marketplace ; information about names 
and l ocations of the Viet Minh cadres started to flmr to the 
Army from the people. ~~81 ' 

In spite of t his apparent good start) MAAG Country Statements from 1955 to 
1959 are silent on the subject of trainj.ng for pacification) although 
National Security Act:i.on) as pacification I-TaS then called; \·,as actually 
undenray. Thi s is a reasonably good indication of hOl·r i mportant this set of 
concepts and tactics vTas regarded by MA.i\.G officers . lY?/ In fact ) quite 
the opposite ,ras the case: MAAG reports constantly complained of the diver 
sion of the Vietnamese Army from unit training to pacification) vrithout 
suggesting t hat specialized training in the t actics of this mission night 
b e useful . 1'f9/ The ~lear inference is that the orthodoxy of U.S. t actical 
doctrine prevailed. /" 

4. The organization of the defense establi.shment in geners.l re 
flected the U.S. practices iDsofar as it '.-ras fea s ible to persuade the Die:n 
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government to adopt them. 1-?/IJ/ Available evidence indicates that the standard 
ARVN division of 1959 ,"ras p'a~'terned after the 1956 u.S. Army division-
r educed in scale) and .without organic armor) aviation) and band . 

Each ARVN st~~dard division had 10) 450 men organized in three 
r egiments ) each of vhich was capable of independent action and could be 
b roken into company-size task forces . Each division had tvo artillery 
battalions e~uipped ,"rith tOl·red 105 'nrrn hOl·ritzers and 4 . 2" mortars ) one 
engineer battalion) and technical and logistics support companies . The 
s even divisions i·rere formed jnto ti-ro Corps . There vere also ' four armor 
batta.lions ) one airborne briga de) one marine group) one air force fighter 
b omber s~uadron; tvo c-47 t ransport s~uadrons ) tvo light aircraft observa 
tion s~uadrons ) and one s~uadron of helicopters . l2J.j 

. In 196LI. Lieutena nt General Samuel T. Hilliams (Chief MAAG 
Vietnam 1955 - 60 ) during the course of an intervie., Has asked i.r~ether MAJI.G 
h ad created the Vietnamese Division in the im~ge of the American Division. 
His vehement denial included the statement that IIActually) there vas l ittle 
simil ari ty b~t\.reen the South Vietnamese division in existence then jJ.9527 
or nOi{ f5.96Jj} ." J.22-) HOI·rever ) an examination of the follmring table and 
f igures indicates that there ,"Tere more similarities than differences in the 
overal l structure of the t '"ro organizations. All of the technical services 
were t o be found i n the 1959 fuqVN Division) although at somevhat reduced 
strength i n some cases. Division artillery vas 50 percent heavier in the 
U. S. Division and was concentrated in 105 rnrn hovitzer battalions i·rith some 
155 lliffi) 8 - inch Emd 763 mm \{eapons . The ARVN Division had a LI·. 2 - inch 
mortar battalion in addition to t he 105 rnm battalion. Maneuver units ) 
t he regiments of the U. S. and ARVN Division) \·rere about e~ual i n strength . 
Both regiments contained a mortar c ompany . There "rere more regiments in 
t he U.S. Division (5) as opposed to ARVN 1 s 3 ) and the U. S. r egiments "rere 
d ivided into rifle companies (4 p er regiment ) . In t he ARVN Division there 
was an intermediate battalion echelon. In this respect the 1959 ARVN 
Divi sion more closely r esembled the 7-1lR Regiment of the U.S . Army 7R 
Division ( 1955 ) . This regiment type was heavier than both the ROCID 7 - 11T 
I nfantry Regj.ment and the ARVN 1959 Regiment and "I-TaS evidently cape.ble of 
more sustained operations ) since it had organic support units attached to 
it i ncluding a company of tanks. A simila r regiment (7-1lR ) vithout the 
t echnical support units vas supposed to pro viele the division i·rith the flex 
i bi l ity to conduct operation vith task forces of any size) a stated goal 
of t he authors of the Jl....r'\VN Divisional reorganization . 12$) Thus ) ,·,-hile the 
mirror image accusation is not entirely correct ) n e ither is the denial tha t 
there vere no similarib.es beti·ieen the U.S. and ARVN Division o The evi 
dence available suggests that clearly the blueprint for the 1959 ARVN 
Division reorganization i·ras to be founel in the TOE 1 s of the U.S . Arny, 

5. JvIanp01Jer policies in Vietnam in the late 1950 1 s result ed in 
a llocation of the best personne l to the Vietnamese Arrr:ed Forces . 

'. 

TOP SF,cRET - Sensitive 



f\) 
-.J 

1-3 o 
I-cJ 

f;:3 
o 
~ 
l-=.j 

,1-3 

II 
I 
Ul 
ill 
;:l 
[jJ 
i-l · 
c+ 

If--> ' 
-< roO 

COMPARISON OF U.S. 7T ROCID INFANTRY DIVISION (1956) AND 
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u.s. 7T ROCID lnf Div 1956 I A - -- . - - - - -- - f - -- - - --. 

Have Have 
lten or Unit Yes No 

Division Total Strength 

Div Hq & Hq Co x 
Tank Bn x 

I 
I Arm I d Car Bn. x 

Engineer Combat Bn x I Signal x ! Division Arty x 
, 105 mm How Bn x 
4.2" Mortar Bn x . 

Infantry Regiment x 
Hq & Hq Spt Co \ x 
Rifle Co 

I 
x 

Heavy Hort 81 mm x 

Hq & Hq Det &. Band \ x I I 
Quartermaster Company x 

: \ 
Hedical x 
Ordnance x 
Combat Avi~tion Co .x 
Administ rative Service Co x 
Transportation x 

a 
Not known. 

Strength 

13,748 

292 
\ , 763 . \ 

\ 669 
i 791 , 

Bn' 525 
1,763 

897 
-

7,135 
1,550 
4,860 

725 

70 
194 

Bn-302 
Bn-327 

223 
162 

Bn 532 

Yes 

x 

I 
IX 
Ix 
Ix 

x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 

x 

No Strength 

11,076 

186 
X 
x 

466 
Co 164 

. 976 
420 
551 

\ 7,353 
. \ a 

a 
I 

a -
! x 

65 
I Co 151 

I Co 114 
x 

\ 105 -l 

I x I 

\ 
I Co 1100 C •• v 

[Source: Infantry Reference Data, 1958 CU); Weekly Intelligence Digest, PACOM, 3-28-58, p. 15 (S)] 
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Rational direction of manpO\.fer \·ras not proposed by American 
advisors and ... rould have lain beyond the capacity for organiza 
tion of the RVN Government ; all young professional graduates 
were enlisted into the army) Hhich then controlled n,ost of the 
manpower to do the jobs and had to be a11mred to make good the 
civili an shortcomings engendered by con.scription • . ~?!..{i 

This i nsatiable requirement for the "best" men to build up the officer corps 
was in part a reflection of the requirenlerits of the South Vietnamese social 
structure; in any event ) it was much closer to the conventional U.S. vieH of 
an officer corps than to the viel-T of Eo Chi Minh and Vo Nguyen Giap) and 
r eflected the view that ,·jell-schooled men are required to manage complex 
modern armj.es. 

6. The equipment provided the Vietnamese regular forc es Has more 
suited to countering aggression from the North than to preserving internal 
s ecurity in the South •. While ARVN vere not equipped as heavily as those 
of the U.S.--they had no tracked vehicles (tanks or personnel carriers) 
f ewer trucks ) and generally lighter ... reapons --727 trucks ) 660 trailers--
to make them mechanj.zed and road -bound. Armor ... ras provided) but ... ras not 
organic to the standard division • 

• • • U. S. military aid ,·ras programmed in more or l es s the same 
fashion as for countries like Turkey and Korea) Hhere guer 
rillas were not a threat. The Vietnamese armed forces not 
only Here equipped \.fith t anks ) planes ) artillery and similar 
hardvrare that Has relatively little value against guerrrillas 
a s the French had discovered so painfully and the Pentagon 
apparently had not noticed. They Here also trained to depend 
on that kind of big bang support in battle) reducing both 
their capability and their psycho10gica.l willingness to get 
out and fight the guerrillas the only Hay that Horks : vrith 
rifles ) close in. l2?1 

, 
7. rrhat the training of the Vietnamese armed forces i·Tas conducted 

along U. S. l ine·s has been documented above. Bet\-reen 1950 and 1959: 

(1) 3) 296 Vietnamese military persorJl1el had received training 
in military f ac ilities in the Unl.ted States) vrhile 7l~7 had 
been t rained in other Free Horld military schools. l2~~/ 

(2) Training films) manuals and lesson plans Here those 
us ed by the U.S. military adapted to Vietnamese cultu:re and 
environment . :;;J' . __ I 

(3) The U.S. Has particularly proud of. it s accomplishments in 
the training of armed forces in Korea) Hhere a l arge conven
·tionally organized force had proven itself in the combat 

12'> I r ecently experienced there . :_iJ 
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These factors) then--the dual mission) strategy) ta~tics) 
organizatj_on) manpovrer policy) equipment) and tra ining--all directly contri
buted to the f'ormationof' a Vietnamese military establishment.) and in parti
cular to an ARVN) that in 1960 bore overall resemblance to the U.S. 
military establishment and particularly close resemblance to the U.S. Army. 
Unf'ortunately) event~ since 1960 have demonstrated that the ~qVN was not 
.Tell-suited to cOw'ltering the internal securit:l threat; its ef'ficacy . 
against overt aggression still remains to be tested. 

I 

( 

. . 
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1Report of the Saigon Hili tary Mission ( S)-1f.1 ), August 1954-
August 1955 (s). 

2JCS telegram to CINCPAC 974802) 30 March 1960j JCSM-906-60) 
15 September 1960. Cf.: Du..l1canson, Dennis J., GovernIDent and Revolution 
in Vietnam, 1968, pp-.-290-305. 

3 ... .. 
J. LctHton Collins, Special Representative of the United States in 

Vietnam, "Report on Vietnam for the Nat ional Security Council," January 20, 
1955 (TS). See also NSC documents throughout the period 1950-1960 which 
are consistent with this statement of objectives and conseque~c~s~ 

~The ke; to this problem [the Indochina war) is a strong and effective 
Na tiona lis t army \'lith the support of the Populace beh ind it." Debriefing, 
M/General Thomas J. H. Trapnell, Jr., 3 May 1954, in OSD files 092/092.2 
Indochina. U. S. d ~cisionmakers seemed to agree virtually unanimously \vith 
this statement. 

5 In April ' 1953 CHNAAG General Trapnell reported that French observers 
had returned from Korea with l{ttlebut a list of reasons why U.S. training 
procedures could not be effectively applied in Indochina. Msg, CHHAAG 
Indochina to AC of S G-3 and CINFE, MG6l9A, DA-IN-25770l, 15 April 53. 
Although the minutes of the Bipartite U.S.-French Conversations (First 
Session, April 22, 1953, 3:30 p.m., Quai d'Orsay ) reported that "The 
French missions which have been received in Korea were very useful. 
Marshall Juin himself ha~ brought back informa tion the French propose to 
use in the formation of the Vietnam army," the qualifiers added, even at 
this high diplomatic level ("But the probleill is not the same in Indochina 
as in Korea. The problems facing the t,vo armies are not' comparable, but 
some l~ssons can be applied") lend weight to the Trapnell Interpretat ion 
that the French visits to Korea had been largely a waste of time (S). 

6This plan, outlined to then Chargl d'Affaires Gullion, was dismissed 
as "fantastic," although it was seen that this Vietnamese attitude rais ed 
serious-prob l ems . Msg, Gullion to Acheson, 204 , 25 March 1950 (S). History 
of the Indochina Incident , Historical Sec tion, JCS. Series H, 1 February 

' 1955 (TS). (Hereinafter referred to as JCS Historz,) In Nay 1954, Ngo Dinh 
Luyen, Bao Dai ' s personal representative, told Philip H. BonsaI that Bao Da i 
seeks U.S. help for the National Army. Hemcon, Hay 18 and 20, 1954 (TS) , 
OSD Files 1954. 

7 Memorandum for SECDEr' from Service Secretaries, t'Draft St a te Dep<lrtHl.en t 
Statemen t on Indochina , dated 27 March 1952,11 8 April 1952 (TS). 

8 . . 
Nemorandum for Record, 1INeet ing of President's Spe cial Commi ttee on 

Indochina , 29 January 195Lf," 30 J anuary 195 ~f (1'S). 
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- 9 
Report by the Ad Hoc Committee to the Assistant to the Secretary for . 

. International Security Affairs ... ," ND, Encl to (TS) Nemorandum, Acting 
SECDEF to Service Secretaries , "Forty Additional Vietnam Battalions," 
19 February 1953. 

10 . 
JCS History. 

11 
Msg, CHHAAG lC to CSUSA, MG 1651( DA, 09l5l5Z June 5Lf, DA-IN-64l88 

(9 June 1954) (S). 
12 

Msg, Murphy to AmEmb (Paris), TOSEC 392, 10 June 1954 (TS). 
- "-_. -- . 

13 
Msg, SECSTATE to Amb (Paris ), 4551, TEDUL 191, 12 June 1954 (1'S). 

14JCS History. 

15Memorandwu for SECDEF from JCS, "Suspension of U.S. Military Aid 
to Indochina in Event of a Cease Fire," Apri 1 30, 195/+; Hemorandum from 
SECDEF to Service Secretaries and JCS, July 30, 1954. 

-. 16Msg , CHHAAG Indochina to DEPTAR, Mg 2062A, 271130Z July 1954, 
DA-IN-74737, (TS). JCS History. Although interpretations of the Geneva 

. ·, Agreements with regard to ceilings as they applied to U.S. military forces 
varied, the Department of State interpreted the agreement as fixing the 
number of forces -at -or be10H the level existing on 11 August 1954. 

-- .--.- -- 17 . - - --. ------- -.. - --... - - --- - .- --- -
JCS Hist.2.U:... 

18 -Memorandum for SECDEF, "U.S. Assumption of Training Responsibilities 
in Indochina," 4 August 1954 (S). 

19 . . 
Letter, SECDEF to SECSTATE, 12 August 1954 (S). 

20 . " - -
Memorandum SECSTATE to SECDEF, 18 August 1954 (S). JCS Hi s tory . 

2lMemorandum for SECDEF from JCS, "u.s. AS's'umption of Training . 
Responsibilities in Indochina," 22 Sept ember 1954 (TS). 

22 . . . . ' 
Memorandum for SECDEF from JCS, "Retention and Development of Forces 

in Vietnam," 22 September 1954 (TS) . 
. 23 

Memorandum for SECDEF from JCS, "Retention and Development of Forces 
in Indochina ," 22 September 1954 (TS). 

24 . . ' . 
Hemorandum, SECSTA1~ to SECDEF, October 11, 1954 (TS). 

''' --i\~'~~~randum, S~C~E:F fJ~om JCS, I!Development and Training of Indigenous 
Forces in Indochina," 19 October 1954 (TS). 

26Msg , SECSTATE to AmEmb . (S aigon ) 1679, 22 October 1954 (TS) . 
27 

Memorandum, 'SECDEF to JCS, 26 Octobe r 1954 (TS). 

33 
TOP SECRET - Sens itive 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3,3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

TOP SECREr - Sehsitivc 

28 11n • h' f f h I'/~t rc erence to the q.uestion of training Vietnarnese orces t e 
Joint Chiefs ' of Staff desire to point out that in addition to the current 
unstable political situation in Vietnam the terms of the Geneva Annistice -
Agreement have been · interpreted to limit the strength' of HAAG, Indochina 
to 342 personnel. Even if all thes~ military personn~l were replaced by U.S. 
civilians to perform the normal functions of the MAAG and the mi litary personnel 
\o,ere thereby released for training dutiei only, the mrrnber of U.S. personnel 
would permit only limited participation in the over-all trainin £l'L program . 
Under these conditions, U.S. participation in training not only woul~ probably 
have but limited beneficial effect but also would assure responsibility for any 
fail ure of the program. 'i--CIt a lics added). Hemorandwn for SECDEF fl'om JCS, 
"Development and Trai'ning of Indigenous Forces in Indochina ," 19 October 195L~ (TS), 

29 . 
James H. Gavin, Crisis Nmv, p. 49. 

30 
.Memorandum to SECDEF from JCS, "Indochina,". 17 November 1954 (TS). 

31 . 
NSC Record of Action l31b, 27 January 1955 (TS). JCS History. 

HemoranduTIl, SECDEF . f:o Serv ice Secretaries and JCS, "Report on Vietnam 
,, ' '. __ ,, _ . . £.or. . the NSC," 3 Feb~uary 1955 (TS). 

32 .. . . . . 
NIE 63-7.,.54, 23 November 195L~ (S). Excluded from this estimate 

are those Hoa Hao forces und er the cO~1tro l of the VNA or the French. 
33 

Report to SECSTATE by J. Lm.,ton Collins , Special Representative in 
,vietnam, January 20., 1955 (TS). 

34Discussions ,-l ith a member of US MAAG in 1951~-1955 period (U). 

35" •.. thg government by force and bribery has drastically reduced the 
import ance of these groUl)S to challenge its authori ty." NIE 63.1-3-55, 
11 October 1955. . "All significant sect res'istance {n South Vietnam has 
been eliminated .... " NIE 63-56, l7 , July 1956. (8). 

36 
NIE 63-5-54, 3 August 1954. (S) . 

. 37Ibid . 
. .,._ ..... -.... - -- -- .. 

. 38NIE 63-7 -54 , 23 November 1954 (S) . 

. 39In. fact, many estimates failed to make any dis tinction between 
northern and southern forces. See }1A..4G Narrative Statement dated August 23, 
1958 (S), ,·,hich estimated IIViet Cong strength in North Vietnam" at 268,000. 

40 . f V' "'-I' h . t . . For particularly detailed est~mates o ' ~et ~~n organ12a 10n ~n 
South Vietnam, see Department of State documents, "Th e Communist Subversive 
Threat in Vietnam, Cambodia , and Laos," DR/SP 57.1, December 29, 1955 (S); 
and liThe Communist Subversive Threat to the SEATO Treaty Areas , II. The 
Subversive Threat in South Victnam,lI ~RF SP-62, October 24, 1956 (S). 

Lf1NIE 91, 4 June 1953 (S). 

42NIE 63-7-54, 23 November 1954 (S). 

43N1E 63.1-2-55, 26 April 1955 (TS). 

44NIE 63-5-54, 3 August 1954 (Italics added ) (S). 
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NIE 63-7-54, 23 November 1954 (S). 
46

M
· .' 
~nutes of Heeting benveenPresident Diem and Deputy Secretary Quarles, 

10 Nay 1957, 15 Hay 1957 (S). 
47 . . 

Memorandum for SECDEF , "U.S. Policy in the Event of a Reversal of 
Aggression in Vietnam, I! 9 September 1955 (TS). 

48 " . . ( 
NIE 14.3/53-61, 15 August 1961 (S). 

49 
Memorandum, SECSTATE to SECDEF, October 11, 1954 (TS). 

50 
See Note 27 above. 

51 
Memorandum for SECDEF from JCS, "Development of Defense Information 

Relating to Certain U.S. Aid Programs (Vietnam)," 13 April 1956 (TS). 

52See , for example, t.J. W. Kaufmann, The HcNamara Strategy, esp. Chapter·i. 

53Memo for SECDEF from JCS, "Studies "'ith Respect to Possible U.S. 
Action Regarding Indochina," 26 Nay 1954 (TS). 
. 54 . . 

Memorandum for SECDEF from the JCS, "Concept and Plans for the 
Implementat ion, If Necessary, of Article IV, I, of the Hanila Pact," 

_ , . ___ lJ february 1955 (TS), paragraphs 6 and 7. .. __ 

55 Ibid ., paragraphs 6-9. r . 

56Memorandum for SECDEF from JCS, "Ni1itary Consultation under 
theSouthHest Asia Collective Defense Treaty," 8 October 195[. (TS). 

57 .. .... .. . -..-
Memorandum for SECDEF from JCS, "Concept and Plans for the 

Implementat ion, If Necessary, of Article IV, 1, of the Manila Pact," 
11 February 1955 (TS). 

58 ' 
Hemorandum 

Indigenous Forces 
59Ibid . 

for SECDEF from JCS, "Develo pn~ent and Training of 
in Indochina," 19 October 1954 (TS). 

- .. " ·60-- . . . . . 
NSC 5612/1, Sertember 5, 1956 (TS). "111e NSC at its meeting on 7 

1956 b. Noted that the President 'svie'iV that it \vould be desirable for 
June 

appropriate U.S. military authorities: (1) to encourage Vietn~nese military 
planning for defense against external aggression along lines consistent with 
U.S. planning concepts based upon U.S. policy." Memorandum for Service 
Secretaries and JCS, from ASD(ISA) "Capabili ty to Dea l Hith Local A.ggression 
in Vietnam ," no date (TS). "Limited initial resistance" ,vas subsequently 
defined as "resistance to Communist aggression by defending or deploying 
in such in such manner as to preserve and maintain the integrity of the 
government and its armed forces for the period of time required to invoke 
the UN Charter ,and/or Southeast Asia Collective Defense ' Treaty or . the 
period of time required for the U.S. Government to determine tJlat considera
tions of national security require unila teral U. S. assistance and to comrnit 
U.S. or collective security forces .... " Hemorandum for SECDEF from JCS, 
"U.S. Policy in Hainland Southeast Asia," 21 Dec ember 19:i6 (TS). 
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61 
From December ,1955 on,.MAAG reports either implicitly or explicitly 

assigned the counter-aggression mission to the Vietnamese Army. In December 
.1955 the MAAG reported that the VNA would have the capability to delay a 

. Viet Minh attack ecross the 17th parallel for 60 days following a y~ar's 
: concentrated training of a 10-div~sion force. HAAG Country Statemen t for 
. 1955, Decembe r 1955 (S). 

62 ~ 
SNIE 63-6-54, 15 September 1954 (S). 

63 . 
cf. particularly "Report of the SHH August 1954-August 1955 (8). 

By A~ril 1956, NIE 63.1-2-55 (TS) reported that "French policy is openly 
comml.tted to the r eplacement of Diem at the earliest possible opportunity .... II 
Although U.S. policy toward D~em was variable French policy, however . " negatlve, s~emed to enjoy the virtue of consistency. 

64 ' ' 
NIE 63.1-2-55, 26 April 1955 (TS). ' 

~5Ely, Ge'ne'ral DIArmee Paul, Memoires, L'Indochine Dans La Tourmente , 
Chapters XI and XII. 

66Msg , Heath ~o SECSTATE, 1761, 8 November 1954 (S); Msg, Collins sgd 
Kidder to SECSTATE, 1830, 15 November 1954, DA-IN-990l5 (16 November) (TS). 
JCS History. . __ -

67Msg , ROA Hashington sgd Stassen to USAHB Paris, USAHB Saigon, USFOTO 
263, 24 Novemb~r 1954 (C). JCS History. ' 

68 Msg, Dillon to SECSTATE; ~ 2433, 8 December 1954 (TS). 

99NIE 63.1-3755, 11 October 1955 (S). 

70JCS History. 
71 ' 

~ NIE 63.1-3-55, 11 October 1955 (S). 
72 

New York Times, May 12, 1955. 

73Denis Harner. The Last ConfucL~n . Pp. 107-108. 

7l~Matthe\V B. Ridg\vay...? The Korea~Har, p. 191. 

75R1E 63-7-54, 23 November 1954 (S). 

JCS History. 

76Hemor~ndwn ~~r SECDEF from 'JCS, "Retention and Development of 
Forces in Indochina ," 22 September 19S1f (TS). 

77Msg , Collins sgd Kidder to SECSTATE, 1830, 15 November 1954, 
DA-IN-990l5, (16 November) (TS), JCS History. 

78 lbid . 

79
Ibid

. ~ 

80Memoranc1um for SECDEF from JCS, "Indochina ," 17 November 1954 (TS ). 

8lReport to SECSTATE from J. Lawton Collins, Special Repr~se~tative 
in Vietnam , "Report on Vietnam for the National Security Councl. l, 
J 20' 1'955 ('J'S) The <lbove is from "Supplement to the Report on anuary , . ' a ~ •. . 

Vietnam by Gen. J. Lm'7ton Collins," (S). 
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82TRIM Briefing, in "Report of Visit of Lt. Genera l Bruce C. Clarke , 
Commanding General ,U. S. Arniy Pacific to Hestern Pacific and Southeast 
Asia, 6-29 September 1955," (S). J CS History. 

83The theme of diversion of the VNA fr o.11 tr a ining by combat n!a s 
throughout the period. The reduction of French participation in TRIM 
is revealed by the £o11 O\"ing table: T~IM Officer Strengths, Harch 1955-
Narch 1956 [Source: "Study on Army Aspects of the Military Assistance 
Program in Vietnam," U.S. Army Command and General Staff Co.llege , 1 June 
1960, (S)J. 

U.S. Officers French Officers 

3/55 68 209 
5/55 121 225 
7/55 124 108 
9/55 125 66 

11/55 142 58 
1/56 149 53 
3/56 189 0 

8l~ 
Msg, CHlMAG Indochina to CINC!AC , 091330Z, Au gus t 1955 (TS) . 

JCS His tory. ___ --
85 MemorandlllU for SECDEF from JCS, "Revis ed Force Base for Viet nam ," 

19 August 1955 (TS). In his memorandum of 2 9 July 1955 to the JCS requesting 
JCS evaluation of the 150,000 force basis, Actg ASD(ISA) questioned the 
inclu s i on of the mission "to c"heck external aggression," insisting that 
circumstances if it is to be acceptable to U.S. Government authorities ." (TS) 
Subsequent DOD approval of this force l eve l constituted , in effect, approval 
of the counter-aggress ion mission. 

86JCS History. 
87 . 

Actual Strengths of Vietnamese forces was as follows : [Source : 
"Study on Army Aspects ... ," U.S. Army Comma nd and Genera l Staff College , 
1 June 1960, p. C-5 (S)]. 

Army Navy Air Force 

1/55 170,000 1,500 3,500 
1/56 152,000 4,200 3 ,l~0 0 
1/57 138 ,600 4,900 3,500 
1/58 131,500 4,900 3,500 
1/59 135,500 5,000 4,600 

12/59 132,000 5,200 l~) 800 

. . 

TOP SECRE"f - Sensitive 



yg 

Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316 . By: NWD Date: 2011 

TOP SECRErr' - Sensitive 

88 . ~ 

Large excesses of equipment in Vietnam resulted from the decrease 
in numbers of both the FEC and the VNA; the VNA Here totally incapable of 
assuming logistical responsibility~ and the HithdrDHal of the FEC resulted 
in the dumping nf ·mountains of equipment on the Vietnamese; further, the 
French were confronted with a det~riorating situatiori in North Africa and 
\-lere concerned Hith salvaging the best equipment for their OHn use and 

• I 

refus ed to a110H U.S. personnel into their installations and supply dumps 
to inventory both the qualitative and quantitative status of inventory. 
["Study on Army Aspects ... ," U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, 
1 June 1960, pp. D-6 - D-8. (S)]. 

89 . 
Msg, CHl\'lAAG Indochina to CNA, MG125A 100810A February 1955, 

DA-IN-117629 (S). JCS Histo~. 
90 

Memorandum forSECDEF, "Raising U.S. Military Personnel Ceiling 
of MAAG Vietnam," 9 December 1955 (S). 

91 
Letter, SECDEF to SECSTATE, 13 December 1956 (S). 

92 . 
Memorandum f6r SECDEF from ASD(ISA), 25 January 1956; letter, 

SECDEF to SECSTATE, January 31, 1956 (S). 

93 . ' _. - . 
See letter'- from Deputy Under Secretary of State to SE'CDEF dated 

1 May 1956 (S) ,vhich details restrictions on TERH as Hell as summarizing 
State Department vieHs regarding TEID-I. 

94TEID-1 per se ',vas disbanded and its personnel assigned to }-li\AG in 
1960. By some TERM ,vas labelled a "subterfuge " from the mi litary point 
of vie,v (s ee "Study on Army Aspects ... " pp. D-1FF); that it ,.;ras probably 
als6 a useful subterfuge'from an intelligence point of vieH is revealed 
by Allen H. Dulles' strong endorsement of SECDEF ' s de s ire to augment 1-'LA.AG 
Vietnam, Hhich concludes his statement regarding the nee~ for additional 
CIA slots under military cover in Vietnam. Memorandum for SECSTATE from 
Director, CIA , 16 December 1955 (S). 

95 .. 
JC§-..J:IJ.s tory. 

96 . -
t-1AAG Country Statement for Vietnam and Laos as of 31 December 1955 

! (S). Italics added. 

97. "'1AA 1 v~z. l' G statements: "Pennanent reorganization ... a ong U.S. lines 
and associated regroupment is not yet completeI' (31 December 1955); 
"Continuing reorganiza t ion and regroupmei1t ... along U. S. 1 ines. . .. The 
reorganization and realignment of the logistical base upon U.S. lines has 
been s 101·, .... " (30 June 1956); ItHhile cont iouing reorganization and training 
along U.S. lines .... " (12 Dece;11ber 1956); "Reorganization of the Vietnames e 
Army along U.S. li~es is progressing but is not yet complete .... " (30 June 
1957); "Reorganization of the Vietnames~ Army along U.S. lines is progressing 
but is not yet complete .... TOE's and m's for ARVN units have been pre-
pared by HM~G and fOri-l a rded to ARVN for reviel1. " (31 Decemb er 1957); "Hos t 
of the desirable elements of the United States system, as they apply to the 
Vietnamese Arme d Forces, will eventually be reflected in the proc edures used by 

Army." ( 2L, August 1958); "The tr:aining being conduct ed is generally along 'U.S. 
lines .... " (2 5 November 19~8 r;=:' :}.1=1·!Ci::c~ 1959). (All S). 

TOP SECR1T - Sens itive 



Declassified per Executive Order 13526, Section 3.3 
NND Project Number: NND 63316. By: NWD Date: 2011 

TOP SECRET - Sensitive 

98MAAG Vietnam Narrative. Statement, November 1958, revised to include ' 
all changes through 31 March 1959 (3). Apparently the NVA ~.,as excluded 
from this comparison. 

9911Preferab1y, t\.,ro U. S. advisory personnel should be assigned to each 
battalion size unit." f."IAAG Country Statement, 30 June 1956 (S). Authorized 
Advisor positions ,.,rere . as fo110Hs: 

AUTHORIZED NUMBER OF ADVISORS, AUTHORIZED STRENGTH PER UNIT 
[Source: Research Analysis Corporation, Cost Ana1y~js of Counterinsurgency 
Land Combat QQ..erations: Vietnam, 1957-1964 (U) Volume II, Appendix G, 
pp. 210-211, August 1967 (S)] 

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 

Corps 5 (5) 10 (5) 15 (5) 15 (5) 100 (33) 
Division 30 (3) 30 (3) 30 (3) 35 (5) 35 (5) 35 ( 4) 
Regiment 35 (1) 35 (1) 31 (1) 26 (1) 26 (1) 29 ( 1) 
Battalion 672( 7) 
Abn Brigade 1 (1) 1 (1) 1 (1) 1(1) 1 (1) 4 ( If) 
Ranger Co. 7 (7) 7 (7) 18 (. 5) 
Schools and Tng Centers 26 (6) 26 (6) 26(6) 22 (6) 22 (6) lf2( 3) 
Sectors 39 ( 1) 

Total 92 (11) 97(16) 98 (16) 106(25) 106 (25) 9}2 (53.5) 

Available information does not permit accounting for the balance of HAAG strengt) 
. for any of the years considered. According to RAC, "There are no data available 
on the actual number of U.S. Army advisors in the RVN before 30 November 1961." 

100HAAG Vietnam Narrative Statement, November 1958, revised to include 
'all changes through November 1959 (S). 

101Ibid . 

102 . ~t' . liThe fact that the army marched, as .L vlere) on ~ts Counterpart 
Fund did not 'secute its exclusion from politics after all, therefore, 
and in the end the army killed Ngo Dinh Diem v~len the U.S. suspended the 
CIP in ord er to bring him to his senses." Duncanson, ~.cit., p. 293. 

103 . . d' . fl' t . h t II •.. discipline Has affected by ~staste to ~n . ~c pun~s men on 
the slack or insubordinate and, with that, loss of face, so that such 
misdemeano rs as absence Hithout leave (outright desertion was race) and 
neglect to carry out operational orders became very common . II ~.', p. 290. 

104}1emorandunl , Dr. Ed,vard H. Heidner to Nr. Leland Barrot.ls, USOH, 
IIRecommenclat ion for American and Vietnamese Action Re Civil Security, II 

Octob er 11, 1955. 
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105NIE 63-56 (S). 

106}1AAG Country Statement for Vietnam as of 31 December 1956, pp. 12 .and IS' 
(S) . 

107MAAG Vietnam Country Statement for Vietn~l as of 31 December 1957 (S), 
p. 16. 

1081lReport on the Propos ed Organization of the I,a-\v Enforcement Agencies 
of the RVN," MSU Police Advisory Staff, Saigon, Vietnam, April 1956. 

109 . Despatch. Saigon to State 276. 4 January 1960 (S). 

110Despatch. Saigon to State, 400. 29 May 1959 (S). JCS History. 

ll1The best available account of the Civil Guard dispu~e is contained 
in John D. Montgomery, The Politics of Foreign Aid, pp. 64-70. 

112 
. PACOM Weekly Intelligence Digest ~0-58 (S)~ 

113page C-22 .. 

114 . 
Duncanson, £E.. c~t., p. 305 .. 

115S k' 1 ]. pea ~ng -in- 954, President Eisenhm"er gave e .oquent testJ.mony 
to this type of reasoning: "If you could \"in a big one, you ,",ould certainly 

a little one." (Quoted in Kaufmann, £E.. cit., p. 25). win 
116 . 

. PACOM Weekly Intelligence Digest, 18 Hay 1956 (S), p. 16. 

117Ibid . , p. 17. 

118 Report of the SHH , August 1954-August 1955 (S). This Nission, 
headed by then Colonel Edward Lansdale, USAF, was particularly concerned 
with unorthodox methods of combatting the Communists . Colonel Lansdale 
subs equently ~erved as a member of TRIM under O'Daniel, ~ut his activities 
were specialized. 

119 " e.g., Tactical unit personnel and equipment have been employed on 
numerous .occasions in the government's agricultural laid development program. 
civilian relocation and resettlement program and in pacificat i on and security 
missions. Such operations reduce the effectivenes~ of formal training 
progr ams .... The Civil Guard should eventually assume complete responsibility 
for internal security of the nation." HAAG Narrative Statement, Noveober 1958 (S), 
revised to include chanies through 31 March 1959 (S). 

120C . d 
ons~ er , for example, not only U.S. efforts to establish clear lines 

of authority from the. GVN to its armed forces, but also that no discussion has 
been found in the available data per taining to the desirability of a comp lete 
tri-s ervice establishment, co:nplete ,dth a Narine Corps. 

121 . . 
Arn~ __ ~nfo~~tion Qig~~~, November 1960, pp. 36 -37. 
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122 l1Why U.S. is Losing in Vietnam,lI U.S. Neus and Hor1d Report, 
November 9, 1964, p. 64. 

123 . ... 
"The Practical Demands of MAAG," Lt. Genera l Samuel T. Williams, 

Military Revieu, Vol. 41, No.7, July 1961, p. 7. 

124Duncanson, £E. cit., p. 293. 

125John Mecklin, Mission in Torment , p. 12. 

126Cos t Analysis of Counterinsurgency Land Combat Operations: VietnMl 
1957-1964 CU), Research Analysis Corporation, RAC lD-232, August 1967. 
Vol. II, pp. 54-56. 

127" ._-- -
The Armored School South Vietnam," Armor, J anuary-February 1958, ' 

pp. 42-43; also HAAG Country Statement for Vietnam and Laos as of 
31 December 1955, p. '23 (S). 

128" 
For some reason," wrote ' General Samue l T. Williams," many advisors 

seem more ready to assist in draHing up division and corps problems than 
they are in building and supervising problems for the smaller unit." 
Military Revie,v, Vol. 41, July 1961,p. 13. 

. . 
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