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COLLISION

BLACKOUT

HUNG UP
IN TREE

- BAD Fall

ARTIFICLLL
RESPTRATION

FOUND BY
HELP

OFF ON &
BICYCLE

Over LiVAL about 50 ME 109's appearec, We dropped our belly-
‘tanks and bombs and prepared to attacke I nade a left turn to follow
ny squadron leader, and at that roment a yellow nosec P=30 came fron
belowe I saw him too late, and his right wing hit ny right wing as
he passed. Part of my wing was torn off, and ny aileron controls
were knocked out, My ship fell, went into a spin, and 1 told my
leader that I was bailing oute I got my canopy off; but my dinghy
caught on the radio cenopy,-and I couldn't get oute Finally, as I
hit the clouds at about 5000 feet, the dinghy tore fres, and I
fell out. I pulled the ripeord at oneg, hlacked oub, and cae %o
as I broke through the base of the clouds at 1500 feet, If chute
settled over two pine trees: in o forest, and I swung betieen then
30 or 40 febt from the ground. I tried to swing myself to ome of
the trees; but, since my shrouds began to #ear, I stopped that
attenpt, unloosened my harness, and hanging by my hands let nyself
drope ¥

I landed on my backe The wind was knocked cut of mc and ny
ribs were injured, For 20 minutes I .was unable to move; but at last
brought nyself around by nassaging wy diaphregme I then went east-
watds, dropping my mae «west and helmet ot intervels of 50 yards,
back-tracked to my chute, ani then moved off to the north=ieste
I passed two farmhouses in the woods, anc a8 I approacned the third
I saw five farmers who werc obviously cearching for some onse Not
knowing whether they were friendly or not, I dropped in wy trackse
They soon found me, however; and when they asked whethor I was
American I declared myself and by means of my phrasg-corc asked ‘
thein for clothes, These they brought me from the house; and then,

since we heard voices snd the barkKing of dogs not far away, they
led me some six miles through the woods to another housc, There

they told me that I should have to remain until the war -was oVel's
I protested and asked for some one who could speak Inglishe '

That evening they brought an English-spesking man vho took me
to his home in a village not far away, He wanted me to remain with
him, but I told him that I had to get back to duty. For two days
I stayed in bed. On the morning of the third day I saw from my
window two German soldiers prowling about thc street; and so
I decided that it was time for me to go. That afternoon iy host
gave me o suit of clothes, money, some, food, and his bicyclo, and
I set out. 25 ,

At 2000 hours my rear tire went flat just as' I was passing

* through a town which was full of SS t'r;o'ops. T went into a shop

on the outskirts of torm which I had mistaken for a tirc shops

As soon as I told the people there that I was an American Ghey
Sent for & woman who spoke some English, She took my tire out to
have it ropaired, snd the people in the shop fed me and bthon put
me into a garage vwhere I spent the night on a pile of strave
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1I0Rs TIRE I left my helpers at 0700 hours the next morning and. cycled

TROUBLS 211 day along a road that was being used by German coluimse I had
trouble with my tire 211 day, and at 2000 hours it wenlt flot

FOOD 4IND boyond repair, I went into a farn by the side of the road, and -

LODGING the farmer when I declarcd myself fed me epd took no to another

farm in the hills, There I was put up for the night. The next
norning I wolked into towm and at a repair shop persualod the
proprictor to scll me the tirc from his cwn bicyclc, the only tire he

had, for which I had to pay heavily, .
STTLL MORE Without further incident I rode until 1400 hours, Thcn as I
TIRE TROUBLEL was entoring a large town my rear tire blew out agoine I welked

through the towm and on its southern edge stopped at o service station
where I saw that the attendant was alongg When I told hiia that I

wos on American aviator he closed the door and shook hands ith ne.

He repaired my inncr tube; but the casing of the tire wos ripped,
and he could do nothing with it, So I told hin to hold. the bicyck
vwihile I went for another tire, .

ONL “aY TO T walked back intoc the town and waited outside of o cafe until

GET 4 TIRE a Gerrsn soldicr rode up on 2 bicycle and entered the bulldingg
IN FRANCE Then I took his bicycle and rode back to my service stations Thore

T found to ny disgust that the German's tires were the wrong size

for iy bicycle, So I went to another cafc and sat on o stoD

waiting for snother German, After five minutes one dpova ) and
porked his bicycle, but instead of entering the cofe he coip over

and spoke to re. I hadn't the slightest notion what he wos sayingj
and so I shrugred my shoulders ond said "non copris?, which was ;
abo t the full extent of ny Frenchy Ho &hereupon took ous o cigarobloe
and flicked the end of it, I pulled a box of mabchos out of ny
pocket, struck one, and hglding the revtch and the box in iy -cuppod .
hands reached up to light his cigarctieg Only thon cic I notice

Mizdc in Bngland" staring at re from the cover of the boxe - LI
expected the Gertan to see the label whicgh I was holding before his
face, ond I was polsed to kick him in the groin ond run if he should
roke o novenent of recognition; but he finished 1i hting i
cigarette, said "merci", and went into the cafe, I woited until

I thought that he would be safely settled with his bocXe Then I

took his bicycle and rode back ot ny service statione .

When I recched the station, I found several other ion there with

JOTRNEY the proprictor. He told me thet I needntt try %o ride on o Spain,
ARRANGED for he had found help for me, Fron there my Journey was arrangcde
Campiled by ; Lpproved by ;
. R - H S
hianab & Ul gl oo , wd Fet]
HAROLD F CHERNISS ' ' W S HoLT
' S/Sergeant £ Al Lt Col, O

Commaading,
"t DISTRIBUT ION

A

ALPPENDIX "D

1. ATDS BOX: I used the chocolate bar, the milk (as salve), the
ratohes, adhesive tape, chewing gum, wobor bottle,
and sewing kit, The water bottle was unsatisfactory.

2. PURSE: I had o red purse, I used the map of France, spont the
2000 French frencs for bicycle tires, fo0ts Hne Wince

3, CHOTOGRAPHS: I had 12 photographs, but thoy waIv not used,

becausc I had no papers-uedey
L. LECTURES: I heard S-2 officers of Wing, Groupy o SQudran ...
lecture on evasion during tho 1onthe I¥o: ilareh %0 -

June 1940,

.....
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JPPENDIX "B" TO B .ND ¥ RiPORT NO, 917

1., The following information has been obtained in en interview with
an officer who evaded capturc in enemy occupied territory.

9, Further circulation of this information may be made, but in that
‘case it is- important that any detoils as to the source pre not Civilicds

Staterient of infornation covering period fron 27 July 194
4 to 10 August 1944

o -Informant saw a Panzer division parked on RN 159 between S.BLi and
TOURS on the norning of 31 July while a P-38 group wes engoged in
' dive-~borbing between IL.: FLECHE and CHATEAU-L..-V.LLTERE, There wene
50 five-ton trucks, 30 scout cars, and 25 tanks pulled over ta -the
side of thc highway, all very well comouflaged with boughs ond a
great deal of forn. No guns werc manned, and all the persommel had
dismounted end taken cover in slit trenches which had been dug all
along the highway. The colunn was not cbserved by the P=3Ca

be 4t 1300 hours on 31 July informent saw in L. FLUCHE five nonlile machine
shops of a Panzer division all painted with the Red Cross, There
were also two scout cars painted white with Red Crosses supoerinposeds
The soldiers in those scout cars were not Red Cross porsomnols They
wore the regular field~grey uniforms and werc carrying infontry
weapons.

Ce On 1 August TOURS was full of SS troops and Milicc Froncoiscs 41l

: the bridges were guarded at either end by German scluiors arnied with
light machine guns and hand-grenades. The bridge which carries
RN 159 from CHATBAU-L.-V.ILIERE into TOURS (i.¢. PONT WILSQN) wes
blown aut and all traffic, both military snd civilian, wos detourec
westwards on a road along the northern bank of the LOIEE o cross
at ST CYR SUR LOIRE. On the banks of thc CIiR near the bridge which
cerrics RN 10 out of TOURS there were a grent nany k. erplaconents
both heavy and light. (Observ-tion, 1 August 194k)



ifppe C #2
M, VI4N is about 5%, 50 years old, ####} has dark eyes and a wrimkled face;
Mue., VIAV is in her early forties, has dark hair and eyes, end is very
attrective; they have a daughter of 15 and a son of 8 years, At their house
a man ## end his wife who were dimner guests. They took Bamks by car to

BARROU ( 18 kms ESE of Chatellereult) to the famm of a men who is administrator

of deiry products in the district, He and his wife have a 20 year old son
who is in the maguis, and they told Banks that they would take him to that
maquis, They kept Banks until 3 gugust and them took him to the farm
owned by the mother of tlie woman who with her busband had brought him from
LA HAYE DESCARTES to BARROU, #fter a few hours here the dairy products f#¥ii###
administrater led Banks & mile up the road amnd there hid with him. Preseatly
a car drove up, There were in it six maquisards dressed in Briish battle
dress and ammed with a bazooka and five Sten guns, They took Banks to the
camp where he mt the French captain and the interpreter, BERISTEIN , whe has’
lost two fingers and the thumb eof his left hamd , From here Banks was taken
to the magquis H Q ## on the western outskirts of ST BARBANT (22 kms NE of
CONFOLENS), There he met C#pt. Samels and was taken to the British
SiS camp, On 6 August Banks went with Capt. Semels and his party to level
a field NE of VILLEMORT, and after Capt. Sammels and the group with him
left by 4/C Banks and the others who had to wait stayed with Capte. Gill at
a maguis camp 15 kms S of Villemort., On 10 August at 0115 hrs a C47 landed at

the same field and picked up Banks, four other gmericans, and three Britoms.

gz:z— arrived atNorthamptom at 0500 hrs and Banks proceeded to 63 Brook St.,
Ollo



1t. Banks
#pp Ce

dols :
Lt. Banks landed om 27 MA 194} near STE SUZANNE ( 28 kms

N of SABLE SUR SARTHE, Five farmers picked him up and turned him over

to{ DR, LENORMAND of STS. SUZANNE . The doctor is about 25 years old, 5'2»,

130 1bs., has) brown hair and light grey or blue eyes. Dr. Lenormand took
banks to his home in Ste., Suzemne and wanted to keep hi.m until the Allies

overtook him; but Banks insisted on meking his way back at once, and when
Dr. Lenormand brought two men firom the underground organization who said that
they would get in touch with am English cclonel who would arrenge to get
Banks out: by air Banks refused to give them more than two days to bring him

an answer though they said that they would meed four. On 30 Angust, since
Banks insisted on trying to make his way to Spain, Dr. Lenormend gave him

a new suit of clothes, 5000 fremes, some food, and a bicycle. H¥/¢IiNsd sy

SABLE SUR SARTHE
Banks then cycled to FA/WNF¢NE where he stopped at a shoe shop and was

taken in by & gouple about 50 years old(the men was 5°'5% tall, weighed about

240 1bs., and had a goatee and moustache), This couple fed him, let him
gldep in their garage, and got a woman who lived near to them to take his
bicycle tyre out to be repaired,
With some further occasional aid Banka cycled on to TOURS, There he
stopped et an automobile service station in the #ghiflig# southern part of the
city on the road to POITIERS. The proprietor, a member of the resistance

movement, called in a group of six men, who took Banks by amtomobile to
the home of M, & Mme, VIAN in LA HAYE DESCARTES (21 kms NE of

Chatellerault, Vienne) M=%






Lt. Banks

Appe D

#4ids Box; I used the chocolate bar, the milk( as -:‘xfn.’v:’ )e the matches,
adhesive tape, chewing gum, water bottle, and swing.kit.
The water bottle was un:tisfactorye
Purse; I bad a red purse., I used the map of France @ spent the 2000 Fremeh
francs for bicjele tires, food, and wine,

Photographs: I had 12 photographs, but #j#fl they were not used, because I
had no papers made,

Lectures; I heard S 2 officers of Wing, Group , and Squadron lecture
on evasion during the months from March to Jume 1944.

\/



Lt. Banks
Appe. B

A) Informant saw a @ner division parked om RN 159 between SABLE and TOURS
## on the morning of 31 July while a P 38 group was engaged in dive-bombing
between LA FLECHE #§ end CHATEAU-LA-VALLIERE. There were 50 R five-ton
trucks, 30 scout cars, and 25 tanks pulled over to the side of the
highway, all ##¥ very well camouflaged with boughs and a great deal of
fern, No gums were menned, and all the personnel had dismounted and taken
cover in slit trenches which had been dug all along the highway. The
column was not observed by the P-38s.

B) &t 1300 hrs omn 31 July informant saw in LA FLECHE five mobile machine
shops of agmzer division all painted with the Red Cross. There were also
two scout cars painted white with Red Crosses superimposed. The soldiers in

these scout cars were not Red Cross personnel, They wore the regular
field-grey uniforms and were carrying infantry weapons,

C) On lamgust TOURS was full of S S troops and Milice Frangaise. 411 the
bridges were guarded at either end by Germen soldiers armed with light
machine guns end hand-grenades, The bridge which carries R N 159 from
CHATEAU LA VALLIERE into TOURS ( i.e. PONT WILSON) was blown out and all
treffic, both military and civilian, was detoured ## westwards on a

road along the northerm bank of the Loire to eross at ST CYR SUR LOIRE.

On the banks of the CHER near the bridge which carries R N 10 out of
TOURS there Wi## were a great many A A emplacements both heavy and light,

(Observation, 1 August 194))
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ONE WAY TO I walked back into the town and waited ##fid##h outside
GET A TIRE
IN FRANCE of a cafe until a Germen soldier rode up on & bicycle and

exbered the building. Then I took his bicyele and rode back %o
my service station, There I found to my disgust that the German's
tires were the wrong size for my bicyele. FiARfEpiié? so I
went to amother cafe and sat on a step waiting for another
German, After five minutes ome drove up and perked his

bicycle, but instead of entering the cafe he came over F#ifi$
and spoke to me. I hadn't the slightest motiom what he was
saying; and so I shrugged my shoulders and said "rom compris*,
which was about the full extent of my French, He thereupon toock
out a cigarette and flicked the end of it. I pulled a box of
matches out of my pocket, struck one, and holding the match and
the box in my eupped hands reached up to light his cigarette.
Only them did I notice "Made in England® staring at me from
the cover of the box., I expected the German to F¥#diHi# see the
label which I was holding before his face, and I was poised

to kick him in the groin and run if he should make a movemcnt
of reognition; but he finished lighting his cigarette, said
*merci®, and went into the cafe, I waited until I thought that
he would be safely settled with his beerkzt.::l:hia bimlqi and
rode back to my service stationm.

When I reached the station I found several other men
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there with the Af##EdsNs44## proprietor. He told me that I

needn't try to ride on to Spaim, for he had found help for me.

JOURNEY
ARRANGED From there my journey was arranged.

Tiphos
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Lt. Banks,

m%mwm. Over

lLaval about 50 ME 109;. appeared, We dropped our belly-tanks and

bombs apd prepared to attack. I made a left turn to follow my vaquadron

leader, and at that moment a yellow nose{ P-38 came from below .
COLLISION -elimbing-into-the-sum. I saw him too late, and his right wing hit

my right wing as he passed, Part of my wing was torn off, and my

aileron controls were knocked out. My ship fell eff-em—the left—

LY l(
¥ went into a apin, ‘I told my leader that

I was bailing out, I got my canopy off; but my dinghy caught on the
vadio canopy,and I couldn't get out, Finally, as I hit the clouds at
about 5000 feet, the dinghy tore free,and I fell out, I pulled the
BLACKOUT ripecord at once, blacked out, and came to as I broke through the
| base of the clouds at 1500 feet. My chute ##iihf settled over two
UP pine trees in a forest, and I smung between them 30 or 40 feet from
g o the ground, I tried to swing myself to onme of the trees; but, since
my shrouds began to tear, I stopped that attempt, unloosened my
harness, and hanging by my hands let myself drop.
BAD FALL Ilndedonwback.z;&wim#mknockedoutormmd
my ribs were injured, For 20 minutes I was unable to move; but at last
ARTIFICIAL
RESPIRATIONZ brought myself around by massaging my diaphragn I then went

eastwards, dropping my meewest and helmet at imtervals of 50 yards,



back-tracked to my chute, and them moved off to the morth-west,
I passed two farmhouses in the woods, and as I approached the
third I saw five farmers who were obviously searching ### for
some one, Not knowing whether they were friemdly or mot, I
FOUND BY dropped in my ###¥# tracks., They soon found me, however; and
when they asked whether I was jmerican I declared myself and W§
by means of my phrase-card asked them for clothes, These they
brought me from the house; and them, since we heard wicea and #H
the barking of dogs mot far away, they led me some six miles
through the woods to another house, There they told me that
I should have to remain until the war was over, I Fidisé
protea:tdj and asked for some ome who could speak English,
That evening they brought an English-speaking man who
took me to his home in a village j### not far away, He wanted
BAGER-TO me to remain with him, but I told him that I had to get back
| to duty. For two days I stayed in bed, On the morning of the
third day I saw from my window two Germen soldiers prowling
about the $treet; and so I decided that it was time for me to
g0 That afternoon my hosﬁ'gave me & auit of clothes, morey,

OFF ON 4
BICYCLE some food, and his bicycle,and I set out,

At 2000 hrs my rear tire went flat just as I was passing
through a town which was full of SS troops. I went into a shop

on the outskirts of town which I had mistaken for a tire shop,
As soom @as I told the people there that I was an Amwerican they



FOOD AND
TIRE -BEPAIRS

MORE

TROUBLE

FOOD AND
LODGING

STILL MORE
TIRE
TROUBLE

sent for a woman who spoke some English, She took my tire out
to have it repaired, and the people in the shop fed me and |
then put me into a gerage where I spent the night on a pile of

straw,
I left my helpers at 0700 hrs the next morning and

cycled all day along & road that was being used by German
eolumns, I hed trouble with my tire all day, and at 2000 hrs it
went flat beyond repair, I weant into a farm by the side of the
roady and the farmer whem I declared myself fed me and F#f thea
took me to amother farm in the hills thwee-miles—from s suall-Sewm,
There I #§f was put up g for the night, The next morming I
walked into town i and at a repair shop persuaded the proprietor
to sell me the tire from his own bieycle, the only tire he had,
for which I had to pay heavily.
### Without further incident I rode until 1400 hrs. Them
as I was fii## entering a large ##f# town my rear tire blew out
again, I walked through the town and on its southerm edge atopped
at a service station where I saw that the attendant was alone,
When I told him thatl was an 4merican aviator he closed the
door and shook hands with me, He repaired my imner tube; but
the casing of the tire was ripped, and he could do nothing with
it So I told him to hold the bicyele while I weat fofanother

tire.
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RESTRICTED :

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 48) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

70: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

3 Publieation or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in

a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases,

= Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communiecations to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

8. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corr organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-

sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Noy 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

2: a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
b You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
¢ You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures.
«  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, inlettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par, 4.
e No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corr ding or ization in the

theater.
GERTIFIGATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

T understand that any information concerning my escape or eua.sl.on. from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corr or ization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-44/2M/22472
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be 1€ not, why?
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st i cGane.,. 1o chi ldren 7 ;
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If so, which of the following itcms in the purse did you usc?

ibps, Which oes? Map of Frawce
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER OFf OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY
OFFICE COF THE A. C. OF 8., G=2

TO WHCM IT MAY CONCERN:

HTRERY CERTIFY that I have known snd have been associated with

prior 4o his being reported miseing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose siznature and right thumb print appeer hercon is the individual

o Flo

referred toc obove,.

RIGHT THUMB PRINT: (;x

The individual whose signoture ond right thumb print appear hereon

has been identifiesd to the satisfection of this office as

7~  SPECIAL A‘Ju'lﬂ Pk

CONFIDERTIAL™™



CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER COf OPERATIONS 7/ 7
UNITED STATES ARMY
OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF 8., G=2

TO WOCM IT MAY CONCERN®

Iy

DAVID GEORGE KINO, Flying Officer, RAFVR, 138371
HTRERY OERTIFY +that I have known and have been associated. with

WILLIAM HENRY BANKS, fst Lt., AC, 0-748874

prior to his being reported miseing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose¢ signeture and right thumb print appear hercon is the individual -

8500 Pl

referred to above.

hitl... ﬂ/ma/ M

RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

The individual whose signhture omd rizht thumb print eppeer hereon

hag been identificd to the satisfaction of this office as

previously rcported missing in action over enemy territory.

Vs
F. S. VERITY SPECTAL AGE&J%U.I.O.

CONHDENTIAL
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