




















SECRET A0
HEADQUARTERS I r/‘)}”
E&H REPORT NO. 261 EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS /{'
EVASION IN FRANCE B/W and X Detachment "S
Military Intelligence Service
3 July 1944
TARGET: TrewTeR Swesp
C R CLONTS, Jr, lst Lj. O=794204 MIA: 8 May 1944
(1 Misss,on) \ Arrived in UK:
506 Fighter Squadron, 4Ok Fighter Group - 22 June 194k
Shee down I was tail end Charlie in a formatlon of ten flghtera. As we made a turn,

I was Jjumped by an FW, g ,
-acticne, The first burst h:.t my elevator controls and I—e#ea-ted.dom. I
received four more bursts before I was able to ba11 out at 10 000 f‘eet. I
delayed my Jjump to less than 1000 feety = R
c”"' y bsumanm_oﬂ.a_chmeh—steepLe. I landed on my back in a vheat field, did ——
“a somersault,and wes dragged-in the wind before I could get to my feet ;a.nd Q
spill the chute. I was badly daz d but I later 1ea.rn hat a group LT freesp
98131-‘ Jomp watching from only a mile awe,y%aj b With my chu‘be in my
arms I ran to the woods without stopping to get out of my harness,

_—E-£3ynd an old hole full of leaves. Larefully removing the leaves-from-
Hideg 3he_bottonm of the hols, I Lhee) A8 F Chma‘hw.ozaa_mﬂ.hej.m&.&r—l—r/
CQl)'W'men‘t 2lopaed open. my dinghy ooking 9T, 685 no T and b :?_.7: e
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cauipmen e xsn &G e bottom on the hole
I—staz‘tetr §oufh f:nrough a viheat Fielad and up & hlII“‘tU‘mwhor woods, Trom
which I saw three Germans coming along a nearby road. @~ I dropped éema-
inke dreinage uitchreﬁ—the—efes-#—ef—tbe—h&huntll they had passed, Soon affer-
- wards two more Germans came by on bicycless _I craWfed 60 feet to a pile of
E with a good view Jf the surrounalng area.aa&l_stayeu here for the next 21 hours,
The brush was low and I did not dare move much,as the Gemmans patroled
#.2e8 1h the road until midnight. It was bltterly cold and I had reason to be thankful
QrusSh for my GI 1ong handl-es. W°°"'°€o

m (‘j .‘ e had ‘been brlefed that walklng through thc flelds

g Tin d'é';;r'i:une ¥ safe, I waited until noon,however, wihen I thought evem
e o one would be eating, bef‘ore setting out. After walhng a mile T pulled out

ny escspe map, and was soon able to locate

myself by studying the nearby ri ST, .,I went on until I came to a village in a

valley, I lay on the hillside &Jit,as I wanted to avoid asking for

help where there were children, At 1600 hours an elderly couple went out

to work in their vegetable garden. I watched them for an hour and ien

approached them for food, I could not make myself understood until I pulled

out my language carde They gave me bread and w1ne, but said théy could not

give me civilian clothes or any further help, I retired to the woods,

That evening I decided to appreach the village priest ,osmiiays - I Started
toward the rectory,but got into a private garden by mistake. An old men
saw mejand quickly closed the gate so that I could not get out. I tdok out
my language card and exgained who I was, He then took me into his house wiere
his wife fed me bread and eggs, although she was much more frightened than
pleased to see me, I had no sooner finished eating them the old man motioned
me to follow him 4 A ter leading me for some distance, he
stopped and pointed to two farms andg,using my language cardy/made i% clear
that I could find clothn.ng at either place, but that I must stay hidden until
2200 hours,

When the time came I found the gate locked, but crawled ower the wall
e eas;lgt—oaeagh and knocked, The woman who opened the door was very Irightened,
Cwnt'an e -Again I took out my languagé card,and she
Clothes seened to relax, An o0ld woman Joined us, e looked at the card and book me

in immediately. I was soon.fed and dressed in civilian clothes, The old

lady then gave me a quilt and fook me out to the barn the /
e D GRS

The next mox;ninﬁl could see that definite attempts were being made to

take care of me 'so I lay there and waitede At noon I was brought a note
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seying that I was in good hands. From then on all thé.t was requiréd of msfj
was patience, v - 772 1

When we started walking over the mountains we were sesn. joined by a
band of Jeyish refugees. Our mountain guide had made a finhncil” arrangement
to take thep across unknown to the petriots who had been helping the" °~
Allied airmen in the party.. There was a girl of eighteen, two women over

forty and two old men, afengst their group. It was suggested that we carry
the luggage of these five people,as we were't Ke& ng light is-preparation.

el jbusd i 0ssi e did, 8 was a mistake, far

we had,little food,and the guide orly gave us one meal during the g three=
day trip through the clouds, - Thi@ luggage added to the strain, and while
the refugees had an ample supply -of food, they would‘.z'lot 'share it 2 ‘The
uigebha‘gﬂt £pepd most of his time keeping order emonged tils wadiscinlined-
@Q—\Mﬁ—é‘?ﬁi&s P ! i 4 in making ‘them be quiet when we
pas_secf through danger areasd fi reached Spain and were glad %o be
arrested, e o It was another thirteen hours, ™
however before the police treated us to a meal of boiled pdtatoss, °

3 ' Approved by

- W S'HOLT < 2°
' Lt Col, AC ~
Commanding
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On 8 May a radar station was observed approximately 5 miles SW SOISSﬁNS. It is the _
large round type énd stands on the flat top of a hill. ‘A power line runs
up one side of the hill to it, ’ P 4] 45 3

On 26 May two IE 10975 w served making a landing approach at an sirfield
ap_proximately} mileé\ ¥ ' S of S3curges.

A brief observation of the LI BOURGET airdrome on 23 May revealed no damege. £
From 8 to 16 May ME 109's and FW 190's were observed at 21 hours flying west down - d
the vglley at SOISSONS, A few JU 22's were also observed, From 16 to 23 May, one

CONDEAR was observed flying toward PARIS and at 2100 hours: several JU 52%s flew west
down ‘the valley at minimum altitude. Ope ME 210 or 410 was observed over SOISSONS
during this period, SR

On 25 May bomb damage to the marshalling yards 10 mi S PARIS was observeds A ood
Job had been done s tracks, goods cars, several,steam enginés and electric installation
were demolisheds The yards seem to have been-full of freight at the tims of the

‘bombing,

On 26 May bomb damage in the TOULQUSE area was observed. The main part «of the
chemical plant had not been touched, . One bomb had taken out about 20 feet of the
double track rozd bridge., 4 single track was back in operation, but the train
had to move very Slowly. One end of the highway bridge received a direct hit,
but coulc be repaired, Many houses o;: the north side of the river had been demolished
and more had,;oe:en destroyed W of the RR than E of it, ' Grits A T
e ofF ! ool ces T
On 27 May W,T.RBES and E &AU 3 HE 117's were observed going itxto-‘land-ata field
N of the RR. On the field 2 Mz 109's and one 1E 110 were observed. 2¢0ther aircraft

observed on the field could not be identified, “be 2

Hearsay 29 May at PAU that one airfield had been bombed out of operation, but that
the other was still functioning, During 4 days at PAU no more than one ME 309 was
observed at’a time., Bi-planes in- and a group eof 4 training planes,
possib]_,y HE 112'5).‘6\/0:"‘ Sean /{70.—»; i~ e @rea ., ’






A8+ Hearsay anggobservation on 21 May that there is at least one flak gun at
CHAVIGNY N, SJSS0NS. The flak bursts in the air between 10 »000 and 12,000
feet, See in sketch attached, More AA guns, probably four, were observed
firing on 9 May in area X t(: sketch attached,

h, Hearsay in early liay that World War fortifications centering around CROUY sre
JJ{ under repair and reconstruction., 2000 Germans were brought intg work on the
project in April, Civilians living, N of the AISNE were given hours %o
evacuate their ’120 €S, e aept N, SOISSONS Jof the area of evacmation is not :
knowne This—23%83 extends $m—width from the AISNE to the LAON road and probably
to the CHAUNY road, The fortifications begin E of the CHAUNY Road., See sketch
attached,

,a\i. The RR between SOISSONS and PARIS was closed to civilian traffic during the month
of May. Civilians must take a local train to COMPIEGNE and then change for PARTS,

APPENDIX "D"

chewing gum to relieve my thirstlw d it

also helped to steady my nerves. I used the compass in the mountains
"to keep a check on the guide, meﬁein the mountains
ooy 5t 1t vas clunsy to calry s sr-the-suboer gave EHE VAT & foerh

1, AIDS BOX: i—-geané—tha-t @hewing Horlicks made me feelvmuch-.be“tta;%ed the

2. PURSE: I carried a red purse and used the maps and money.
3¢ PHOTOGRAPHS: I carried twelve photographs and used two of them,

4o LECTURES: I was lectured on evasion at liyrtle Beach, SC,and at base in England,
I found the lectures valuable because they taught me to delay my
Jumpeamé I attribute my evasion to that and nothing else, The
lecturers also told me to wear GI shoes and carry extra sockse, I
did and # had no blisters,

S« OSUGGESTIONS: My advice is to hide immediately and get away later,
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SUBJECT: Safeguarding of PAV Information,
T0 ; Personnel. concerned,

e Tt is tne duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might,
e:Li:he: direcily or indirectly, be useful to the enemy.

2, It is an offense, carxying heavy penalties, to publish or to communicate
. fo any vunau*'homzed person any information which might be useful to the cnemy.

3.  Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful
tu the enenq,_ and a danger to youf friends, It is therelore SECRET.

L. 4. You must therefore not disclose, except to the first i{ilitary Attache
to whom you report, .or to an officer designated by the Commandl g, Gencral of
the Theater of QOperations:

(1 g-"rhe names of those who helped you,

+(2) The method by which you escaped or cvaded,

(3) The route you followed,

(i) Any other facts concerning your eXperience,

You must be particularly on your guard with persons roprese enting the press,
. You must give no account of your cxperiences in books, newspapers,
criodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures,

. Youumst give no information to anyone, irrcspective of nationality, in
etters or in conversation, exccpt as specifically dircected in Tar. 4a, .
. lio leéctures or reporte are to be given to any unit without the permission
* the War or Navy Departments

o‘t.o"

By commend oi Licutcnant Generol EISEIHOVER:

(signed) RALPH PULSIFER,
Colone:l., 1'\.GD, ASS"b. .Aa-Jc Gen,

CERTIFICATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it,

I undcrstand that any information concerning riy escape or gvasion from
capture iz SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyonc other than the American
I‘ﬁll.l.tdiy Atfache to whom I first report, or an oﬁ icer designated by the

tormanding General of the Theetur of Operations, T understand thot dis- .
closure to.onyone else will mekc me liable to disciplinary acticn,

Heme (rint) Cﬁicl e < 5 g ﬂt‘lﬁl u}.gnedM ('ZM;&
Rank @7‘4;1 S.N.__2-2942°% Date,_ 37!”& ‘741 177

ya & A4, LS5 éﬁ, » Mnc.:slm{.\p L Vh\ PY/

= i HORACE W, FORSTER, ' -
Colonel, G.s.C.,

Us'Sa Mll Lia. Off,

~w—
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CONFIDEN.TAL cowunmsss

EUROPEAN THEATER OF CPERATIONS fj) el
UNITED STATES ARMY S P
OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF S., G=2 5 #

DATE: 24 June 1944

TO _WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

¢ o8 THOMAS R. LIICHFIELD, JR., Capt., AC, 0-661339

hereby certify that I have known and have been associated with

chLES Rb Gms, JR.’ l‘t Lt.i Acl 0“794204

prior to his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above.

The individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon
has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as CHARLES R, CLONTS, JR.,

lst Lt., AC, 0-794204 (506 Fighter Bomb Squadron - 404 Fighter Bomb Group)

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

ol

J. B LL,SPECIAL AGENT, C.I.C.

CONFIDENTIAL







RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1 Publication or communieation to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

s Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of -Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or

communieate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly r ible for all stat t
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the cir ces of their experiences in escape. evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corr or: ization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and i matters.

3. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations,

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructxons concerning Publicity in G tion with E d Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRIET.

2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D,

(1) The names of those who helped you.

(2) 'The method by which you escaped or evaded.

(3) The route you followed.

(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
[ You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures.
o You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
e  No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corr ding or ization in the

theater.
GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Department, the corr ding or jon in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

NostotBrtue) . G 2oardes Pf/opf_s Tv.

Rank _,[1‘?.‘.‘;11_ ________________ AL SN [ o ?1‘)’ 26’[

Unit 4/‘“1_?_‘{.51.,., P_ ...................................

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-44/2M/22472

RESTRICTED
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