RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-oceupied territory, internment in
a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2, Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or

communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly r ible for all stat t
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees Ehaﬂ not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corr ding or; ization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4, Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be

under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corr ding or iza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5 Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in C tion with E d Pri: of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

i Information about your eseape or your evasion from capture would be usefil to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.
2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
b You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
¢ You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures.
¢ You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.

¢ No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the
theater.

GERTIFIGATE
T have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

T understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I fivst report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.
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A direet hit by flak set our right engine on fire. After I had checked
, the sergeants out, Capt Aldrigge opened the bombbay and I jumped gff at

' 8000 feet followed by Lt Hanton. Just as I pulled the ripcord I heard an

0?&73(-,* ———explogion above me but I -was knoocked out —mme&r»%elyafter—.—ﬂwt—byva—%———
o™ o)
k*%‘&%““" _leg strap I had forgotten to fasten. I came to around 300 feet and counted

four chutes, one landing in a tree below me.

L Hit on g lowf/roofed barn and slid to the ground where I wa{remov:.ng my

chute when Lt Hanton ran up t.o me. We were going in search of the others

. but two Frenchmen joined us in the fields and we followed them into the woods
w"“":ui; z

f&s' ~ after they had warned 1;15‘\111"311;}7 Germans were in the area. -We—saw—a—small-group
-

S Our French frlends lef‘t us well hidden in the brush with no indication

— o
that t.hey would returna or help us any further. We sat there the rest of day

et el S Vs S e e and /.

© getting out of the defense zone. We travelled Sr“‘& PUT MAPS 804 SONNENPeN.
It -was & moonlight night so-m
——_when we found a secondary road.

had to get back in the fields. We knocked on the door of one house but the

people wouldn't talk to us andﬁ’a.n.da‘.ag—an-mpqv—ihgekkwe spent the rest of

the night there. n en -o-.‘pvy Sha & |

_next”
Mﬂxe:ximm Lgte dar the morm.ng we stopped at another house. The people

q
were frightened and gave us food)but while we were sating they got in“buggg and
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to ROUEN we follwed it for samqéistance, skirting small villages. We went to

a house on the edge of aﬁ.arge lilla.ge some time in the afternoon and though we
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got no hakm food the people .pointed out where the Gormans were concent rated imn
An this-sazea. We cut S and SE’s’c.aying away from the roads, and ran into
a small group of woodecutters- the friendlgst people we had met -pedk. They shared
their food and swapped some old clothing forp a‘égg of our unifararmf. The rest of
the day we walked on small roads, asking occasionally at houses for food but.
never getting it. Our feet were badly blistered that night when we crawled
into a&mxi abarn./ﬂW/ _

The next mAdning we wal ked toward STXSEENEXEKER ST SARNS and stumbled into
a large German camp, but fortunately we saw tho sentry first and turned away
begore we were noticed. At a farmhouse we were miven food, clean socks' and

ba'ridages for our blisters. We were at this house only a fow minutes because

“the people were nervous, but in spite of this they were very friendly. Our

confidence had increased enough now so that we walked on & main highway and felt
little nervousness when passing Germans.

We followed this main highway mmkxkx to the edge of a zmak large town
where we saw German soldiers checking papers of all the people on the road.
We turned xntmmmﬂ.x off the highway into a wood and asked a Frenchman we-
aston-epeth for food. He took us to his house where we waited for a man to
visit us. We were quostioned carefully and the rest of our journey was
arranged.

APPendix B:

a. lHvader heard that Resistance group in ROUEN area had a school where they
taught sabotage tactics. The main activity of this group had been the
destruction of locomotives. ,

Appendix D:
1. T used the Horlicks tablets and chocolate bﬁ,r(while hiding in the woods.
Used benzadreéne tablets when crossing EYRENERS- " Used adhesive tape for blisters.
Used compass, water bottle and sewing kit consaantly. -
2. I carried a R®D purse and used the maps, compass and money.
3. I carried passport photos and used one.
4 I was lectured on evasion in the States and at Group. The lectures were
valuable, €.ge) cOncerning where to look for help and how to travel through
the countrygide. ;
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AG 383.6 Ho, ETOUSA 49 octaber—49h-
< BJECT: Safeguarding of P/W Informations,
0 . Personnel concerned.

A o tne duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might,
cither directly or indirectly, be useful to the enemy.

2, It is an offense, carrying heavy penalties, to publish or to communicate
to any unauthorized person any information which might be useful to the cnemy.

3, Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It 18 therefare STCRET,

Yo 8, You must therefore not disclose, except to the first ifilitary Attache.
to whom you report,.or to an officer designated by the Commanding General of .
the Theater of QOperations:

1) The names of those who helped you.

23 The method by which you  :aped oF cvadedo

%) The route you followed.

L) Any other facts concerning your erperience, .
b,  You must be particula:ly on your guard with persaons—representing-the press,
> You must give no account® of vour experiences in books, NewWspapers,
sriodicals or in broadecaste o i- Tectures,
4, You must give no information to anyene. irrespective of nationality, in
Totters or in conversakion, except as specifically @ -ccted in Par, La,
¢ No lectures or reports are to Pe given to any ¢ - without the permission
of the War or Navy Departmente

e

By commend of Lisusenans General BISENHOWER:

(sizned) RALPH PULSIFER,
COlOl’Lej - A_C:D7 Assldb°_..ﬁdj~;, Gen; — = &

_CERTIFICATE
T have read the above and certify that T will comply with it,
T undcrstand that any ipformation conscrming my escape or evasion from
capture is SECRET and mist not be disclosed to anyone other than the American
Military Attache to whon I first report. o1 an officer designated by the

Commanding Gencral of the Theatoxr of Operatbions. T tnderstand that dis-
closure to anyone else Will/mpxc i€ 1. 11e ho disciplinary actilon.

Neme (Print) //cA% A/

P
Rankl 5o A8 N. (/X £ pate.
X '/ s -0 o7 = P
T o > ? 50 / - -
Unit T PR P G, R Witness
)
£ “ b "
.
LIAISON OFFICESS e
ONSULATE y &t e
> G <
U v
o7 Y
Y N
=3


















CONFIDEN &‘IAL HEADQUARTERS /

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS — 1/
UNITED STATES ARMY / (Z
OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF S., G-2
DATE: __16 June 1944
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
(75 EDWARD A. DAUGHERTY, Capt., AC, 0-905062

hereby certify that.I have known and have»been associated with

MERLIN K. BURGESS, Capt., AC, 0-404086

prior to his being repbrted missing in action over enemy territory.
The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above.

RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

S\¥he individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon

RN

has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as _MERLIN K, BURGESS,
Capt., 4G, 0-404086 (575 Bomb Squadron - 391 Bomb Group)

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

J. F. SPECIAL AGENT, C.I.C.

CONFIDENTIAL
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