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Two American Aces Lost
On Missions Over Europe

Major Walker M. Mahurin
The New York Times, 1943

Two of America’s seven leading
aces in the European theatre were
shot down in air combats March
27 when powerful formations of
American planes smashed nine
French air bases, the War Depart-

sages to the fliers’ families, The
United Press said.

They are Maj. Walker M. Ma-
hurin, 26 years of age, of Fort
Wayne, Ind., credited with twenty-
one planes, and Maj. Gerald John-
son, 24, of Owenton, Ky., credited
with eighteen victories.

Although the War Department’s

messages to Mrs. S. B. Johnson at
Owenton and Mrs. Guy Mahurin at
Fort Wayne did not disclose the
mission on which the two aces
were lost, air war records show
that on March 27 a 1,000 fighter
escort shepherded 900 bombers in
sweeps against nine German air
bases in France.
It was believed that Major Ma-
hurin may be a prisoner of war,
for one of his comrades in the
March 27 air battles forwarded in-
formation to Mrs. Mahurin that he
had seen the ace bail out of his
plane.

Major Mahurin for months held
the title of America’s leading ace
in the European theatre and added
to his fame Dec. 22 when he shot
down two Focke-Wulf 190’s within
two minutes while escorting Amer-
ican daylight bombers to northwest
Germany.

Major Johnson was one of the
pilots who proved that fighters
equipped with belly tanks could
hold their own against enemy
planes almost before the experts
had time to worry about it. On
the Eighth Air Forces’ first deep
penetration of Germany Aug. 17,
1943, when Regenspurg and

down three enemy planes—two
ME-109s and one ME-110.
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U.S. Thunderbolt|°
Ace Comes Back

Major =~ Walker — Mahurin,
Eighth Air Force jighter pilot,
who has been missing since
March 27; is reported back in
England, according to a Fort

il Wayne, Indiana, message from
ae| his mother. Mrs. Mahurin has |,
received a letter from her son lwo

d“‘%lel‘; saying that he is safe and back |dre
ipped| here; Mahurin has destroyed |be

91 German aircraft and is one |h~
| of America’s leading Thunder-
l bolt piléts. 4
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EsE 617: Major Walker M MAHURIN

ﬁ“) 3 we
Mla*—ﬁew as bomber escort for the raid &n ‘I'OURS and circled over the town
bnu-“‘-}
waiting for the show to passe Th%—ﬁd—mmﬂtunrmm. As soon

were roadreved b
as we regeived-help—frem other fn.gb.ter groups we started looking for airdromes

jﬁ Sl to strafe on our way out, as we had been briefed, and’vv‘ent..‘f:; &HARTRESM
X -ty The group CO saw an airdrome as.ri"1 made an attackd as planned,while 1 stayed
at 15,000 feet to draw flake After he had gone down to deck and strafed, set-
ting a plane on fire, he came up. I saw a Do 217 flying down a railway line,
(1’ called the %olonel?ngold him that I had a target and #hed~# was going down.

No one else saw it until I was on ite

Jerry saw me coming. His rear turret started smoking. I-startedfiving

. Iclosed to 400 yards and began to hit him, but he hit my engin@ -Smoke ocame~
1~ AROL : it ¢
| /7 fatothecockpite I closed, broke off, and called to the ;aat,_t.all:.ng_than to

lay off, "It's mine."

Tho—smoko-cloaredfTOM tiocookpibe I F1Xéd/dd( closed again and fired to beat
Do Soe {

hell, = Four men jumped out of the A217° I got some peaehy- nictures and neeled

off to the righte. Somebody high said, "book at her go!" I looked over the
side and saw the plane explode on the ground. The Germans were at minimum alti-

tude, and I thought that their chutes did not open.

I started to climb., The-shin-wes—Punsing to—beat—held O0il was spatter-

; M ¥y 4 o & 9w
ing on the windshieldes I could see my ebadﬁt#,\on the ground with a column of
n
M s smoke behind ite I throttled back and took it easy. -Amabout a minute there

was a ba.ng, and the left side was burnings Col SHILLING called, "Watch out,
boy, you're PULAiAE) on firel"
—EEber bur ‘
WA I opened the canopy A got caught in my headset. I got it off and
bailed out at about 3000 feet. -I-had-bailed-out-bofowe. I pulled the ripe



2
Qb’\ ] t
corde The chu® did not openy I thought that I had had ite This was the

second time that I had bailed out in the same chute,. zn.re wa.sg too long. g
! Bonoceth—the—rear—of—the—ianes I could hear some Frenchmen shoutlng,.
Y pulled it egaineaqthe chute opened #ﬂ In four or five seconds I i}a-b\on my tail

in the soft dirt of a ploughed field, My ship hit about 50 yards away and ex-

ploded. CTae «?7achked Slrp)
mae wesy ( whia & had "~y

? I stood up,{p(d 100k off my ha\mess and lé.ﬁe—veet.ui:hh-np-és\cape kit and purs

[ @®Tashed » 7. bott )
i on- » and thrax them on the ground, I tooi off my flying

/; v Jacket and hecktle and th:cgagh- them down\ In pulling off: my o'auntle-ba I dropoed

nrywat.ch as wéll. I-loeked Las A . L e oa,
VJDQ ‘ N SMHiter Ve b

WW When Col SHBBLING buzzed I waved that I

mqu’
was all rlght and got. in the small woods of mere sa.pllngs not blgger than I. The

\

boys eircled for about ten minutese I was afraid that they were going to try an

land and pick me up.

i

I ran to the center of the woods and got badly scratched by the underbrush.
an
I saw that there was not mgh protecta.on/-aadé. did notkno'”"what to do. Fbwas-e
/’\N 8y A{Cq eineh-to—spot-mwee I cut off my J.nsa.gm.a,tryn.ng to look as tacky as poesibleba.nd
W 06

Eos. buried my .
' y oo

5> I had been

told to hide,10-12 hours until I was sure that things were all right and then try
(T #hewihy Fhxt ) wesld $27) righd si7s

) bawch af ((vmms i Pt Fhs wrnld Come v
X #% a.pJproach Aslome e N hmself.ﬂr :we, In 751‘3/’ covs § Fank § A tuvlly [ didat

21 fa - 7 e
M—tﬁm I was getting pretty {asc.tie&' T iriea'to c@ dJovm a tree a-
€O v oo
bout two inches in diameter to use 4 for sholber, but I couldn't do it with my

Ar\/

rgd""p L E knife, M‘“—Wz‘-’ﬁeﬁm. At the edge of -the small

PO e Jucleils,

Mc open fleld I saw some stacks of sa.pl:.ngs/ F-picked-up—some—bundtes and crawled
‘\l L’

Mere ,
in underneath thems I knew that it would be daylight for about e:.ght ho ours, -i-

ﬂ%ﬁ}q—m I heard som{one pass on a one-ling motor-biw

70
cycle; it sounded as if he went over ihe the plane. I was /fcared, sure that it

’HQ(Q_
was a German. Ivery time I moved 4k

I fheuar v
80 much noise that AS0me one was sure to hear. I was careful to move only when
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the birds were singing/ and I could assume that no one was around.

vid'”?—
I stayed where I was until dark and—th .

resrod
‘he-aresn running until I was pooped, walking until I was ali-right, and then

running againe I crossed a railroad and a number of roads. Every time that a

oy +o
car came, <! A/ Ak 8ot in a field and sat downe I oame to a town, saw a big
and an' automobile with headlights,

bu:.ldlng,\ and decided that I had better steer clear of the placee -By—-tho—tm—l

~cane to-a-—wdlage-l was-completely-pooped. I saw two haystacks at a fork in

the road and climbed up oz{;of them. I discovered that the staszks were made of

bundles and that you 60uld Foach-way-in-anéd pull yourself up without disturbing

heo/o
the kamstacke At the top I made a eave for myself » covered -'thot-'bep- and tried

to sdeep.

! 7he u;‘\f
The next morning I could hear a German plane flying over, and I -eeuld swear

that it was looking for me. It just circled back and forth for about an hour
and a half. Later I learned that there was a training school for air gunaners
in the vie.nity and that this plane circled for practice in trailing.

O«we b*’nbw‘

é- #e raided CHARTXES that daye. I heard the boys come over in three waves,
vrbrqffuqc
bomb, and leaves I could feel the rewerberations of their wreeking job on the

a.irdrome.
had had AnOuch eh The /\“JJ‘*@G&

M15OOI°W—WMW ~They-hay—kept

seratohing-me, L could see the roads, noticed that no one was 'around, spotted

a single person’working in a garden, and thought, "Boy, it's now or never." .Jus’

3 I ducked around the corper and
as I got th the corner of the house I saw two peonle, but/\they did not see me.

I whistled at the Frenchman. He locked at me ,aad-w-o/pa.red. L-we-s—cquite—a

\

: Say *
sights Mo came over to me, and I tried to expiaim, "Jo suis aviateur gmdricain.’

He looked at me blankly. When I said, a little more distinetly, "Pouvez-vous
y 3
cache¥ moi?" He secmed to understande I pulled out my dogtags, but they did not
? : srmbbed) Sae 4 Fo i
ssem~ve impre:s him very much. He teoi;\me and 'bei:d—-;Q-« "Cachez-vous "e Prety



a

soon the first man and another brought me some of—the-streangeny braad and meat
F-hed-ovor—tasted-and some winee I pulled out my dog tags, po.inted t0 my name,
and explained with gestures » "™Nom --- Moi." When they took me to a house I
drew a sketch of the house and an arrow pointing to Spaine Then I drew a pic-
ture of a German plane #XAggetting shot down and also one of mef getting shot
down. One man took my ring, cigarette lighter, and so on from me, and they

fixed up a bed for me.

L)

Ftdh I was taken to a place from whick my journey was arranged.

Later I was roused one day before it was lighi, and a Frenchman said to
me, "Travailleg, Travailleg," I thought tk;at that was fine, that I was going

| traveling, We walked quite a distance and ate with a threshing orew. After

. &/n// the meal we started to work., I spent the whole day, and not only that
o SFraw _ :
day, bajling w and cutting the wire with pli(rs until F—hed-mors
My Hgady were cavee ad we A 8/:2 90, PP i g
i ¥ *a Wo worked from daylight until iL-s:ta.ni.ad,-te-gut..\dark, S
. ) 4 3 e ony P“Q'f'e,’
stopping only forf meals ,Which were surprisigly meager for farming country;.\l
/ 3§ Semie Timr
learned the difference between) "Bartir vite" and "travailler", 6{— g{j, Sethea/1s

{“}'7»’/"..4 mwﬂ'\D J))”

giun Iprreved by fov vs Jwmtd 5/5.
D E EMERSON W STULL HOLT
lst Lt, AUS = Lt Col, AC
Com anding
s e : 7}‘\
~ Appendix B o L ] &«
-2 ‘ (f( VSl / . J-
See separate sheet PR R Tl #1 havae
o :]C}ch:q SR R e & S
: : | *;Cw?5+ “ L lavkle
Appendix D WS gt v
B in haste

1e , I carried an aids box, a 1{ed purse, and passport-'siée‘\photOgraphs, but/
I thr them all away wit e weste : ’ ‘
The smell of the mbbi“'g pe..:ﬁﬁ,ﬁkemd the malted milk tablets.

Fo % haéi been lectured at my unit on éscape and evasions |I had heard many
evaders from Qmber and fighter groups including MeTEGGART, (B&R 37), DUNBAR (E4H
90), and SHEEHAN (EsE 340), A'fhese lectures were most ‘ﬁ‘&‘ﬁ. I did not want
to hide in the woods, but I had been told to hide 10-12 hours until I was sure
tuat Phings were all right and then to approach someone by himself, It worked
perféctly for me, -



5 Qﬂj"\. z wa la

3e Suggestionsf: French farms are not like the-roguiar American farms,
bably-expect. There are not single farmbouses; instead they are
gathered into villages, Alsd s # I noticed no fences in section of Franc
FUEL/dXd/hoY/MEAX YA /dA/bdhF Tt is imoortant o be cool instesd of going
off half-cockedes There are not nearly as many Germans around L semntabnly
thought. I thought that I would fall right into a bunch of c;’é’.m; Fimrgined
i i £ ‘:'fI did not see any Germans until

four days after I landed.
WESTO L ek

Remember that the average German soldier is dumb se=held and that all the
Germans are not looking for you---as I was convinced that they were for me.

Frenchmen wearing berets and knee-high books had best be avoided. Some of
the worst and-mest—danggrous collaborators are so dressede There are some
dangercus French kids emlsw 12 to 14 years old who go around in blue uniforms with
brass buttons, carrying guns. They are completely irresponsible.

wh a e
Fighter pilots should be told that a lot of 3 ‘M‘t;hey think are
flak towers are water towers, 'ZhEteau—t‘san®. Strafing them cuts off the

loecal water

dupply.

Any cigarettes, canned meat, or chocolate that the French get they most ap-
prociates It might be possible for individuals to drop these things on regular
oPerationa. OV —-oonutd—-be—dreonsed O - ORGR-SePHEa- 119 WG a ke i




Appendix B, E&E 617

% The follawing information has been obtained from an officer
who evaded capture in enemy occupied territory.

2, Further circulation of this information may be made, but in
that case it is importantnot to divulge any details about the sourceé..

Statement of informatlon covering the period from 27 March
to 4 May 1944

a.. Informant was told that there is a trainging school for air:
gunners at VOVES (furt 4 lere ).. He saw a twosseater plane which flew
over the area for practice in trailing.

b.” Informant was told that a field NE of BAIGNOLET (Lwre & Lare )
is used as an emergency landing strip.. He saw the spot himself.. He
was told that five minutes before the American planes ceme into the
vicinity Germans planes were moved to BAIGNOLLET from C ARTRES, CHA~
TEAUDUN, and BRICY.. On the day that the Americans raid*CHARTRES some
165 A/C were so moved into the field. |

-

e. Lpforuanty was told that the airdromes at CHATEAUDUN and CHARe
TRES were ags a result of the recent bombings,. He was told
that BRICY has been wezl hit but that the runway is still going..
(Follow va7h B » P $) [n 3 dive ODW:?M‘:; _____g}lt’
d. Informant was told tha%Tlhere is a gasoline depot in the 4
town of BRICY near the station.. V' $ome bombs dropped the depot bui
d1d mot hiti it A bon 38 Feed Fram

» et 1 o
e. Informant saw a radio station at a farmhouse near a road
Junction north of PERONVILLE,. The antennae were about 25-30 feet
high and extended a length of about 100 yards.. 4
f. Informant was told that there is an ammunition dump north of
the station in AUNEAUE. ! ;

&e Informant was told that there is S of BAIGNOLLET a practice
area for mortar and light artillery fire.. What heheard of the firing
confirmed this report.. He was told that the Germans came there for:
foureday periods.

B Informant noticed that after the railway yards and junc—
tion at JUVIS@Y had ﬂ?n bombed the Germans shifted a lot of freight!
trains to the singlestrack line ranning to CHARTRES through VOVES,, to.
by-pass - JUVIS#Y . so—he-wae—totd. He saw as many as 16 frileght trains
pass in a single day.

i Llll"t'f'l gl
i. Q\Informan“noticed that the Germans seemed to be collecting &
lot °f~°1$&a motives. He saw a number of them gathered—togethen at
Les AUBRAY in late April.. Informant alsc noticed that the Germans-
seemed to be using every old freight train that they could get hold
of.. He noticed many -freight cars which came from the Reichseisgenbahne

~EP

Jo Informants'noticed thatﬁhe Germans were shipping a lot of



[ =as

ba%led straw out of the CHARTRES~QRLEANS section,

k. Informant was told that the Germans had taken dgy¥ from OR--"
LEANS two statues of Jeanne d'Arc which they intended to melt down for,
copper. Heusaw that one of the statues was gone, .

is Informant states that each Frenchman is required to didh in
& certain amount of copper to the Yermans or pay a designated sum of
moneyg It the Frenchman turns in the required. amount of copper he is
paid a small sum.. Informant saw a circular from the Sud-Hexeé Cheminsg
de Fer offering money for csome metals., .

m, .

B 9 The gendarmerie at VOVES was dive-bombed one night, killing
12q§endarmes.. The people of the town were extremely annoyed, thinking
that the bombing had been dowe by the RAF.. Informant, who has some
knowledge of RAF tactics, . was convinagd that the bombing had been
done by the Germans and so explainedy vid/YAg/EgReYAEY ALY E /¥ €Y 18T /o7
PAE /YoVAS /¢S B E L |

n.. JAISFHAAY , People who helped informant think that when the
Allies land on the ﬁ%ntinent England will be counter-attacked by sul-
cide troops whe—wilit-—tenow—thst they-will not-be able to-get—eut—but one

O. Informant was told that at ETAMPES-in ‘the biggest hotel 1is
the German telephone communication center for the area,.

P Informant was told that ﬁany German officers of all services'
ar station*at. the chateau BRUNEHAUT N of ETAMPES: .

q. Informant was told that about 1 May a tank division was moved
into the vicinity of PITHIVIERS.. '

(:7 YV ¥ bl vv‘ e 3
r.. About 1 May informant saw some trains besring MArk VII tanks
moving into ORLEANS from the north. . : :

S. Informant was told that the Germans have their materiel
palnted the color which the Americans used in North Africa, a sand or:
cream color,. ' Informant saw trucks -ené other veghicles, and pieces so
painted, '

at Les AUBRAY

t. About Z May informant saw/what he was told was & division of
German infantrymen leaving for Holland. Thelir tropp trains offered
a perfect target,.

U.. Informant was told that if the RAF bomb the railway station
&t ORLEANS the Germans will comer over and bomb the cathedral,-tr;%ng
S bl ; . @nd (ay The H/ame on 7he &‘

1 Informanéwas told by some Frenchmen who had recently come

froz;;-‘a-h—ere that a lot of Germans are *:Bﬁﬁbﬁm
(dnvedoawy g ,

W.. Informant was told that some 650 German soldiers are in the
railway station at ORLEANS. He saw himself a great many soldiers
there, . , :



]

t Ve '“‘ S

oy
i ovu»\c JI Loy S
Xe.. Informant sawnat the end of April and early in May axewr
~oREFANS many black=uniformed Germans wearing the blitz flagh, The
Germans seemed—te hadd yellow on their lapels. He also saw many
Germans .in blue uniforms..

Ve Informant saw night fighters and bombers with black bel——
lies, mottled gray and black top sides, .and red spinners.

: z.. Informant was told that the He 177 had a 20-mm MG in, the
tail; what he saw looked like a cannon rather than a machine gun.

‘aa.. Informant noticed that German planes in thgvicinit;w';;
CHARTRES and ORLEANS fly at minimum altitude.. They seem to' wee fﬁe
railway between CHARTRES and OREEANS @e—e—ecompasss.

ab.. Informant was told that the French are forbiddeéﬁo pick
up the belly tanks which Americans planes drop.. The Germans are
saild to pick up these belly tanks and take them to Germany for re-
use. ; .

ace. Informant thinks that there is an airfield ef some sort
on a line roughly 220°% from ALLAINES. He saw five Fiesler Store&s
g0 over in that direction.. He saw an He 177; Ju 88's and 188's
which seemed to be flying to or from there, and also FW 190's and
a Do 117. -

ad.Informant wae told that there is a 1little light flak around
BAIGNOLLET. Informant was told that the Germans expect shortly to
begin work on a concrete runway there.. Informant's helpers sug-
gested that once the machinery arrived for construyction an excellen1
target would be presented.

. . er CW?/eNz

ae., Informant was told@z a2 Frenchman who hag_.'worked,\bh-epe thai
there are 78 submarine pens - «. The tops of the pens are
oflconerete 18 feet thieK and were not: seriously damaged by @1lied
bombing.. From what he was told inforgant has the impression'that
'these pené&ould offer a target Tor skip-bombing.. -

af, Rrench railwaymen think that it is a bad policy to straf
-Baitwey-mer and thus frequently kill engineers. .They suggest that
it 1s much better to bomb the rail Junctions.

age. Informant was told that there are four wooden flak towers'
at the alrdrome at Méréville, (5'+ 0)
i Ak CHARTRE S - ORLEArs we? )
ah, Inforumant saw,several threesmotor transports which he
understood carried all kinds of freight. t
ai. & Enformant sawéé_pumber of times\FW 190 engines-&e&éeé-
on flat cars. to be sent to the factory for repair or rebuilding.s

aj.., Informant saw 1n the CHARTRES-OREEANS area & lot of FW
190's and no or few Me 109's. He saw no Me 210's..

ak. Informant was told, an noticed that every time the Ger-
mans expected a raid they seemed to move many planes up toward Par]

DR LE y  T H 1 \ WAL SRS
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al, . Informant noticed that YH&/Fee—fer—es the CHARTRES :
ORLEANS area was—eoreocrneds the German Jamming of the 2100 news to
France and of the broadcasts of personal messages seems to be prett
effectiyve. It seems that'the Germans had not yet succeeded in
Jauming the new ARSI up to the time of informant's depar-
ture, . 6/».(:.;;,

InP.--...v e ﬁff"fﬁ.f

am. » The Germans used to have a radio station NE o ORGERES *
wh}ch operated for jamming but:they ran out of men foqiygnd abandon
ed FHso—informant-—was—told, .

an. Informant was told that two American fighters had been
lost in one day at CHATEAUDUN because the timing wechBnism on their

bombe was bad. The planes were destroyed by the explosion of their
own bombs., :

a0,. Informant's helpers advised that when a target is notl
well bombed it is a baq@bl;cy to advertise, especially over the
radio, that a raid has been carried out: ¥with remarkably suceessge--
ful results’,. : 4 %

&p.. Informant was told that eight men from a crew of ten who
bailed out on the CHATEAUDUN raid were fired at from the ground..

a9.. Informant was told that an RAF man who bailed out near
ORGERES was shot up while descending by an FW 190.. Informant's:
helpers found the body, but the Germans took it, labelled it as a
Jew, and stuck it in a hole without further ado..

ar, Informant was told that some 300 Germans are living in#
the railway station at TOURY..

as.. Informant saw a number of French carsgcarried on'freight
trains(with German equipmeng}as 1T they had been commandeered.}

at. ' Informant noticed that trains with equipment, especially
with A/X eéngines, generally have guards on the train. ’

au. Informant noticed at ORLEANS:a number of,\37- ahti-
tank guns on railway carsﬁeﬁ&(§g@§Ei;%g;@r“~—===i;:ia:gab

av.. Informant was told that the Germans have developed 1l2-tor

: e
'f{&ﬁ%ﬂ& rockets,‘raéie—co%%re%}ed” with an estimated range up to 400 miles.

4y
iy

At time of landing the rockets are estimated to welgh about six
tons., There-are Some 75 of these rocket gun positioné”éew—ready..
Bombing of these positions has hit the work sheds but has rot deg=
troyed the position itself from which the rocket will be fired,.

- dJust before the rockets are to be operated water and high tension

lineéére to be moved into the positions.. The Germans are starting
to build some of these rocket gun positions SW of Paris.

aw.. Informant was,K told that the ski tracks which have fre-
quently been targzets .for American bombers are take-off points for:
radio controlled bombers. ‘

ax.. Informant was told that both the British and Aterigan ;
ers dropped over France are well received.,. t

!
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ay. Informant was told that the Germans have 30 divisions in
France, most of them in coastal positions, and,?o d%ﬁisionsin Italy..
(E\-LY(& Qli;"
az. Informant saw SW of GUILLONVILLE,& grass: field which couls
be used as an airfield and had’ once been used for that purpose.

ba. Informant saw some flak trzinsg with about 50 cars.. The
gun cars armed with 8wo 4O0-mm cannon and ay machine gun front and
rear, roughly as indicated below,, were separated by flat cars car--
rying the crews. About the last week of April he saw golng toward
ORLEANS one of these flak trains which had been at CHAZTRES,

bbs Informant saw the Lightnings dive bomb at CHATEAUDUN, hit
ting the gasoline dump and thqhain hangar, which burned for a couple
of hours. In general the field has been well wrecked and about

everything blown up, except for a part ofthe ammunition dump south
of but—assectated—witie the field. :

bes. Informant saw an He 177 which may havebeen operating
from CHATEAUDUN before the bombing. ”

bd. . About 4 May informant saw a:plane as indicsted roughly
below: ENEE Y

be. Informant saw about middle April two. planes roughly as
indicated below: \ »3;?*} : :

bf. Informant was told that about five minutes after the
RAF bombed the railway station i ROUEN the Gefmans came in low and
leveledithe cathedral about 2km away, causing about 1500 deaths.
A number of French suspected from the gWErd¢ altitude and direction
of the bombing that it was done by Germans. Informent wag told
that' a_similar thing occurred just after the RAF bombed JUVISY, a
coupljg? German bombers from Le BOURGET caming in to bomb the resi-
dential districts at 1000 feet. Informant suggests that a goduple
of night fighters should be sent to circle Le BOURGET and pick up

e
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E&E # INTERROGATOR,

(Nane) (Grade) (ASN)

(Squadron) (Group) (fissing in action) (returned to duty)

Message to be broadcast over BBC:

it cé%pa>w wo s 5“(1

— L\
Language )/Vw (&
Time: ph.)?;é’; 11j¥ )y_f:,n‘> nw NV

Person recuesting message ﬁv 12€.5 20 /, e (4)«/7[;’«) 7 AM:) 5 s /41'7‘[”?/1.;)“‘
/ 7

Date of contact with this person

Description of this person:

Services rendered:



CONFIDEN.IAL ..oum

EURCPEAN THEATER OF CPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY

OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF S., G=2 6177

DATE: 2 w

TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN:

I
i

-
hereby ceértify that I have known and have been associated with

; | o~ 6573

prior to his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above.

/

/;

] o
/ | 4&51611h7f /k&221§§f7
Appptdoar 222, gidniic (;/ V4

RIGHT THUMB PRINT: 4

The individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon

has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as_ > 44’,,914'1

e %o ’ > (2
AT Lk el P o’ ] /7 /, - [ & ‘ o -

" -

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

°  SPECIAL AGENT, C.I.C.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Major  Walker  Mahurin,
Eighth Air Force fighter pilot,
who has been missing since
March 27; is reported back in
England, according to a Fort
4| Wayne, Indiana, message from
ae| his mother. Mrs. Mahurin has |,
a received a letter from her son |y
dC%ﬁe saying that he is safe and back |dre
ipped here. Mahurin has destroyed |be
¥ 91 German aircraft and is one |h?
| of America’s leading Thunder-
' bolt piléts. 4
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Infantry
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FIGHTERS

FOR D-DAY .

eneral Henry H. Arnold,
e chief of the U.S. Army
Air Forces, declared in Chicago
that the Allied invasion forces
must expect determined air
opposition on “D-Day.” despite
Me steady slashing ~f -
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Two American Aces Lost R]
On Missions Over Europe

Major Walker M. Mahurin
The New York Times, 1943

Two of America’s seven leading
aces in the European theatre were
shot down in air combats March
27 when powerful formations of
American planes smashed nine
French air bases, the War Depart-
ment revealed yesterday in mes-|.
sages to the fliers’ families, The
United Press said.

They are Maj. Walker M. Ma-
hurin, 26 years of age, of Fort
Wayne, Ind., credited with twenty-
one planes, and Maj. Gerald John-
son, 24, of Owenton, Ky., credited
with eighteen victories.

Although the War Department’s
messages to Mrs. S. B. Johnson at
Owenton and Mrs. Guy Mahurin at
Fort Wayne did not disclose the
mission on which the two aces
were lost, air war records show
that on March 27 a 1,000 fighter
escort shepherded 900 bombers in
sweeps against nine German air
bases in France.

It was believed that Major Ma-
hurin may be a prisoner of war,
for one of his comrades in the
March 27 air battles forwarded in-
formation to Mrs. Mahurin that he
had seen the ace bail out of his
plane.

Major Mahurin for months held
the title of America’s leading ace
in the European theatre and added
to his fame Dec. 22 when he shot
down two Focke-Wulf 190’s within
two minutes while escorting Amer-
ican daylight bombers to northwest
Germany.

Major Johnson was one of the
pilots who proved that fighters
equipped with belly tanks could
hold their own against enemy
planes almost before the experts
had time to worry about it. On
the Eighth Air Forces’ first deep
penetration of Germany Aug. 17,
1943, when Regensburg and
Schweinfurt were attacked, he shot |-
down three enemy planes—two
ME-109s and one ME-110.
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ers| German factories in Brunswick on Sa

having to get their cameras set,
all(they must move around to take
ces|pictures, which means they have
‘ed|{to know how to stay out of the
'ol.(way of the men who have to fly
‘ho|and fight, Training for this work
ngihas been given at Culver City,
a|Calif., back in the United States,
eir|where the Army Air Forces have
7en|taken over a movie studio.
old| When the Combat Camera Units
een|came here it was with the inten-
»r's|tion of making a single movie of
ot’s|daylight precision bombing. The
has|plan was changed and the units
7ith| were split up and assigned to
various organizations in the air
nen |force so that every phase of the
des'aerial offensive could be covered.
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T\ ican fliers during daylight opera-
‘AD tions Saturday, Sunday and Mon-
- day, in addition to the uncounted i
(S Monday score of our bombers.

A Shortly before the American
bombers neared the Continent yes-
terday morning strong formations
of Lancasters, Halifaxes and Stir-
lings of the RAF Bomber Com-
mand lumbered home from two
1,000-ton attacks at Villeneuve-
.|St. Georges, one of the most im-
‘|portant railway centers in the
Paris area, and railroad tarcets at
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WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communieation to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2 Fersonnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or

communieate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strietly r ible for all st
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

8. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters,

4, Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be

under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5, Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Ci tion with E d Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/sl 3. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends.

It is therefore
SEGRET.

2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D.

(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
b You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures.
«  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par,

4.
¢ No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D.,

or corresponding organization in the
theater.

GERTIFIGATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action. )
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