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SUBJEGT: gafeguarding of P/‘W Informatione
TO . Persomnel concerned,

1. It is tho duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might,
either dirsctly or indirectly, be useful to thc enemy. :

9, Tt is an offense, carrying heavy penaltics, to publish or to communicate
to any unauthorized person any information which might be useful to the enemy,

3, . Informziion about your cscape or your evasion from capture would be usefid
o the encmy and a danger to your friends, Tt is therefors SECREL,

4. a, You must therefore not disclose, except to the first ifilitary Attache
to whom yol. report, or to an officer desgignated by the commanding Gencral of
the Theater of Operations: :
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The nmethod by which you escapcd or cvaded,.
(3) The route you followed,
(L) Any other facts concerning your - eXperience,. _
‘b, You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press,
o You must give no account of your expericnces in books, Newspapers,
periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures,: '
-d,  You ugt give no informasion to anyone,. irrespective of nationality, in
letters or in_conversz’ftion; except as specifically di rected in Par. LA,
‘6, lNo lectures or reports arc to be given to any unit without the permission
of the War or Navy Department, '

By command of Licutenant General TISEIHOVER:
(signed) RALPH PULSIVER,
Colonel, . AGD, Ass'h. Adj. ‘GEn.
CERTIFICATE

T have read the above and certifly that T will comply with ity -

T undcrstand that any information concerning my escape or cvasion from
capture is JECHRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the American
Military Attache to whom I first repqrt, or an officer designated by the

Commanding General-of the Theater of Operations. I understand that dis=
closure to anyone else will make me liable %o disciplinary action, '
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HEADQU-RTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
P/W and X Detachment
Military Intelligence Service

E & F RESORT No, 503

George Anthony COLLINS, 2d Lt, 0-749466

(Nane)

71{1/ Missiong

(Rank)

(NWumber of Missions)

332 Bomb Sq, 94 Bomb Group

( ASN)

(Squadron)
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7

23 March 1944
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(Date)

MERIGNAC

MIA: 5 January 19141-&

Arrived in UK:
23 March 1944
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E & E 503 March 23, 1944
2d Lt. George A. COLLINS 0-749466

Our ship was heavily armored and tended to have less
speed than the others in the group. On our 5 January mission we flew
the briefed course to the target area without incident, except for
a little flak over ST. NAZAIRE, but we had to push the engines to
keep up with the formation. We let our bombs go over the target at
MERIGNAC but met heavy and concentrated flak soon after. I could hear
the flak rattle off the fuselage. The stabilizers were hit and would
not respond. We soon fell behind the formation. Two FW 190's came at
us from 3 @'clock. A 20mm,/ shell hit the top turret, injuring the
gunner and putting the gun out of commission. The oxygen system was
also knocked out.

At about 16000 ft/ another fighter dove right under us.
The right nose gun went out and wouldn't fire. Noj 4 engine was out.

1 thought I heard the pilot csll "All bail out" over the intercoms,
but suddenly the attack stopped just afterwards, though the fighters
continued to circle about in plain sight. When we had dropped to about
7000 ft/ 1 looked around and found everybody gome, so I put on my mae
west (we appeared to be over the water at the time) and went out the
bomb bay.

af On the way down I saw 4 chutes open below me. I opened
mine when about 1000 ft; wup, and landed in a small pine tree, uniurt,
Our plane was burning nearby. It was about 1130. A German plane buzzed
us but did not fire. I left my chute and hid in the underbrush. About
a quarter of a mile to the W/ I could see a lake where there was a
seaplane basey so I started off in the opposite direction to find help.
I met an old woman walking along the road and called to her, but she

~ did not reply and went on. Then I ran across a man on a bicycle. "Je

suis un aviateur Americain," I said to him. Then I saw he was in uniform,
so I went on hastily.-P&obabiau&uraunv4vﬂum&tmanthuﬁwlwuaswainaidm;o
Lontactanyonein-u . : y

I came to the main highway and started towards a house.

A boy on a bicycle came up behind me and said "Suivez-moi, vite, vitel"
He took me on along the road several kilometers to an abandoned house

in the woods, where I hid while he went.off and fetched his father, who
brought some food and civilian clothes for me, and a good pair of French
GI shoes. That evening they took me on to their house on a bicycle. they
gave me a long saw to carry and told me to pretend to be deaf and dumb
if we were stopped. :

I stayed with them that night and all the next day. Two
older men came and asked me to identify myself. I showed them my dog
tags but did not give them to them. The following day they came again
and took me in & truck to a nearby town, At the farmhouse where I was
taken to stay, I found T/Sgts. LEONARD 4nd MORRIS, and S/Sgt. TADDEO.
(See EAE reports Nos. 516-517-518.)
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2d Lt. George A. Collins 1.

Appendix B

a. Along ﬁﬁﬁ coast from LB VERDON to ARCACHON concrete blockhouses
are spaced at regular intervals of 1 km. One 75mm gun and one MG
are emplaced in each. The crews are housed in small concrete
shelters about 25 yds away. Mines and wire around blockhouses
only. Spaces between blockhouses are not mined. (Observation-Jan.)

b. Submarine pens Né of BORDEAUX are being enlarged. 8 submarines
were in them on 30 January. Bombing has affected only one pen, 7ie
lock gates of which have been crippled. Italian submarines former- -
ly stationed there have been withdrawn,%(Observation and hearsay-Jan.)
A lovae ch:;:’-'w* duwpe 18 NW of-these bens .

¢c. Heavy concentration of German troops on point of GIRONDE peninsula
near LE VERDON, where Germans expect an Allied thrust towards BOR-
DEAUX. On 30 January, 62 barrage balloons were counted around BOR-
DEAUX. MG emplacements and underground defenses were being built
in parks and on outskirts of city. 100000 British Indian troops
captured in France or Africa are now stationed in this region and
are employed on construction work and secondary defense. [ . /-.:









Collins  Appendix C 1o

The first town to which I was taken was HOURTIN. I stayed with
PAUL HENRI BAGUET, who ran a garage there. The postmaster and doctor there
were also in touch with the BORDEAUX orgenization.

I met TADDEQ; EECRARDIMORRNID at a farmhouse N. of HOURTIN where
MARCEL ANDRON and his family lived. After being given food and wine, we
were taken to a small brick house in the woods about 500 yd. away where
we stayed for 16 days. We were joined by Sgts. MORRIS and LEONARD two days
later. We had a wood fire, and breakfast was sent out to us. ¥We went in
to the farmhouse for other meals. There were several false alarms while
we were there, and we were told we would leave any day by plane from
BORDEAUX, but nothing happened. Finally we were told the BORDEAUX organ-
ization was being broken up by the Germans, and we'd have to wait a while.
A woman came and took our photos for false identity cards, which were
given us just before we left.

Finally on 23 January we left by truck for BORDEAUX, hidden by
bags of charcoal piled in the back of the truck. We were taken to a house
where there was a woman who spoke English. We took baths and had dinner,
but were told the agents who were to take us: out had been picked up by
the Germans, so we'd bave to wait again. We went to another house about
% & mile away, where we stayed during the next week. This woman did not

give her name. Several members of the organization came to see us, and I
was taken out for a ride by one of them, a Canadian who had been a General
in the World War. He said "G.0.C., C.M.G.C" would identify him, and that

he was a friend of Sir JOHN DILL's. He was a man of 65 or sc, and of course
spoke perfect English. We saw the MERIGNAC airfield, the submarine pens,
and the parks and squares of the city, where the Germans and Hindu troops
were working on fortifications.

I was also shown & letter from an operative called "XP4" of the
French Secret Service (Deuxieme Bureau) asking us to tell the British
Intelligence that British and American aviators should wear some civilian
clothes under their flying suits or coveralls, as it was becoming difficult
for the French to find such clothes for evaders. They also asked that at
least 10000 frs. be put in each purse, as money was not coming through to
this organization in sufficient quantities to finance operations,

During this time we had to be careful and did not go out, as the
Gestapo chief was supposed to be living in the next house. We were told
that 110 persons had been arrested shortly before we arrived, and most of
them had been shot.

On the 30th all four of us were taken to the R.R. yards, where
the engineer of a large electric locomotive hid us in the machinery com-
partment of his engine. A @erman guard came aboard to inspect it just
before we were due to leave, but the engineer started the motors, making
a terrific racket, and the German got off. We were then taken back to a
freight car in the middle of the train and hidden in the small guard's
compartment, The train was a fast freight, loaded with automobiles which
were to be taken to Spain. We were told that cnly a few Frenchmen had
been smuggled through in this way, and that we must keep the whole thing

. dark, even after reaching Spain.

We reached ST. JEAN DE LUZ safely and spent the day in a small

house on the beach S. of the ' town where a smuggler lived. He was to take

us across the frontier that night., A Belgian, a former Mader, aise tuteid



Collins C ' 2,

up to join the party. He was an older man and we later had some
trouble getting him across. We went about halfway to the frontier
by car, then at 2100 that evening started tc walk across the frontier.
It took about six hours. The guide left us at the frontier. i
psistsgwhatononey wesliady (I understood he had already received 30000
frs. from the man who had brought us from BORDEAUX.) It was hilly

and fairly hard going and we had to give the Belgian a shot of cognac
to get him through, but we reached VERA DE BIDASSQA safely and went
straight to the Spanish police.

They asked out nationality, names, and whether we ha.d been
prisoners of war. We said we had, and we all said we were officers.
The Belgian was extremely talkative. The police took our identity
cards, money, and knives, but were extremely friendly and pleasant.
We were fed and taken to sleep in the barracks. In & cafe where we
.went the next day we met S/Sgt. GASSAVWAY (E&E 519) who had been there
several days.

Next day the border police came and took us on the tram to
IRUN where we reported to the Commandante of the town. We stayed at
the HOTEL NORTE, which was full of refugees, spies, and evaders.

We telephoned to the U.S. Consul at BILBAQ, but he said there was
nothing he could do until the Spanish Air Ministry released us. He
never came to see us, but the British Consul brought us some clothes
and money, and Mrs, STEVENS, wife of one of the Military Attaches in
MADRID, came over from SAN SEBASTIAN and we went there one day and
had lunch with her, There was plenty to drink end we charged every-
thing at the hotel to the U.S., Consul., There was a German officer
in the building with the Commendante who glowered at us, but we were
not molested, though we heard that some Allied flyers who had gone
out alone had been k:ldna.pped and taken back across the border into
France. CAFE

We heard that there were two girls at the RESPORANTE. ESPANA
who were paid by the Germans to try to get information about organi-
zation methods and personnel out of evaders.

We stayed there from 31 January until 4 March, when a rep-
resentative of the Spanish Air Ministry came and took us to ALHAMA
DE ARAGON, by way of SARAGOSSA. One of our Military Attaches came
and interviewed us, and we left there on the 19th for MADRID, and

went on next day to = GIBRALTAR.

s
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HE.DQULRTERS
EUTOPEAN THE/ATER OF OPER.TIONS
/% and X Detachrent
Military fntcllisence Scrvice

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SERVICE PRSONNEL
EVADING FROM ENEMY OCCUSIED COUNTRIES

1, Full Nome, Renk, and Scrial No, GeoRlre ANTHMONY Colliws . AND LT A€

O-T1HakH ¢

2, Decorations, NoNE

3, Unit or Squedron, {321 N°® e

4. Division (Army) or Group. i BomB. P

5. Date of Dirth, Dec: V1,115

6, Length of Service. 2. YRS Tmes:

coanren MASS.

7. Private Address. Garpner NECK, i *

o Jo‘b as civiliaons Vo SeRrAmNCE W NDER whiTteh

9. TFron vhat £icld did you toke off? W QGom @ 6P
10, Take off time. OV ©

ME R 16 VAT Siea
11, Date and targets J BN S‘;‘-_q“"‘” eplp@esmny-, $
HOURTIN
12, Where did you lmd? Wewe—ww, TRawte
13, Were all secret papers and equipnent destroyed? YeS
14, Wpet wos your position in aircreft? BomBarote R
15, Were you wounded? LVRY
Seh - o o TReNC H)
16, Did you pay your guide?? tf so how ruch? fBooo FRA wes (Pd. BY
R b Y

17, Do you speak French? Spanish? no
15, Did you have Identity Papers? “ve s

19, Have you been questioned before to=day on your escape or cvesion? If 80 vhere and
by whom? Have you given enyone & written report on yoaur expericnces, here and when?
wes ., Ar GVBRATLTAR BY Bairs # Lrvafernw oFFieer. AnvD AT DIRFr1e LD WenR BNy rot

=Te BRIT\tR Secvaivy 0 FFicen :
20, Did you report on your operations? If s0o, whe re and to whom?
~ 0
21, Did you sign a security cortificate worning you against talking about your escapc Or
evasion? If so, where and when?
Yes. AT Arhama de ARagow CPAVWN ™ GIBhRALTAR
02, Date of arrival in Spain, g
Jan 30, 190N
23, Date of arrival at Gibraltar.
MAR: 20, [Su4:
24, Place and date of departure for U.Ke Dy sea or eire
G 1erALTAR BY AR
25, Place ond date of arrival in U.Ke

f?:’ef;("l.l) Neng 8'%!1'7";;“ MAR AT, I 4,
J
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JPPENDIX "2" TO E ND E REPORT NO,

ornotion which you cbscrved or werc told while cvading. Give
troop cnearprients, coastal ond interior

troop movenants, results of alliecd
creny and civilian morale,

List all militory inf
fullest possiblc details, (Airfields,
defenses, A4 batteries, radar installations,
borbing, location.of encry factorics oend armunition durps,

- etc., etc.,.
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M "~ KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forees;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

: Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

o Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or

communieate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experi in pe, or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations,

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instrueting all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Ci tion with E: d Pri of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

- By order of the Secretary of War:
/s/ J. A. ULIO
- J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.
1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be usefil to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D.

(1) The names of those who helped you.

(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.

(3) The route you followed.

(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.

You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.

c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.

You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
e No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the

theater.
GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that 1 will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I fivst report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

Name (Print) _C’_‘_e.._ol.g_&ﬁﬂ.,ﬂ,'...mcfj./.!...!]?.f. ............... Signed _._.<=

Rank &N O: [ Te MC:. ASN D-THYFYELL. ..

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-44/2M/22472

RESTRICTED
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CONFIDEN.IAL imiouarrms

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY

OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF 8., G-2 e . S
L,_\ (i/' i
DATE: 24 Hareh-1044

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

prior to his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.

The person whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon is the individual

referred to above.

e 7 3
C;;E::;-( & - ﬁeéﬁé::ﬁ égzzu?

RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

The individual whose signature and right thumb print appear hereon
has been identified to the satisfaction of this office as GEORGT A COLLING
24 LS, AC, 0-740486 ( 94 Bosb Group, 3532nd Squardon)

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

w.?.ﬁb%%;mmi AGENT, C.1.C.

CONFIDENTIAL
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