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EUROPE/N THEATER OF OPIRATIONS bfj/ﬁvrﬁ -
/W and X Detachrent ¢ [

IMlitary Intelligence Scrvice

E & I REPORT NO. 443
EVASION TN Zeyrapr

Reuben H ECKHARDT, 2d Lt  0-677460

(Nesie) (Rank) (48N)
T:RGET: LUDWISHAFEN
249 Boub 3q, 385 Bomb Group ML 30 Decenber 1943
{Squadron) (Group) drrived in UK: :
2 Marcig 1944
VENDERS OF CRET: (This information checked with PWIB)
Official Narrators
: Disposition Disposition
PILOT 0-677460 2d Lt Reuben H ECKHARDT NARRATOR ,
GO s Cahrles M ERICHSEN 2d Lt  O-746320  MIA
bt i Kingsley E SMVER 24 It 0-638128  MIA
s iy e John S HAY 241t 0-679196  MIA
A0 OFERATOR  powey K ACKIDGE . 8/Sgb ' 17060257 /W
TO0P TURRET GUNNER hup 109225 S/Sgt Arthur K ENDERS = ' B§E AL,

DALL TURRET GUNNER popert L CRUMRINE  Sgt 15110181 MIA

WAIST GUNNER James 4 LIRES Sgt 19160685 uIA
WAIST GUNNER . Rowland P BURCH = Sgt. 39120992 MIA
TAIL GUNNER ' Floyd ¥ MONTGOMFRY Sgt 33417912 MIA

Were you wounded?



Eckhardt.

Before reaching the target our number three engine went out.

The propellor was windmilling and aftew-we—had-slowed to™130
miles—an-heur at 16000 fesét it broke away,xnX tearing a Xz large

hole in the nose. We were losing 200 feet a mlnute. Th#order
.3 A ,.,4_‘ (e A~

to bané out was given when-the aircraft-uont«into a slow @in to
meﬂ@@aﬁﬁmmemmnWMM@%w%&mw@mwwwﬁ%m

P

/ Wmﬂfet ‘had-left -his. .seat.when I buckled. on. &x.my chute-.,
<ané~£y the time I got to the esc;$e-éeo;oii;ut;;rnavigator-wae—
there. We had difficulty getting out because of alr-pressure
caused.by the spin. Finally I got part of my body into the slip-

atream and le®t it pull me out.

) —— My chute opened around 2000 feet,while-I was-still spinning.

P
e

The plane,_abovewme_whan ay-chute opened, spun by me_ ;c'crashff
and explode*before I hit the ground. I counted six or seven
"y /" . i

chutes ab.different-altitudes-and saw an FW 190 circle ong of
then. ; ]

lavDs }N I came down on a dead: end street in a =um small vilkge and

-
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”
-
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was surrounded at once by a crowd of Frenchmen. My chut%had
S s

swung me into a wall ¢ de&iaégmegtoaperart&y. Somekne was pourlig
hot coffee anjcognac down my throat when I heard some- shoutlng,
and all the French scattered. I started to run with my chute
and harness but a woman motioned me to throw it into a yard.

I ran on then into the flelds andhid behind a stone wall
where I took off my flying equipment wh¢d};wdraggedfgxh me under
a large p;pe of scrap tin.

Some tlme later when the xcltement had died down a Frenchman

\ oA E brought some food, took awey my equipment and motioned me
AN 1 ;

EVﬁf remaln there. Half{anfhour from then another4prenchman took me
MY and e, '

into a barn xo—puxmon an old .raincoat before @4iing me on his
bicycle to a house in the country. During.ahour “Spea£7ﬁere I



changed into civllian clothes.

f b
My helper andl rode about fifteen ktlometers—to another
farmhouse. I was asked what plans I had made and whether or

"’/ A7
qum gD <l not I #x wanted to become a-pc&aoae&of~m I said that I

0

% knew of nothing to. d.o,/but &tar{ Walking to SPAIN and would
appreclate any advice about getting there. My friends said they
knew a man who might help me, and-would-heve-him-visit.me-that
wight.
L~ This man arrived after dark, asked me a few questions to
assure himself of my identity#’and took me to his home where I

. (gev/8tayed a week in complete seclusion. During this week I was

mlrrnwmsER put in touch with Sgt ENDERS of my crew andour journey from here

was arranged. -

APPENDIX B:
Same as 8gt Enders, E & E Report no. 414.



SECRET

JPPINDIX "DY.TO B AND T REPORT NO.

No., Rank, Nemei= 5-(27y'%6 2 &dt'f*- Rewb en A EcKhad+

Uniti= 28 Bomb 6p., KT 544

Sugzestions for iLiprovenent. of cscape e ipment snd training come largely fron
those who meke use of thuie Your rc,p ort end comrents will holp others to evade -
cepture or to ¢sCipea z

1, - ATDS DOX,

a. Did you use your @ds box?
\y&.b

Dbs If nob,.amyt
os * If you used it, utgtc, or:.cfly tho CerU.l‘lu‘tCIlCCS in which you used gach itcny
3 e el Iy 4 o Lor Ly ga ajﬂ“
Horlicks toblets.
. O

Chocolate or Pcenut ,Jar
while Cross:nf Moumtaimg .

,ﬂllk ( U.-bu)

AN
Benzadmn. t:,blets (fu‘tlﬁuc)
W hile L"oss"'\7 ’Yr\(?u.“‘té\m;
Helezone tablets. (water 'purif for)e | hEon e
6
Matchese.
No
Adhesive tepce
No .
Chewing gu.m.
While txossing mownTaing
Water bottlc, ]
while evous, x7 S & AT Ak
Cormpasse
gty /e L vo S w\7 *mou,-n‘fdfm,s
Sewing kite
s"‘“ #\ Bu\'ﬂ‘ohs I
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a, Did you carry a purse? Vo (b WMM«&L&M
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ce If so, which of the following itcus in the pursc ¢

5 33 3 teay swnﬁ 'H‘\(hrv*—\nv‘? . hela e
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5¢  LECTURES- syl il o ‘ L7

&e Werc you lcctu red on evesion rnd cscepe?s

g o1 {.'H_JLE, 0N and by VHOLL : j ' '
Great A skf.eld Pecembey 11¢3,, : . L

b D:Ld you f:.né th ¢ 1cc‘cvrc; of value?
e <
¢« Do you have any suggestions to ke which, frou yaur oxmrlcnoc, ;VGU- fecl
gt wild help other cv‘“cic.rc and. C 8CopGITEY)
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i SECRET = [IERICAN
10ST SICRET - DRITISH

HEADOURTERS
BURGI_J;N THEATER OF OPERATIONS
2/% and X Detachrent
I-.illlto.rj Intclligence Scrvice

E & B REPOLT NO. 443
EVASION IN

Maceh 2,194y

(Bdte) 7

Q 23 + : L’L " - q 7 60
Nene Rank ASN

DLEGET: Lvdw/gs haven

< 9tk 78S Bowmb i 3o dec. —
(Squedron) (Group) Arrived in UK:
ARG [}za“L;«;.mw{
Mm&S o4 |
MEMBERS OF CREV: (This informetion checked with i)
Official Narrators
Disposition Disposition

PILOT Rewbew H, EclfhardT
CO=PILOT Bv/cKsen ;ngk%-%ub&dwm&@{ )
NAVIBATOR Ki'wmgsley B, Summer (,J«b.olur i G )

BUMBARDIER Johw S, Ha/ ? ot attin A Lod —

r“ " ‘m
RADIO OPERATOR Lera/ HoAe J7e T (. #Eww w*«“ww?‘v’

U A A OASNEARAS

10P TURRET GUNER Acthwr K Enders
DAL TuRmET cwmr Robe T L (v wmaime
WAIST GUNNER Jdwmes A, Lives

WAIST GUMNER Rowland P Bu~vch

TATL GUNNER F/o/d W. /von*?omeff

“x, Mf/( 3 (/w's — ¢ fl(bﬂfpmoc‘tu‘wi 5
p 4l ‘i&@mﬂ M’Lﬂ' Ot Mﬂ(m‘g“’k%“qm l‘h‘fjmwm

Were you wounded? é,(rﬂi-u.. taa 4-/ ¢ e M\,. w:m oy X3 h bn Rrm.
o AG REPORT: éﬂ PN INFQRYAT 208: Hiuner seen E ogo ypilot

. HEARSAY mromwnon. Two bodies found in a/c. opan
~ . Three p/ws. One body with chute
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4G 383,6 Hq ETOUSA 19 Ogtober 1942

SUBJECT: Safeguarding of PAV Information, -
TO . Perszommel concerned,

1, Tt is the duty of all Americans to safeguard information which might,
either direvtly or indirectly, be useful to the enemy,

2y It is an offense, carrying heavy penaliics, to publish or to communicate
to any unauthorized person any information which might be useful to the cnemy,

3, Infomuiion about your cscape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the eneny and a danger to your friends, It is therefore SECRET,

ey o———

L. a. You must therefore not disclose, except to the first ifilitary Attache
to whom you. report,.or to an officer designated by the Commanding Gencral of
the Theater of QOperations: :
§1; The names of those who helped you,
2) The method by which you escaped or cvaded,

§3) The roubte you followed,

L) Any other facts conceiming your eXperienee, :
b,  You must be particularly on your guard with perzons representing the press,
c. You must give no account of your expericnces in books, newspapers,
periodicals or in broadecasts or in lectures, '
d.  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in
Tettors or in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par, La,
e, lo lectures or reports arc to be given to any unit without the permission
of the War or Navy Department,

By command of Licutecnant General EISEIHOVER:
(signed) RALPH PULSIFER,

Colonel, AGD, Ass't, Adj, Gen,
CERTIFICATE
T have read the above anl certify that I will comply with it,

T undcratand that any information conecrning my escape or c¢vasion [{rom
.capture iz SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the American

- Military Attaoche to whom I first report, or an officer dosignatcd by the
. Commanding Ccneral of the Thenter of Operations., I understand that dig=-

& closure to snyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action,

Name (Print) ﬁe !_.5:& €w & ﬁ g IS 6 . :Cdi :Signed_ﬁmjék‘ 4( ’ W
Rank A (¥i 4.8.N._0 ~6 7’75150 __Date_ L= 4 ‘*‘7/.’1’
e G
//j ‘ £ (,(J\-—CJ— Ao

x
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 48) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

.

1, Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
2 neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

[ Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communications to friends which may subseq uently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War
and other previous instractions on this subjeet.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/sl 3. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.
2 «  You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding

General of the Theater of Operations, or by A.C.of S., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
f  You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
<  You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodieals or in broadeasts or in lectures.
4 You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, inlettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
o No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the
theater. X

GERTIFIGATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

I understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make liable to disciplinary action.

Name (Print) .RQ MbenH,-EQ__KA,Q Ii:tﬂ Signed

Rank - ML‘I. A.S.N. 0-6727¥£0. Dated }O?amléf/?%/ ......................
Unit f86 ,‘5,97&&“_(7{9.,\{).,‘47 ‘.S_c/_.fJ“». Rifz T Witness

RESTRICTED
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SECRET = /JERICIN
MOST SECRET - DRITISH
MIS (X)

HE.DQULRTERS
EURCPELN THELTER OF OPER/.TIONS
2/W and X Detachrent
Military Intcllisence Service

- CUESTIONNLIRE FOR SERVICE PRSONNEL
EVADING FROM ENEMY OCCUEIED COUNTRIES

Full Name, Ronk, and Scericl No,
Rewbewn H. Etlﬁ\a rdf, &d.LF 0-677¢6 0
Decorations,
Nown e
Unit or Squadren,
Y9 $qd,
Division gArmy) or Group,
783" Gp,
Date of Birth,
Maveh l?, 1916
Length of Service,
Jpve Hwmo,
Private Address, :
Lo& St Ma‘-ry_s..sf./ Fredex/'e Xsb uv7/ Texa g
Job as civilian,
Ade 0v..~:\+éx+
Fron vhat ficld did you toke off?
éYC &'f‘ AJA.‘l‘C Id
Take off tine.
o §oo
Date and target. »
DecenberFo,19¢7 Ledwig9s haven
Where did you 1lend?
Fresmicowst, Framee
Were all secret papers and equiprent destroyed?
}/e,;) Plane txashed % Biw v o4
What was your position in aireraft?
Pillof

Were 3;311 wounded?
(V]

Did yoxl pay your guides? If so how rmch?
>

Do you speak French? Spanish?
o Nao
Did you have Identi ty Papers?
fe« Frewce
Have you been questioned before to=day on your escope or cvasion? If so, where and
by whom? Have you given anyone a written rcport on your cxpcricnces, there and when?

res. ”lJV:d‘A‘n\(vn.Qé\ + B‘Vn"h{ﬂ dd Grber) tay to Bwn'fn'.s/p'

No wri'ttewn vepovt, »
Dlé/ you report “on yfur Opcrations? If so, where and to whom?
o X g

N
Did you sign a security certificate warming you against talking cbout your cscope or
evasion? If so, where end when?
Yes. Madeig - Febyuwavy 18,19¢¢

Date of arrival in Spein, :

Jadnwarvy /b, 17¢)
Date of arrival at Gibraltar,

Februnrcy 19,1945 | :
Place ond date of departurc for UsKe 3By sen or air,
Gibralt dv, March 2, 19¢¥ b/ A v
Place and date of arrival in U.K.

2mak Mui YN EHAM —
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[PPENDIX "2 TO B .ND T REPORT NO

¢ Qg Jul

List oll militory inforvation whieh you cbscrved or were teld whilce ovadinge Gidve
fullest possible dctails, (Ldrfields, troop cncrsprients, coostal end interior
-defenses, AL batterics, rador installations, trcop movenats, .resultds of alldcd

bombing, location of ecnay factorics nnd amwnition dups, crery ard civilian morale,
OtCQ' th.,oo.-o) r



OQUTLINE FOR TAIKS

1, Complete description of everything that happened.
in plane before Jumps

2+ Description of jump and landinge
3s Description of what you did with your equipment.

i Tell story of experiencks up to tine wou net the
person who put , ou in contact with organization.

0 NOT GIVE THE NAMES OF PEOPLE WHO HELPED YOU
T ANY TIIE.

DO NOT GIVE THE NAMES OF TOMNS.

DO NOT GIVE ANY ADDRESSES.

5. How you crossed Pyrences (Gencral Location)

6s Your expcriences in Spaine

Svg,g,"wloas for otherse

I£ therc is some helpful incident that heppened
after you were picked up, do not mention it wntil it
has been discussed with M,I.S. Interrogator.

oot R Ao

RICHARD R NELSON
Hajory AC
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