% RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-oc¢ cupied territory, internment in

a neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but al also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2. Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be

under the direct supervision of the ageney designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations. -

6. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Noy 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ 3. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.
1. Information shout your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.
2, a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding

General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D.

(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.

b You must be particularly on vour guard with persons representing the press.

c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures.

£  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par, 4.

e No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of §., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the
theater.

GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that 1 will comply with it.

I understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report.
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E4E 347: 1st Lt Donald J HESKETT

When we crossed into France on the way to LUD“IGbHAVTN, I was pulling 45" try-

s fa
~ing to keep up with the leader and was having trouble-kﬂ;%éﬁg with him. I was not

in my briefed position; I was supposed to be in number three position, high ele-
ment, but I took over number two position, About 1155 two englnigj:toppedgyev1-
dently hit by bullets,‘but the stoppagé was the first indication I had of a++ackf
I was put into a spin and could never pull out of it. Wé were losing altitude bad-
ly. Over the interéhone I ordered the crew to bail out, repéating the command sev=
eral times, and I also rang the gIf bail out bell, German fighters kept attack-
ing us down, to SOOO feet. By that time I.ébught that all the men had had a.
chance to bail out, so I told the co-pllot to go back. I checked my equipment,
picked up my ﬁﬂﬂ%/ﬁﬂﬂﬂ escape kit and purse from behind the seat, and put on my
back-pack parachute. I saw the engineer and radio man leave the ship. When the
co—pllot seemed to me to be taking tovmuch time trv1ng to get a bag of erulpment
I kicked him out, I tried to bail out, but the plane started falllng almost

I < R Lhead, & back Araivg F getfef @ Jenachsae qvound
stralght down, and I coﬁRd scarcely move. /A I finally managed to get out; perhaps

- wth bambs, Flwes, y Thiss

the plane- threw me out, About the time that I left one of the rudders fell off.
I held my jump for what I gudged to be 25 seconds. Part of the plane exploded.
When I reached a layer of-clouds, I PréA¢ pulled +the ripcord, and the parachute
opened immediately. I saw my plane hit in an open field and burn, I heard bul-

lets exploding for  the next idf houf

‘- I-landed backwerd in a big ditech in a slightly wooded erea and was not hurt,

.I gathered up my parachute, stuck it in a hole, and pulled leaves over it., I saw’

people running toward me, so I ran the other way about half a mile to a woods.
There I took off my .electric flylng suit and gloves and hid them, ~ I hid myself
in a hole not far from a road through the woods to a v1&1ﬂge.‘ I opened up my es=
capé kit and emptied all the contents into my pocketJ -érggg;ézd—theLcontalners. vL
I tried to locate m&sqlgf;n the silk map,-but I was unable to figure out where I -

was. While I was examining the map, I saw a men watching me from the road.” He

spoke something which I thought was French but which I did not understand, Since



2

he had seen me, I thought I might just as well talklto him, so I walked ddwn, He
14 shed
shook hands with me. -He seemed to want to know whether I.an%eé—to be taken pris=
oner. - Erom what -he said I gathered that there was a German encampment in the near=-
thi e
by tom, I indicated that I did not want to be taken prisener, and pretended to -
2 hiding place and brought ‘
rin ‘away.,  Then the man tock me th Hi#/%¢ /#¥d gave me some food, I gave him a

pack of cigarettes.

At dark the man tock me to his house, and from there my journey was arranged.

‘7“1;,3 F/'uvl(l 24'/7’4»4! [-) V'Sff'.u./ oy~ e
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IW/Q— Lo Lt COl, AC

Compiled by

D E EMERSON ;
1st Lt, AUS
5 Commending
Appendix-B
1, The following information has been obtained in an interview with an °
of ficer who evaded capture by the enemy after being in enemy occupied territory.

2, Further circulation of this information may be made, but in that case it
ISimportent not to divulge any details sb ut the source. : : .

Statement of informat{on covering the period from 30 December 1943~
to 29 Jenuary 1944

a. Informant was told in January by one of his helpers that the area south of
BORDEAUX is practically devodd of guns, He does not have any further details,:

b. Informant noticed in -treveling through France that the Germens seem to
be going to particular pains to be polite to the French.
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