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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M : KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943 '

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Bage Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

i Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2. Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or

communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-oceupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly ible for all st t.
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

p: Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the cireumstances of their cxperiences in escape, e t pt by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corr ding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on eseape, evasion znd internment matters.

or inter

4, Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff. or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this divective which super-
sedes letter, AG 883.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-8-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions ning Publicity in C tion with Escaped Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subjeect.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/sl J. A. ULIO

J. A. ULIO
Mzajor General,
The Adjutant General.
1. Information about your cecape or your evasion from capture would be usefil to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.
2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer desi ted by the C ding

General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
6 You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
¢ You must give no of your experi in books, new: s, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.
d You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, inlettersor in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par, 4.
e  No lectures or reports are to be ziven to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the

theater.
GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion frem capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
ageney designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache

in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

Name (Print) _?.S..W.’.Df/e--nd»—i ----------------------------- Signed ... m!ﬁ:/ntm
SR g Ak rsn 33052655 vuiet . S LM %2

Unit ,-.35':.5:_&-5_.4’0 V;. ----é.gf.. ?-.“‘_-_S.‘.é,) Witness ___#\__
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were wanted thers to Tight.

Evasion/Belgium and France to Switz _/5%1.10144

T/Set Alexander S SWIDER, 33087088 5949/385 Bomb Gp (H), MIA 4 Feb 44

Intrvd -6 September 1944 ‘

SWIDER of" the same crew as ROSKEY (R&RE ) camde calown W of MAASTRICHT
botween WYTINGEN and HEES, Pighters had finished up his plane after flak had
knocked it out of formation. He bailed out at 26,@00-—25,000" and hurt his foo“b
landing so that he could not move for half or three quarters of an hour. Wbout
an hour later he stopped a Flemish or Belgiah man who took‘him to a plice where
Lt KISINGAR was hidden in a haystacke That evening they were moved t§ a house
where they met ROSK"Y. About. 2300 théy WaJ:ked to CANNE and stayed about seven

.

days there with a Dutchman. . , v days
about three -
A member of the Armee Blanche took them to EBﬂN EMAYL where they stayed/with
a Prench family and also with some men who had escapd from G_ermany. The whole
villege seémed good for escapers. The same ARmee Blanche man took them to VISE
where they:picked up a P-51 pilot named John CHALOT, fmm NY, and also Lt John P
HANSON, B of the crew, Brooklyn. They stayed about 40 days Wlth gome woman from

whose cluthhes they seemed unable to get away. They seemed to think that they’

They moved to a place across %he rivr from ARCENTAN AR A4 with the
same Armee Blanche man, of whom they saw no more, and stayéd with a man named
HARRY at a large farm at which cigarsttes geemed %o bé mnufactt;red-—-or olse
HARRY manufactured cigarettes. 'Tk;ey met some Armee Blanche .officers.' Aftér a
couple of days they went to a nearby empty house for a couple fo days and then :
made & number of moves which SWEDER does not recall. For a period of a week or
so they seemed to be out of Armee Blanche hands.

3
With a former Capt in the Bwlg:.an army t.hey went to TILF where there was a
most setive organization which included a number of escaped Russians and Poles.
One moring they had to run for it when the Germans csme in. The five walked

together to ESNAUX where they split up, CHALOT, HANSON, and BWIDFR went to JUWEL

_ and did not see the other two until they reached Switzerland. They took a tmin

or tram to FLOTI\TVILLE on the French frontisr and walked across to a town not far



2
from SeDAN, They were heading for Switzerland because S-2 at their group had
| stupidly told them to head for Swi.tzerlzmd where they woul bé well treated snd
from which they could easily get out, ‘ “
In early Apirl SWIDZR could not walk any farther and the other two went on by
themselves, separating S of ETIAN or FRESNIFS en W e SWIDRR slept
two days in trenches and found it pretty colde He went then to HANNOVILLE,
THILLOT, BILLY and elek though he was kept on going
through VIGNEULES, HUDICOURT, BUXIARES, WIONVILLE, .;;PIEJONT, getting food where
he could and traveling on main roads. He got dysentery from the water he drank,
At CORNIEVILL he received soms help. He carried on to BOUCQ, LRONDFD s LANEU-
VILLE, FOUCQ, CHALOY, BLMNOD, BAGNWUX, ALLAIN, CRTPY, GOVILLER, Around here he
named WJIST%F&DE
was picked up by & German or Alsatian farmer who took him to PAREY and kept him
for 28 days, scarcely lettlng him move, /Zout 27 May he brought SWID'R a bieyele -
and took him to the. frontiei", a trip of two days. They traveled aff main roads and
avoiding tovms following the general route of '::{IRACOU;{T, DOMPAIRE, AILLVILLEERS
and ‘then on main roads through StLOUP, LUXEUOL, LURR, HARTCOURT, MONTBELIARD,
and FWECHE 1'HGLISE. There SWIDER got into the hands of contrabandeurs who sung-
gled tobaceo and waited four days for a guide,
About 3 June SWID4R crossed into om.tzerlzatnd in the R)N(“‘OUR’I'-St DIZI®RS regior
The gulde left hun on the frontier. He turnefl himself into the police and declar-
ed that he had esoaped from a German prison camp. Because he had been helped by
the Germans he could not say what camp it was. The Swiss wanted him to give the
number of his group. He was taken toﬁPorrentruy for three days and there a Swiss
IO asked him where he had been shot down, what plane he flew, what sq and &p he was
"and so on. They gave SWIDFR two hours to ta.lk or to be turned back across the
frontier., = SWIDE" was not to be threatened in Lhis fashion end he noth rei“used 't.o
talk and insisted to see the A. He was disgusted to hesr later that many men gave
the Swiss a great d al of information in these interrogations.
With four or five other Americans he was sent to Bad Lostorf #ar 23 or 24 days
cooling, but he had in the meantime given to a “ritish of ficer what military inford
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mation he possessed. HICKMAN (&&% ] seemed to be SAQ., TFrom here the
Swiss took SWIDHER to BERN where he was turned over to the Legation, introdwced
.around the MA's office, and allowed to write out what he had done---wuthout, ap-
: parently, any real interrogation. From here he went to Glion on Lac Leman where
he was in a hotel with some 26 others. Some 128 altogether were at the town.
They were permitited to go only to Montreux. They had bed checks to which they ob-
Jected in vain, for the Legation would give them no support on the point. One man
suffocated to death in a Swiss prison (Lt DURGAN), and nothing was sone about it.
The Legation charged the men for co_upons‘ for buying clothes and toilet kit.
At Glion Swider signed a paper that he would not escape from Switzerland.
About 24 August he decided to leave. On 25 Aug he started to row across Lac

Leman, but a storm forced him back. He was accompanied by WOOD IS, WESTERLUND, and

GARBISH (=& } and by an Fnglishmen named MITCHELL. Hs sesms to have told
from
Cept LIHMAN (ES&S ) that he was lsawing and received no disapproval 1A that

quarter.  He went then to Vevey where he met HICK'M who hsd alreagly arrang d for
someone to take him out. He went to the Restaurant Temporance which was a Magquis
center in Switzeriand. On 28 ‘ug he went with eight Frenchmen to Trois Torrents
and shortly. found a truck to Thonon. From there he went to ‘nnecy and Grenoble,
meeting Amsrican troops at the latter place. He returned to Fngland by way of
Corsica, Naples, ‘lgiers, and Casablanca.

DER

He did a good job and deserves consideration for a Bronze Star,

!
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