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Erwin Derold WISSENBACK, 19004589, T/Sgt (Temporary).
367 Bomb Sq., 306 Bomb Gpv : . <

7

MISSION: Target LLMLE, FRANCE, 9 oct (447

CE:

PEACETIME;}%BFESSION: Student. : :

HOME ADDEESS: Route Ne. 3, Box 1130, KLAMATH FALLS, Oregon, U.S.A. -
g ' ' : :

2 years.

e

OTHER MEMEERS OF CREV:- : &$Jﬁf | |
John W, OLSON, Capt., 0-439684, -V Pilot. Killed..
Jeseph N. GATES, 2nd Lt., Q-%6211,;77C%// . Co-Pilot. Killed.
Wm. J. GISE, 2nd 1t., 0-666%4, : Navigator. -Evading.
Albert W, 1A CHASSE, 2nd It., 0-726044, Bombardier. BﬁN.
Thomas W. DYNAN, T/Sgt., 32190053, Radic Op. Killed.
Bert F. KAYLOR, S/Sgt., 14077938, Tail Gunner. Killed.
Truman C. WILDER, Jr., S/8gt., 18039746, Ball Turret. Killed.
Bruce NICHOLSON, 8/Sgt., 6937694, Waist Gunner. Killed.

TOBER 1992 We left THURLEIGH about 0830 hours! 9 gctobFE. 1942, to
bomb LIILE. Shortly after we I noticed

we had missed our primary target. We made a wide turn and
started for cur secondary target (an aerodreome). At the

end of the-turn we were hit by flak and fell behind the form-
atien,

As a Focke-Wulf came at us I shot him all the way in
feeling that I had hit him for as he turned away smcke was
peuring freom his engine. Three mere F.W.'s came after us
but ‘béfore they were within firing range flak tore a heole,
about one foot in diameter, through our nose. This helped -
clear a dense smeke from inside the plane. :

I went to the floor as fighters came in hitting my -

?L»KEiﬁsﬂBAED turret. I got up, saw the F.W.'s closer but before I could

. Y EL
F%ﬁﬁ~£§ﬂ+2$%“f pilet. Then there was a burst of flak in the tail and we
soT—er—meme4 went inte a steep dive. ' :

shoot flak hit the cabin again and, I believe, killed the

The F.W,'s were machine-gunning us as we started down. I
tried to get at my parachute but could not get cut of my
turret until we had gone inte a flat spin at about 3,000 feet.
I saw the mm%pilot was bleeding badly and the co-pilot was
slumped forward.. While getting my chute I saw someone go out
of the ncse of the a/e¢. I think it was the Bombardier. I

Foreed EﬁyﬁP buckled the chest-buckle of my chute but did net have time to

fasten the leg-straps. I went, head-first, out of the bom-
bardier hateh. I was toc low for a delayed jump. I pulled
the rip-ceord with one hand and when it failed to respend
Jerked at it with both hands. The chute opened around 500
feet.- Just before I made the ground I heard the bombs and
plane explode. ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂzbfter this there was ancther explosion.

o %



' ' By 5 b ’\-—'N'!; :

I did not see any chutes in the air. I.made a gcod
landing and, looking-up, I saw two F.W.'s circling around
me. One of the planes made a steep dive at me but did net

: shoet. I unbuckled the parachute, There were several
¢ (N civilians on the road that ran by the field. 1 thought at
n Cupe the time that I was in FRANCE instead of BELGIUL
(-} L 3 .

Lan

|7 &

o=

[\H

As I stoed up a civilian ran across the field. He
motioned for me to get dewn in a ditch and te go along a road
towards a house., The man did not go with me but went te.
where the plane had crashed. ‘The ditch was half=full of
water, I crawled to the end of it and stayed hidden in the
reeds fer abeut an hour. While waiting I took cne of the
benzadrine tablets frem my Escape Kit.

The man came back and motioned me to go to another diteh .
and hide. I did this and waited until the man came back with
a pair of coveralls,

Still lying down, I changed into the coveralls and hid
my flying suit under some weeds. I fellowed the man acress
the reoad to a barn, There were twe men and a woman in the
barn. They brought in a pan of water sc that I could wash,
There was a cut on my hand. The ccveralls were, too small so
one of the men took off his clothes »P8&h T put™. vhen I
motioned that I was thirsty they breught wine wﬁich helped me.

Then, I walked with two of the men acress the fields for
abecut 2 mile to a stere. I could not keep the wooden sheces
cn my feet and had to walk in my socks., Later I was given a
pair of cld rubber shoes.

A man at the steore asked me far pictures and I gave him
two. We got two bicycles here and B cycled fer.abeut 8 miles,
keeping a distance of 50 yards between us, to t4% home,.ofene
wf-the_men, His mother gave me food and then he took me, on
foot, to an cld vacant house. He left me there all afterncon
but returned that evening with a man who spoke scme English.
They gave me a change of clothes. ek followed the new man, cyc-
ling, scuth for abeut 10 miles, ﬁﬁéﬁ'l_was put in the hands of
an crganization, who arranged my subsequent journey for me.



: e
ASN 19004589,

T/Sgt. Erwin Derold Wissenback,
AFPENDIX "B" 367 Bomb Sc., 306 Bomb Cp.,

1, Did not see Aerodromes., Did see 2 large Bohm-Voss 6-engined planes or
flying boats in ”mwmwm,/«d%mw WAHSé'IZZES

2. Saw none,
3., Saw none,

Lo Saw many Germans & Italians in NICE, mostly Italian. In MARSEILLES, mostly
Germans. Saw no signs on vehicles or transport.

5, Neo.
6. In N, FRANCE Germans shabby and not as good as in S, FRANCE. Both had

good boots, Italians in S, FRANCE very poor. I heard Italians were ready to
fight with us.
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APPENDIX D

NO-’ Rank’ Name ;=
Unit :=

Pleasc answer carefully the questions below. Suggestions for
improvement of cscape equipment and training must come largely from those
who make use of thems Your report and comments will help others to evade
capture or to escape. :

AIDS BOX

(2) Did you use your aids box? T‘““”

(b) If not, had you one on you?

(¢) If not, why had you no aids box?

(d) If you used it, which of the following items did you use?
Put a tick (v) against eanch item used end state briefly the
circumstances, e.ge "Lying up for 2 nights", etoc.

(1) Horlicks tablets.
(i1) Chocolate,

(1ii) Milk (tube). | ) g
. ’/L‘ﬂ' 2 ,r(’ “'/ ,‘,,v\.;wf»n..'aﬁv
(iv) Benzadrine toblets (fatigue)¥” . odiea

+

(v) Halozone teblets (water purifier) .
i kb s s

(vii) Adhesive tape.

(viii) Water bottle). £ .

ix Chewi : 7
( ) 5 gux.:,l:‘ ,f_:: J ‘/‘ o arp e ~=:,f a2 ,‘(_ 7
(x) Compass/ ¥ 7T s el

(¢) Did any of the cbove items prove unsatisfoctory? If so, in what
respect? 3

S ; ‘“‘« A -i»—’fl’
(£) How did you fimally dispose of the box? éfﬁ/ﬁ ’ :

(g) Can you suggest any way in which the contents of the aid box might be
chonged to meke it of greater use, bearing in mind that the size of
it cannot be largex?



o ..

24 PURSE -

(2)

(b)
(o)

()

V) X!
Did you carxy & purse? ﬁf s0, state COLOUR, WEPww==—ls /R £y
If NOT, state why nots )

Did you use the purse? Wb

If so, which of the following items inithe purse did you use?
Put o tick (/) ageinst croh item used and state briefly the circumstances.

(1) DMops. Vhich ones?

(ii) Compass.
(iii) File (hacksow).

(iv) Foreign Currency, State countries and amounts.
How did you spend the money?

 How did you dispose of t= N L.t /4/%—"4‘/‘”’7/4’\“%

Mapss, f//w
Corpass.,
File (hacksaw),

Surplus currencyi

e LIDS TO ESCAPE = (GADGETS *)

(¥ Issued separately from aids boxes and purses).

(2)

Did you carry or wear any of the following? If you used any of them,
state briefly WHEN end WHERE.

(1) Round compasse

(ii) Stud compasse

(4ii) Swinger compass.
(iv) Fly-button compasss.
(v) Pencil clip compasse
(vi) Tunic button compasse

(vii) Pipe compass.
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(viii) Pouch,
(ix) Special flying boots (ond knife).

(b) Vere they satisfactory?

(c) Can you suggest any improvements, additions, or substitutions which
would improve the above equipment?

PASSPORT SIZE PHOTOGR.LPHS.

(a) Dpia you carry passportesize photographs? \ If so, how many? ==

(b) Dia you use them? State how.w y,#‘&,.,.,.,r‘ 2 At i)

M/gj/#?v&/wi’%ﬂl—/@ﬂ/ e

LECTURES.

(a) Were you lectured on evesion and escape? ?/"“

State \nTiERE, WHEN and by WHOM o
FTHUR LBt N \C&PT W ‘737(

(v) Dpia you find the lectures of value"W
«./mj A -u/‘fv--' —t

e
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QUESTIONNATIRE

2.
S
4,
5.
6.

7.

9.

10.

21.

R,

24,

25.

19004589, T/SGT (TEMPORARY),
Erwin Derold WISSENBACK.

NONE .

367 BOMB SQ.

306 BOMB GP.

21 JUNE, 1920.

5 OCEOBER, 1941.

STUDENT ,

ROUTE NO. 3, BOX 1130, KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON, U.S.A.
9 OCTOBER, 1942, - LILLE, FRANCE,

THURIEIGH - 0830 HOURS.

BELGIUM - 1130 HOURS. APPROXIMATELY 20 MILES NORTH OF LILLE.
YES. PLANE CRASHED WITH FULL LOAD OF BOMBS AND BIEW UP.

John W. OLSQN, Capt., 0-439684, Pilot. Killed.
Joseph N. GATES, 2nd Lt., 0-76211, Co-Pilot. Killed.
william J. GISE, 2nd Lt., 0-660484, Navigator, Evading.

Albert W. LA CHASSE, 2nd Lt., 0-726044, Bombardier.,  B/W-GERMANY.
Thomas V., DYNAN, T/Sgt., 32190053,, Radio Operator. Killed.

Bert W, KAYLOR, S/Sgt., 14077938, Tail Gunner. Killed.
Truman C, WILDER, Jr., S/Sgt., 18039746, B/T Gunner. Killed.
Bruce NICHOLSON, S/Sgt., 6937694, Waist Gunner. Killed.

Yes, by ANDERSON at GIBRALTAR(asked all about pecple and places,
gave him all information). A little by BABCOCK at MADRID, nothing
en Org. Col. HOLCOMBE a little, asked rcute and I tecld him but noth-
ing about pecple or places. No written repert except ANDERSON, who
wrete dewn what I told him,

. Teld ANDERSON in GIBRALTAR,

Yes. In BARCELONA - U.S. Consul; MADRID - U.S. Censul; GIB-
RAITAR -~ U.S. Consul.

Left GIBRALTAR, 20 February, 1943, 0615 hours by air.
Arrived PORT REITH, 20 February, 1943, 1345 hours.
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G 383,5 Hq / ETOUSA 19 October 194

SUBJHCT:  Safeguarding of P/W Information.
10 ¢ Personnel concerned.

- -4

1. It is the duty of all Americans to safcguard information which might,
elther directly or indirectly, be useful to the enemy.

"D

2, It is an offense, carrying heavy psnaltiss, to publish or to commnicate
to any unauthorized pers on'any information which might be useful to the enemy.

3. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful
to the enemy and a danger to your friends, It is therefore SECRET.
L, a. Tou must therefors not discl os=, sxcept to the first ldlitary Attache
to whom you rtno“t, or to an officer desi g nated by the Command¢ng General of
the Theater of Operations:

(1) The namss of those who helped you.

(2) The metnod by which you sscapad or avaded.

{2) The route you followed,

(4) Any other facts concerning your oxperience.
b. You must be particulariy on your guerd with persons representing the
press.
c. You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers,

periodicals or in broadcasis or in lectures.,

d. You rust give no inflormetion to anyons, irrespective of nationality, in
letters cr in conver sation, exceopt as specifically directed in Par. lLa.

No lectures or rerorts are to be given to any unit without the permission
{ the Yar or Navy Department.

| [N

OI(D

By command of Lieutenant General EISENHOVER:

,/
Jann
Mié/”/y

“‘ﬁﬁ,"’ ok

RnLP PJLD+ ;
Colonel, aGD, Ass't. AdJf. Gen.

CERTIFICATIE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

I understand thet any informstion concerning my escape or evasion from
capture is §£ﬂj§2 and inust not be disclosed to anyone other than the American
Military Attache to whom I first report, or an officer designated by the
Commanding General of tihe Theater of Operations., I understand that dis-
closure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

Neme (Frit)EAWIY D WISENBACK Signed M&M

Rank_T/8¢) _n.5.x. )900468 7 Date_ 2 -&)=43
- 74
Unit

Witness
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