
Quarters 165 
Ft Lewis, Washington 
ll May, 1950 

Subject: TH~ KA1 YN CASE 

To F .L. PARKS, 
Major General, USA 
Chief of Information 

1. Pursuant to your letter of 26 Apr 1950 (incl # U I am 
personally typing this report of my recollections concerning the KATYN 
Case. I am retaining one carbon copy for my personal file, 

2. Since five years have elapsed since I made the first report 
to Maj Gen Bissell, this report will have to omit some details such as 
names which I have forgotten. In order to assist in locating my original 
report here are the circumstances under which it was made: 

On 22 May 1945 Gen Bissell discussed the case with me 
alone in his private office in the Pentagon for about 
20 minutes. He decided that it was important and directed 
his civilian female assistant ( secretary ? stenographer?) 
to go with me to closed room across the hall and take 
dictation. I dictated my report, she typed it up and 
we added the photographs as inclosures. The General 
r ead the finished report, directed that it be marked 
" 'I op Secret" and filed. He then dictated the letter 
directing me to silence, and had me sign a copy of it in 
his presence. He explained the importance of my r emaining 
silent, gave me my copy of the letter and thanked me. 

3. Narrative: I was a prisoner of war at Oflag IX/ AZ 
in Rotenburg, Germany in April, 1943. It was primarily a British 
Officers prison camp headed by Brigadier Nicholson (who had 
been the defender of CALAIS) I was the senior of the 125 (approx) 
Amer ican officers in the camp. At this time the German pr ess began 
a big splurge on the KATYl\J c as e. So also did the German radio. 

(note: mention of this radio violates the certificate I had to sign 
upon being processed as a r eturned POW) 

Hauptman HEYL the German camp commander, told Brig Nicholson 
and me that he had orders to s end two American officers and l Brit. officer 
to the RR station at KASSELJt Germany wher e they would be met by British 
Maj Gen FORTUNE ( from another nearby POW camp. He had commanded the 
Brit lst Div in France) 

Incl 1 
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Par. 3, Narrative, Continued: 

Hauptman Heyl stated that I would be one of the two U.S. 
officers; that I would select the other one; that together with 
other Allied prisoners we would be a "Board of Inquiry" to investigate 
the Katyn Mas:::acre . I flatly refused to have any part of it. 
Brig. Nicholson backed me up on this and together we wrote a letter 
to the Swiss Protecting Power which stated that no officers from 
the camp would make any visit to Katyn or make any investigation, 
or expr ess a~w opinion. That if we were forced to go it would be 
only as individual prisoners under guard and against our protest. 
That we could not be consider ed as r epr esentatives of of the prison 
camp, our army, or our nation, and that we protested violently this 
apparent attempt to use us for German Propaganda Purposes. 

Our protest did no good. Using armed guards, the Germans took 
me and Capt Donald Stewart, FA (regular army) to the Kassel RR 
station wher e they expected to meet Maj Gen Fortune. He did not 
arrive, to the surprise of the German guards. We wer e then taken 
to Herlin and jailed in an Arbeits Kommando (sp?) -- a building 
overlooking the Spree River, housing PWs of several nationalities 
who were performing labor in Berlin. 

In this J ail we met s everal U.S . soldiers who had been brought 
from a nearby PW camp for the same r eason that we had . One of these 

+*was a CPL TAUSSIG who had been in the same r egiment with me for 
the invasion of ALGIERS by the l68th Inf. Ther e were also s everal 
british soldiers and a british civilian(internee) as well as 

vLT COL STEVENSON (british , South African, Sig corps) and a british 
captain, medical corps, whose name I cannot now r emember. In my 
opinion these men wer e actually what they appeared to be and did 
not include any "plants" . We prisoners of war wer~ very careful 
in our efforts to make certain identification. 

Soon we wer e taken, one by one, to the jail office where we 
wer e interviewed by several German staff officers and some civilian 
officials who appear ed to. be from both the foreign office and the 
propaganda min1stry. The procedure appeared about the same for all 
of us: "Since you have volunteer ed to investigate this terrible 
Katyn atrocity, we are t akin9 you to the scene. You will of course 
sign a parole not to escape. ' 

"The hell we d1d volunteer. Vv e dont want to go. Send us 
back to our camps." Great suprise and much chatter among the 
Ger mans . Then the same thing over again. 

Finally they announced that since we wouldnt give our 
par oles they would have to place guards on the airplane with us . 
This meant that s ome prisoners would not make the trip, to make r oom 
for the guards . The American soldiers wer e left back. 

** I knew Taussig personally. 

v Lt Col Stevenson was from the same c amp as Capt Stewart 
and myself . He had come to Berlin with us . We knew him. 
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Par 3, Narrative , continued. 

Lt Col Stevenson was the s enior in the group. We cautioned 
the entire group to do no t alking, to give no indications of 
opinion, and r:.uf. to cooper ate in any way with the Germens. All 
agr eed . It wa~ evident to all of us that we wer e involv...:d in 
an international mess with terrific political implications . 

An english- speaking german c aptain was placed in char ge of the 
group to get he ~ with an er..glish s peaking Sondcrfuhrer · (sp?) who 
gave the name cf Vor! Jol:'.nson , spoke idiomatic American, 2nd s aid 
he had attended school at Rice in the USA. 

We wer e flown fro m 1 emplehof to Smolensk about the 6th of May, 
1943. At that time Smolensk was about 60 miles from tho front and 
appecred to cor.tain only garrison troops. We wer e billeted in some 
of the r erna i1'1i:..g int::tct bu~ldings, of which ther e wer e only a few. 
Some sort of a Ger man s ar vice unit m aintained an offict;rs mess 
wher e we all ate. While in Smolensk we wer e tnken on a sight-seeing 
tour by the local s ervice unit commcmder and a m:tjor who appelir ed 
to be an agricultur~ expert and enthusiast who was trying to 
r e - habilitat e the land with the r e mnants of the Russic:m peasant 
population~ His efforts included a model vill ~ge . In my opinion 
this "hospitality" was spontaneous and was prompted partly 
by his own enthusiasm for his work and partly because he h:1dnt 
had many visitors . It didnt appear to be organized on orders from 
Berlin. 

A German Lt ( spoke no English) c:.ppeared fr om the group that 
was in charge of oper ations at the scene of the Mass Gr aves in KA'l YN 
Forest. He acted as our guide . We wer e driven to the site wher e ther e 
was a gate , guarded by young soldiers in Polish uniforms . A sickly­
sweet odor of decaying bodies wr1s everywher e . At the graves 
it was nearly over powering. T her e wer e sever al gr aves . Pr ofessor 
Herr Doktor BU'IZ ( BOOT Z ? ) a Ger man expert in forensic medecin was 
present together with other technicians. Se ver al Polish Red Cross 
workers wer e present. C ivili?Jl labor was be ing used to r emove bodies 
from the graves . Each body was searched very car efully, examined, 
identified, and r e -buried in a near by mass grave which was to become 
a national shrine with suitable monuments. 1 he articles r emoved from 
each body wer e pl aced in a large manilla enve lope for safekeeping. 
The s earch of the bodies was ve ry thor ough, including r e moval of 
shoes or boots wher e it was pos sible . <sometimes the whole leg from 
the knee down ca me off with the boot) The examiners wor e rubber 
aprons and rubber gloves . A typis t was pr es ent r ecording the findings 
on each body. 

We followed our guide right into each of the gr aves-- stepping 
on bodies that wer e piled like cord wood, face down usually, to a 
depth of about 5 to 7 bodies cover ed with about 5 feet of e!!rth. 
About 300 bodies wer e l aid out beside one of the graves . Thes e all 
had their hands tied behind the m with cord. T he r est appeared not 
to have been tied. All bodies had a bullet hole in the back of head 
near the neck with the exit wound of the bullet being in the for ehead 
or front upper part of the skull. 



Par 3, Narrative, continued: 

The graves on the down- hill part of the slope wer e more 
moist than tl:e oi:hers . One end of one grav~ had standing water in it. 
G.:::-mar. photog·r.aphers wer e pres ent and took both still and motion 
pictur es of our p'1rty while we inspected the graves. Copies of 
the still pictures wer e later given to us. We never s aw or heard 
anything of the movies. 

After we inspected the gr aves we wer e shown s ever al other test 
holes which had been dug in the vicinity, together with very old 
human bones , ie, no meat left on them, which wer e said to have 
been dug up ther e . I am inclined to believe the story, although 
ther e was no pr oof . The Ger mans made much of the fact that this 
wooded knoll was a long- standing burial side used by the Russian 
SE;cret police . I forget whether they c~lled them the OGPU, NKVD, 
or MVD . There was a rustic lodge on the low bluff overlooking 
the small landing on the riv~r <Dnieper river, I believe) . This 
lodg~ was allegedly the scene of frequent tortures, drinking parties, 
and vari.Jus other orgies held by the russ ian police as matter s of 
amusement and r ecreation as well as routine business. The Germans 
produced an old peas ant , Russian, who claimed that this forest 
of Katyn had an evil r eputation - - it was forbidden ground --
that he had seen big closed vans go from the r ailroad s iding (some 
miles dist211t) into the for est and that ther e were stories of shots 
being heard very often in the woods. This was supposed to confirm 
that the Russians had brought the victims to the m3Ss gr aves by r ail 
and truck some time before the Ger mans occupied the ar ea. 

The british medical c aptain in the gr oup understood German very well 
and a little rus sian which he had le:rrned while taking car e of 
russian prisoners . 

About a mile down the r or1.d the Germans had t aken over a 
house as a field museum and office. The porch 2.nd front rooms 
wer e filled ·with glass showcases cont::tining items r emoved from 
bodies in the gr aves . Ther e were· s ample uniform insignia 
r anging from Gener al to Lieutenant, there were s ever al Geneva 
arm bands, many letters, photographs, diaries, news clippings, 
personal souvenirs etc. These items wer e just the better samples. 
In the back r ooms of the house ther e were the individual envelopes 
containing the items r emoved from the corpses. This building 
was also permeated with the smell of the gr aves . coming from the 
showcases and the envelopes. 

At this point the Ger mans pr oduced two small drinks 
for everyone and then we r eturned to our billets in Smolensk. 



P ar 3, Narrative, continued: 

Vv e wer e flown back to the s ame Jail in Berlin and stayed 
there about lO dc>.vs . During this time the Germans wer e appar ently 
trying to dec ide whc>.t to do with us . ( The british soldiers and the 
civilian m·.:er nee wer e r eturned to their r espective camps before the 
end of this ten d:::1y period - - or so we wer e told- - leaving us 
four officers to wonder what it W RS all about. An English 
speaking Ger ::na."1 solc, ic r or Sonderfuhrer Von Johnson would t ake us 
for walk t h:coJgt. the T ier g.,.rten every day, along with gu"'rds . It 
was during U!~S wnlk period th2.t we had a chance to t alk without 
fear of m1crophones . Our discussion while in the Jail alw ays 
avoided any mention of what we thought about who had committed 
the murders at Katyn. 

During these walks, Lt Col Stevenson did a lot of t?Jking 
with the ger mans . Told them that he h~d once published a book 
and that as soon as he r eturned home he was going to gc..t per mission 
from his superiors to write a book about this experience . We couldnt 
get him to shut up about any subject at any time except the big 
question of " ·Whodunnit ? " He was a windbag. He claimed to 
be a member of a group of amateur investig2tors of the supern2.tur al . 
He even c1rried a fe:::tther in his wallet which he s aid was from the 
headress of the American Indian Chief ( spirit) whom he had cont?cted 
through -: medium in S. Africa. 

We gc>ther ed from the: Germms that the front office didnt 
know what to do with us; Ther e was some hopeful implication that we 
might be r eleas ed, possibly through Spain. 

One afternoon Lt Col Stevenson was bundled off by the 
Germans on about ten minut es notice . He seemed very surprised and 
quite uneasy as he left the Jail. We never s aw or heard of him again. 
That night Capt Stewart and I wer e r eturned to our original pris on 
c 2.mp, wher e we wer e met by Hauptman Heyl. We asked him what kind of 
2. story he had told us about going to meet Maj Gen F ortune . He r eplied 
that F ortune had been ser iously ill with bronchitis . 

<I l ater met Maj Gen F ortune and he had not been sick at all) 

Insert --- -- - - - Prior to leaving Berlin we wer e told that Germany 
had not and would not make any propagand ::~. use of 
our visit t o the gr qves or the pictures taken of 
the visit. I have n.eve r hear d of the ir doing so. 

Throughout the r est of our time in prison c amps Capt Stewart and 
I r efus ed to discuss our exper iences concerning Katyn and never 
stated whnt opinion we had formed . 
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Par. 3, Narrative, continued; 
I r eached the American lines in the sector of the l04th 

Inf Div near Duben, Germany at ·~he MULDE River line on 5 May 1945, 
still c arrying ~be photographs given me at KATYN. 

I showed the photographs to G- 2 of the 104 th Ll'iv. 
( I had previcus~y showed these to only one other person apc:rt from 

the G..;n nan prison c amp security personnel who conducted periodic 
searches, but always allowed me to keep the photogr qphs bec '3.use 
they h2d been stamped " Gepruft". This other per son was 

Col Thomc:.s D . Dr 2ke, Senior officer in Ofl~g 64 who was r epatrir ted 
for stom~ch ulGE-:::-s . Befor e he left the prison camp to be r epatri'lted 
Capt Stewart and I t alked with him, showed him the pictures and 
asked that he r eport the m atter to the War Dept. He l aughed at 
me and s aid that I had been t aken in completely by the German 
Pr opaganda Experts. I dont know if he ever mentioned the matter 
when he r eached the Stat es .) 

G- 2 of the l04th Div r ecognized that my r eport was one 
of inter est to both the State and War Depts and provided transport~tion 
to Hq VII Corps in L..:.ipzig. General J. Lawton Collins then commended 
the VII Corps. 

Gen Collins (who has known me since I was a child) discussed 
the matter with m e and set the necessary wheels in motion to get me 
back to the Pentagon with all haste . 

In P 2ris I stayed with Gen Barker and at his suggestion 
discuss .;:d the matter with a full colonel (whose name: I have forgotten) 
corinected with War Crimes Investigations. He decided it ' was a matter 
for the War Dept and the State Dept and took no action. 

COL DRAKE, GEN COLLlliS, GEN BISSELL, AND GEN BISSELLS 
STENOGRAPHER ARE THE ONLY PERSONS I HAVE EVER TOLD OF MY 
CONCLUSIONS CONCERNlliG WHO MURDERED THE POLISH OFFICERS AT 
KATYN . < except, of course, the other members of the party who visited 
the site with me) 

4. CONCLUSIONS; I believe that the Russians did it. 

5. Discussion; 

The r est of the gr oup that visited the site 
stated to me that they believed that the Russians 
did it. <C apt, now Major, Donald Stewart, FA, 
can be asked to verify this . I dont know his present 
addr ess. He is r egular army.) 

At the beginning of the newspaper publicity concerning 
KATYN I believed the whole thing to be one huge, well man8.ged, 
desparate lie by the Germans to split the Wester Allies from Russia. 

I hated the Germans. I didnt want to b~lieve them. 
At that time, like many others, I more or less believed th:J.t Russia 
could get along with us. 
When I became involved in the visit to KATYN I r ealized that the 
Germans would do their best to convince me that Russia was guilty. 
I made up my mind not to be convinced by what must be a propaganda 
effort. 
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P ar 5, Discussion, continued: 

The appar ent we ak spot in the German stor y was the f act that 
Ger many had occupied the gr ound ar ound Smolens k for a long time 
befor e announc. i!.!g the discovery of the gr qves . (The exact 
d ·=rl8s are n rr..atter of r ecord . I dont have the facilities to 
ll')ok them up for entry in this r eport) 

I wanted to believe that whole thing was a fr r> me-up; 
Could these be bodies from an exter mination c amp, dres~ed as Polish 
offic er s and '' ~lanted" ? 

Could the letter s , diqries, identification t ags, news 
clippings -- all be for geries ? 

What about the s t ate of decomposition of the bodies? Did 
it appear to agree with the Ger man stor y of when they must have 
been buried? Aft er all, I' m no expert on body-decomposition. 
What about the temper ature, moisture, soil bacteria ? 
What about the Ger man st atements th<tt Polish families had been 
trying to locate their r elatives , known to have been imprisoned 
when Russia ~)ccupied part of P oland? Was it true that these Dolish 
r elatives ceased to get answers from their imprisoned r elatives-­
that a cioak of mystery descended all at .:>nee ? 
Wher e is PROOF of who killed thes e men? Wh0 s aw it dcne ? 

And s o on c:md so on--- - - I tr ied every way I knew how 
to avoid believing that Russ i2. had done it. I tried every way to 
convince myself that the Gl:rmru1s had done it. I wnnted to believe 
that the Germans had done it. 

Since the gr aves wer e already opened when we wer e ther e, it was not 
possible to s ee for ourselves what sort of gr owth had existed on top 
of the graves, in order to s ee how long the graves hnd existed. 
And if we had been pr es ent, how could we know that the Germans hadnt 
cleverly transplanted older bushes to give the appearance of age to 
the gr aves ? 

So you see that we pursued every line of attack to weaken the 
Ger man story and avoid the conclusion that the Russians had done the 
killing. It was only with gr eat r eluctance that I decided fin ally 
that it must be true; that for once the Germans wer ent lying; that 
the fnct~ wer e as claimed by the Ger mans . I have thought about this 
a lot in the past s even year~, and freely admit that ther e never was 
pr esented to me any single piece of evidence that could be t:J.ken as 
an absoluk proof . But the sum of circumstantial evidence, impressions 
formed at the time of looking at the gr 9.Vc;S, what I s aw in peoples 
faces--- all forces the conclusion that Russia did it. 

The unifor ms on the bodies w10r e oviously of the best material 
and t ailur made . The footwear appear ed to be of the best and included 
many pairs that wer e obviously made to urder . The unifor ms and 
footwear all wer e obviously well-fitteJ . This convinced me that the 
bodies wer e truly thos e of Polish officers. 'Ihe degr ee of wear 
on the clot hing and particularly the wear on the shoes led me to believe 
that these officer s had been dead a long time, otherwise the shoes 
and clothing would show much mor e wear . This was a point that was 
not called t o our attention by the Ger mans . It is one of the strongest 
arguments by which to fix tfie date of the killing. 
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6. Last summe r I r ece ived some letters fr om Mr MONTGOMERY 
M. GREEN. I wr ote the Dept of the Army for instructions on 
how to r eply to Mr Gr een . In order to clear my files and 
possibly to be of assistance to Captain Semple, I am enclosing 
some papers marked : " MONTGOMERY GREEN and r el ated papers" 

jsignedj John H.-.. Van Vliet Jr 

JOHN H VAN VLIET JR. 
LT COL., 23d Infantry. 

Incl # 1: Ltr, Request for Intel. Rpt. Gen Parks to Lt Col V.V. 

Incl # 2: " MONTGOMERY GREEN and r elated papers" 

Incl # 3: Cert. true cpy, Directive from Gen Bissell to Lt CJl V.V. 



26 Apr il 1950 

SUBJECT: Request for Intelligence Repor t 

'I O: Lt. Col. John H. Van Vliet 
Executive Officer 
23rd Infantry Regiment 
2nd 1nfantry Division 
F ort Lewis, Washington 

l . Reference is made to telephonic conver s at ion of 24 Apr il 1950 
with Captain Malc'Jlm M. Semple, Public Information Division, and Mr . 
Thomas F. Connor, Consultant to the Chief of Infor mation. 

2. A thor ough search h3.S b,"'en made in the f iles of G-2, and the 
r eport which you made to Gener al Bissell on 22 May 1945 has not yet been 
found . A s earch is be ing continued with the various intelligence agencies; 
however, until such time as the r ep0rt is loc ated, it is r equested that 
anothe r report be r ender ed on y ::,ur experience with the Katyn cas e. 

3. The memor andum addressed to you on 22 May 1945 by the then 
Assistant Chief of St aff, G- 2, Gener al Bissell, directing you to silence 
r egarding the Katyn case, is r escinded for the purpos e: of r endering the 
above r equested r eport. However , it must be pointed out that the 
exception to silence is valid only for · this particular r eport, and until 
further notice, the order directing you to silence will again become 
effective. 

4. Reques t the r epor t be classified "Secret" and r eturned to m e 
personally . 

lncl # 1 

F . L. Parks 
Major General, USA 

Chief of Infor mation 



AM BAG- 0 201 Van Vliet , John H. (0 ) lst Ind JJM/f 
SUBJECT : R eques t Made j f Lt Col Van Vliet for Summar y of Cer ta in 

War Obs er vations 

Hq, 2d ll'lf ar~try Divis ion, F ort Lewis , Was hington, 20 September 1949 

THRU: Commanding Officer, 23d Infantry, F ort Lewis, Washington 

TO: Lt Col John H. Van Vliet, Jr. 

1 Incl 
njc 

F or compliance with par agr aph 3, bas ic communicat ion. 

BY COMMflND OF MAJOR GENERAL COLLINS: 

jsignedj J. J. Maloney 

J. J • MALONEY 
1s t Lt, AGO 
As st Adj Gen 

Incl # 2 

" MONTGOMERY GREEN and rel ated paper s '' 



DEP ARTMENT OF T HE ARMY 

GENERAL ST i\FF,: UNITED ST AT ES ARMY 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CSGID-SMI 918.1 Sep 15 1949 

SUBJEC'I : Request Made of L t . Col. Van Vliet f -.>r Summary 0f 
Certain War Obser v8.tivns 

THrt.U: Commanding Gener al 
~d Infantry DivisLn 
Fort Lewis, Washington 

TO: Lt . Col. John H. Van Vliet, Jr. 

l. Refer ence is made t :-.> y0ur lctt .::r to the Direct.; r of 
Intell igence, Dep~rtment Jf the n r my, datt.:d 2d August 1949, 
subject: " Attached Cor resp,mdence ." 

2 . The d irective to you contained in the m8mor andum 
dated 22 May 1945, subject: " Special Report to the War Depart­
ment,'' is still in eff~:?ct. 

3. It is desir ed that you r eply to Mr. Green stating 
you are the individu al r efer r ed to in the inclos ed letter of 
Mr . Schultz, but that you cannot eng~ge in any infor mal 
discussions of an official matter . Mr . Green should also be 
advis ed that any fur ther cor r espondence on this subject should 
be addr essed to the Chief, Public Infor mation Division, OCSA, 
The Pentagon, Washington 25, D. C . 

F OR THE DffiECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE: 

1 Incl 
Ltr fr Mr . Gr een 
dtd 4 Aug 49, w; 
l incl 

;signed/ Er nest A . Bar l ')W 

ERNEST A . BARLOW 
C Jlonel , GSC 
Chief, Security & Tr aining Gr oup 
Intelligence Divisbn, GSUSA 



MONTGOMERY M. GREEN 

SION HILL 

Havre De Grace, Maryland 

L ieut . CoL. John V2.n Vliet Jr . <020828), 
Cc,m:rnnd arid Gener~\1 Staff C.:>llege, 
F ort Leavenworth, Kans as , 

De2.r CJlone l Van Vlit:t, 

Aug. 4, 1949 

Encl~·sed her ewith is a copy of a letter fr om 
Mr. H·.i:rry 'lhomas Schultz of Hanover, N.H. to Mr . 
Julius Epste in Jf New York. I suppos e, fr Jm the 
text of his l etter, that Mr . Schultz is an acquain­
t ance af yJurs. Mr . Epste in is an American citizen 
of Viennes e extraction whJ has writt\...n many anti­
Cc m:nunist articles for newsp~pers and magazines 
including the article on the Katyn F Jr est massacre 
2. copy of which I also enclose . 

F olb wing the suggestion made by Mr. Epste in 
in this article a committee is now being formed to 
make an investigation of this massacre of Polish 
army officers in order t .:> finally fix the blame 
in the eyes of the world far the crime . I am a 
me mber of this committee . Mr. Arthur Bliss Lane , 
forme r U.S . Ambassador to Poland and the author of 
the book "I Saw P ol and B12trayed'' has also joint.:d 
the committee and is now approaching other promi­
nent Americans to enlist the ir participation. 

I am writing you on behalf of the committee . 
t o ask you the following questions~ 

l. If you are indeed the Col Van Vliet men­
tioned by Mr. Schultz, how much of ~ investigation did 
y.:>u make at Katyn and what wer e y•Jur conclusions? 

2. If the committee is able to bring about 
a bearing c:::ncerning the Katyn massacre, do y -Ju 

Incl # 1 
Int 10266 



MONTGOMERY M. GREEN 

SION HILL 
Havre De Gr ace, Maryland 

think th2t you would be in a position to testify 
as a w:tness ~t such n hearing as to your findings 
at Katyn? 

3. Can y.Ju give me c:my infor mc.ticn as to the 
ful~ na!Tles, pr esent r anks and wh.::r eabouts of the 
Capt . Stewart 2nd Lieut. Col. Stevenson mentioned 
in 1/lr . Schultz's letter? 

I was 'lble to trace you from the inf..; r m at b n 
at hand due tc y ::mr unusu al l ast name . However, 
I doubt th1.t it would be possible to find the other 
tw.::> officers merely thr Jugh their l ast names . Als ~>, 
I shvuld be m Jst inter ested to kn.::>w whethE:r any other 
American or Allied 0ffict.. r s wer e taken to inspect 
Katyn in addition tc.' you three. 

In th(; event that you should wish to investi­
gate my identity, I am now a civilian but during the 
war I was a Naval Res er ve officer , first with O.N.I. 
and l at er at s e8. in the P acific. I still hold a · 
cvmmiss ion as Lieutenant Commander and my file 
number is 114067. 

I appr ec iate fully that it may not be desirable 
for you as a career ar my offic er to become involved 
in a political matter, and I give you my wor d t hRt 
your name and any infor mat ion you give me will not 
be given any publicity without your expr ess consent 
at the t ime . 

Yours very truly, 

l Incl /signed/ Montgomery M. Green 

A ltr to Julius 
Epste in 6 July 49 . 



Copy HAl~RY THOMAS SCHULTZ 
PARKER AP ART:WlENTS 

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Mr. Julius Epste in 
The New York Her ald Tribune 
230 West 41st Street 
New Ycr k 18, New Yor k 

De ar Mr . Epste in; 

July 6, 1949 

Y -.)Ur two articles 1.m the Katyn murders 
int er es ted me ver y much, ns the G.:r m:ms tried to make 
the rlfair a very live issue among us pr isoner s ('f war 
in 1943. 

I am cu!'ious about one ommissivn in your 
excellent discussion of the subject. Y .JU make n 1 menticn 
Jf the hmerican and Britist offic ers wh...> were fl 8wn 
fr J m pris ()n camps by the Ger mans to the scene of the 
killing in April of eJ.rly May of 1943. 

I am sorry to be vague ah .mt dates and names, 
but we all r esisted Germ;m pressure so str~mgly nt 
the time that I have nJ r ecor ds A the incident and must 
depend up.:m my mem.Jry . In April, 1943, I wss h eld at 
Oflag IX A/Z, Rothenburg- Jn-Fulda, when two Americans, 
Lt . CJl. Van Vlkt and Capt . Stewart, and at least one 
British vfficer, Lt. C::>l. Stevenson, R .A.M.C., wer e t aken 
to Katyn. After their r etur n they r efus ed to answer 
any questions from any one fur fear of playing into 
the hands Jf the Germans, but they might now have some 
valuable infor mation to give . 

Perhaps you know all this alr eady, or perhaps 
it is of no importance . I cmmot tell you wher e the two 
American officers are now, but I think what little I 
can r emember will be sufficient to trace them. Both 
are West Point gr aduates and r egular army officers . 
Col. Van Vliet commanded a battalion of the !68th Infantry, 
34th Division, and was captured at Sidi Bou Zid, Tunistia, 
about February 14, 1943. Captain Stewart was serving 
with a 155 mm. ar t iller y battalion at the same pl ace 
and was captured at the same time. 

You are to be congratulated on r eopening the 
question of this frightful killing, and I hope your 
effor ts will bear fruit . 

Incl # l of Incl # l 
Int 10366 

Sincer ely yours, 
(signed) Harry Thomas Schultz 



SUBJECT : 

T O 

Hq Thir d Battalion 23d Infantry 
Fort Lewis, Washington 

28 Aug 49 

ATT ACHED CORRESPONDENCE 

DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, G- 2 
DE PARTMENT OF THE ARlVIY 

l. 'I he attached correspondence was r ece ived by rre at 
Ft Lewis, Washington 22 Augus t 1949. Because of my orders from 
Maj Gen BISSELL (copy e:tte-l-E>€.00) I have made no r eply. 

below 

2. Request that this matter be handled by your offic e or 
that I be given specific instructions in how to proceed . 

JOHN H VAN VLIE'I ]R 
.LT COL 23d INF 020828 

Her e stapled a copy of Bissells order 

Enclosed: Letter f r om Montgomery M. Gr een 
Sion Hill, Havre De Grace, Md 
dated 4 Aug 49 

with copy of letter from Harry Thomas Schultz 
Parker Appts, Hanover, NH 

6 July 49 

to Mr . julius Epstein 
NY Herald T rib 230 W 41st NY 18 NY 

and extracts of Heral T rib 3 & 4 July 49 
showing articles by Julius Epstein 



AMERIC!IN COMMITr.EE FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KATYN MASSACRE, INC . 
Suite 1209 

470 Fourth Avenue 

New York 16, N.Y. 

MUrray Hill 6 - 4488 

Sept . 12, 1949 

Chairman 
Arthur Bliss Lune 

Lieut. Colonel John Van Vliet. Jr ., 020828, 
Command and Gener al Staff College, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

Vico Chu.irn;en 
J..ux Ee. sti:Jan 
Dorothy Tho~pson 

Treasurer 
I .ontgor.c ry U. Green 

Exocutivt Sccr ot a ry 
Julius Epst e in 

Constantino Brown 
Geor ge Cr eel 
Revoro~d John F Cronin 
William J . Donovan 
James A. Fc.rloy 
Bla ir F, Gunther 
Sol H. Levita s 
ChE..rles Rozr.nrok 
Virginiu Sta rr Fr eedom 

Dear Colonel Van Vliet, 

About a month ago I wr ote you a letter to 
the above addr ess asking y::m ii you could furnish me 
any information concernicg your r eported visit to the 
scene of the Katyn mass acre in Russia. 

In the interim since my other letter our 
committee has been offici ally est ablished and, as you 
can see, a number of prominent Americans are 
interested in it. 

The Committee is most anxious to learn 
your views on what you observed during your trip 
to Katyn. Also we are still without the full names 
and addresses of the other Allied officers who went 
to Katyn. 

Perhaps my first letter never reached you, 
although it has not been r eturned by the Post Offic e. 
In any event I hope very much that you will be able 
to let us hear from you in the near future . 

Yours r espectfully, 

jsigned/ Montgomer y M. Green 



Dear Mr G::.·cen, 

~uarters # 165 
Fort Lewis, W?shington 
20 Sept 49 

I am the individual referred to by Mr Schultz . 

I C'am10t engage in any informal discussions of an 
o.dlci;;.l matter . 

Ar..y further correspondence on this subjact should be 
addressed to the Chief, Public Infor mation Division, 
OCSA, The Pentagon, Washington 25, D. C. 

Yours truly, 

John H. Van Vliet Jr 



MIL 907 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
War D~partment General Staff 

Military Intelligence Division G- 2 
W c.shington 

22 May 1945 

MEMORANDUM F OR. LT. COLONEL JOHN H. VAN VLIET, ]R: 

SUBJEC'I : S?ecial Report to \N ar Department 

l. You have furnished to the War Depar tment a spE..cial r epcr t 
covering a ccrt2in part of your exper i.:mces . 'I hE"=s e have be~n r ecorded 
exactly as dict 'lted by you and will be held available for such use as is 
consider ed ap9r opriate by United States Government activities . Due to the 
nature of you!' r eport and the possible political imi.)lications, it is directed 
that you ne ither mention nor discuss this m atter with anyone in or out of 
the ser vice without specific approval in writing from the War Department. 

2. T his confirms verb9.l orders given to you by the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, G- 2, in Washington, on 22 May 1945. Your signature on a 
copy of t~ese instructions left with the AssistCU'lt Chief of Staff, G- 2, 
indicates that you underst:::tnd these instructions. 

BY DIRECTION OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF: 

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: 

jsj John H. Van Vliet Jr. 

JOHN H. VAN VLIE1. , ]R . 
Lt Col, Infantry 

Incl # 3 

; s; Cl c>.yton Bissell 
/t/ CLAYTON BISSELL 

Major Gencr 2.l, GSC 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G- 2 
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