Quarters 165
Ft Lewis, Washington

’ 11 May, 1950
Subject: THE KATYN CASE \‘ ¢
To : F.L, PARKS, N
Major General, USA [ c
Chief of Information ‘\ ‘

l. Pursuant to your letter of 26 Apr 1950 (incl# 1) I am
personally typing this report of my recollections concerning the KATYN
Case, I am retaining one carbon copy for my personal file,

2. Since five years have elapsed since I made the first report
to Maj Cen Bissell, this report will have to omit some details such as
names which I have forgotien. In order to assist in locating my original
report here are the circumstances under which it was made:

Cn 22 May 1945 Gen Bissell discussed the case with me

alone in his private office in the Pentagon for about

20 minutes. He decided that it was important and directed

his civilian female assistant ( secretary 7?7 stenographer?)

to go with me to closed room across the hall and take

dictation, I dictated my report, she typed it up and

we added the photographs as inclosures. The General

read the finished report, directed that it be marked

““Top Secret’”’ and filed. He then dictated the letter

directing me to silence, and had me sign a copy of it in

his presence. He explained the importance of my remaining

silent, gave me my copy of the letter and thanked me,

3. Narrative: I was a prisoner of war at Oflag IX/AZ
in Rotenburg, Germany in April, 1943. It was primarily a British
Officers prison camp headed by Brigadier Nicholson (who had
been the defender of CALAIS) I was the senior of the 1256 (approx)
American officers in the camp. At this time the German press began
a big splurge on the KATYN case, So also did the German radio,
(note: mention of this radio violates the certificate I had to sign
upon being processed as a returned POW)

Hauptman HEYL the German camp commander, told Brig Nicholson
and me that he had orders to send two American officers and 1 Brit, officer
to the RR station at KASSELJ}, Germany where they would be met by British
Maj Gen FORTUNE ( from another nearby POW camp. He had commanded the
Brit 1st Div in France)

el 1
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Par, 3, Narrative, Continued:

Hauptman Heyl stated that I would be one of the two U.S.
officers; that I would select the other one; that together with
other Allied prisoners we would be a ‘“Board of Inquiry’’ to investigate
the Katyn Massacre. I flatly refused to have any part of it,

Brig. Nicholson backed me up on this and together we wrote a letter
to the Swiss Protecting Power which stated that no officers from
the camp would make any visit to Katyn or make any investigation,
or express any opinion., That if we were forced to go it would be
only as individual prisoners under guard and against our protest.
That we could not be considered as representatives of of the prison
camp, our army, or our nation, and that we protested violently this
apparent attempt to use us for German Propaganda Purposes.

Qur protest did no good. Using armed guards, the Germans took
me and Capt Donald Stewart, FA (regular army) to the Kassel RR
station where they expected to meet Maj Gen Fortune, He did not
arrive, to the surprise of the German guards. We were then taken
to Derlin and jailed in an Arbeits Kommando (sp?) -- a building
overlooking the Spree River, housing PWs of several nationalities
who were performing labor in Berlin,

In this Jail we met several U.,S, soldiers who had been brought
from a nearby PW camp for the same reason that we had. One of these

¥was a CPL TAUSSIG who had been in the same regiment with me for
the invasion of ALGIERS by the 168th Inf. There were also several
british soldiers and a british civilian(internee) as well as

vLT COL STEVENSON (british , South African, Sig corps) and a british
captain, medical corps, whose name I cannot now remember, In my
opinion these men were actually what they appeared to be and did
not include any ‘“plants’’. We prisoners of war were very careful
in our efforts to make certain identification,

Soon we were taken, one by one, to the jail office where we

were interviewed by several German staff officers and some civilian
officials who appeared to be from both the foreign office and the
propaganda ministry., The procedure appeared about the same for all
of us: ‘‘Since you have volunteered to investigate this terrible

Katyn atrocity, we are taking’ you to the scene. You will of course

sign a parole not to escape.
““The hell we did volunteer., We dont want to go. Send us

back to our camps.”” Great suprise and much chatter among the
Germans. Then the same thing over again.

Finally they announced that since we wouldnt give our
paroles they would have to place guards on the =zirplane with us.
This meant that some prisoners would not make the trip, to make room
for the guards. The American soldiers were left back,

** 1 knew Taussig personally.

v Lt Col Stevenson was from the same camp as Capt Stewart
and myself, He had come to Berlin with us., We knew him.
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Par 3, Narrative, continued.

Lt Col Stevenson was the senior in the group. We cautioned
the entire group to do no talking, to give no indications of
opinicn, and nci to cooperate in any way with the Germeans, All
agreed, It was evident to all of us that we were involved in
an international mess with terrific political implications.

An english-speaking german captain was placed in charge of the
group together with an english speaking Sonderfuhrer - (sp?) who
gave the name of Von Johnson , spoke idiomatic American, end sz2id -
he had attended school at Rice in the USA.

We were flown from Templehof to Smolensk about the 6th of May,
1943, At that time Smolensk was about 60 miles from the front and
appeared to contain only garrison troops. We were billeted in some
of the remaining intact buildings, of which there were only a few.
Some sort of a German service unit maintained an officers mess
where we all ate, While in Smolensk we were taken on a2 sight-seeing
tour by the local service unit commander and a major who appeared
to be an agricultural expert and enthusiast who was trying to
re-habilitate the land with the remnants of the Russian peasant
population, His efforts included a model village. In my opinion
this ““hospitality’’ was sponteneous and was prompted partly
by his own enthusiasm for his work and partly because he hadnt
had many visitors, It didnt appear to be organized on orders from
Berlin,

A German Lt ( spoke no English) zppeared from the group that
was in charge of operations at the scene of the Mass Graves in KATYN
Forest. He acted as our guide, We were driven to the site where there
was a gate , guarded by young soldiers in Polish uniforms. A sickly-
sweet odor of decaying bodies was everywhere., At the graves
it was nearly overpowering. ‘There were several graves. Professor
Herr Doktor BUTZ ( BOOTZ ?) a German expert in forensic medecin was
present together with other technicians. Several Polish Red Cross
workers were present, Civilian labor was being used to remove bodies
from the graves. Each body was searched very carefully, examined,
identified, and re-buried in a nearby mass grave which was to become
a national shrine with suitable monuments, The articles removed from
each body were placed in a large manilla envelope for safekeeping.

The search of the bodies was very thorough, including removal of
shoes or boots where it was possible. (sometimes the whole leg from
the knee down came off with the boot) The examiners wore rubber
aprons and rubber gloves., A typist was present recording the findings
on each body.

We followed our guide right into cach of the graves--stepping
on bodies that were piled like cord wood, face down usually, to a

depth of about 5 to 7 bodies covered with about 5 fecet of earth.
About 300 bodies were laid out beside one of the graves. These all

had their hands tied behind them with cord. The rest appeared not
to have been tied, All bodies had a bullet hole in the back of head

near the neck with the exit wound of the bullet being in the forehead
or front upper part of the skull,
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Par 3, Narrative, contihued:

The graves on the down-hill part of the slope were more
moist than tke others. One end of one grave had standing water in it,
Germarn photographers were present and took both still and motion
pictures of our party while we inspected the graves. Copies of
the still pictures were later given to us. We never saw or heard
anything of the movies.

After we inspected the graves we were shown several other test
holes which had been dug in the vicinity, together with very old
human bones , ie, no meat left on them, which were said to have
been dug up there. I am inclined to believe the story, although
there was no proof. The Germans made much of the fact that this
wooded knoll was 2 long-standing burial side used by the Russian
secret police, I forget whether they called them the OGPU, NKVD,
or MVD, There was a rustic lodge on the low bluff overlooking
the small landing on the river (Onieper river, I believe). This
lodge was allegedly the scene of frequent tortures, drinking parties,
and varisus other orgies held by the russian police as matters of
amusement and recrcation as well as routine business, The Germans
produced an old peasant , Russian, who claimed that this forest
of Katyn had an evil reputation -- it was forbidden ground --
that he had seen big closed vans go from the railroad siding (some
miles distant) into the forest and that there were stories of shots
being heard very often in the woods. This was supposed to confirm
that the Russians had brought the victims to the mass graves by rail
and truck some time before the Germans occupied the area,

The british medical captain in the group understood German very well
and a little russian which he had learned while taking care of
russian prisoners.

About a mile down the road the Germans had taken over a
house as a field museum and office. The porch and front rooms
were filled with glass showcases containing items removed from
bodies in the graves. There were sample uniform insignia
ranging from General to Lieutenant, there were several Geneva
arm bands, many letters, photographs, diaries, news clippings,
personal souvenirs etc, These items were just the better samples.,
In the back rooms of the house there were the individual envelopes
containing the items removed from the corpses. This building
was 2lso permeated with the smell of the graves, coming from the
showcases and the envelopes,

At this point the Germans produced two small drinks
for everyone and then we returned to our billets in Smolensk,
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Par 3, Narrative, continued:

We were flown back to the same Jail in Berlin and stayed
there about 10 days. During this time the Germans were apparently
trying to decide what to do with us, (The british soldiers and the
civilian in:ernce were returned to their respective camps before the
end of this ten day period-- or so we were told-- leaving us
four officers to wonder what it was all about, An English
speaking German solcdier or Sonderfuhrer Von Johnson would take us
for walk througr the Tiergorten every day, along with guords., It
was during this walk period that we had a2 chance to talk without
fear of microphones, Our discussion while in the Jail always
avoided any mention of what we thought about who had committed
the murders at Katyn.

During these walks, Lt Col Stevenson did a lot of talking
with the germans, Told them that he had once published a book
and that 2s soon as he returned home he was going to get permission
from his superiors to write a book about this experience, We couldnt
get him to shut up about any subject at eny time except the big
question of ‘“ ‘Whodurnit ? 7 He was a windbag., He clzimed to
be a member of a group of amateur investigators of the supernatural,
He even carried a feather in his wallet which he said was from the
headress of the American Indian Chief ( spirit) whom he had contacted
through 2 medium in S, Africa,

We gathered from the Germans that the front office didnt
know what to do with us, There was some hopeful implication that we
might be released, possibly through Spain,
One afternoon Lt Col Stevenson was bundled off by the
Germans on about ten minutes notice, He seemed very surprised and
quite uneasy as he left the Jail. We never saw or heard of him again,
That night Capt Stewart and I were returned to our original prison
camp, where we were met by Hauptman Heyl., We asked him what kind of
a story he had told us about going to meet Maj Gen Fortune, He replied
that Fortune had been seriously ill with bronchitis,
(I later met Maj Gen Fortune and he had not been sick at all)

Insert======-- Prior to leaving Berlin we were told that Germsany
had not and would not make any propaganda use of
our visit to the graves or the pictures taken of
the visit. I have never heard of their doing so.

Throughout the rest of our time in prison camps Capt Stewart and
I refused to discuss our experiences concerning Katyn and never
stated what opinion we had formed.
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Par, 3, Narrative, continued:

I rcached the American lines in the sector of the 104th
Inf Div near Duben, Germany at the MULDE River line on 5 May 1945,

still carrying the photographs given me at KATYN.

I showed the photographs to G-2 of the 104 th Div.

(I had previcusly showed these to only one other person apart from
the Germeon prison camp security personnel who conducted periodic
searches, but always allowed me to keep the photngraphs because
they had been stamped ‘¢ Gepruft’’, This other person was

Col Thomas D , Drake, Senior officer in Oflag 64 who was repatristed

for stomach ulcers, Before he left the prison camp to be repatriated

Capt Stewart and I talked with him, showed him the pictures and

asked that he report the matter to the War Dept. He laughed at

me and said that I had been taken in completely by the German

Propaganda Experts, I dont know if he ever mentioned the matter

when he reached the States.)

G-2 of the 104th Div recognized that my report was one
of interest to both the State and War Depts and provided transportation
to Hg VII Corps in Lcipzig, General J. Lawton Collins then commanded
the VII Corps.

Gen Collins (who has known me since I was a child) discussed
the matter with me and set the necessary wheels in motion to get me
back to the Pentagon with 211 haste.

In Paris I stayed with Gen Barker and at his suggestion
discussad the matter with a full colonel (whose name I have forgotten)
connected with War Crimes Investigations. He decided it' was a matter
for the War Dept and the State Dept and took no action.

COL DRAKE, GEN COLLINS, GEN BISSELL, AND GEN BISSELLS
STENOGRAPHER ARE THE ONLY PERSONS I HAVE EVER TOLD OF MY
CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING WHO MURDERED THE POLISH OFFICERS AT
KATYN., ( except, of course, the other members of the party who visited
the site with me)

4, CONCLUSIONS: I believe that the Russians did it.
The rest of the group that visited the site
stated to me that they believed that the Russians
did it. (Capt, now Major, Donald Stewart, FA,

can be asked to verify this. I dont know his present
address. He is regular army.)

5. Discussion:

At the beginning of the newspaper publicity concerning
KATYN I believed the whole thing to be one huge, well managed,
desparate lie by the Germeans to split the Wester Allies from Russia,

I hated the Germans, 1 didnt want to believe them,

At that time, like many others, I more or less believed that Russia
could get along with us,

When I became involved in the visit to KATYN I realized that the
Germans would do their best to convince me that Russia was guilty.

I made up my mind not to be convinced by what must be a propaganda
effort.
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Par b, Discussion, continued:

The apparent weak spot in the German story was the fact that
Germeany had occupied the ground around Smolensk for along time
before announcing the discovery of the graves. (The exact
dales are a matter of record. I dont have the facilities to
look them up for entry in this report)

I wanted to believe that whole thing was 2 frame-up.

Could these be bodies from an extermination camp, dressed as Polish
officers and ““rlanted” ? -

Could the letters , diaries, identification tags, news
clippings =-- all be forgeries 7

What about the state of decomposition of the bodies? Did
it appear to agree with the German story of when they must have
been buried? After all, I'm no expert on body-decomposition,

What 2bout the temperature, moisture, soil bacteria?

What 2bout the German statements that Polish families had been
trying to locate their relatives, known to have been imprisoned

when Russia occupied part of Poland? Was it true that these Polish
relatives ceased to get answers from their imprisoned relatives --
that a cloak of mystery descended all at once?

Where is PROOF of who killed these men? Who saw it done?

And so on and SO On==-=-- I tried every way I knew how
to avoid believing that Russia had done it, I tried every way to
convince myself that the Germans had done it, I wanted to believe
that the Germans had done it.

Since the graves were already opened when we were there, it was not
possible to see for ourselves what sort of growth had existed on top

of the graves, in order to see how long the graves had existed.

And if we had been present, how could we know that the Germans hadnt
cleverly transplanted older bushes to give the appearance of age to

the graves?

S0 you see that we pursued every line of attack to weaken the
German story and aveid the conclusion that the Russians had done the
killing, It was only with great reluctance that I decided finally
that it must be true; that for once the Germans werent lying; that
the facts were as claimed by the Germans, I have thought about this
2 lot in the past seven years, and freely admit that there never was
presented to me any single piece of evidence that could be taken as
an absolute procf. But the sum of circumstantizl evidence, impressions
formed at the time of looking at the graves, what I saw in peoples
faces--- all forces the conclusion that Russia did it.

The uniforms on the bodies were oviously of the best material
and tailor made, The footwear appeared to be of the best and included
many pairs that were obviously made to order. The uniforms and
footwear all were obviocusly well-fitted, This convinced me that the
bodies were truly those of Polish officers, The degree of wear
on the clothing and particularly the wear on the shoes led me to believe
that these officers had been dead 2 long time, ctherwise the shoes
and clothing would show much more wear. This was a point that was

not called to our attention 'bis{ the Germans, It is one of the strongest
arguments by which to fix the date of the killing,
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6. Last summer I received some letters from Mr MONTGOMERY
M. GREEN. I wrote the Dept of the Army for instructions on

how to reply to Mr Green. In order to clear my files and
possibly to be of assistance to Captain Semple, I am enclosing
Some papers marked ; “MONTGOMERY GREEN and related papers’’

/signed/ John H: Van Vliet Jr

JOHN H VAN VLIET JR
LT COL., 23d Infantry,

Incl # 1: Ltr, Request for Intel, Rpt. Gen Parks to Lt Col V.V,

Incl # 2; ““MONTGOMERY GREEN and related papers’’

Incl # 3; Cert. true cpy, Directive from Gen Bissell to Lt Col V.V,




26 April 1950

SUBJECT: Request for Intelligence Report

TS Lt, Col, John H, Van Vliet
Executive Officer
23rd Infantry Regiment
2nd Infantry Division
Fort Lewis, Washington

l. Reference is made to telephonic conversation of 24 April 1950
with Captain Malcolm M. Semple, Public Information Division, and Mr.
Thomas F. Connor, Consultant to the Chief of Informaticn,

2. A thorough search has boen made in the files of G-2, and the
report which you made to General Bissell on 22 May 1945 has not yet been
found. A search is being continued with the various intelligence agencies;
however, until such time as the report is located, it is requested that
another report be rendered cn y-ur experience with the Katyn case.

2. The memorandum addressed to you on 22 May 1945 by the then
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, General Bissell, directing you to silence
regarding the Katyn case, is rescinded for the purpose of rendering the
above requested report. However, it must be pointed out that the
exception to silence is valid only for:this particular report, and until
further notice, the order directing you to silence will again become
effective,

4, Request the report be classified ““Secret’” and returned to me
personally.

F., L, Parks
Major General, USA
Chief of Information

Incl # 1




AMBAG-0 201 Van Vliet, John H, (O) Ist Ind v/

SUBJECT: Request Made of Lt Col Van Vliet for Summary of Certain
War Observations

Hg, 2d Iafantry Division, Fort Lewis, Washington, 20 September 1949

THRU: Commanding Officer, 23d Infantry, Fort Lewis, Washington

TO: Lt Col John H, Van Vliet, Jr.

For compliance with paragraph 3, basic communication,

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL COLLINS:

/signed/ J. J, Maloney
1 Incl J. J« MALONEY

n/c lst L, AGD
Asst Adj Gen

Incl # 2

‘“ MONTGOMERY GREEN and related papers”




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GENERAL STAFF,;, UNITED STATES ARMY
Washington 25, D. C.

CSGID-SMI 918,1 Sep 15 1949

SUBJECT: Request Made of Lt, Col. Van Vliet for Summary of
Certain War Observaticns

THRU: Commanding General
2d Infantry Division
Fort Lewis, Washington

TO: Lt. Col. John H. Van Vliet, Jr.

l. Reference is made to your letter to the Directur of
Intellizence, Department of the Army, dated 28 August 1949,
subject: ‘‘Attached Correspondence.”

2. The directive to you contained in the memorandum
dated 22 May 1945, subject: ‘‘Special Report to the War Depart-
ment,’’ is still in effect.

3. It is desired that you reply to Mr., Green stating
you are the individual referred to in the inclosed letter of
Mr, Schultz, but that you cannot engage in any informal
discussions of an official matter., Mr. Green should also be
advised that any further correspondence on this subject should
be addressed to the Chief, Public Information Division, OCSA,
The Pentagon, Washington 25, D. C.

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE:

/signed/ Ernest A, Barlow

1 Incl ERNEST A. BARLOW
Ltr fr Mr, Green Colonel, GSC
dtd 4 Aug 49, w/ Chief, Security & Training Group

1 incl Intelligence Division, GSUSA




MONTGOMERY M. GREEN
SICON HILL

Havre De Grace, Maryland

Aug. 4, 1949

Lient, Col, John Van Vliet Jr. (020828),
Command and General Staff College,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

Dear Colonel Van Vliet,

Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter from
Mr, Harry Thomas Schultz of Hanover, N,H. to Mr,
Julius Epstein of New York., I suppose, from the
text of his letter, that Mr, Schultz is an acquain-
tance of yours. Mr, Epstein is an American citizen
¢f Viennese extraction who has written many anti-
Communist articles for newspapers and magazines
including the article on the Katyn Forest massacre
2 copy of which I also enclose,

Following the suggestion made by Mr. Epstein
in this article a committee is now being formed to
make an investigation of this massacre of Pclish
army officers in order to finally fix the blame
in the eyes of the world for the crime, I am a
member of this committee. Mr. Arthur Bliss Lane,
former U.,S. Ambassador to Poland and the author of
the bock “‘I Saw Poland Betrayed’’ has also joined
the committee and is now approaching other promi-
nent Americans to enlist their participation.

I am writing you on behalf of the committee .
to ask you the following questions:

1. If you are indeed the Col Van Vliet men-
tioned by Mr, Schultz, how much of an investigation did
you make at Katyn and what were your conclusions?

2. If the committee is able to bring about
2 bearing concerning the Katyn massacre, do you

Incl # 1
Int 10266




MONTGOMERY M,. GREEN

SION HILL
Havre De Grace, Maryland

think that you would be in a position to testify
as a witness at such a hearing as to your findings
at Katyn?

3. Can you give me any information as to the
ful! names, present ranks and whereabouts of the
Capt, Stewart and Lieut. Col. Stevenson mentioned
in Mr. Schultz’s letter?

I was able to trace you from the information
at hand due tc your unusual last name. However,
[ doubt that it would be possible to find the other
two officers merely through their last namses, Also,
I should be most interested to know whether any other
American or Allied officcrs were taken to inspect
Katyn in addition to you three.

In the event that you should wish to investi-
gate my identity, I am now a civilian but during the .
war I was a Naval Reserve officer, first with O.N.I,
and later at sea in the Pacific, I still hold a
cominission as Lieutenant Commander and my file
number is 114067, .

I appreciate fully that it may not be desirable
for you as a career army officer to become involved
in a political matter, and I give you my word that
your name and any informaticn you give me will not
be given any publicity without your express consent
at the time,

Yours very truly,

1 Incl /signed/ Montgomery M, Green

A ltr to Julius
Epstein 6 July 49.




Copy HARRY THOMAS SCHULTZ
PARKER APARTMENTS
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

July 6, 1949

Mr. Julius Epstein

The New York Herald Tribune
230 West 4lst Street

New York 18, New York

Dear Mr., Epstein:

Your two articles on the Katyn murders
interested me very much, as the Germeans tried to make
the =ffair a very live issue among us prisoners of war
in 1943.

I am curicus about one ommission in your
excellent discussion of the subject. You make n., mentim
of the American and Britist officers who were flown
from prison camps by the Germans to the scene of the
killing in April of early May of 1943,

I am sorry to be vague about dates and names,
but we all resisted German pressure so strongly at
the time that I have no records of the incident and must
depend upon my memory. In April, 1943, I was held at
Oflag IX A/Z, Rothenburg-on-Fulda, when two Americans,
Lt. Col. Van Vlict and Capt, Stewart, and at least one
British officer, Lt. Col. Stevenson, R.A.M.C., were taken
to Katyn. After their return they refused to answer
any questions from any one for fear of playing into
the hands of the Germans, but they might now have some
valuable information to give,

Perhaps you know all this already, or perhaps
it is of no importance. I cannot tell you where the two
American officers are now, but I think what little I
can remember will be sufficient to trace them. Both
are West Point graduates and regular army officers.
Col., Van Vliet commanded a battalion of the 168th Infantry,
34th Division, and was captured at Sidi Bou Zid, Tunistia,
about February 14, 1943, Captain Stewart was serving
with a 155 mm. artillery battalion at the same place
and was captured at the same time,

You are to be congratulated on reopening the
question of this frightful killing, and I hope your
efforts will bear fruit.
Sincerely yours,
Incl # 1 of Incl # 1 (signed) Harry Thomas Schultz
Int 10366




Hqg Third Battalion 23d Infantry
Fort Lewis, Washington
28 Aug 49

SUBJECT: ATTACHED CORRESPONDENCE

TO : DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, G-2
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

l. The attached correspondence was received by ne at
Ft Lewis, Washington 22 August 1949. Because of my orders from
Maj Gen BISSELL (copy emclosed) I have made no reply,
below

2. Request that this matter be handled by your office or
that I be given specific instructions in how to proceed,

JOHN H VAN VLIET JR
'LT COL 23d INF 020828

Here stapled a copy of Bissells order

Enclosed: Letter from Montgomery M. Green

Sion Hill, Havre De Grace, Md
dated 4 Aug 49

with copy of letter from Harry Thomas Schultz

Parker Appts, Hanover, NH
6 July 49

to Mr. julius Epstein
NY Herald Trib 230 W 4lst NY 18 NY

and extracts of Heral Trib 2 & 4 July 49
showing articles by Julius Epstein




.AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE EATYN MASSACRE,

INC,
Suite 1209

470 Fourth Avenue
New York 16, N.Y.
MUrray Hill 6 - 4488

Sept. 12, 1949

Lieut, Colonel John Van Vliet Jr,, 020828,

Chairman
Arthur Bliss Leane

Viece Chairnen
lax Eastman
Dorothy Thompson

Treasurer
lontgorery M. Green

Bxccutive Secrotary
Julius Epstein

Constantine Brown
George Creel

Revorend John F, Cronin
William J. Donoven
Jemes £, Farley

Blair ¥, Gunther

Sol M, Levitas

Cherles Rozmarek
Virginiz Starr Frecdom

Command and General Staff College,

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

Dear Colonel Van Vliet,

About a month ago I wrote you a letter to
the above address asking you if you could furnish me
any information concerninrg your reported visit to the
scene of the Katyn massacre in Russia,

In the interim since my other letter our
committee has been officially established and, as you
can See, a number of prominent Americans are
interested in it.

The Committee is most anxious to learn
your views on what you observed during your trip
to Katyn, Also we arc still without the full names
and addresses of the other Allied officers who went
to Katyn.

Perhaps my first letter never reached you,
although it has not been returned by the Post Office,

In any event I hope very much that you will be able
to let us hear from you in the near future,

Yours respectfully,

/signed/ Montgomery M, Green




Quarters # 165
Fort Lewis, Washington
20 Sept 49

Dear Mr Green,
I am the individual referred to by Mr Schultz.

I comot engage in any informal discussions of an
oificial matter,

Any further correspondence on this subject should be
addressed to the Chief, Public Information Division,
OCSA, The Pentagon, Washington 25, D, C.

Yours truly,

John H. Van Vliet Jr




WAR DEPARTMENT
War Department General Staff
Military Intelligence Division G-2
MIL 907 Washington

22 May 1945

MEMORANDUM FCR LT. COLONEL JOHN H. VAN VLIET, JR:

SUBJECT: Special Report to War Department

l. You have furnished to the War Department 2 special repart
covering a certain part of your expericnces. These have been recorded
exactly as dictated by you and will be held available for such uses as is
considered zporopriate by United States Government activities. Due to the
nature of your report and the possible political implications, it is directed
that you neither mention nor discuss this matter with anyone in or out of
the service without specific approval in writing from the War Department,

2. This confirms verbal orders given to you by the Assistant
Chief of Staff, G-2, in Washington, on 22 May 1945, Your signature on a
copy of these instructions left with the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
indicates that you understand these instructions.

BY DIRECTION OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

/s/ Clayton Bissell

/t/ CLAYTON BISSELL

" Major Generzl, GSC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

/8/ John H, Van Vliet Jr.

JOHN H, VAN VLIE1, ]JR.
Lt Col, Infantry

Incl # 3




	45_5-11-50-70_001
	45_5-11-50-70_002
	45_5-11-50-70_003
	45_5-11-50-70_004
	45_5-11-50-70_005
	45_5-11-50-70_006
	45_5-11-50-70_007
	45_5-11-50-70_008
	45_5-11-50-70_009
	45_5-11-50-70_010
	45_5-11-50-70_011
	45_5-11-50-70_012
	45_5-11-50-70_013
	45_5-11-50-70_014
	45_5-11-50-70_015
	45_5-11-50-70_016
	45_5-11-50-70_017
	45_5-11-50-70_018

